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1
PM-YASASVI Scholarship Scheme

GS 2 SOCIAL JUSTICE PRELIMS

W h y  i n  N e w s

PM-YASASVI (PM Young Achievers Scholarship Award Scheme for Vibrant India) — an umbrella scheme of the
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment — unifies scholarship support and hostel infrastructure for socially and
educationally backward youth.

PM-YASASVI  at  a  G l a n c e

Nodal body: Implemented by the Department of Social Justice & Empowerment under the Ministry of Social Justice
& Empowerment.

Origin: The hostel-construction component began in 1998–99 to tackle educational backwardness among OBC youth; it
underwent a major revision in 2017–18, and was later restructured into the present umbrella framework.

Coverage: Financial assistance spans all learning stages — from school level through top-tier college education —
removing financial and geographical barriers for rural and economically weaker students.

Target categories: Other Backward Classes (OBC), Economically Backward Classes (EBC), and Denotified, Nomadic
& Semi-Nomadic Tribes (DNT).

Non-creamy-layer rule: Applicants must be in Central/State/UT OBC lists and strictly outside the creamy layer;
family income cap is ₹2.5 lakh for the test-based components.

Hostel priority: Post-matric and undergraduate students from rural areas lacking local colleges, with a mandatory 5%
seat reservation for students with disabilities.

Selection & testing: Benefits under the entrance-based track require clearing a computer-based YASASVI Entrance
Test, conducted by the National Testing Agency (NTA).

Ministry: Social Justice & Empowerment  |  Objective: financial assistance to OBC/EBC/DNT students at post-
matriculation / post-secondary stage.

▪

Eligibility: permanent resident of India; OBC / EBC / DNT-SAR / NT / SNT community; studying in Class 9 or 11; family
income ≤ ₹2.5 lakh; all genders eligible.

▪

Benefits: ₹75,000/yr (Class IX) and ₹1,25,000/yr (Class XI) as scholarship / financial assistance.▪

Selection: qualify the computer-based YASASVI Entrance Test, conducted by the NTA.▪
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F i v e  S u b -S c h e m e s  u n d e r  PM-YASASVI

2
UMEED Portal & Digitisation of Waqf Properties

GS 2 POLITY PRELIMS

W h y  i n  N e w s

The Ministry of Minority Affairs told the Lok Sabha that over 6.17 lakh Waqf properties have been validated and
approved on the UMEED Central Portal-2025, as part of the drive to digitise and streamline Waqf property records.

1. Pre-Matric Scholarship — Class IX & X, full-time, Government Schools only; consolidated academic allowance of
₹4,000/annum.

▪

2. Post-Matric Scholarship — post-matriculation / post-secondary stage; allowance of ₹5,000–₹20,000 by course
category.

▪

3. Top-Class Education in Schools — meritorious OBC/EBC/DNT students, Class 9 to 12; up to ₹75,000/annum (Cl. 9–
10) and ₹1,25,000/annum (Cl. 11–12).

▪

4. Top-Class Education in Colleges — full financial support: tuition, living expenses, books & stationery.▪

5. Construction of Hostels for OBC Boys & Girls — hostel facilities near govt. schools, universities & institutions for
backward-class students, especially rural.

▪

Responding to an unstarred question by TMC MP Sajda Ahmed, Minority Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju stated that
7,99,978 Waqf properties had been initiated for uploading as of 17 July.

Of these, 6,17,102 were validated and approved, 91,623 remain at various uploading stages, and 91,253 were rejected
during verification. State/UT-wise status is available on the portal.

UMEED Central Portal-2025 is a statutory portal developed under the provisions of the UMEED Act, 1995, designed
to manage the complete lifecycle of Waqf properties — registration, verification, survey by the Collector, mutation,
annual audits and related administration.

Launch: The Unified Waqf Management, Empowerment, Efficiency and Development (UMEED) Portal was launched
on 6 June 2025; a six-month window to upload authenticated data concluded on 6 December 2025.
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‘6.17 lakh Waqf properties approved on portal, says Ministry’ — The Hindu, Page 13 (Prelims)

UMEED P o r ta l  — K e y  F e at u r e s

Static L inkage — Types of Parliamentary Questions

Type of Question
Mode of
Answer

Supplementaries?
Colour in
List

Key Note

Starred Oral Yes Green Distinguished by an asterisk (*)

Unstarred Written No White Requires a written reply only

Short-Notice Oral Yes Light
Pink

Notice <10 days; for urgent matters

To Private Members Oral / Written Yes / No (by type) Yellow Where the subject is a Bill/resolution the
member is responsible for

Centralised digital platform for registration & regulation of Waqf properties across India.▪

Records include precise measurements & geolocation data at registration.▪

Properties unregistered after the deadline are flagged as disputed and referred to the Waqf Tribunal.▪

Built-in legal-awareness tools clarify beneficiaries’ rights under the amended law.▪

Properties registered in women’s names cannot be designated as Waqf; women, children & EWS remain eligible
beneficiaries.

▪
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3
East Asia Summit & Global Maritime Security

GS 2 IR PRELIMS

W h y  i n  N e w s

At the 21st East Asia Summit (EAS) in Manila, EAM S. Jaishankar said global maritime channels “must remain safe
and unimpeded”, and that attacks on seafarers, civilian shipping or infrastructure cannot be countenanced.

‘Global waterways should be safe, unimpeded: Jaishankar’ — The Hindu, Page 14 (GS 2)

EAS — S tat i c  F a c t s

Jaishankar also called for dialogue and diplomacy in the Persian Gulf crisis and a political solution to the Myanmar
conflict, where Ethnic Armed Organisations (EAOs) challenge the junta that seized power in February 2021.

On the South China Sea, India backed a substantive, effective and legally-binding Code of Conduct, fully compliant
with UNCLOS 1982, that does not prejudice the rights of other users.

India reiterated zero tolerance for terrorism; separately, the MEA rebutted Pakistan Deputy PM Ishaq Dar’s remarks
on Kashmir and the Indus Waters Treaty at the ARF, calling it cynical exploitation of a multilateral forum.

Established in 2005 as an ASEAN-led initiative; the only leader-led Indo-Pacific forum bringing together all key partners
on political, security & economic issues.

▪

The idea of an East Asia Grouping was first proposed by Malaysian PM Mahathir Mohamad in 1991; inaugural EAS held
at Kuala Lumpur on 14 Dec 2005 (Australia a founding member). 2025 marked its 20th anniversary.

▪

19 members: 11 ASEAN states + Australia, China, India, Japan, New Zealand, Republic of Korea, Russia & the USA.
Timor-Leste joined after ASEAN accession on 26 Oct 2025.

▪

The ASEAN Chair chairs the EAS. Philippines is 2026 Chair (theme: ‘Navigating Our Future, Together’); Singapore
chairs 2027, Thailand 2028.

▪

In 2024, EAS members held ~53% of world population and ~60% of global GDP.▪
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4
Kutki (Picrorhiza kurroa) — Sustainable Cultivation

GS 3 ENVIRONMENT PRELIMS

W h y  i n  N e w s

In Himachal Pradesh’s Mandi district, a sustainable cultivation model is bringing the prized medicinal herb Kutki
(Picrorhiza kurroa) back from the brink of extinction while boosting the rural mountain economy.

‘Himachal farmers pioneer sustainable cultivation of endangered herb’ — The Hindu, Page 4 (GS 3)

S tat i c  L i n k a g e  — CITES & IUCN

Decades of destructive wild harvesting — uprooting the whole plant — pushed Kutki onto the IUCN Red List. It is
native to alpine & sub-alpine regions (2,700–4,500 m) of the Himalayas.

Researchers at the Himalayan Research Group (HRG) — a DST Core Support Group under the Programme of
Science for Equity Empowerment & Development (SEED) Division — developed an alternative: farmers now harvest
only the plant’s side ‘stolons’, leaving the mother plant intact.

A stolon is a creeping side-branch (stem) with nodes; roots are fibrous with no medicinal content — debunking the
myth that the root is the drug. After drying, only stolons are collected, making the plantation perennial.

Kutki is listed as Endangered on the IUCN Red List and, recognising the threat from international trade, is included in
Appendix II of CITES — permitting trade only under regulated conditions with export permits.

CITES (1975): regulates international trade in endangered species. Appendix I — trade banned (species threatened with
extinction); Appendix II — trade regulated via permits; Appendix III — protection at a member’s request.

▪

IUCN Red List categories: Least Concern → Near Threatened → Vulnerable → Endangered → Critically Endangered →
Extinct in Wild → Extinct.

▪

The project began under the Himalayan Bioresource Mission (2022), DBT; HRG is based in Shimla.▪
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5
NATO Ankara Summit & Signals for India

GS 2 IR / DEFENCE PRELIMS

W h y  i n  N e w s

The 32 NATO heads of state/government met at the Ankara Summit (7–8 July 2026), Türkiye, to review progress
since the 2025 Hague Summit. The outcomes carry warning signals for India’s defence-procurement strategy.

‘Warning signals for India from NATO’s Ankara summit’ — The Hindu, Page 8 (GS 2)

Four commitments from Ankara: (i) reaffirming ironclad collective defence under Article 5; (ii) endorsing ‘The
Hague defence commitment’ to spend 5% of GDP on defence by 2035 (up from 2%); (iii) unwavering support for
Ukraine; and (iv) building a high-tech, high-capacity, Europe-wide Defence Industrial Base (DIB).

Without revitalising Europe’s defence industry, the 5% pledge only deepens dependence on the US. Half of Europe’s
defence spending (2022–24) came from the US (up from 28% in 2019–21); US Foreign Military Sales notifications to
European buyers quadrupled since 2008 to $76 billion in 2024.

Impact on India: as NATO spends more, the arms bazaar shifts from a buyers’ to a sellers’ market. An early sign was
GE Aerospace’s delay in supplying F-404 engines for the Tejas LCA programme.

Way forward: India must accelerate self-reliance in new-age domains — drones, AI, cyber & electronic warfare,
resilient networks — rather than depend on overstretched suppliers with their own wars to fight.
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NATO — S tat i c  F a c t s NATO+ & W a r s aw  P a c t

6
Index of Core Industries — New 2022-23 Series

GS 3 ECONOMY PRELIMS

W h y  i n  N e w s

The Index of Core Industries (ICI) has been updated to a new base year 2022-23, expanding from eight to nine
sectors with the inclusion of Iron Ore — making it more representative of the economy.

Political-military alliance formed 1949 by 12 Euro-
Atlantic countries after WWII. HQ: Brussels; Allied
Command Operations HQ near Mons, Belgium.

▪

Article 5 enshrines collective defence — an attack on
one is an attack on all.

▪

Finland (2023) and Sweden (2024) joined, taking
NATO to 32 members by 2026.

▪

EU members NOT in NATO: Austria, Cyprus,
Ireland, Malta.

▪

NATO Plus = NATO + 5 (Australia, New Zealand,
Japan, Israel, South Korea) for global defence
cooperation.

▪

Warsaw Pact (1955): USSR-led collective-defence
treaty with 7 states to counter NATO; abolished 1991.
All 7 are now NATO members.

▪

Founding 12: Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France,
Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway,
Portugal, UK, USA.

▪

Released by the Office of Economic Adviser (OEA), DPIIT, Ministry of Commerce & Industry. The 2022-23 series
replaces the 2011-12 series and applies retrospectively from April 2023, with a back-series for historical comparison.

Ninth sector added: Iron Ore, recognising its extensive use in steel manufacturing. The ICI now covers Coal, Crude
Oil, Natural Gas, Refinery Products, Fertilizers, Steel, Cement, Electricity & Iron Ore.

Methodology fixes: Steel now uses Gross Production data (aligned with revised IIP); to remove double-counting only
Raw Coal is retained (Coal Middling & Washed Coal excluded); weights re-derived from IIP (base 2022-23),
normalised to 100.

June 2026 performance: a five-month-high growth of 5%, suggesting industry is shrugging off the West Asia slump —
though iron ore (+43.9%) and electricity (+9.8%) partly reflect a low base effect. Crude oil & natural gas kept
contracting.
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‘Core upgrade’ editorial — The Hindu, Page 8 (GS 3)

Index of Core Industries — Weights (Base Year 2022-23)

# Sector Weight (%)

1 Coal 5.596

2 Natural Gas 3.841

3 Crude Oil 7.430

4 Refinery Products 22.572

5 Fertilizers (lowest) 2.731

6 Steel 17.584

7 Cement 4.410

8 Electricity (highest) 30.932

9 Iron Ore (newly added) 4.905

Overall Index 100.000

The rising weight of electricity (from <20% earlier) reflects the growing share of renewables and surging power demand.
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7
Escalation Trap — Houthi Blockade & Chokepoints

GS 2 IR / GEOGRAPHY PRELIMS

W h y  i n  N e w s

The decision by Yemen’s Ansar Allah (Houthis) to blockade Saudi Arabia signals that the war on Iran has entered its
most dangerous phase — with major implications for global energy chokepoints.

‘Escalation trap’ editorial — The Hindu, Page 8 (GS 2)
West Asia chokepoints — Hormuz, Bab-el-Mandeb, Suez &

SUMED

S tat i c  L i n k a g e  — K e y  C h o k e p o i n t s

A n s w e r  W r i t i n g  P r a c t i c e

Mains Practice Questions

The Houthis — a close Iranian ally controlling most of Yemen’s population centres including Sana’a — had earlier held
a fragile ceasefire with Saudi Arabia; on 20 July they announced a blockade on ships using Saudi ports on the Red Sea.

With crude exports through the Strait of Hormuz constrained by Iran’s blockade, Saudi Arabia leaned on Red Sea ports,
especially Yanbu. Tankers from Yanbu to Asia must pass the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait (linking the Red Sea to the Gulf of
Aden & Arabian Sea).

The Houthis overlook much of Yemen’s Red Sea coastline and can enforce a blockade of the Bab-el-Mandeb
chokepoint, deepening the war’s economic pain across the Persian Gulf and beyond (Jordan, Kuwait).

Editorial view: repeating the same military tactics while expecting different results risks another unwinnable war; the
argued way out is an immediate ceasefire and return to diplomacy.

Strait of Hormuz: between Iran & Oman (Musandam); connects Persian Gulf to Gulf of Oman — world’s most critical oil
chokepoint.

▪

Bab-el-Mandeb: between Yemen and Djibouti/Eritrea; links Red Sea to Gulf of Aden — gateway to the Suez route.▪

Suez Canal & SUMED Pipeline (Egypt): connect the Red Sea to the Mediterranean, bypassing the Cape of Good Hope.▪

Bordering the Red Sea: Egypt, Sudan, Eritrea, Djibouti, Saudi Arabia, Yemen (and Israel/Jordan via Gulf of Aqaba).▪
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Q1 GS 2 10 Marks · 150 Words

“Scholarship-plus-hostel umbrella schemes such as PM-YASASVI address both financial and geographical
barriers to education.” Examine how such convergence models advance social justice for backward classes.

“PM-YASASVI जैसी छात्रवृत्ति-सह-छात्रावास अम्ब्रे ला योजनाएँ  शिक्षा में वित्तीय और भौगोलिक दोनों बाधाओं को संबोधित

करती हैं।” समीक्षा कीजिए।

Approach: Define the umbrella structure → five sub-schemes → how income cap + non-creamy-layer target the neediest →
hostels solve geography → 5% PwD reservation → note gaps (test dependence, awareness) and conclude on equity.

Q2 GS 2 10 Marks · 150 Words

Digital public infrastructure is transforming the governance of religious endowments in India. Analyse the
objectives and challenges of the UMEED Central Portal for Waqf property management.

भारत में डिजिटल सार्वजनिक अवसंरचना, धार्मिक न्यासों के  शासन को बदल रही है। वक्फ संपत्ति प्रबंधन हेतु UMEED पोर्टल

के  उद्दे श्यों और चुनौतियों का विश्लेषण कीजिए।

Approach: Objectives: single lifecycle record, geolocation, transparency, dispute resolution via Tribunal → data (6.17 lakh
validated) → challenges: rejections, digital literacy, federal data quality, contested provisions → balanced conclusion.

Q3 GS 2 15 Marks · 250 Words

“As NATO’s defence spending surges, the global arms market is shifting from a buyers’ to a sellers’
market.” Discuss the implications of this shift for India’s quest for defence self-reliance.

“जैसे-जैसे NATO का रक्षा व्यय बढ़ता है, वैश्विक हथियार बाजार क्रे ताओं से विक्रे ताओं की ओर स्थानांतरित हो रहा है।” भारत

की रक्षा आत्मनिर्भरता के  लिए इसके  निहितार्थों की चर्चा कीजिए।

Approach: Context: Ankara 5% pledge & DIB → demand crowding-out, longer delivery timelines (F-404/Tejas) → pricing &
leverage risks → opportunity for indigenisation: iDEX, drones, AI, cyber, DPSU-private synergy → conclude on strategic
autonomy.

P r e l i m s  2 0 2 7  ·  F a c t  R e v i s i o n

Prelims Practice — 10 MCQs

Q1. Consider the following about the PM-YASASVI scheme:

1. It is implemented by the Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment.

2. It is open to OBC, EBC and Denotified/Nomadic/Semi-Nomadic Tribes.

3. The YASASVI Entrance Test is conducted by the UGC.

(a) 1 and 3 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
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Q2. The UMEED Central Portal-2025 is associated with the management of:

(a) Tribal forest-rights records (b) Waqf properties

(c) Minority scholarship disbursal (d) Agricultural land titles

Q3. With reference to Parliamentary Questions, which pair is correctly matched?

(a) Starred Question — written reply, white paper (b) Unstarred Question — oral reply, green paper

(c) Short-Notice Question — oral reply, light-pink paper (d) Private Member Question — asterisk-marked

Q4. Consider the following about the East Asia Summit (EAS):

1. It was established in 2005 as an ASEAN-led initiative.

2. Timor-Leste became a member in 2025.

3. The ASEAN Chair also chairs the EAS.

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Q5. Picrorhiza kurroa (Kutki), in news recently, is best described as a:

(a) Marine algae used in cosmetics (b) High-altitude Himalayan medicinal herb

(c) Genetically modified food crop (d) Freshwater invasive weed

Q6. The medicinal herb Kutki is listed under which appendix of CITES?

(a) Appendix I (b) Appendix II

(c) Appendix III (d) Not listed under CITES

Q7. ‘The Hague defence commitment’, reaffirmed at the 2026 NATO Ankara Summit, refers to members’
pledge to spend, by 2035, at least:

(a) 2% of GDP on defence (b) 3.5% of GDP on defence

(c) 5% of GDP on defence (d) 10% of GDP on defence

Q8. Consider the following about NATO:

1. Its headquarters is located in Brussels, Belgium.

2. Finland and Sweden joined NATO in 2023 and 2024 respectively.

3. Ireland and Austria are members of NATO.

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
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Q9. In the revised Index of Core Industries (base 2022-23), which sector was newly added and which carries
the highest weight, respectively?

(a) Cement; Steel (b) Iron Ore; Electricity

(c) Natural Gas; Refinery Products (d) Iron Ore; Steel

Q10. The Bab-el-Mandeb Strait connects the Red Sea to the:

(a) Persian Gulf (b) Mediterranean Sea

(c) Gulf of Aden (d) Caspian Sea

An s w e r  Ke y  & Ex p l a n at i o n s

1 — (c) 2 — (b) 3 — (c) 4 — (d) 5 — (b) 6 — (b) 7 — (c) 8 — (a)

9 — (b) 10 — (c)

Q1 (c): Statements 1 & 2 correct; the YASASVI Entrance Test is conducted by the NTA, not UGC.

Q2 (b): UMEED = Unified Waqf Management, Empowerment, Efficiency & Development — a statutory portal for Waqf properties.

Q3 (c): Short-Notice = oral, light-pink paper. Starred = oral/green/asterisk; Unstarred = written/white.

Q4 (d): All three are correct — EAS (2005, ASEAN-led), Timor-Leste joined 2025, ASEAN Chair chairs EAS.

Q5 (b): Kutki is a high-value alpine/sub-alpine Himalayan medicinal herb (2,700–4,500 m).

Q6 (b): It is included in CITES Appendix II — trade permitted only under regulated conditions with export permits.

Q7 (c): The Hague commitment targets 5% of GDP on defence by 2035, up from the earlier 2% pledge.

Q8 (a): Statements 1 & 2 correct. Ireland and Austria are EU members but not in NATO.

Q9 (b): Iron Ore was newly added (9th sector); Electricity has the highest weight (30.93%).

Q10 (c): Bab-el-Mandeb links the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden (and onward to the Arabian Sea).
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