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» Dr. Thomas Pookadil appointed as the new Director of
BRIC-NCCS Pune (appointments)

Al gives Ayurveda a new identity: Research will be
accessible in 13 languages (agreements)

»

» Shock to global politics: Former Suriname
President Santokhi passes away (obituaries)

)) NASA's Artemis Il mission: Humans to return to the
Moon in 2026 (sci-tech)

» Promoting Science Dissemination: 5-year MoU (sci-
tech) between AP Science City and CSIR-NIScPR

» Speeding up insolvency resolution: India approves
IBC Amendment Bill 2026 (national)

Digital Census 2027: Phase-1to begin on April 1, 2026
(national)

»

» World Autism Awareness Day (Imp. Day)
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1. Dr. Thomas Pucadyil Appointed as New Director of
BRIC-NCCS Pune

Dr. Thomas Pucadyil has been appointed as the new
Director of the Pune-based BRIC-NCCS (National Centre
for Cell Science), a premier institute for advanced cell
biology research in India. He succeeds Manisha Inamdar,
who had served as the interim director.

2. A New Identity for Ayurveda through Al: Research to
Become Accessible in 13 Languages

The Central Council for Research in Ayurvedic Sciences
(CCRAS) has entered into a partnership with 'Anuvadini
Al' with the objective of making scientific Ayurvedic
literature available in 13 regional languages. Launched
under the guidance of the Ministry of AYUSH, this
initiative aims primarily to promote evidence-based
Ayurveda by dismantling linguistic barriers.

3. A Blow to Global Politics: Demise of Former Suriname
President Santokhi

Chandrikapersad Santokhi passed away on March 30,
2026, at the age of 67, marking the end of a significant
chapter in Surinamese politics. He served as the
President of Suriname from 2020 to 2025 and was
renowned during his tenure for implementing economic
reforms and strengthening global relations.

4. NASA’s Artemis Il Mission: Humans Return to the
Moon in 2026

NASA'’s Artemis Il mission is scheduled to launch on
April 1, 2026; this historic mission will mark the first time
in over 50 years that humans are sent into lunar orbit.
This mission is part of the Artemis Program and aims to
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5. Promoting Science Communication: 5-Year MoU
between AP Science City and CSIR-NIScPR

A significant Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was
signed on March 30, 2026, between the Andhra Pradesh
Science City and the CSIR-National Institute of Science
Communication and Policy Research (CSIR-NIScPR),
with the aim of promoting science awareness, STEM
education, and policy research in India.

6. Expediting Insolvency Resolution: India Approves IBC
Amendment Bill 2026

On March 30, 2026, the Lok Sabha passed the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) Amendment Bill 2026, aimed
at making the insolvency process faster, more
transparent, and more effective. The objective of this
amendment is to minimize delays and litigation while
bolstering creditor confidence.

7. Digital Census 2027: Phase 1 Begins on April 1, 2026
The 2027 Census is set to be conducted in India; it will be
the country’s 16th census overall and the 8th since
independence. Announced by Mr. Mrityunjay Kumar
Narain, this will mark the first time the census is
conducted entirely in a digital format.

8. World Autism Awareness Day

World Autism Awareness Day is observed annually on
April 2nd, an initiative established by the United Nations
in 2007. The objective of this day is to raise awareness
regarding Autism Spectrum Disorder and to disseminate
accurate information about it within society.
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1. Dr. Thomas Pucadyil has been appointed as the Director of which
institute?

A - lISc Bengaluru B - AIIMS Delhi
C - BRIC-NCCS Pune D - CSIR-NEERI

Dr. Thomas Pucadyil has been appointed as the new Director of the
Pune-based BRIC-NCCS.

2. With which platform has the CCRAS partnered?
A - Google Al B - Anuvadini Al
C - ChatGPT D - Bhashini

The Central Council for Research in Ayurvedic Sciences (CCRAS) has
partnered with Anuvadini Al in an initiative to make Ayurvedic
scientific literature available in 13 regional languages.

3. Chandrikapersad Santokhi was the President of which country?
A - Guyana B - Suriname
C - Brazil D - Peru

Chandrikapersad Santokhi passed away on March 30, 2026, at the age
of 67.

4. The Artemis Il mission is operated by the space agency of which

country?
A - ISRO B - NASA
C-ESA D - CNSA

NASA's Artemis Il mission is scheduled for launch on April 1, 2026,
and will carry humans into lunar orbit for the first time in 50 years.
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5. With which institution has the Andhra Pradesh Science City signed
an MoU?

A -ISRO B - DRDO

C - CSIR-NIScPR D - AlIMS

An MoU was signed between the Andhra Pradesh Science City and
the CSIR-National Institute of Science Communication and Policy
Research on March 30, 2026, with the objective of promoting science
awareness, STEM education, and policy research.

6. According to the new amendment, within how many days will an
insolvency application be accepted?

A - 7 days B - 14 days

C - 30 days D - 60 days

The Lok Sabha has passed the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code
Amendment Bill, 2026, aimed at making the insolvency process faster,
more transparent, and more effective.

7. What is the most prominent feature of the 2027 Census?
A - Paper-based system B - Digital Census
C - Digital Census D - Online examination only

The 16th Census of India is scheduled to be conducted in 2027, 'f.o‘ TarTurail A
marking the first time it will be entirely digital.

D
s
g

8. Under which law is Autism recognized in India?

A - Right to Education Act B - Environment Protection Act

C.- nght.s of Persons with D - Labor Laws WORLD
Disabilities Act, 2016 U T I S M
World Autism Awareness Day is observed annually on April 2nd, an

initiative launched by the United Nations in 2007. AWARENESS

APRIL | DAY
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1. According to the IBC Amendment Bill 2026, within how many days must an
insolvency application be mandatorily accepted? - 14 days

2. By which space agency is the Artemis Il mission being conducted? - NASA

3. Due to which feature is the 2027 Census in India being considered historic? - The
first fully digital census

4. Who has been appointed as the new Director of BRIC-NCCS, Pune? - Dr. Thomas
Pukadil

5. Who served as the President of Suriname between 2020 and 2025 and passed away
in 20267 - Chandrikapersad Santokhi

6. With which institute has the Andhra Pradesh Science City signed an MoU to promote
science awareness? - CSIR-National Institute of Science Communication and Policy
Research

7. At what interval, in years, is the census conducted in India? - 10 years

8. With which Al platform has CCRAS partnered for the translation of Ayurvedic
content? - Anuvadini Al

9. What type of disorder is Autism Spectrum Disorder primarily? - Neuro-
developmental disorder

10. On which date is World Autism Awareness Day observed? - April 2
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