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•

•
•

 
not cover members of the Scheduled Tribes under Article 342 of the Constitution.
Customary laws of some tribes in Assam allow multiple marriages.

An anti-polygamy Bill tabled by Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma in the State
Assembly on Tuesday prescribes imprisonment and heavy fines for people entering into,
or hiding, a second marriage while the first continues to be valid.
The Assam Prohibition of Polygamy Bill, 2025, makes polygamy a criminal offence,
punishable with up to seven years in jail and a fine, and up to 10 years in jail if a person
enters into a marriage while concealing an existing one.
The punishment will be doubled for repeat offenders, it says. 

BarringtheSixthScheduleareas,thedraftlawwillbeapplicableacrosstheStateand will 



 
contrary to the provisions of the law knowingly and willingly. Penalties have been
prescribed for other abettors, too.
A provision of the anti-polygamy Bill expands the scope of its jurisdiction beyond 
residents of the State.

Content.

•It brings village heads, qazis (Muslim clerics who solemnise marriages), parents, and 
legal guardians of people indulging in polygamy under its scope. 

•Anyone who “wilfully hides, neglects or unreasonably delays” information to the police 
about such marriages may be punished as the main offenders and jailed for up to two 
years and fined up to ₹1 lakh.

•

• The fine may extend to ₹1.5 lakh for any priest or qazi who solemnises a marriage



Content.

•Polygamy comes from two words: “poly,” which means “many,” and “gamos,” which 

•Thus, polygamy is marriage in which a spouse of either sex may have more than one 
mate at the same time.

•Traditionally, polygamy — mainly the situation of a man having more than one wife — 
was practiced widely in India. The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 outlawed the practice.

•The Special Marriage Act (SMA), 1954 allows individuals to perform inter-religious 
marriages, but it forbids polygamy. The Act has been used by many Muslim women to
help them stop practicing polygamy.

means “marriage.” As a result, polygamy relates to marriages that are several.



Polyandry:
•
•
•

It is a type of marriage in which a female has several husbands.
Nevertheless, this can be an extremely uncommon occurrence.
The National Family Health Survey-5 (2019-20) showed the prevalence of polygamy was 2.1%
among Christians, 1.9% among Muslims, 1.3% among Hindus, and 1.6% among other religious
groups.
The data showed that the highest prevalence of polygynous marriages was in the Northeastern
states with tribal populations.
The Hindu Marriage Act, which came into effect in 1955, made it clear that Hindu polygamy would
be abolished and criminalized.
Under Section 11 Act, which states that polygamous marriages are void, the Act cautiously
mandates monogamous relationships.

•

•
•

•When someone performs it, they are punished under Section 17 of the very same Act, as well as 
Sections 494 and 495 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860.
Because Buddhists, Jains, and Sikhs are all considered Hindus and do not have their own laws,
the provisions in the Hindu Marriage Act apply to these three religious denominations as well.

•



Parsi:
•The Parsi Marriage and Divorce Act, 1936, had already outlawed bigamy.
•Any Parsi, who has been married during his or her life, is subject to the penalties 

provided for by the India Penal Code for an offence to return to marriage during the
lifetime of a Parsi or not, without being legally divorced by a wife or husband or having
his or her previous marriage declared invalid or dissolved.

Muslims:
•The clauses under the ‘Muslim Personal Law Application Act (Shariat) of 1937, as 

construed by the All India Muslim Personal Law Board, apply to Muslims in India.
•Polygamy is not prohibited in Muslim legislation because it is recognised as a religious 

practice, hence they tend to preserve and practice it. The Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution, under Article 244(2) and Article 275(1) of the Constitution, is provided
for the administration of tribal areas in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, and Mizoram. •



Mains Question
•Q. The debate on a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in India oscillates between ensuring equality before law

preserving the country’s cultural and religious diversity. In this context, critically examine the constit

social, and political challenges in implementing a UCC, and evaluate whether recent legal and policy

developments indicate a gradual movement towards uniformity in personal laws.

•भारत म� यूू�नफ़ॉम म�स�वल कोड (UCC) को ि◌�माता और Êयाय ि◌�ुन��त क�रेे का ि◌ा�ध �माा
जाता है,ै लेेक�क यह धासमकमि-ास्ांकृृनतक �व�वधता और ȭÕततगत स्ित�ांता को लेेकर गभांीर �चतांाएँँ
भी उÆपन्ि करता है।ै �इ ि◌दांभ मम� UCC को लागूू क�रेे ि◌े ेजुुडी िि◌ैैांधा�नक, ि◌ामाÕजक �ए ◌ां
रा�जीनतक िि◌ुुौनतय� का ि◌माि�लोाÆमक परी³ण क�Õजए तथा यह भी मूूलयाां�क क�Õजए कक तया
हाल केे Êयानयक �ए ◌ांि◌ीनतगत कदम ȭÕततगत ि�काूू� म� ि◌�माता क� ददशाम� þसमक पर�र�तम
का ि◌केेांत देेतेे ह�।



Page No. 10, GS 2





• A day after an Indian citizen from Arunachal Pradesh was detained at the Shanghai 
international airportas Chineseofficials refused to recognise her Indianpassport, External
Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said India had taken up the case with
Chinese authorities “strongly” and reiterated that Arunachal Pradesh is an “inalienable”
part of India.

“Arunachal Pradesh is an integral and inalienable part of India, and this is a self-evident 
fact. No amount of denial by the Chinese side is going to change this indisputable 
reality,” said Mr. Jaiswal after the Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson said the 
individual concerned — Prema Wangjom Thongdok — was treated as per Chinese laws.
“The detention issue has been taken up strongly with the Chinese side. Chinese 
authorities have still not been able to explain their actions, which are in violation of 
several conventions governing international air travel. The actions by the Chinese 
authorities also violate their own regulations that allow visa-free transit up to 24 hours 
for nationals of all countries,” Mr. Jaiswal said.

•

•



•

•

•

 
or South Tibet.

China has refuted the allegations that the Indian woman was harassed at Shanghai
airport, saying that the actions taken by the Chinese immigration officials were as
per laws and regulations.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao Ning claimed that the woman was not 
subjected to any compulsory measures, detainment or harassment as alleged by 
her. The airline also provided food, drink, and a place to rest for the person 
concerned, Ms. Mao said.
“We learnt that China’s border inspection authorities have gone through the whole 
process according to the laws and regulations and fully protected the lawful rights 
and interests of the person concerned,” Ms. Mao said.

• Shealsoreiterated China’s claims over Arunachal Pradesh, which it calls Zangnan 



•

•

•

•

•

The India-China border dispute refers to the long-standing and complex territorial disputes
along their shared border of 3,488 kilometres.
The main areas of dispute are Aksai Chin, located in the western sector, and Arunachal 
Pradesh, in the eastern sector.
Aksai Chin: China administers Aksai Chin as part of its Xinjiang region, while India considers
it part of its UT of Ladakh. The region holds strategic significance due to its proximity to the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and its potential as a military route.
Arunachal Pradesh: China claims the entire state of Arunachal Pradesh, referring to it as
"South Tibet". India administers this region as a northeastern state and considers it an
integral part of its territory.
No Clear Demarcation: The border between India and China is not clearly demarcated
throughout and there is no mutually agreed Line of Actual Control (LAC) along certain
stretches. LAC came into existence after the 1962 Indo-China war.



Mains Question
•Q. China’s recent escalation along the Line of Actual Control—particularly through the political assert

of sovereignty by renaming locations in Arunachal Pradesh—has renewed tensions in the India-China

border dispute. In this context, examine the strategic, diplomatic, and military responses adopted by 

and analyse how these measures aim to safeguard territorial integrity and maintain stability in the re

•हाल ही म� िि◌ी द�्ारा अơ�णाल Ēदेेश केे �वसभन्ि �ȸा� केे ि◌ाम बदलकर अ�पी ि◌Ēांभुताका
�दाा मज़बूूत क�रेे केे Ē�या� ि◌े ेभारत–ि�ी ि◌ीमा ि�वाद को ि◌ए �सरेे ि◌े ेउभार ददया है।ै�इ
िदांभ मम� भारत द�्ारा अ�पाए गए ि◌ामररक, कूू�ट�नतक �ए ◌ांि◌ैÊय कदम� क� परी�ा क�Õजएतथा
�वचलेेषण क�Õजए कक येे उपाय भारत क� �ेčीय अखडांता और ि◌ीमा �ेč म� Õȸरता ि◌�ुन��त
क�रेे म� क�क Ēकार ि◌हायक ह�।



Page No. 12, GS 

2



Content.
•The Centre’s lack of response to a judicial direction to install CCTV cameras in the 

offices of agencies like the CBI, ED, and the NIA to prevent custodial torture prompted 
the Supreme Court on Tuesday to ask if it was taking the top court “very lightly”.
It has been five years since a Supreme Court judgment made it mandatory for the police
and Central probe agencies to fix and maintain CCTV cameras at police stations and
offices of Central law enforcement agencies with powers of “interrogation”.

The court was shocked to discover that custodial cruelty had far from faded, with reports 
of 11 custodial deaths in eight months in Rajasthan.
A Bench of Justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta chose to suo motu re-examine the 
level of compliance shown by States, Union Territories, and the Centre to the 2020 
judgment of the court.

•

•

•



•

•

•

•

 
kind of interrogations.

However, the Bench on Tuesday found that the response to its concern from the States and Union
Territories was at best lukewarm, with only 11 of them condescending to even file compliance
reports. The Centre did not file one.
“The Union of India is taking the court very lightly. Why?” Justice Nath asked.
Justice Mehta said police stations were live-streamed in the United States. The Solicitor-General 
replied that there were also “private resort-type jails in America”.
In 2020, a three-judge Bench headed by Justice Rohinton F. Nariman (now retired), in Paramvir
Singh Saini versus Baljit Singh, had directed the Centre to compulsorily install CCTV cameras and
recording equipment in police stations as a deterrent against custodial torture.

Thecourthadorderedsimilar surveillance in the offices of central agencies which conducts any •



Mains Question
•Q. Despite constitutional safeguards and judicial interventions, allegations of custodial 

continue to surface in India, raising concerns about accountability, transparency, and p

reforms. In this context, examine the structural, legal, and institutional gaps that enab

custodial torture, and discuss measures needed to ensure humane policing and protect

human rights.

•�����धा�नक �Ēा�धा� और Êयायपासलका केे ह×त�ेप� केे �बाजूƤ भारत म� पुस�ल 
दह�रात म� या�ता (custodial torture) क� घ�टाए ँलगातार ि◌ा�मेे आती रहतीह�, 
ि�Õजेे �जाबदेेही, पारदसशतमा और पुस�ल ि◌धुुार� पर गभांीर Ē�च उठते ह�। �इ ि◌दांभ मम� 
दह�रात म� या�ता को ि◌भांि ि�बाेे ि◌ाली ि◌रांि�ाÆमक, ि�काूी और ि◌स्ांथागत कसमय� 
क� परी�ा क�Õजए तथा ि�मााचधकार� क� र�ा और ि�माीय पुसल�सगा ंि◌�ुनु��त क�रेे 
हेेत ु�आचयक उपाय� पर िि◌ा मक�Õजए।
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Content. 

•

•

Air quality issue requires engagement with citizens, not intimidation
Emissions from industry, power generation, transport and agriculture circulate in this
shared airshed. 

•Delhi’s middle class has usually responded with air purifiers, closed windows, vacations 
and private dissatisfaction — but apparently not anymore. 

•Long-term analyses of particulate pollution, such as the Air Quality Life Index, have 
shown that unsafe air is now the norm for most of India — and that present regulation,
monitoring, and enforcement arrangements are insufficient across States and sectors.



The focus should be on interventions in power, industry, transport, construction and
agriculture, with tighter norms and real enforcement, time-bound retirement or
retrofitting of polluting plants, support for cleaner fuels and technologies and credible 
alternatives for farmers burning crop residue.

Content.
•Treating the problem as a seasonal emergency, in the face of evidence pointing to a 

permanent condition demanding permanent institutions, has encouraged only bursts of 
action.
The Commission for Air Quality Management was created to address this fragmentation
and is empowered to direct emissions control, coordinate among States and agencies,
and impose sanctions. Yet, its interventions have not matched the scale or persistence of 
the problem.

•

•
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Content. 

• Recently, actors Abhishek Bachchan and Aishwarya Rai Bachchan filed a lawsuit against Google
and YouTube in the Delhi High Court. 

 
infringe upon their personality rights, resulting in reputational and financial damage. They sought
compensation, but also safeguards to prevent such content from being used to train future AI
models.
This case highlights how AI blurs the lines between authenticity and deception, prompting us to
reassess the legal and ethical frameworks governing personality rights.
Personality rights, which include the right to control one’s name, image, likeness, voice, and other
identifiers of identity, have long been a bulwark against unauthorised exploitation.

•

•

• They alleged that AI-generated videos portraying them in fictitious and often explicit scenarios



•Rooted in concepts of privacy, dignity, and economic autonomy, these rights evolved 
from common law principles to address commercial exploitation. 

•However, the emergence of AI, particularly in the form of generative technologies 
such as deepfakes, has amplified these vulnerabilities. 

•Deepfakes, AI-generated content that swap faces or voices, propagate 
misinformation, enable extortion, and erode trust. While AI fosters innovation, its
unchecked use risks commodifying human identity, demanding legal safeguards.

•In India, these rights lack codification and stem from Article 21 of the Constitution, 
affirmed in Justice K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India (2017).



•

•

•  
remains reactive. 

•While the Information Technology Act, 2000, and the 2024 Intermediary Guidelines 
address impersonation and deepfakes, enforcement is hindered by anonymity and
cross-border data sharing.

Courts have since classified AI infringements as privacy or intellectual property
breaches.
Landmark cases include Amitabh Bachchan v. Rajat Nagi (2022), which recognised
personality rights; Anil Kapoor v. Simply Life India (2023), where AI reproductions of Mr.
Kapoor’s identity and his catchphrase “Jhakaas” were banned for diluting brand value;
and Arijit Singh v. Codible Ventures LLP (2024), where the Bombay High Court protected
Mr. Singh’s voice from AI replication. 

Theseindicateajudicialshifttowardsaprivacy-propertyhybrid.Yet,India’sframework 
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Content. 

• A case in Chandigarh, where a college professor was sacked after a probe by the Internal
Complaints Committee (ICC) under the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention,
Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013 (or the POSH Act) marks a rare but important precedent.
The students’ complaint, filed on September 12, 2024, was investigated, and the allegations of
sexual harassment were proven.•

•While this outcome is being hailed as “justice served”, it also exposes the low conviction rate 
under the POSH Act and the gaps that prevent it from delivering justice with consistency and
empathy, especially in educational institutions where young women and men face unequal power
dynamics.
Emotional harassment that stems from deceitful or manipulative relationships also remains
outside the Act’s ambit. When consent is obtained through fraud or emotional coercion, it should 
be treated as harassment.

•



•  
mechanism to connect or pursue those cases jointly. This absence allows repeat
offenders to go unchecked.

•Women have long relied on informal networks to warn each other about unsafe 
individuals.

•Vague definitions within the Act further shift the burden of proof onto the woman. She 
must prove harassment within an institutional structure that is often hesitant, ill-
equipped, and risk-averse. In most genuine cases, harassment is not a single act but a
behavioural pattern.

•The Act is also silent on inter-institutional complaints. In academia, visiting faculty, 
research collaborations and conferences create multiple spaces for interaction across
institutions. 

When an accused person’s misconduct spans different campuses, there is no





•

•

•

•

•

A woman can file a written complaint to the internal or local complaints committee
within three to six months of the sexual harassment incident.
The PoSH Act mandates States to appoint an officer in every district who would play
a “pivotal” role in implementing the Act.
Sections 5 and 6 of the POSH Act detail that the District Officers would constitute
Local Complaints Committees (LCCs).
Vishaka Guidelines were stipulated by the Supreme Court in the Vishaka and others
v State of Rajasthan case in 1997, regarding sexual harassment at the workplace.
The Court drew its strength from several provisions of the Constitution, including
Article 15 and General Recommendations of the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), which India ratified in 1993.
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Originally intended to last 60 years, it was renewed in 2005.

As Saudi Arabia’s trading partner, the U.S. now ranks below China and India.

Content. 

• As adrenaline-high at the Saudi-American Summit last week demonstrated, the 80-year-old bilateral 
alliance remains perhaps the oldest transactional deal still going strong. 

•It predates the establishment of post-Second World War global architectures such as the United 
Nations, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and the Bretton Woods Institutions. 
It was conceived as a secret “oil-for-security” strategic partnership signed on Valentine’s Day 1945 
between U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt and King Abdul Aziz bin Abdul Rehman al-Saud on 
the USS Quincy in the Suez Canal Area.

•

•

•



•

•

•

•

Historically, the ties came under strain during the Ramadan War of 1973, when Saudi Arabia
joined an Arab oil embargo.
In the mid-1980s, the Saudis surprised the Americans by buying intermediate-range ballistic
missiles from China, a country they did not even recognise then. There have been tensions as
the American military supplies were staunched during the Yemen war, affecting Saudi offensive
and defensive capabilities against the Houthis.

The assassination of Jamal Khashoggi, a prominent Saudi commentator working with The 
Washington Post, in the Saudi consulate in Istanbul in October 2018 jolted ties, and the Biden 
presidency initially decided to keep MbS at arm’s-length. The friction pushed the Saudis into 
diversifying their ties with China and Russia.
In December 2022, China’s President Xi Jinping visited Riyadh and held three separate 
summits with the leaders of Saudi Arabia, Arab and Muslim countries, respectively. Later, 
Beijing also facilitated the resumption of diplomatic ties between Saudi Arabia and Iran.



Fact

•MbS readily agreed to raise the promised Saudi investments in the U.S. economy 

The amount is nearly as big as the country’s GDP and the entire corpus of the
Kingdom’s Public Investment Fund (PIF), which already has 40% of its foreign
investments in the U.S. economy. The groundbreaking Strategic Defence Agreement
was signed, formally designating Saudi Arabia as a “major non-NATO ally” and
committing the U.S. to actively assist Saudi Arabia if it came under an attack.
The Washington Summit does have several implications for India. 

•

•

from $600 billion to $1 trillion without a fixed time frame.

•



Fact
•First, it may provide advanced U.S. military equipment access to Pakistan, with 

which Riyadh concluded a strategic mutual defence agreement in September 2025,
apparently with the U.S. nod-and-wink.

•Second, although India, as the world’s third-largest oil importer, would prefer oil 
prices to be low, moderation and stability in the oil market may still be preferable as 
it navigates for alternative sources to Russian supplies.

•Third, soaring Saudi ambitions for its post-oil Vision-2030, such as AI data centres, 
may create economic opportunities for India.

•Fourth, curbing China’s foray into Saudi Arabia may open the door wider for India. 
India also needs to prioritise entering into a Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement with Saudi Arabia.



Exercise Suryakiran



Content. 

Aim: To improve operational synergy in jungle warfare, counter-terrorism operations, 
mountainwarfare,andintegratemoderntechnologiesforimprovedinteroperabilityand
tactical coordination.

 
alternately by India and Nepal to enhance defence cooperation, coordination, and military 
preparedness.

Nations Involved: Indian Army and Nepal Army.

•

•

•
•

India and Nepal will launch the 19th edition of Exercise Suryakiran from November 25 to
December 8 in Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand.

Exercise Suryakiran is a bilateral, annual, battalion-level military exercise conducted






