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• Later in Washington, Mr. Trump told presspersons that the Islamic Republic and the
U.S. had “very, very strong talks” and there were “major points of agreement” 
between the two countries with a “real possibility of making a deal”.

•U.S. President Donald Trump, who issued a 48-hour ultimatum to Iran on Saturday to 
reopen the Strait of Hormuz or face strikes on its power infrastructure, said on
Monday that he would postpone the attacks for five days after “very good and
productive” talks with Tehran.

•“I am please[d] to report that the United States of America and the country of Iran 
have had, over the last two days, very good and productive conversations regarding
a complete and total resolution of our hostilities in the Middle East,” Mr. Trump 
wrote in a social media post.



•

• Iranian Foreign Ministry also denied Mr. Trump’s claims while the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
(IRGC) said it launched a newwaveof missileanddroneattackstargetingtheU.S.FifthFleetin
Bahrain and U.S. bases in other West Asian countries.

India is closely monitoring developments, External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said 
on Monday shortly after U.S. President Donald Trump announced that he would postpone attacks on 
Iran’s power infrastructure for five days.

Another senior official termed the move “positive”, while emphasising that the government was 
keeping an eye on the developments.
On Monday evening, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar held talks with the Ambassadors of the 
GCC countries, namely Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE. 

Iranian Parliament Speaker Mohammad-Bagher Ghalibaf, however, denied negotiations with the U.S., 
saying that “fake news is intended to... escape the quagmire in which America and Israel are
trapped”.

•

•

•



Mains Question
Persistent instability in West Asia has reshaped regional alliances and global power
dynamics. Critically examine its implications for India’s foreign policy. (250 words)

पश्चिम एशिया में जारी अश्थिरता नेे क्षेत्रीय गठबंधनों तिा वैश्चवक िश्तत संतुंुलन को
प्रभाववत ककया हैै। भारत की ववदेेि नीतत पर इसकेे  प्रभावों का समालोिनात्मक परीक्षण
कीश्जए।(250 ि◌ब्द)
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sources that care would be taken so that the existing proportion of seats will be
maintained for all States, amid concerns that States that had showed success in
population control programmes would lose out on representation vis a vis more 
populous States.

The Union government has indicated that it will bring an amendment Bill proposing
a delimitation exercise based on the 2011 Census to ensure the implementation of
the Women’s Reservation Act, 2023, ahead of the 2029 Lok Sabha election.
Under the proposed amendments, the number of Lok Sabha seats will increase from
543 to 816, with 273 seats, 33%, reserved for women. The amendments could be
brought in the ongoing Budget Session or in a Special Session called for the purpose.

• Though the draft of the amendments are yet to be circulated, it is understood by



•

 
of 1952, 1962, 1972 and 2002.
The Constitution of India mandates that the allocation of seats in the Lok Sabha should be based on
the population of each state so that the ratio of seats to population is as close as possible to being
equal across all states.

Delimitation means the process of fixing the number of seats and boundaries of territorial 
constituencies ineachState for theLok SabhaandLegislativeassemblies.
It also includes determining the seats to be reserved for Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes
(ST) in these houses.
This ‘delimitation process’ is performed by the ‘Delimitation Commission’ that is set up under an act
of Parliament.

DelimitationCommissionshave been set up four times — 1952, 1963, 1973 and 2002 under the Acts 

•

•

•

•



the Constitution was amended 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 froze the allocation of seats in the Lok 
Sabhato thestatesandthedivisionofeachstateintoterritorialconstituenciestilltheyear2000at
the 1971 level.
The 84th Amendment Act of 2001 empowered the government to undertake readjustment and
rationalisation of territorial constituencies in the states on the basis of the population figures of 1991
census.
The 87th Amendment Act of 2003 provided for the delimitation of constituencies on the basis of 2001
census and not 1991 census.
The Commission is appointed by the President of India and works in collaboration with the Election
Commission of India.

•

•

•
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Composition:
•
•
•

Retired Supreme Court judge
Chief Election Commissioner
Respective State Election Commissioners
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legislation after each delimitation process.

Currently, around 15% of the total members of the 17th Lok Sabha (2019-2024) are 

womenwhileinstatelegislativeassemblies,womenonaverageconstitute9%ofthe 

total members.

The Constitution (106th Amendment) Act, 2023, reserves one-third of all seats for
women in Lok Sabha, State legislative assemblies, and the Legislative Assembly of the
National Capital Territory of Delhi, including those reserved for SCs and STs. The
reservation will be effective after the publication of the census conducted following
the Act’s commencement and endures for a 15-year period, with potential extension
determined by parliamentary action.

• The rotation of seats allocated for women will be governed by parliamentary



With reference to the Delimitation Commission consider the following statements:
(2012)
1.The orders of the Delimitation Commission cannot be challenged in a Court of Law.
2.When the orders of the Delimitation Commission are laid before the Lok Sabha or 

State Legislative Assembly, they cannot effect any modification in the orders.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only (b) 2 only (c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor
2



Mains Question

Despite constitutional guarantees of equality, women remain underrepresented in the 
Indian Parliament.
Examine the factors responsible for low representation of women in Parliament and 
suggest measures to enhance their participation in politics. (250 words)

संवंैधातनक समानता केे  बावजूूद भारतीय संसंद में महहलाओं का प्रतततनधधत्व अभी भी
सीशमत हैै।
संसंद में महिलाओं केे  कम प्रतितिधित्व केे  कारणों की समीक्षा कीजिए िथा राििीति में
उिकी भागीदारी बढािेे केे  उपाय सुझुाइए।(250 िब्द)
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The economy has recently been yielding some discomfiting data, even before the
war in West Asia began.
The most recent of these was the February 2026 data on the Index of Eight Core
Industries.
This release showed that growth in the overall Index had dropped to a three-month
low in February, half the rate of what it saw in January.
This was not a case of a high base effect, either, with growth in February 2025 having
been just 3.4%. The sector-wise data reveal further issues. 
The domestic crude oil industry has been contracting for six consecutive months. 

•
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of Commerce and Industry, Ministry of Commerce. 

It is published monthly with the base year as 2011-12.

It covers eight core industries viz. Coal, Crude Oil, Natural Gas, Refinery
Products, Fertilizers, Steel, Cement, and Electricity.
They comprise 40.27% of weight of items in Index of Industrial
Production (IIP).

• Releasedby:OfficeoftheEconomicAdvisor,Department for Promotion 
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World Tuberculosis (TB) Day (which falls on March 24)
TB screening
In India, the National Tuberculosis Elimination Programme (NTEP) has made
available hundreds of portable CXR machines that are being utilised for the Pradhan
Mantri TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan, in an effort to take active TB screening into the
community.

• diagnosing extra-pulmonary TB (EP-TB) — which is almost a quarter of India’s TB 
burden — remains difficult, often inaccessible and very expensive.





•TB Champions are TB survivors trained to act as peer supporters, role models, and 
advocates for Tuberculosis elimination. 

•They utilize their personal experiences to provide emotional support, promote 
treatment adherence, reduce stigma, and connect patients with care and social
benefits, playing a key role in community-based initiatives.

•Tuberculosis (TB) rarely presents as a standalone disease in an individual. Many 
people with TB have other comorbidities or disease conditions that they must
simultaneously cope with, while being on treatment for TB.
The need to integrate nutrition in TB care

•

•Mental health of TB patients should not be overlooked
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•
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not spread the disease.

The most common risk factor associated with TB is HIV and other conditions that 

impair the immune system.

Tuberculosis (TB) is an infectious disease caused by Mycobacterium tuberculosis.
TB commonly affects the lungs (pulmonary TB) but can also affect other parts
(extrapulmonary TB).
Transmission: It spreads from person to person through the air when people infected
with TB cough, sneeze or otherwise transmit respiratory fluids through the air. 

• However,peoplewithlatentTB(whentheinfectionsdonotshowanysymptoms)do 





2030.
The Sustainable Development Goal targets for TB include 80% reduction in incidence, 90%
reduction in mortality, and zero TB patients facing catastrophic costs. 
The program is guided by the National Strategic Plan (2017-2025) under the strategic pillars: 
Detect– Treat– Prevent – Build (DTPB).
Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan (PMTBMBA): Launched in 2022 as part of NTEP, it 

National TB Elimination Programme (NTEP) 

 
outcomes and accelerate India's TB elimination goal. P 

•

•

•

NTEP: In 2020, the Revised National Tuberculosis Control Program (RNTCP) was renamed the
NTEP with the goal to eliminate TB in India by 2025, five years ahead of the global target of 

focuses onprovidingnutritional, diagnostic,andvocational support to improve treatment 

•



•

•

•Treatment: Standard TB treatment lasts 4-6 months. Incomplete treatment leads to 
drug-resistant TB. 

•Multidrug-resistant TB (MDR-TB): It is resistant to isoniazid and rifampicin 
(medicines used to treat TB), treatable with costlier alternatives. 
Extensively Drug-Resistant TB: It is more severe, with limited treatment options. 

Prevention: The Bacille Calmette-Guérin (BCG) vaccine is given to infants to prevent
TB.
Transmission: TB spreads through the air when an infected person coughs, sneezes, 
or spits, releasing germs that others can inhale.

•



Mains Question
India accounts for the highest number of tuberculosis (TB) cases globally despite various
national health interventions.
Discuss the major challenges in eliminating TB in India and suggest measures to achieve 
the target of TB elimination. (250 words)

ववशभन्न राष्ट्रीय थवाथय् कायक्रयमों केे  बावजूूद भारत में ववचव में सबसेे अधधक तपेेहदक
(टीबी) केे मामलेे पाए जाते ह�।
भारि में टीबी उन्मूलूि की चुिौतियों की चचा ाकीजिए िथा इसकेे  उन्मूलूि केे  ललए 
आवश्यक उपाय सुझुाइए।(250 िब्द)
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momentum between 2004 and 2005.

Aim: To provide a cost-effective, land-based alternative to expensive Liquefied 

Natural Gas (LNG) imports for India and Pakistan’s industrial and power sectors.

This has revived discussion on past pipeline projects like the Iran–Pakistan–India (IPI)
and Turkmenistan–Afghanistan–Pakistan–India (TAPI)
A proposed 2,775 km natural gas pipeline designed to transport gas from Iran’s
South Pars field to Pakistan and India. Often referred to as the Peace Pipeline, this
project was intended to link the energy-rich Persian Gulf with the energy-starved
South Asian economies.

EstablishedIn:Conceptuallyoriginatedinthe1990s;gainedsignificantdiplomatic •



 
second-largest gas field.

Source: Originates from the Galkynysh gas field in Turkmenistan.

The Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) 

• An 1,814 km trans-regional pipeline project supported by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) to bring
gas from Central Asia to South Asia. Following the stalling of IPI, India shifted its focus to this Central
Asian alternative, which enjoyed broader international and institutional backing.
Established In: India officially signed the intergovernmental agreement in 2010, though the idea dates
back to the mid-90s.

•

•

Aim:TodiversifyIndia’senergybasketawayfromWestAsianvolatility by tapping into the world’s •
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