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• Cyclone Ditwah began to weaken on Sunday even as it continued its slow northward
movement over the Bay of Bengal, parallel to the coast of northern Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry.

• Torrential rain led to three deaths, with two persons killed by collapsing walls in
Thanjavur and Thoothukudi districts and one person electrocuted in Mayiladuthurai.

• Over 2,300 people were in relief camps on Sunday morning, State Minister for Revenue
and Disaster Management K.K.S.S.R. Ramachandran said, adding that 230 huts have
been damaged and 56,000 hectares of crops are under water.

• The name “Ditwah” was contributed by Yemen.



Content. 

• In 2000, a group of nations called WMO/ESCAP (World Meteorological
Organisation/United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific),
which comprised Bangladesh, India, the Maldives, Myanmar, Oman, Pakistan, Sri Lanka
and Thailand, decided to start naming cyclones in the region.

• After each country sent in suggestions, the WMO/ESCAP Panel on Tropical Cyclones
(PTC) finalised the list.

• The WMO/ESCAP expanded to include five more countries in 2018 — Iran, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, United Arab Emirates and Yemen.

• The list of 169 cyclone names released by IMD in April 2020 were provided by these
countries — 13 suggestions from each of the 13 countries.



What are the guidelines to adopt names of cyclones?

While picking names for cyclones, countries need to follow some rules.

• The proposed name should be neutral to (a) politics and political figures (b) religious
believes, (c) cultures and (d) gender

• Name should be chosen in such a way that it does not hurt the sentiments of any
group of population over the globe

• It should not be very rude and cruel in nature
• It should be short, easy to pronounce and should not be offensive to any member
• The maximum length of the name will be eight letters
• The proposed name should be provided with its pronunciation and voice over
• The names of tropical cyclones over the north Indian Ocean will not be repeated. Once

used, it will cease to be used again.





Mains Question

• Explain the ideal geographical and atmospheric conditions
required for the formation of tropical cyclones. Why are
cyclones more frequent in the Bay of Bengal than in the
Arabian Sea?”

• उष्णकटिबंधीय चĐवातɉ के गठन के लिए आवæयक भौगोलिक और
वायुमंडिीय पररǔथिततयɉ की åयाÉया कीǔिए। साि ही बताइए कक बंगाि
की खाडी मɅ अरब सागर की तुिना मɅ चĐवात अधधक Èयɉ बनते हɇ?
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• Describing Tamil as the pride of India, Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday urged
people to participate in the upcoming Kashi Tamil Sangamam as part of the endeavour to
strengthen the spirit of “Ek Bharat, Shrestha Bharat (One India, great India)”.

• “Tamil culture is great. Tamil language is great. Tamil is the pride of India,” Mr. Modi said
in Tamil in his Mann Ki Baat address. The fourth Kashi Tamil Sangamam, organised on
the theme “Learn Tamil-Tamil Karkalam”, commences on December 2 at Namo Ghat in
Kashi.

• It is a cultural initiative that aims to celebrate the deep-rooted historical and cultural ties
and strengthen the ancient civilizational bond between Tamil Nadu and Kashi (Varanasi).

• The event aligns with the Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat initiative, emphasizing the
integration of India’s diverse cultural heritage.



Historical Significance: 

• The historical ties between Kashi (Uttar Pradesh) and Tamil Nadu date back to the
15th century when King Parakrama Pandya of Madurai traveled to Kashi to bring
back a sacred lingam for his temple (Sivakasi, Tamil Nadu).

• The Pandya rulers also established the Kasi Viswanathar Temple in Tenkasi, located
in southwestern Tamil Nadu, near the Kerala border.

• This deep-rooted spiritual and cultural connection underscores the essence of the
Kashi Tamil Sangamam initiative.

• Nodal Ministry: The Ministry of Education in collaboration with various ministries
and the Government of Uttar Pradesh.



Objectives: 

• Knowledge Sharing: Encouraging interactions between scholars, researchers,
artisans, and professionals.

• Academic Collaboration: Facilitating discussions on Indian Knowledge Systems in
alignment with National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

• Promoting Traditional Art and Craft: Showcasing classical Tamil art, literature, and
cuisine to a national audience.

• Youth Engagement: Providing young participants an immersive experience in
India’s civilizational ethos.
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• A new species of snake with only four records till date, and a potentially new species of
bird photographed only thrice in over a decade are among the latest finds from the site of
the Great Nicobar Island mega infrastructure project. Described in November, the two are
among the nearly 40 new species reported from here since 2021.

• These include two species of frogs, four crabs, two geckos and a number of insects,
including flies, moths, and beetles. Nearly half of these have been described in 2025
alone.

• Named Lycodon irwini after the renowned Australian zookeeper Steve Irwin, the new wolf
snake was described in the journal Evolutionary Systematics by a team of researchers
that included R.S. Naveen and S.R. Chandramouli of the Pondicherry University, Zeeshan
A. Mirza of the Max Planck Institute for Biology, and naturalist Girish Choure.



Content. 

• Given the snake’s rarity, its sharply restricted range and potential threats, the
researchers have recommended that it be classified as “Endangered” under the
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List criteria.

• It is from the same east coast of Great Nicobar that birders Pia Sethi and Nitu Sethi from
Delhi and Vikram Shil from Port Blair had recently published a paper on the Great
Nicobar Crake (Rallina sp).

• Writing in the journal Indian Birds, the authors note that very little is known of its
“biology, distribution, or population status” and suggest this could be a new species to
science given the “distinctive set of (its) morphological features, including several novel
ones”.



Content. 

• Great Nicobar Island is reported to have 650 species of plants and over 1,800 species of
fauna. The region also boasts of remarkable genetic biodiversity, exhibiting about 24%
endemism among some faunal groups. The regular discovery of new species, including
the latest finds, highlights the island’s rich biodiversity.

• “I am delighted to hear of the new snake and of a new species of crake that has been
tentatively described from Great Nicobar,” said Asad Rahmani, prominent ornithologist
and former director of the Bombay Natural History Society.

• “Great Nicobar has perhaps the finest tropical rain forest left in India and this calls for its
total protection,” Dr. Rahmani added.
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• Exactly two decades after hosting its maiden Commonwealth Games (CWG), India
will welcome the quadrennial extravaganza’s centenary edition to its shores in
2030.

• The move is another unmistakable sign that India wants to be seen as a sports
destination of repute.

• The choice of Ahmedabad as the host city is strategic too, for India has submitted
the Letter of Intent to hold the 2036 Olympics with Ahmedabad as the front-runner.

• However, while the Olympics retains its allure and grandeur, the CWG has been
beset with difficulties.



Content. 

• Once signifying the imperial unity of the British empire, the CWG is struggling for
relevance in the post-colonial world.

• Successive host cities have dropped out citing rising costs – Birmingham replaced
Durban in 2022; Glasgow has come to the rescue for 2026 after the Australian State of
Victoria withdrew, and Ahmedabad has stepped in for the Canadian province of
Alberta.

• So, what merit does India see now? First, it is an important soft-power medium.

• Second, the nation’s sporting aspirations have grown manifold, and though
performances by its sportspersons have not kept pace, there is a genuine push
toward diversifying on-field excellence and going beyond just cricket.



Content. 

• India has world-class heroes such as double-Olympic medallist javelin thrower Neeraj
Chopra to showcase, and there is hope that big ticket events, when held in one’s
backyard, can inspire a generation.

• There is the infrastructural uplift they can trigger, helping not just the athletes but also
the public at large. But there are potential pitfalls too.

• In sporting terms, the CWG stands diminished. Glasgow 2026 will feature just 10
disciplines, and those such as badminton, hockey, shooting and cricket have been
excised.

• There are very few sports that match up to international standards, for nations such as
the United States and China are not part of the Commonwealth. India has won 61, 66, 64,
101 medals in the last four editions, but in the subsequent Olympics, it has secured just
six, seven, two and six medals, respectively.
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• On World AIDS Day today (December 1), let us rewind to the mid-1980s, when Acquired
Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS) caused by the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) was
devastating a whole generation of young adults in southern and eastern African nations.

• Many countries in this region had prevalence rates that were in double digits.

• With no treatment at that time, almost everyone infected with HIV developed AIDS in a few years
and “opportunistic infections” such as tuberculosis (TB) or diarrhoea, which resulted in high levels
of mortality.

• By the early 1990s, India was in a similar situation, with HIV prevalent in almost all parts of the
country — though below 1% of the adult population, mainly transmitted through unprotected
heterosexual sex, except in a few north-eastern States where it was transmitted through the
sharing of needles by youngsters addicted to narcotic drugs.



• The Government of India responded quickly and launched the National AIDS Control
Project in 1992 with a soft loan of $84 million from the World Bank.

• Every State government set up an AIDS Cell in the respective medical directorates. But
fund flow through the Central and then the State government machinery was very slow.

• With no cure or even treatment for HIV at that time, quickly raising awareness among the
adult population through targeted campaigns was the best strategy. This led to a steep
drop in new infections and a plateauing of cumulative infections in Tamil Nadu, once
considered a “hot spot” for HIV infections.

• On witnessing the success of this model, the Government of India and the World Bank
mandated the Tamil Nadu model for all the States in the Second National AIDS Control
Project (1997-2002). Soon, every State converted its AIDS cell into an AIDS Control
Society and launched vigorous awareness campaigns. As a result, India’s adult HIV
prevalence rate came down from a peak of 0.54% in the year 2000 to a low of 0.22% now.



• The 2025 Global TB Report of the World Health Organization (WHO) paints a grim
picture for India — 25% of the total number of people infected with TB globally (36
million) are in India. Compare this with the numbers for the AIDS epidemic — 7.5% of
the global total number of people living with HIV (40 million) are in India.

• TB is the most common opportunistic infection in HIV-infected people, accounting for
25% of AIDS deaths in India.

• Further, India also has 25% of the global total number of people infected with
multidrug-resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB).

• While the global target date for elimination of TB is 2030, India had set an ambitious
target of achieving this by 2025, five years ahead of the global target date.



• Though this target has not been achieved in India as the year 2025 is coming to a
close, the pace of decline in new TB cases is faster in India when compared to the
global level.

• The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India has accorded very
high priority for the testing and reporting of TB infections in achieving the
eradication of TB from India.

• This is critical, especially in view of the HIV-TB co-infection and high MDR-TB cases
in India.

• The Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan (PMTBMBA) supports the treatment of
TB patients and the support of the community and corporate social responsibility
programmes.
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• India will not meet its growth ambitions on public grants alone. The countries that turned
science into industry did one thing well: they matched firm outlays to campus strengths and
kept that link steady for years.

• The policy question is clear. How do we move private research outlays from episodic
Corporate Social Responsibility to a predictable pipeline that buys lab time, funds doctoral
cohorts, and books pilot lines?

• Leading tech firms run innovation budgets at industrial scale. In 2024, Meta’s research outlay
reached about $44 billion, near a third of revenue.

• Alphabet, Amazon, Apple, IBM, and Microsoft also reported multibillion-dollar programmes. In
the U.S., enterprises booked roughly $692 billion of domestic research against about $14
trillion in net sales in 2022, a ratio near 5%.



Fact 

• China’s Huawei reported an R&D expenditure at 179.7 billion yuan in 2024, equal to
20.8% of revenue. More than half of Huawei’s workforce is in R&D roles. Build Your
Dreams , a Chinese multinational auto company, invested 54.2 billion yuan in 2024 on
R&D against roughly 777 billion yuan of revenue, an intensity of nearly 7%.

• These examples demonstrate one trait. Corporate research works with campuses
through joint centres, shared lines, long-horizon consortia and open talent pipelines.
India should scale this on Indian terms.

• The goal is self-reliance with open doors to global science while anchoring discovery to
India’s needs.

• Private research outlays need size, predictability, and structured linkages with higher
education institutions (HEIs).



Fact 

• Today, India’s GERD sits near 0.65% of GDP, with enterprises funding about two-fifths.
Advanced economies show a higher firm share. Yet India has bright spots.

• Tata Motors reported revenue of about ₹4.38 lakh crore in FY24 and R&D outlay of
₹29,398 crore, an intensity of 6.7%. Sun Pharma invested 6.7% of global revenues in
R&D in FY24. Dr. Reddy’s spent ₹22.9 billion, about 8.2% of sales.

• Bharat Electronics dedicated 6.24% of turnover to R&D in FY24, an important signal in a
strategic sector. Reliance Industries recorded over ₹4,100 crore of R&D expenditure in
FY2024-25.

• India has the labs, talent, and markets. The task before the industry is clear: set
transparent targets, match grants that buy real lab time, and collaborate better.
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• Electricity-related accidents killed over 18,000 people in India in 2023. Electrocution is the primary
reason followed by lightning and electrical fire

• Over the years, electrical fatality rate — the number of deaths per lakh population — has risen.

• In 2023, at least one person per lakh population died due to electrical accidents in India. In Japan,
Australia, New Zealand, the U.K. and the U.S., the electrical fatality rate was between 0.01 and 0.04.

• Among States, the four-year average electrical fatality rate varied widely, ranging from as low as 0.2
in some States to as high as 2.6 in others.

• Until 2013, the Accidental Deaths and Suicides in India report showed the break-up of electrical
deaths in more than 50 megacities.



• In 2013, around 13% of the total electrical deaths in India occurred in megacities. These
cities also had a higher proportion of deaths due to electrical fires (~25%) and a
comparatively smaller share of deaths from shocks (~11%).

• According to the Chief Electrical Inspectorate, in 2025, 61% of accidents occurred in
distribution networks, followed by non-industrial consumer premises at 30%.

• Given that most accidents occurred at the distribution level, we examined data from
select distribution companies (DISCOMs). DISCOMs reported that more than 90% of the
victims were general public .

• Most accidents in 2025 occurred due to accidental contact with live wire (35%) and
neglect in safety measures or lack of supervision (15%). This shows poor attention to
safety by the DISCOMs and low awareness among the public.



Madhvacharya
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• Madhvacharya (13th century CE) was a renowned Indian philosopher, theologian and
founder of the Dvaita (dualism) school of Vedanta. He is revered as a major Vaishnava
acharya and is traditionally regarded as an incarnation of Vayu, the Wind God.

• Born as Vāsudeva in Pajaka village near Udupi, Karnataka (1199–1278 CE or 1238–1317
CE, dates debated).

• Exceptional physical strength and intellect—nicknamed Bhima.

• Took Sannyasa as a teenager, initiated by Achyutapreksha, receiving the names Purna
Prajna and later Ananda Tirtha.



Historical Context:

• His Philosophy (Dvaita Vedanta):

• Madhvacharya’s school, Tattvavāda, is based on realist dualism.

• These differences are natural, eternal and real, rejecting monism.

God:

• Vishnu/Narayana is the supreme independent reality (Svatantra Tattva).
• All souls and matter are dependent realities.
• Liberation (moksha) is possible only through Vishnu’s grace.



Contribution to Bhakti Movement:

• Reinforced personal devotion to Vishnu and daily remembrance of God (Smarana).
• Rejected Advaita’s non-dualism; debated Shankara and Ramanuja traditions.

Authored 37 Sanskrit works, including commentaries on:

• Bhagavad Gita
• Brahma Sutras (Madhva-bhashya & Anuvyakhyana)
• Principal Upanishads
• Bhagavata Purana (Tatparya-nirnaya)
• Founded the Udupi Krishna Mutt, establishing the famous Ashta Mathas tradition.
• Inspired later Dvaita scholars: Jayatirtha, Vyasatirtha, Raghavendra Tirtha.



Dardanelles Strait








