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• ran on Wednesday dismissed a U.S. proposal to end the war and set out its own 
terms for peace, even as it continued trading fire with Israel.

• The U.S. proposal offered a ceasefire and sanctions relief in return for the Islamic 
Republic abandoning its nuclear programme and reopening the Strait of Hormuz.

• Iran, according to state-run Press TV, has laid down five conditions to end the war, 
which the U.S. and Israel launched on February 28 with the assassination of 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and several other leaders. 

• Tehran is seeking: “a complete halt to aggression and assassinations”; “concrete 
mechanisms” to prevent future attacks; payment of war damages and reparations; 
an end to fighting on “all fronts”; and recognition of its “exercise of sovereignty” 
over the Strait of Hormuz, which it calls its “natural and legal right”.
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• Updating its climate goals, India has pledged that by 2035, 60% of its installed 
electric capacity will comprise non-fossil sources. It also aims to reduce by 47% the 
intensity of emissions per unit of GDP from 2005 level and to increase its carbon sink 
to 3.5 billion tonnes — 4 billion tonnes.

• These targets make up its Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC), which are to 
be communicated to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC). 

• As a signatory to the Paris Agreement, India was required to issue an updated NDC 
in 2025, which spells out its voluntary actions towards transitioning away from fossil 
fuel and improving energy-efficiency measures.



• At the 30th edition of the Conference of Parties in Belem, Brazil, in November last 
year, Environment Minister Bhupendra Yadav said that India would announce the 
NDC by the “year-end”.

• India’s current NDC, officially conveyed to the United Nations in August 2022, 
commits to the following by 2030: having 50% of its installed electric power from 
non-fossil sources; reducing the intensity of emissions per unit of GDP by 44%; and 
increasing its carbon sink to at least 2.5 billion tonnes to 3 billion tonnes of CO2 
equivalent.

• The Conference of Parties, or CoP, is a body of nations that convenes annually to 
discuss climate issues and transition their economies away from fossil fuel. India and 
Argentina were the only two G-20 countries that had not announced a 2035 NDC as 
of December 31, 2025.



• A total of 128 parties, representing about 78% of global greenhouse gas emissions, had submitted 
new NDCs by that date. These included 21 Small Island Developing States, 19 Least Developed 
Countries, and 18 G-20 members.

• Currently, about 52% of India’s installed electric capacity comes from non-fossil fuel sources — a 
target achieved well before the deadline — though only about 25% of the power generated is non-
fossil. These sources include solar, wind, hydropower, biomass, and nuclear power. 

• As of 2019, say official estimates, India has achieved an emissions intensity of 36% from 2005-2020.

• A carbon sink of 1.97 billion tonnes of CO2 equivalent had already been created from 2005 to 2019. 

• However, forest and tree cover accounts for about 24.6% of India’s geographical area as of 2021, 
which is higher than the 21% in 2005, but still less than the national policy goal of 33%.





Mains Question

Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) lie at the core of global climate governance 
under the Paris Agreement. In this context, examine the significance of India’s updated 
NDCs and the challenges in achieving its climate commitments.
(250 words / 15 marks)

पेरिस समझौते के अतंर्गत िाष्ट्रीय स्ति पि निर्ागरित योर्दाि (Nationally Determined 
Contributions – NDCs) वैश्ववक जलवायु शासि के कें द्र में हैं। इस सदंर्ग में र्ाित के 
अद्यति NDCs के महत्व तथा उन्हें प्राप्त कििे में आिे वाली चुिौनतयों का वववलेषण 
कीश्जए।
(250 शब्द / 15 अकं)
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• In a significant policy shift, the Centre has extended the subsidy period for airlines on select 
Tier-2 and Tier-3 routes from three to five years, after a large share of those routes fell into 
disuse. The shift comes under the modified UDAN scheme, approved by the Union Cabinet 
on Wednesday with a total outlay of ₹28,840 crore.

• The subsidy will also shift from a levy embedded in airfares to direct funding from the 
exchequer.

• UDAN aims to democratize aviation and enhance regional connectivity, ensuring that even 
remote regions of the country are accessible by air. 

• The scheme was designed under the National Civil Aviation Policy (NCAP) 2016, with a focus 
on connecting Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities through a market-driven yet financially supported 
model. 

• The Airports Authority of India (AAI) serves as the nodal agency responsible for its 
implementation. 



• Viability Gap Funding (VGF): Financial support to airlines to ensure affordable fares.  

• Regional Connectivity Fund (RCF) was created to meet the viability gap funding 
requirements under the scheme.  

• Airfare Cap to ensure affordability. 

• Reduced taxes on Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) and other concessions to airlines to 
make operations viable on regional routes. 

• Collaborative Governance between the Centre, States, the Airport Authority of India 
(AAI), and private airport operators. 



Mains Question

The Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik (UDAN) scheme aims to enhance regional connectivity and 
make air travel affordable for the common citizen. Critically examine its achievements 
and the challenges associated with its implementation in India.
(250 words / 15 marks)

उड ेदेश का आम िार्रिक (UDAN) योजिा का उद्देवय क्षेत्रीय सपंकग  को बढावा देिा औि 
आम िार्रिक के ललए हवाई यात्रा को सुलर् बिािा है। इसके सदंर्ग में, र्ाित में इसके 
उपलश्ब्र्यों तथा कायागन्वयि से जुडी चुिौनतयों का समालोचिात्मक पिीक्षण कीश्जए।
(250 शब्द / 15 अकं)
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• The Union government on Wednesday asked the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to target retail inflation 
at 4% with a margin of 2% on either side for another five years ending March 2031.

• To control the price rise, the government in 2016 gave a mandate to the RBI to keep the retail 
inflation at 4% with a margin of 2% on either side for five years ending March 31, 2021. Subsequently, 
in March 2021, the government maintained the same target. This is the second time the government 
has retained the inflation target.

• The Union government, in consultation with the RBI, hereby notifies the inflation target for the 
period beginning April 1, 2026, and ending on March 31, 2031, a Gazette notification issued by the 
Department of Economic Affairs dated March 25 said. 

• According to the notification, the inflation target is 4% with an upper tolerance level of 6% and a 
lower tolerance level of 2%. India adopted the inflation-targeting framework and formally tasked the 
central bank with it in 2016.



Mains Question

Inflation targeting has become a key pillar of monetary policy in India. Discuss the 
significance of the inflation targeting framework adopted by the Reserve Bank of India 
and examine the challenges associated with its implementation.
(250 words / 15 marks)

मुद्रास्फीनत लक्ष्यीकिण (Inflation Targeting) र्ाित की मौद्रद्रक िीनत का एक महत्वपूणग 
स्तंर् बि र्या है। र्ाितीय रिज़वग बैंक द्वािा अपिाए र्ए मुद्रास्फीनत लक्ष्यीकिण ढांचे के 
महत्व पि चचाग कीश्जए तथा इसके क्रियान्वयि से जुडी चुिौनतयों का पिीक्षण कीश्जए।
(250 शब्द / 15 अकं)
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• The Supreme Court on Wednesday said the January 28 guidelines issued by Union 
Home Ministry on playing National Song Vande Mataram in full at public and 
ceremonial occasions are not a “threat to conform” and do not fall foul of 
constitutional freedoms.

• “...it is only an advisory... The Ministry feels the National Song is as much an 
expression of the national identity. You may have a different point of view. 

• Solicitor General Tushar Mehta intervened to emphasise that respect for the 
National Song was organic and, ideally, even an advisory was not necessary. He 
referred to Article 51A of the Constitution, which made it a fundamental duty to 
respect the National Flag and National Anthem.



• Mr. Hegde said the National Anthem and National Song were distinct from each 
other. “..It was on January 24, 1950 that Rajendra Prasad, as President of the 
Constituent Assembly, ended the controversy by saying Jana Gana Mana would be 
the National Anthem and Vande Mataram the National Song. 

• When the Parliament subsequently inserted Article 51A [in the 42nd Constitutional 
Amendment], it spoke only of the National Anthem,” he explained.

• When both the National Song and the National Anthem are played at the same 
event, Vande Mataram (National Song) must be played/sung first, followed by Jana 
Gana Mana (National Anthem). 

• This establishes a clear order of precedence for official ceremonies. 
• Mandatory Respect:  The audience must stand to attention whenever the official 

version of the National Song (approximately 3.10 minutes long) is sung or played. 



• Origin & Composition: Vande Mataram (also pronounced Bande Mataram), 
composed by Bankim Chandra Chatterjee, was first published in Bangadarshan in 
1875 and later included in Anandamath (1882). 

• It is set to music by Rabindranath Tagore, and it emerged as a powerful symbol of 
India’s cultural and political identity, embodying unity, sacrifice, and devotion. 

• National Status: On 24th January 1950, Dr Rajendra Prasad, the first President of 
India, announced that while Jana Gana Mana would be the  National Anthem, Vande 
Mataram, for its key role in the freedom movement, would be honoured equally as 
the National Song.  

• India’s Constitution does not explicitly mention a national song. However, Article 
51A(a) asks citizens to respect the Constitution, National Flag and National Anthem. 



• Adoption by Congress: In 1896, Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore sang Vande Mataram 
at the Kolkata session of the Indian National Congress. 

• At the Varanasi session of the Indian National Congress (1905), the song 'Vande 
Mataram' was adopted for all-India occasions. 

• Mass Mobilisation & Press: Bande Mataram Sampradaya (1905) formed in North 
Calcutta to promote devotion to the motherland. 

• English daily Bande Mataram launched in 1906 under Bipin Chandra Pal, later joined 
by Sri Aurobindo. It propagated ideas of Swadeshi, unity, and resistance. 

• Anti-Partition & Student Movements: Vande Mataram was first used as a political 
slogan on 7th August 1905 during student processions at Calcutta Town Hall, 
becoming the rallying cry of the Swadeshi and anti-partition movement. 
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• “Fossil fuel dependency is ripping away national security and sovereignty, and 
replacing it with subservience and rising costs,” UN climate change arm executive 
secretary Simon Stiell told European Union officials and ministers in Brussels on 
March 16, against the backdrop of the U.S.-Israel-Iran war. He added that the 
disruption serves as an “abject lesson” on the pitfalls of banking on fossil fuels.

• The war in West Asia has disproportionately affected economies such as India which 
gets nearly 60% of its crude oil from the region. 

• The closure of the Strait of Hormuz has forced state-run refineries to declare force 
majeure — an act of god. 

• Pushing a country like India to abandon its remaining coal or domestic gas reserves 
without a take-off ramp could lead to industrial collapse.



• Dependence on minerals

• With renewable energy also making intensive use of hardware, a blockade of the 
required components, whether it be turbine blades or magnets based on rare earth 
minerals, would be just as effective as one of oil. 

• In the same scenario, the world’s dependencies on the critical mineral supply chain 
presents itself as a scarier prospect.

• The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC+) controls around 40% 
of global oil production. And while the Democratic Republic of the Congo and 
Australia plus Chile extract most of the cobalt and lithium, respectively, a single 
country — China — currently processes almost 60% of the world’s lithium, 70% of its 
cobalt, and 90% of rare-earth elements.
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• The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Amendment Bill, 2026 (Bill No. 79 of 2026), 
introduced in the Lok Sabha on March 13, 2026, makes several sharp changes to the 2019 
Act. 

• It narrows the definition of “transgender person” to only specific socio-cultural identities 
such as kinner, hijra, aravani, jogta, eunuch, or biologically-defined intersex variations, or 
persons forcibly compelled into such an identity through mutilation, castration, amputation, 
or any surgical, chemical or hormonal procedure. It explicitly excludes persons with different 
sexual orientations and non-heteronormative gender fluid identities.

• The Bill removes the right to “self-perceived gender identity” from Section 4(2), replaces the 
simple District Magistrate process with a medical board “authority” headed by a Chief 
Medical Officer, and mandates hospitals to report every transgender surgery to the District 
Magistrate and the authority.



• New clauses in Section 18 introduce rigorous imprisonment (between five to 14 years) for forcing 
adults or children into “transgender presentation” plus begging or servitude. Yet, the Bill does 
nothing to regulate or dismantle the colonial hijra jamath-gharana system. 

• By targeting only external perpetrators while leaving internal hierarchies untouched, the amendment 
effectively legitimises and empowers the long-standing hijra jamath-gharana system, codifying it into 
law. 

• At present, chief hijra nayaks control chelas’ earnings from begging and prostitution, trapping gender 
non-conforming children (often abandoned) in bonded labour.

• The Bill contains no intersectional lens for caste, disability, poverty or religion. Transgender persons 
from Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe or disabled backgrounds will continue to face compounded 
discrimination with zero targeted remedies.



• The names of 10.56 lakh voters have been deleted on the draft electoral rolls of 
Assam which were published on Saturday after a house-to-house verification of the 
voter lists during the special revision exercise conducted by the Election Commission 
in the State from November 22 to December 20.

• Of the voters whose names were deleted, almost 4.79 lakh are dead, over 5.23 lakh 
have shifted, and 53,619 were found to have duplicate entries.
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