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★ How to use this booklet

Each topic pairs the original Hindu clipping with crisp analysis bullets and a gold Concept Connect box.▪

End with 2 Mains questions (answer hints) and 10 Prelims MCQs with an answer key.▪
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1 India’s First Hydrogen-Powered Train — NaMo Green Rail GS 3

W H Y I N  N E W S

PM Modi is set to flag off the NaMo Green Rail, India’s first-ever hydrogen-powered fuel-cell train, from Haryana’s Jind,
as part of a multi-State visit unveiling initiatives worth over ₹25,000 crore.

The NaMo Green Rail, ready on the Jind–Sonipat route in Haryana.

★ Concept Connect — Hydrogen Rail

Indigenous build: The 10-coach trainset is designed and integrated in India and is among the world’s longest and most
powerful hydrogen-fuelled passenger trainsets, driven by a 3,200 HP propulsion system.

How it works: Unlike diesel/electric trains, it generates its own electricity onboard through a chemical reaction between
hydrogen and atmospheric oxygen, leaving behind only water vapour.

Green hydrogen: It uses green-hydrogen fuel cells; the hydrogen will be supplied by a dedicated plant at Jind.

Pilot project: Part of Indian Railways’ eco-friendly rail push — may pave the way for hydrogen trains on other corridors.

Wider visit: Modi will also lay stones for the Delhi–Amritsar–Katra Expressway, a Sikh museum in Kurukshetra, and
health/road projects across Haryana, Chandigarh & Punjab.

Significance: Promotes zero-emission rail transport and reduces diesel dependence, supporting India’s net-zero-by-2070
goal.

▪

Safety: Equipped with hydrogen leak detection and fire-prevention systems.▪

Economics: Expected to cut operational costs vs diesel over the long term.▪

Link: National Green Hydrogen Mission (2023); PEM fuel-cell technology.▪
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R E F E R E N C E  —  T H E  H I N D U  ( PA G E  4 )  &  F U E L - C E L L W O R K I N G

How a hydrogen fuel-cell train produces power — from the clean chemical reaction to regenerative braking.
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2 Three-Language Formula & the ‘R3 in Class 9’ Debate GS 2

W H Y I N  N E W S

Supreme Court judge Justice B.V. Nagarathna made an oral appeal urging the Centre not to introduce a third language
(R3) in Class 9 under the three-language scheme, calling it too stressful for children facing Board exams a year later.

★ Concept Connect — Three-Language Formula

Her view: A third language should be introduced in Class 6 and stopped in Class 9 — “third language should stop in Class
9, not start in Class 9.” Board-exam pressure begins as early as Class 8.

“Why introduce a third language in Class 9? Why not Class 6?” the judge asked, heading a Division Bench. (She is in line to
become the first woman Chief Justice of India.)

Context — T.N. dispute: Tamil Nadu argued schools under the Centre’s Navodaya scheme are “fundamentally
incompatible” with its two-language policy; the State called the formula a “backdoor” ploy to make Hindi compulsory.

The apex court suggested T.N. could have its “own education system” without denying children the option of Navodaya
schools; next hearing set for August 11.

Origin: First formulated by the Ministry of Education in 1968 on the Kothari Commission (1964–66) recommendations.▪

NEP 2020: Requires three languages; at least two must be native Indian languages; allows flexibility unlike the rigid 1968
formula.

▪

Foreign language: Can be R3 only if the other two are Indian languages, or taken as an optional fourth.▪

Debate: Balances multilingualism vs teacher shortage, load on primary education & language politics.▪
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R E F E R E N C E  —  T H E  H I N D U  ( PA G E  1 6 )  &  B E N E F I T S / C H A L L E N G E S

Advantages vs arguments against the three-language formula.
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3 NALSA & Premature Release of Aged/Terminally-Ill Inmates GS 2

W H Y I N  N E W S

The Supreme Court directed all States and UTs to frame, within three months, a uniform policy for the premature release
of elderly and terminally ill prisoners — entitling them to a humane, time-bound mechanism for remission or
compassionate release.

★ Concept Connect — NALSA

The directions came on a petition by NALSA, whose prison inspections showed no common framework existed for releasing
aged/terminally-ill inmates.

Facilitating such release would address a humanitarian concern and reduce prison overcrowding (India’s prisons had a
131% occupancy rate as of Dec 2022).

‘Terminal illness’ definition: States must adopt a clear, uniform definition, drawing on the UNODC Handbook on
Prisoners with Special Needs.

Medical boards: Independent boards must certify terminal illness/advanced medical vulnerability under uniform eligibility
criteria.

Digital backbone: The Union govt, with the NIC, must provide States technical assistance, digital infrastructure and
training; compliance affidavits due in six months.

Statutory basis: Apex body under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 (constituted 1995); ensures free legal aid to the
poor & underprivileged.

▪

Article 39A: Directive Principle mandating equal justice & free legal aid (added by 42nd Amendment, 1976).▪

ADR: Promotes Lok Adalats & alternative dispute resolution.▪

Section 12: Covers women, children, SC/ST, disabled, persons in custody, trafficking & disaster victims, and those earning <
₹1 lakh/year.

▪
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R E F E R E N C E  —  T H E  H I N D U  ( PA G E  1 8 )  &  L E G A L - A I D  T I M E L I N E

Evolution of legal aid in India, 1960–2000.
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4 Mobile Phone Manufacturing Scheme (MPMS) Prelims

W H Y I N  N E W S

The Union Cabinet approved the Mobile Phone Manufacturing Scheme (MPMS) with a ₹62,500-crore outlay to boost
domestic value addition, strengthen component supply chains and build globally competitive Indian smartphone brands.

Smartphone assembly line — deepening domestic value addition.

★ Concept Connect — Key Incentives & Targets

What it is: A macro-level manufacturing incentive policy giving direct financial support for phone production, localised
component sourcing and design engineering — the new cornerstone of India’s high-tech electronics push.

Aim: Scale up high-volume smartphone production, deepen domestic value addition and build supply-chain resilience.

Implementing agency: Ministry of Electronics & IT (MeitY).

Tenure: Five years, FY 2026–27 to FY 2030–31.

Base incentive: Differentiated support on eligible India-made sales, ranging 25% down to 5%.▪

Component linkage: Extra up to 1.5% tied to domestic sourcing of key components/sub-assemblies.▪

Brand & R&D: Extra 3% for design, engineering and R&D to nurture local brands.▪

Targets: ~₹39,00,000 crore cumulative production; ~60,000 direct jobs.▪

Link: Successor framework to the PLI scheme for large-scale electronics.▪
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5 The Indian Grey Hornbill Prelims

W H Y I N  N E W S

More than 60 years after vanishing from Gujarat’s Gir forests, the Indian Grey Hornbill has re-established its presence
following a landmark reintroduction programme by the Gujarat Forest Department.

Indian Grey Hornbill (Ocyceros birostris).

★ Concept Connect — Key Characters

Species: Ocyceros birostris — a medium-sized, adaptive arboreal bird of the hornbill family (Bucerotidae); one of the
commonest hornbills of the Indian subcontinent.

Range: Endemic to the subcontinent — India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh.

Habitat: Unlike deep-forest relatives, it thrives in open deciduous forests, thorn scrub, riparian woodlands, rural fields and
even urban parks with mature hollow trees.

IUCN status: Least Concern (LC).

Appearance: ~24 inches; silvery-grey/brownish plumage, pale eyebrow line, white-tipped long tail.▪

Bill & casque: Large curved bill with a pointed casque (smaller in females).▪

Nesting ritual: The female mud-seals herself in a tree cavity, leaving a slit — depends entirely on the male for food while
nesting.

▪

Behaviour: Monogamous; seen in pairs/family groups; flaps-and-glides flight with loud squealing calls.▪
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6 Cybersecurity in Vital Installations — ‘Wealth of Lacunae’ GS 3

E D I TO R I A L —  W H Y I N  N E W S

A ransomware attack on a contractor linked to the Kudankulam nuclear project renews concern over India’s inconsistent,
often opaque, breach-disclosure regime — even if nothing threatening the plant’s integrity was stolen.

The Hindu editorial, ‘Wealth of lacunae’ (Page 12).

The group ‘World Leaks’ hit systems of Reliance Infrastructure (an engineering contractor for Units 3&4); data was hosted
by Yotta, which flagged suspicious activity on May 29.

Some 14.3 GB of files reportedly surfaced — ventilation layouts, floor plans of an alleged “control room”, and
supplier/vendor lists — though NPCIL says these pertain only to infrastructure beyond the nuclear island.

Disclosure gap: Organisations fear that admitting breaches damages confidence, share prices and contracts, so they soften
statements and delay disclosure.

Many lack mature incident-response capability because they treat cybersecurity as compliance rather than necessity,
making early damage assessment near-impossible.

India is the third-most-breached country, with prior attacks on AIIMS Delhi, airlines and State portals. CERT-In is
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7 Breaching the Inflation Target GS 3

E D I TO R I A L —  W H Y I N  N E W S

India’s retail inflation breached the RBI’s 4% target for the first time under the new CPI series, rising to 4.38% in June
from 3.93% in May — leaving little room for a rate cut at the MPC’s August meeting.

The Hindu editorial, ‘Breaching the target’ (Page 12).

Imported inflation: Crude prices that briefly crossed $110/barrel during the conflict drove systemic price pressures; a
sharp rupee depreciation added to them, cushioned partly by RBI intervention.

Producer pressure: Wholesale inflation (WPI, 2022-23 base) stayed elevated at 9.87% in June; fuel & power inflation for
producers was 27.41%.

Crude again rising: A late-June ceasefire briefly eased crude, but prices have started climbing again amid geopolitical
uncertainty.

Verdict: With persistent upstream pressures, inflation is unlikely to return to 4% soon — leaving no room for a rate cut in
August.
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8 Beyond Political Reshuffles, Renew Education in India GS 2

E D I TO R I A L —  W H Y I N  N E W S

An op-ed by Gitanjali J. Angmo argues India must move beyond ministerial reshuffles to a genuine education renaissance
— realising the demographic dividend by producing thinkers, not memorisers.

The Hindu op-ed by Gitanjali J. Angmo (Page 12).

Reform exams first: As long as exams reward memory, schools teach memory. Within three years, boards, JEE, NEET,
CUET and UPSC should assess conceptual understanding, application and reasoning — making competency-based
assessment the norm.

Dismantle coaching culture: End the parallel education system that entrance exams have inadvertently created.

Best teachers: A National Teacher Excellence Mission (like Finland/Singapore/South Korea) with rigorous prep,
mentoring & research; fill all vacancies (Anganwadi to AIIMS/IITs) via transparent merit recruitment within three months.

Reconnect with society: Every undergraduate should complete a semester of apprenticeship, research, rural immersion or
community service.

Equity & investment: Equal education till age 13 as a guaranteed national standard; public investment in education to rise
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Mains Questions

Q1 GS 3 · 10 marks · 150 words

Green hydrogen is being positioned as a cornerstone of India’s decarbonised transport. Examine the
significance of hydrogen-powered rail for India’s net-zero goals, and the technological and economic
challenges to scaling it up.

Approach: Intro on NaMo Green Rail as India’s first H2 train → body on how fuel cells cut diesel dependence, National Green
Hydrogen Mission linkage, and safety/regenerative-braking features → challenges: green-H2 cost, refuelling infrastructure, storage
& import dependence → conclude with a phased corridor-wise roadmap.

Q2 GS 2 · 15 marks · 250 words

“A humane criminal-justice system must build a time-bound mechanism for the compassionate release of
aged and terminally ill prisoners.” In light of the recent Supreme Court directions, discuss the role of
NALSA and the reforms needed to operationalise such a mechanism.

Approach: Intro on the SC’s uniform-policy directive → body on NALSA’s statutory role (Art. 39A, LSA Act 1987), prison-
overcrowding (131% occupancy) and the UNODC terminal-illness definition → reforms: independent medical boards, NIC-
backed digital tracking, uniform eligibility → balance humanitarian concern with public safety & victim rights.
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Prelims MCQs (1–4)

Q1. Consider the following statements about the NaMo Green Rail:

1. It generates electricity onboard through a chemical reaction between hydrogen and atmospheric oxygen.

2. It was flagged off from Tamil Nadu’s Chennai.

3. Its only emission is water vapour.

(a) 1 and 3 only   (b) 2 and 3 only   (c) 1 and 2 only   (d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (a) — It was flagged off from Jind, Haryana (not Tamil Nadu), so 2 is wrong. Statements 1 and 3 are correct.

Q2. With reference to the Three-Language Formula, consider the following:

1. It was first formulated based on the recommendations of the Kothari Commission.

2. Under NEP 2020, at least two of the three languages must be native Indian languages.

3. NEP 2020 rigidly mandates Hindi as a compulsory language.

(a) 1 and 2 only   (b) 2 and 3 only   (c) 1 and 3 only   (d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (a) — NEP 2020 allows flexibility and does not make Hindi compulsory, so 3 is wrong. 1 and 2 are correct.

Q3. The National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) was established under which Act?

(a) The Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987

(b) The Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973

(c) The Advocates Act, 1961

(d) The Right to Information Act, 2005

Answer: (a) — NALSA is the apex body constituted under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 (constituted in 1995).

Q4. Article 39A of the Constitution, related to free legal aid, was:

1. Added by the 42nd Constitutional Amendment.

2. Placed under the Directive Principles of State Policy.

3. Made a Fundamental Right enforceable in courts.

(a) 1 and 2 only   (b) 2 and 3 only   (c) 1 and 3 only   (d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (a) — Article 39A is a Directive Principle (not a Fundamental Right), added by the 42nd Amendment (1976). So 3 is
wrong.
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Prelims MCQs (5–7)

Q5. The Mobile Phone Manufacturing Scheme (MPMS) is implemented by which Ministry?

(a) Ministry of Commerce and Industry

(b) Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY)

(c) Ministry of Heavy Industries

(d) Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises

Answer: (b) — The MPMS (₹62,500-crore outlay, FY 2026-27 to 2030-31) is implemented by MeitY.

Q6. Consider the following about the Indian Grey Hornbill:

1. Its scientific name is Ocyceros birostris.

2. It is classified as ‘Endangered’ on the IUCN Red List.

3. The nesting female seals herself inside a tree cavity.

(a) 1 and 3 only   (b) 1 and 2 only   (c) 2 and 3 only   (d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (a) — The Indian Grey Hornbill is Least Concern (LC), not Endangered, so 2 is wrong. 1 and 3 are correct.

Q7. CERT-In, the national nodal agency for cybersecurity, was:

1. Formed in 2004 under the Information Technology Act, 2000.

2. An office within the Ministry of Home Affairs.

3. The agency that certifies terminal illness in prisoners.

(a) 1 only   (b) 1 and 2 only   (c) 2 and 3 only   (d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (a) — CERT-In is under MeitY (not MHA), so 2 is wrong; 3 is unrelated. Only 1 is correct.
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Prelims MCQs (8–10)

Q8. The Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I4C) is an initiative of the:

(a) Ministry of Electronics and IT

(b) Ministry of Home Affairs

(c) Ministry of Defence

(d) Reserve Bank of India

Answer: (b) — I4C is a Ministry of Home Affairs initiative (approved 2018, dedicated to the nation in 2020, HQ New Delhi).

Q9. With reference to India’s June inflation data, consider the following:

1. Retail inflation (CPI) breached the RBI’s 4% target.

2. The RBI’s flexible inflation-targeting band is 4% (±2%).

3. WPI is computed by the RBI.

(a) 1 and 2 only   (b) 2 and 3 only   (c) 1 and 3 only   (d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (a) — WPI is released by the Office of the Economic Adviser (Ministry of Commerce & Industry), not the RBI,
so 3 is wrong. 1 and 2 are correct.

Q10. The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the RBI:

1. Consists of six members.

2. Is responsible for setting the repo rate to achieve the inflation target.

3. Is chaired by the Union Finance Minister.

(a) 1 and 2 only   (b) 2 and 3 only   (c) 1 and 3 only   (d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: (a) — The MPC is chaired by the RBI Governor (not the Finance Minister), so 3 is wrong. 1 and 2 are correct.

ANSWER KEY  —  1(a) · 2(a) · 3(a) · 4(a) · 5(b) · 6(a) · 7(a) · 8(b) · 9(a) · 10(a)

Rapid Revision: NaMo Green Rail — India’s first H2 fuel-cell train (Jind) · R3 debate — SC judge, Class 6 not 9 · NALSA — LSA
Act 1987, Art. 39A · MPMS — ₹62,500 cr, MeitY · Grey Hornbill — Ocyceros birostris, LC · CERT-In — 2004, MeitY · I4C —
MHA · CPI June 4.38% · MPC — 6 members, RBI Governor.

Compiled by Sapna Chauhan ·  Vedanta  Coaching Academy & Library PAGE 20


