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V E D A N T A  ·  C U R R E N T  A F F A I R S GS 3  ·  ECONOMY

1 Core Sectors Grow at Five-Month High of 5%
GS 3 ·  Page 6 The Hindu ·  21 July 2026

W H Y  I N  N E W S

India’s eight core industries grew 5% in June 2026, the fastest in five months, in the inaugural release of the new ICI series with base year
2022-23, released by the Office of Economic Adviser (OEA), DPIIT.

NEW ICI SERIES (BASE 2022-23) — SECTOR WEIGHTS

The Index of Core Industries (ICI) measures output of key infrastructure/basic industries; it feeds into the Index of Industrial Production (IIP).

The revised series shifts the base year from 2011-12 to 2022-23 and updates sectoral weights and estimation methods.

Iron ore has been added as a new sector, raising the count from eight to nine industries.

Fastest growth came from iron ore (+43.9%) in June vs 19% in May — likely a statistical base effect, as the sector had contracted 16.4% a year
earlier.

Electricity +9.8%, Cement +9.8%, Steel +4.6%, Coal +1.4%. Coal (raw) snapped a three-month contraction streak.

Hydrocarbon-linked sectors contracted: Crude oil (-4.2%), Natural gas (-7.4%), Refinery products (-4.7%), Fertilisers (-3.3%) — attributed to
higher imports as global crude prices cooled.

Only Raw Coal is retained; Coal Middling and Washed Coal are excluded to remove double counting (both are made from raw coal).

Electricity 30.93 · Refinery Products 22.57 · Steel 17.58 (three largest).

Crude Oil 7.43 · Coal 5.60 · Iron Ore 4.905 · Cement 4.41 · Natural Gas 3.84 · Fertilisers 2.73.

Overall Index = 100.00; the nine sectors have a ~40.3% weight in the IIP (old series).
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V E D A N T A  ·  C U R R E N T  A F F A I R S GS 3  ·  ECONOMY

Source — The Hindu, Page 6

‘Core sectors grow at five-month high of 5%’ — The Hindu, 21 July 2026

STATIC / SYLLABUS LINKAGE

ICI is compiled by the Office of Economic Adviser, DPIIT (Ministry of Commerce & Industry), released monthly.

IIP (compiled by NSO/MoSPI) has three sub-sectors: Mining, Manufacturing, Electricity; base year 2011-12 (revision under way).

Base-year revision keeps indices aligned with the current structure of the economy; improves representativeness of the consumption/production
basket.

Base effect: distortion in a growth rate caused by an unusually high or low value in the comparison (base) period.
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2 Monsoon Session & the Working of Parliament
GS 2 ·  Page 13 The Hindu ·  21 July 2026

W H Y  I N  N E W S

The Monsoon Session of Parliament opened to a stormy start, with the Lok Sabha adjourned repeatedly amid Opposition protests over the
alleged NEET paper leak and Ram Temple donation issues. This is a hook to revise Parliamentary procedure.

QUORUM (ARTICLE 100)

The House was adjourned six times and then for the day; only business transacted was a Bill by the Law Minister to replace an Ordinance raising
the number of Supreme Court judges from 34 to 38.

Summoning (Art. 85): the President summons each House; power effectively rests with the Cabinet Committee on Parliamentary Affairs,
formalised in the President’s name.

The gap between two sessions cannot exceed six months — so Parliament must meet at least twice a year. India has no fixed parliamentary
calendar; by convention it meets in three sessions (Budget, Monsoon, Winter).

Adjournment: suspends work for a specified time (hours/days/weeks); presiding officer’s power. Adjournment sine die: terminates a sitting without
naming the next date.

Prorogation: ends a session (by the President); the gap till reassembly is the Recess. It does not dissolve the House.

Dissolution ends the life of the Lok Sabha; the Rajya Sabha is permanent and never dissolves.

Quorum = one-tenth of the total membership of each House required to conduct a sitting.

Lok Sabha: at least 55 members; Rajya Sabha: at least 25 members.
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Source — The Hindu, Page 13

‘Monsoon Session off to a stormy start amid Opposition protests’ — The Hindu, 21 July 2026

ADJOURNMENT VS PROROGATION VS DISSOLUTION

RELATED CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS

Adjournment — suspends a sitting; work resumes later; by presiding officer.

Prorogation — ends a session; pending business does not lapse; by the President.

Dissolution — ends the life of the House; most pending Bills lapse; only for Lok Sabha.

Art. 85 — sessions, prorogation and dissolution. Art. 87 — special address by the President.

Art. 100 — voting, quorum. Art. 108 — joint sitting of both Houses.
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3 India Approves First Dengue Vaccine (QDENGA)
GS 2 ·  Page 14 The Hindu ·  21 July 2026

W H Y  I N  N E W S

The Drug Controller General of India (DCGI) granted market authorisation to Takeda’s QDENGA (TAK-003) — India’s first approved
dengue vaccine, for persons aged 4 to 60 years.

DENGUE — DISEASE FACTS

QDENGA is a live-attenuated tetravalent vaccine protecting against all four dengue serotypes; given as a two-dose regimen, three months apart.

It can be administered irrespective of prior dengue infection and needs no pre-vaccination screening.

Efficacy: 80.2% against virologically confirmed dengue (12 months after the 2nd dose) and 90.4% against dengue-related hospitalisation (at 18
months).

Approval backed by a global programme of 19 Phase I/II/III trials, 28,000+ participants; the pivotal Phase III enrolled 20,000+ across eight
endemic countries.

India accounts for nearly one-third of the global dengue burden; reported cases have risen nearly 11-fold in two decades (actual burden likely
higher).

QDENGA is already approved in 43 countries across Asia, Latin America and Europe (32M+ doses distributed).

Caused by the dengue virus (genus Flavivirus); four serotypes DEN-1 to DEN-4.

Vector: female Aedes aegypti mosquito (also transmits chikungunya, yellow fever, Zika).

Symptoms: sudden high fever, severe headache, retro-orbital pain, bone/joint/muscle pain.

No specific antiviral; diagnosis by blood test. WHO: ~39 crore infections/year, 9.6 crore symptomatic.
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Source — The Hindu, Page 14

‘India approves first dengue vaccine for persons aged 4-60’ — The Hindu, 21 July 2026

STATIC / SYLLABUS LINKAGE

DCGI heads the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO) under the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare — the national
drug regulator.

Live-attenuated vaccine: uses a weakened form of the pathogen that stimulates immunity without causing disease (e.g., MMR, OPV, BCG).

Tetravalent: targets all four serotypes — important because a secondary infection by a different serotype raises the risk of severe dengue
(ADE).
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4 Reclaiming Footpaths: Walkability as a Right
GS 2 ·  Page 8 The Hindu ·  21 July 2026

W H Y  I N  N E W S

In Maniyar Iliyaz @ Shaik Riyaz vs P. Ayyappan (2026), the Supreme Court held that walking on demarcated footpaths is a fundamental
constitutional right under Article 19(1)(d) and Article 21, directing States/UTs to frame policies for their provision and maintenance.

CONSTITUTIONAL ANCHORS

The Court framed safe footpaths as a public health intervention, a road safety measure, and a democratic test of whether cities are built for people
or machines.

Health context: WHO’s India Physical Activity Profile 2024 finds 49.4% of adults (57.2% of women) and 74% of adolescents (11-17) do not meet
recommended activity levels.

WHO recommends at least 150 minutes of moderate activity/week; walkability enables low-cost, no-equipment physical activity for the largest
number of citizens.

The built environment, not just willpower, drives sedentary living; footpaths are ‘preventive medicine laid in stone’.

Road safety: the MoRTH ‘Road Accidents in India 2024’ report found pedestrians and two-wheeler riders together = ~67% of road fatalities,
with 1.28 lakh deaths among these vulnerable groups.

Policy asks: continuous, shaded, barrier-free footpaths; ward-level footpath maps; traffic calming near schools; penalties for encroachment; a national
active-mobility mission.

Art. 19(1)(d) — right to move freely throughout India.

Art. 21 — right to life & personal liberty (read to include health, dignity and a safe environment).

Directs the ‘right to safe footpaths’ as a positive obligation on States/UTs.
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Source — The Hindu (Editorial Page), Page 8

‘Reclaiming footpaths, taking cities back from cars’ — The Hindu, 21 July 2026

STATIC / SYLLABUS LINKAGE

Links to SDG 3 (Good Health), SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities), and the NCD (non-communicable disease) burden.

Active mobility = walking + cycling; complements schemes like Smart Cities Mission and street-design/complete-streets guidelines.

Judgment widens the scope of Art. 21 jurisprudence on urban living conditions and the ‘right to the city’.
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5 Allowing Dissent: Criminal Law & Free Speech
GS 2 ·  Page 8 The Hindu ·  21 July 2026

W H Y  I N  N E W S

An editorial argues that using criminal law to protect the reputation of rulers is condemnable. In the first months of the TVK government in
Tamil Nadu, at least 10 people faced police action for speaking against the Chief Minister or his colleagues.

FREE SPEECH — CONSTITUTIONAL FRAME

Cases invoked defamation, the IT Act and cyber-crime provisions against critics — and suo motu action by police targeting dissenters.

The editorial warns this creates a structural risk for democracy: speech-related arrests reflect a wider pattern of authoritarianism when the state
treats criticism as crime.

Core principle: tolerance of dissent and upholding the rule of law are foundational to democracy; threats to these ‘undo the knit’ of a democracy.

Political actors across parties have normalised using police and criminal law as a reputational shield once in power.

Remedy: allegations against Ministers should follow the natural course of civil suits or political contestation, not criminal
misinformation/defamation cases.

The restriction of harmful, obscene or indecent content must be balanced against the supremacy of free speech.

Art. 19(1)(a) — freedom of speech and expression; subject to reasonable restrictions under Art. 19(2).

Shreya Singhal v. Union of India (2015) struck down Sec. 66A of the IT Act as unconstitutionally vague.

Criminal defamation upheld in Subramanian Swamy v. Union of India (2016), but courts caution against its misuse to chill speech.
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Source — The Hindu (Editorial), Page 8

‘Allowing dissent’ — The Hindu editorial, 21 July 2026

STATIC / SYLLABUS LINKAGE

Reasonable restrictions (Art. 19(2)): sovereignty & integrity, security of state, public order, decency/morality, contempt of court, defamation,
incitement to an offence.

suo motu: action taken by an authority on its own initiative, without a formal complaint.

Relevant to debates on sedition, criminal defamation and IT Act reform and the protection of political dissent.
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6 Canada–India Defence Collaboration
GS 2 ·  Page 8 The Hindu ·  21 July 2026

W H Y  I N  N E W S

Writing for The Hindu, the Canadian High Commissioner outlines a reset in Canada–India defence and technology ties, following PM
Carney and PM Modi’s agreement to launch a Defence Dialogue.

WHY IT MATTERS FOR INDIA

Steps taken: Defence Advisers accredited in Ottawa and Delhi; a Defence Dialogue to align interests and capacities.

Both navies have exercised together in RIMPAC and Talisman Sabre; an Indian National Defence College delegation visited Canada in June.

Canada set up a Defence Investment Agency and a Defence Industrial Strategy to diversify supply chains and reduce single-country dependence.

Canada is on track to spend 5% of GDP on defence by 2035, having surpassed 2% in March 2026.

Complementarity: Canada’s full-spectrum aerospace sector and R&D strength meet India’s scale, manufacturing capacity and third-largest domestic
aviation market.

Critical minerals: Canada holds reserves of 31 critical minerals (cobalt to helium); a Critical Minerals Value Chain MoU was signed during
Carney’s Feb-Mar 2026 India visit.

Space: Canada’s RADARSAT constellation can support India’s naval maritime-domain awareness.

Diversifies defence and critical-mineral supply chains away from single-country dependence.

Advances Aatmanirbhar Bharat via co-development, subsystem manufacturing and sustainment.

Signals a thaw after the recent low in bilateral ties, anchored in shared Indo-Pacific interests.
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Source — The Hindu (Op-Ed), Page 8

‘Canada-India defence collaboration for a secure future’ — The Hindu, 21 July 2026

STATIC / SYLLABUS LINKAGE

RIMPAC (Rim of the Pacific) — world’s largest international maritime exercise, hosted by the US Navy near Hawaii.

Talisman Sabre — major biennial Australia–US-led multinational military exercise.

Critical minerals — strategic inputs for clean energy, electronics and defence; India has a National Critical Mineral Mission and KABIL for
overseas assets.
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7 Defections & the Moral Sanctity of Democracy
GS 2 ·  Page 9 The Hindu ·  21 July 2026

W H Y  I N  N E W S

An opinion piece uses the splits in the Trinamool Congress and the Shiv Sena (UBT) to argue that political defections are eroding the sanctity
of the democratic mandate.

ANTI-DEFECTION LAW — TENTH SCHEDULE

In a parliamentary democracy, citizens vote for an idea, a manifesto and an alternative — not merely an individual.

When a representative crosses over after winning on another party’s symbol, it is a unilateral rewriting of the contract with the voter; the mandate
becomes private property.

It exposes perverse incentives: leaders facing investigations often ‘discover’ ideological compatibility with the ruling party.

The larger casualty is democratic competition — a credible Opposition is essential for scrutiny; without it, elections become contests for access to
power, not ideas.

The piece invokes Aristotle (public office must not become an instrument of private advantage), Kautilya (legitimacy rests on the people’s
confidence) and Machiavelli (destroying independent centres of influence weakens the state).

The real victim of defection is not the party that loses a legislator but the voter — whose ballot is treated as a tradable asset.

Added by the 52nd Amendment (1985); grounds: voluntarily giving up membership or defying the party whip.

The 91st Amendment (2003) deleted the ‘split’ exemption — only a merger of two-thirds of members is now protected.

The Presiding Officer decides on disqualification; subject to judicial review (Kihoto Hollohan v. Zachillhu, 1992).
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Source — The Hindu (Opinion), Page 9

‘Defections affect moral sanctity of democracy’ — The Hindu, 21 July 2026

STATIC / SYLLABUS LINKAGE

Tenth Schedule aims to curb the ‘Aaya Ram Gaya Ram’ culture of political horse-trading.

Criticisms: undermines the representative’s freedom of conscience; the Speaker’s role and delays in deciding disqualification petitions have
drawn Supreme Court concern.

Reform ideas: time-bound decisions; shifting adjudication to an independent tribunal / the ECI.
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V E D A N T A  ·  C U R R E N T  A F F A I R S MAINS PRACTICE

M A I N S  P R A C T I C E  Q U E S T I O N S

GS 3  ·  ECONOMY 10 Marks · 150 words

Q. The revised Index of Core Industries (Base 2022-23) is more than a routine statistical update. Discuss its methodological changes and their
significance for economic policymaking.

प्र . संशोधित कोर उद्योग सूचकांक (आधार वर्ष 2022-23) महज एक सामान्य सांख्यिकीय अद्यतन से अधिक है। इसके  पद्धतिगत परिवर्तनों और आर्थिक नीति-निर्माण में
उनके  महत्व पर चर्चा कीजिए।

GS 2  ·  POLITY 15 Marks · 250 words

Q. Frequent political defections weaken the moral foundations of representative democracy. Critically examine the effectiveness of the Tenth
Schedule and suggest reforms.

प्र . बार-बार होने वाले राजनीतिक दल-बदल प्रतिनिधित्वात्मक लोकतंत्र की नैतिक नीं व को कमजोर करते हैं । दसवीं  अनु सूची की प्रभावशीलता का आलोचनात्मक परीक्षण
कीजिए और सुधार सुझाइए।

THOUGHT OF THE DAY  — “A mandate belongs to the electorate, not to the elected; when trust is traded for power, the real defector is
democracy itself.”

Bilingual (English & Hindi) · Reframed from today’s editorials for answer-writing practice
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V E D A N T A  ·  C U R R E N T  A F F A I R S PRELIMS MCQ

P R E L I M S  P R A C T I C E  ·  M C Q s  1 – 6

Q1. With reference to the new series of the Index of Core Industries (ICI), consider the following statements:
1. It has base year 2022-23.
2. It is compiled by the National Statistical Office.
3. Iron ore has been added as a new sector.
Which are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

✔ Answer: (b) 1 and 3 only

Q2. The Index of Core Industries is released by:

(a) RBI (b) NSO, MoSPI

(c) Office of Economic Adviser, DPIIT (d) NITI Aayog

✔ Answer: (c) Office of Economic Adviser, DPIIT

Q3. The summoning of Parliament is provided under which Article of the Constitution?

(a) Article 74 (b) Article 85

(c) Article 108 (d) Article 123

✔ Answer: (b) Article 85

Q4. Regarding the quorum of Parliament, consider:
1. It is one-tenth of the total membership.
2. Lok Sabha quorum is 55 members.
3. Rajya Sabha quorum is 25 members.
Which are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

✔ Answer: (d) 1, 2 and 3

Q5. Which statement about Prorogation is correct?

(a) It dissolves the Lok Sabha (b) It ends a session but not the House

(c) It is ordered by the Speaker (d) Pending Bills lapse on prorogation

✔ Answer: (b) It ends a session but not the House

Q6. QDENGA (TAK-003), recently approved in India, is a:

(a) Inactivated monovalent vaccine (b) mRNA vaccine

(c) Live-attenuated tetravalent vaccine (d) Viral-vector vaccine

✔ Answer: (c) Live-attenuated tetravalent vaccine
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V E D A N T A  ·  C U R R E N T  A F F A I R S ANSWER KEY

P R E L I M S  P R A C T I C E  ·  M C Q s  7 – 1 0

Q7. The dengue virus belongs to which genus?

(a) Alphavirus (b) Flavivirus

(c) Lyssavirus (d) Enterovirus

✔ Answer: (b) Flavivirus

Q8. In Maniyar Iliyaz vs P. Ayyappan (2026), the Supreme Court linked the right to safe footpaths to which Articles?

(a) Art. 14 and 15 (b) Art. 19(1)(a) and 21

(c) Art. 19(1)(d) and 21 (d) Art. 21 and 25

✔ Answer: (c) Art. 19(1)(d) and 21

Q9. The anti-defection law is contained in which Schedule of the Constitution?

(a) Ninth Schedule (b) Tenth Schedule

(c) Eleventh Schedule (d) Twelfth Schedule

✔ Answer: (b) Tenth Schedule

Q10. RIMPAC and Talisman Sabre, mentioned in the news, are:

(a) Trade agreements (b) Military exercises

(c) Space missions (d) Climate frameworks

✔ Answer: (b) Military exercises

A N S W E R  K E Y &  E X P L A N AT I O N S

Q1 — (b)
Statements 1 & 3 correct. ICI new series has base 2022-23 and adds iron ore (nine sectors). It is compiled by the OEA, DPIIT — not the NSO. So 2 is wrong.

Q2 — (c)
The Office of Economic Adviser, DPIIT (Ministry of Commerce & Industry) releases the ICI monthly.

Q3 — (b)
Article 85 deals with summoning, prorogation and dissolution of Parliament.

Q4 — (d)
Quorum = one-tenth of total membership; LS = 55, RS = 25. All three correct.

Q5 — (b)
Prorogation ends a session (by the President) but does not dissolve the House; pending business does not lapse.

Q6 — (c)
QDENGA is a live-attenuated tetravalent vaccine covering all four dengue serotypes; two doses, three months apart.

Q7 — (b)
Dengue, Zika, yellow fever and Japanese encephalitis viruses belong to genus Flavivirus.

Q8 — (c)
The Court held safe footpaths a fundamental right under Art. 19(1)(d) (free movement) and Art. 21 (life).

Q9 — (b)
The Tenth Schedule (52nd Amendment, 1985) contains the anti-defection provisions.

Q10 — (b)
RIMPAC (Rim of the Pacific) and Talisman Sabre are large multinational military exercises.
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