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Content. 

• India is implementing a larger strategy to reduce its dependence on oil imports from

Russia, with the higher tariffs imposed by the U.S. coming at a time when India was

already cutting its Russian oil imports, according to an analysis of official data. This has

been confirmed by government officials.

• An analysis by The Hindu of government trade data shows India’s oil imports from
Russia in September 2025 — the first full month during which the U.S.’s 50% tariffs on
Indian imports were applicable — were 29% lower in value and 17% lower in volume than

in September 2024.

• However, the data show that this is part of a larger strategy rather than a reaction to the

tariffs, half of which were imposed as a “penalty” for importing Russian oil.



Content. 

• The additional tariff came into effect on August 27. However, data show that India had cut

the value of Russian oil imports in eight of the previous 10 months up to September

2025, compared with the corresponding period of 2024.

• In five of these months — February, May, June, July, and September — the cuts exceeded

20% each.

• “India has known for a while now that its dependence on Russian oil imports had grown

too high and so it was already working on a plan to reduce this,” an official in the

Ministry of Commerce and Industry told The Hindu on condition of anonymity.

• Since the 50% tariffs were imposed, U.S. President Donald Trump has been repeatedly

claiming that India will be cutting its imports of Russian oil, something the Indian

government has neither confirmed nor denied.



Content. 

• The reduction of Russian oil is not just in absolute terms, but also in terms of its share in

India’s total oil imports. Russian oil accounted for about 41% of India’s total oil imports in

September 2024, which came down to 31% by September 2025. However, rather than a

one-off, the data confirm that this is part of a longer process.

• Russia’s share in India’s oil imports grew from 1.6% in 2020-21 to 2% in 2021-22, before

jumping to 19% in 2022-23, 33.4% in 2023-24, and 35.1% in 2024-25.

• The first six months of 2025-26 had, however, snapped this four-year increasing trend,

with Russia’s share falling to 32.3% in the April-September period.



Content. 

• Russia’s war in Ukraine, the resultant sanctions on it by the U.S. and Europe, and the
discounts it provided India resulted in a significant shift in India’s oil import basket for a
few years after the war started, with an increasing dependence on Russia.

• Some of that is now reversing itself as India has started shifting away from Russian oil.

In 2021-22, the U.S. accounted for 9.2% of India’s oil imports and the UAE accounted for
12.4%. This was when Russia accounted for only 2% of India’s oil imports. By 2024-25,

Russia accounted for 35.1% of India’s oil, while the shares of the U.S. and the UAE had
fallen to 4.6% and 9.7%, respectively.

• In the first six months of 2025-26, the U.S. share has once again increased to 8% and that

of the UAE to 11.7%, even as Russia’s share has fallen to 32.3%.



Mains Question

• Q. India’s growing oil import dependence poses serious economic,

strategic, and environmental challenges. Analyse the key factors driving

this dependence and suggest a long-term roadmap to strengthen

India’s energy security.

• भारत की ब±ती कÍचे तेल आयात-निभभरता आͬथभक, सामररक और
पयाभवरणीय èतर पर गभंीर चुिौनतयाȱ Ĥèतुत करती है। इस निभभरता
के Ĥमुख कारणɉ का ववæलेषण कीजिए तथा भारत की ऊिाभ सुर¢ा को
म«बूत करिे हेतु दी�भकाललक रोडमैप सुझाइए।
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• The Supreme Court on Wednesday gave the Commission for Air Quality Management in

National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas (CAQM) a free hand to take “any proactive

measure” to curb air pollution throttling Delhi-NCR after the statutory body proposed to

include choice Stage IV curbs of the Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP) like work

from home and 50% of office attendance in the ongoing Stage III of GRAP itself.

• The court also directed the CAQM to look into the issue of schools conducting sports

events in November and December.

• Ms. Singh said such events virtually amount to putting children in a gas chamber.

• The court made it clear that the CAQM must pass the necessary directions to the States

concerned on this issue.



Content. 

• Commission for Air Quality Management in NCR and adjoining Areas (CAQM) is a

statutory body established under the Commission for Air Quality Management in National

Capital Region (NCR) and Adjoining Areas, Act 2021.

• The Act also dissolved the Environment Pollution Prevention and Control Authority

(EPCA) established in the NCR in 1998.

• The chairperson of the Commission will be a government official of the rank of Secretary

to the Government of India or Chief Secretary to the State government.

• The Commission has exclusive jurisdiction over the National Capital Region (NCR),

including areas in Haryana, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, and Rajasthan, in matters of air

pollution.

• It supersedes bodies such as the central and state pollution control boards of Delhi,

Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, and Rajasthan.



Content. 

• The Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP) is a set of emergency measures taken to

prevent further deterioration of air quality after the AQI of the Delhi-NCR region reaches a

certain threshold.

• It was approved by the Supreme Court in 2016 in its verdict in M. C. Mehta vs. Union of

India.

• GRAP was first notified by MoEFCC in 2017. This was based on a plan that was

submitted by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) in November 2016.

• Implementing agency: Initially, GRAP was implemented by the Environment Pollution

(Prevention and Control) Authority (now dissolved).

• From 2021 onwards, the GRAP is being implemented by the Commission for Air Quality

Management in NCR & Adjoining Areas (CAQM).





• Air Quality Index (AQI) is a number, which is a measure of air quality.

• AQI value ranges from 0 to 500. The higher the AQI, the worse the air.

• National AQI was launched in India in 2014 by the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate

Change (MoEFCC) as part of the Swachh Bharat campaign.

• Objective: To help simplify the common understanding of air pollution.

• The AQI scheme was recommended by IIT Kanpur and an Expert Group.

• AQI considers eight pollutants for which 24-hour average National Ambient Air Quality Standards

(NAAQS) are prescribed. The pollutants are:

• Particulate Matter (PM10),

• Particulate Matter (PM2.5)

• Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2)

• Sulphur Dioxide (SO2)

• Carbon Monoxide (CO)

• Ozone (O3)

• Ammonia (NH3)

• Lead (Pb)
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• On July 24, 2023, the United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution to declare

October 29 each year as International Day of Care and Support.

• This resolution recognised the critical role of comprehensive care and support policies,

aimed at reducing, redistributing and valuing unpaid care and domestic work, to the well-

being of society and all its members — in particular, children, older persons and persons

with disabilities — more so, as a disproportionate share of care and domestic work is

undertaken by women and adolescent girls.

• It also remains invisible, undervalued and unaccounted for in national statistics, and

neglected in economic and social policymaking.



Content. 

• Integrated Child Development Services Scheme (ICDS) in 1975

• It is one of the world’s largest early childhood development programmes today, with 1.4

million Anganwadi (childcare) centres operating across the country, reaching 23 million

children, and serviced by around 2.4 million Anganwadi workers and helpers.

• Based on estimated population projections, and the need to reach over 60 million

children by 2030, this number is likely to almost double to 2.6 million centres with over

five million workers.

• Underpaid and undervalued

• This is partly driven by the perception of early years teachers as carers, addressing

primary needs of food, hygiene and immunisation, not as professionals.



Content. 

• In the context of climate change, the need for good quality childcare services for the rural

and urban poor is rapidly rising.

• There is sufficient evidence to show that poor women and children are the worst affected

by the impacts of climate change and extreme weather events, such as floods or

droughts.

• They confront reduced access to health and care services, alongside diverse and healthy

food.

• When families migrate to urban areas, the higher costs of living — in particular rentals —
make it imperative for women to find work too, which is often domestic and care work in

the homes of the middle classes.



• The Government of India’s Time Use in India 2024 survey confirms the feminisation of

care-work, with women spending an average of 426 minutes a day (over seven hours) on

unpaid domestic and care work as against 163 minutes (over two hours) by men (Ministry

of Statistics and Programme Implementation).

• Together, this would constitute 15%-17% of GDP. Smaller scale studies demonstrate clear

links between the mother’s lack of time for care and feeding and child undernutrition, as

visible in the persistently high child stunting levels at over 35%.

• Only 11% of children aged six months-23 months had a minimum acceptable diet

(National Family Health Survey 5, 2019-21), raising cognitive and developmental

concerns.

• Caring for the children of migrant workers is even more demanding as the parents work

full-time, often living in poor conditions.



• Recognition of childcare workers is clearly a first step in highlighting their critical role in

providing quality, nurturing care, and laying the foundation for a strong and inclusive nation.

• Yet, there is a lot more to do — apart from ensuring that they have decent wages and working

conditions, there is a need to redirect resources to both skill-building of these care-workers

and the strengthening of care infrastructure.

• There is still little provision for the child below the age of three years, with only 2,500 of the

over 10,000 crèches approved under the Government of India’s Palna Scheme, currently

operational.

• As compared to the current public investment of approximately 0.4% of GDP, the ambitions of

universalising good quality care would need a tripling of budgetary allocation to between 1%-

1.5% of GDP — the standard in Scandinavian countries that have universal childcare coverage.



Mains Question

• Q. Childcare workers form the backbone of early childhood development, yet

their contribution remains undervalued and under-supported. Critically examine

the role they play in shaping human capital and discuss the reforms needed to

strengthen this workforce in India.

• बाल देखभाल कमी (Childcare Workers) Ĥारजभभक बाãयावèथा ववकास की
आधारलिला होते हɇ, फिर भी उिका योगदाि अÈसर उपेͯ¢त और अपयाभÜत Ǿप से
समͬथभत रहता है। मािव पूȱिी निमाभण मɅ उिकी भलूमका का समालोचिा×मक
मãूयांकि कीजिए तथा भारत मɅ इस कायभबल को सिÈत बिािे हेतु आवæयक
सधुारɉ पर चचाभ कीजिए।
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• The majority decision by a Bench of the Supreme Court to reverse its May 2025 order,

which had stayed the grant of post-facto environmental clearances, illustrates the

difficulty of dealing with the seemingly irreversible consequences of a much-abused law.

• The Environment (Protection) Act 1986 and EIA notifications of 1994 and 2006 are framed

around prior environmental clearance (EC), which means that large construction and

industrial projects must not start work until an authority has assessed their

consequences.

• Decisions by the Court including Common Cause (2017) and Alembic Pharmaceuticals

(2020) treated post-facto EC as impermissible where prior EC was mandatory.



Fact 

• A clearance granted after construction has begun or finished cannot replicate the

EIA’s rationale, which is to make environment-related decisions before the potential

cumulative consequences are underway.

• Post-facto clearances can only impose penalties, prescribe mitigation or order

closure or demolition.

• Even if the judiciary permits such ECs in some circumstances now, the clearances

will be remedial and sit uneasily with the structure of environmental jurisprudence

in India since the 1990s.

• The majority’s concern about differential treatment of past and future violators is

also understandable, even if its remedy is not.
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• Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed Bin Salman’s visit to the White House marked the official

end of a brief chill in relations between the most powerful country and the most

influential Arab state.

• Ties had hit a low after Jamal Khashoggi, a Saudi dissident journalist in the U.S., was

murdered inside the kingdom’s consulate in Istanbul in October 2018. U.S. intelligence

agencies later concluded that MBS had ordered the killing.

• One persistent complication, however, has been Israel, America’s closest regional ally,

which does not have formal diplomatic ties with Riyadh.

• After the Abraham Accords were signed, the Biden administration pushed Saudi Arabia

to join the framework by normalising ties with Israel. MBS had said in September 2023

that Saudi Arabia and Israel were in an advanced stage of negotiations.



Content. 

• Today, Saudi Arabia says it remains open to joining the Accords, but only if there is a

credible, time-bound path towards a two-state solution to the Palestine question — a

position Israel opposes.

• Mr. Trump appears to have realised both the regional complexities and Israel’s
intransigence.

• He now seems prepared to deepen ties with Saudi Arabia without demanding an

immediate commitment to recognise Israel.

• In effect, he has de-hyphenated Saudi Arabia from the Abraham Accords, for now,

choosing instead to cultivate direct, stronger ties with the kingdom, which he views as

central to his broader West Asia plans.
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• India’s National TB Elimination Programme (NTEP) was swift in adopting these

technologies, installing thousands of point-of-care molecular testing units across the

country.

• Today, we have enough and more evidence of how this has significantly reduced the time

between suspecting TB and starting treatment, thereby greatly enhancing TB

management protocols.

• Established by the Kochon Foundation of the Republic of Korea and in collaboration with

the Stop TB Partnership, the Kochon Prize is one of the world’s most distinguished

awards for TB control contributions.

• It has honoured scientists, organisations and individuals whose innovations have

radically enhanced TB outcomes.



• The Kochon prize has been awarded to India twice — in 2006 to Dr. L.S. Chauhan, Deputy

Director General–Tuberculosis, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (joint winner with

TB/HIV activist Winstone Zulu from Zambia), and in 2017 to the Indian Council of Medical

Research (ICMR).

• This year’s recognition is not just another win for India. It is a global acknowledgement of the
power of affordable indigenous innovation.

• this year, when Goa-based Molbio Diagnostics was awarded the coveted Kochon Prize for its

contributions to TB diagnostics.

• The National Tuberculosis Elimination Programme (NTEP) aims to eliminate tuberculosis (TB)

in India by 2025.

• The target includes reducing TB incidence by 80%, decreasing TB-related deaths by 90%, and

ensuring zero catastrophic costs for TB patients.
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• The water looks clear, but tests reveal a different story: uranium levels far above the permissible

limit. In nearby villages, children suffer skeletal deformities from fluoride-laced groundwater, while

families spend what little they earn on hospital visits.

• The latest Annual Groundwater Quality Report (2024) paints a grim picture. Nearly one-fifth of

samples from over 440 districts exceed safe contamination limits.

• In Punjab, almost a third show uranium above permissible levels, with fluoride, nitrate, and arsenic

also widespread. India’s dependence on groundwater, with 600 million people relying on it for

drinking and most irrigation, makes this a national crisis.

• The World Bank estimates that environmental degradation, largely from polluted water and soil,

drains India of nearly 80 billion dollars each year, around 6% of GDP.

• Health costs from unsafe water run into billions annually, while waterborne diseases result in

millions of lost working days.



• The link between contamination and human capital loss is especially alarming. In Gujarat’s
Mehsana district, fluorosis has disabled workers, reduced their earning capacity, and plunged

households into cycles of wage loss and medical bills.

• Agriculture, which employs over 40% of Indians, is also under siege. Soil degradation affects

nearly a third of the country’s land, with polluted irrigation water accelerating the decline.

• Heavy metals and residues in groundwater reduce yields and accumulate in crops. Research

shows that farms near polluted stretches of water experience a drop in productivity and

income.

• The risks extend beyond village boundaries. Contamination undermines not only the quantity

but also the quality of crops.

• International buyers are increasingly demanding traceability and safety standards, and

instances of export rejections over contamination concerns highlight the dangers of

complacency.



Global Methane Status Report
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• The 2025 Global Methane Status Report, released by UNEP, serves as a mid-term

evaluation of the Global Methane Pledge, revealing that while projected emissions

growth has slowed, current commitments will fail to meet the 2030 target.

• Full implementation of current NDCs and Methane Action Plans (MAPs) would reduce

emissions by only 8% below 2020 levels by 2030, far short of the GMP’s 30% target.

• 127 countries (65% of Paris Agreement parties) now include methane measures in NDCs,

a 38% increase from pre-2020, but only six countries (Canada, Japan, Moldova, Norway,

USA, Vietnam) have national targets directly comparable to the GMP.



Major Sources of Methane Emission:

• Agriculture (42%, 146 Mt): Dominated by enteric fermentation from livestock (76%

of agricultural emissions) and rice cultivation (21%).

• Energy (38%, 135 Mt): Comprises oil and gas production (64 Mt from upstream, 17

Mt from downstream) and coal mining (43 Mt).

• Waste (20%, 71 Mt): Primarily from municipal solid waste in landfills (37 Mt) and

wastewater (30 Mt from domestic and industrial).
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