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PM-YASASVI Scholarship Scheme

m SOCIAL JUSTICE PRELIMS

WHY IN NEws

PM-YASASVI (PM Young Achievers Scholarship Award Scheme for Vibrant India) — an umbrella scheme of the
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment — unifies scholarship support and hostel infrastructure for socially and
educationally backward youth.

Nodal body: Implemented by the Department of Social Justice & Empowerment under the Ministry of Social Justice
& Empowerment.

Origin: The hostel-construction component began in 1998-99 to tackle educational backwardness among OBC youth; it
underwent a major revision in 2017-18, and was later restructured into the present umbrella framework.

Coverage: Financial assistance spans all learning stages — from school level through top-tier college education —

removing financial and geographical barriers for rural and economically weaker students.

Target categories: Other Backward Classes (OBC), Economically Backward Classes (EBC), and Denotified, Nomadic
& Semi-Nomadic Tribes (DNT).

Non-creamy-layer rule: Applicants must be in Central/State/UT OBC lists and strictly outside the creamy layer;

family income cap is 2.5 lakh for the test-based components.

Hostel priority: Post-matric and undergraduate students from rural areas lacking local colleges, with a mandatory 5%

seat reservation for students with disabilities.

Selection & testing: Benefits under the entrance-based track require clearing a computer-based YASASVI Entrance
Test, conducted by the National Testing Agency (NTA).

PM-YASASVI AT A GLANCE

Ministry: Social Justice & Empowerment | Objective: financial assistance to OBC/EBC/DNT students at post-
matriculation / post-secondary stage.

Eligibility: permanent resident of India; OBC / EBC / DNT-SAR / NT / SNT community; studying in Class 9 or 11; family
income < X2.5 lakh; all genders eligible.

Benefits: X75,000/yr (Class IX) and X1,25,000/yr (Class XI) as scholarship / financial assistance.

Selection: qualify the computer-based YASASVI Entrance Test, conducted by the NTA.
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Five SuB-ScHEMES UNDER PM-YASASVI

1. Pre-Matric Scholarship — Class IX & X, full-time, Government Schools only; consolidated academic allowance of
X4,000/annum.

2. Post-Matric Scholarship — post-matriculation / post-secondary stage; allowance of X5,000-%20,000 by course

category.

3. Top-Class Education in Schools — meritorious OBC/EBC/DNT students, Class 9 to 12; up to X75,000/annum (Cl. 9-
10) and X1,25,000/annum (Cl. 11-12).

4. Top-Class Education in Colleges — full financial support: tuition, living expenses, books & stationery.

5. Construction of Hostels for OBC Boys & Girls — hostel facilities near govt. schools, universities & institutions for

backward-class students, especially rural.

UMEED Portal & Digitisation of Waqf Properties

m POLITY PRELIMS

WHY IN NEws

The Ministry of Minority Affairs told the Lok Sabha that over 6.17 lakh Waqf properties have been validated and
approved on the UMEED Central Portal-2025, as part of the drive to digitise and streamline Waqf property records.

Responding to an unstarred question by TMC MP Sajda Ahmed, Minority Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju stated that
7,99,978 Waqf properties had been initiated for uploading as of 17 July.

Of these, 6,17,102 were validated and approved, 91,623 remain at various uploading stages, and 91,253 were rejected

during verification. State/UT-wise status is available on the portal.

UMEED Central Portal-2025 is a statutory portal developed under the provisions of the UMEED Act, 1995, designed
to manage the complete lifecycle of Waqf properties — registration, verification, survey by the Collector, mutation,

annual audits and related administration.

Launch: The Unified Waqf Management, Empowerment, Efficiency and Development (UMEED) Portal was launched

on 6 June 2025; a six-month window to upload authenticated data concluded on 6 December 2025.
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6.17 lakh Waqf
properties
approved on
portal, says
Ministry

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

The Minority Affairs Minis-
try informed the Lok Sab-
ha on Wednesday that
more than 6.17 lakh Wagf
properties have been suc-
cessfully validated and apr

ved on the UMEED

of the government’s ongo-

ing initiative to digitise and
streamline Waqf property
records.

Responding to an un-
starred question raised by
Trinamool Congress MP
Sajda Ahmed, Union Mi-
nority Affairs Minister Ki-
ren Rifiju stated that
7,9 Nagf properties
had been initiated for
uploaing to the UMEED
portal as ofJuly 17
According to the Minis

approved, while 91,623
properties remain at va-
Tious stages of the upload:

ywise details
of the_registration status
areavailable on the portal

Complete lifecycle
The Minister said the
UMEED  Central Por
@l2025 was a statutory
portal developed under
the provisions of the
UMEED Act, 1995. The
Platform was designed. to
manage the complete life-
cycle of Wagf properties,
including registration, veri-
fication, survey by the Col
lector, mutation, annual
account audits, and related
administrative processes.

‘6.17 lakh Waqf properties approved on portal, says Ministry’ — The Hindu, Page 13 (Prelims)

UMEED PorTAL — KEY FEATURES

Centralised digital platform for registration & regulation of Waqf properties across India.

Records include precise measurements & geolocation data at registration.

Properties unregistered after the deadline are flagged as disputed and referred to the Waqf Tribunal.

Built-in legal-awareness tools clarify beneficiaries’ rights under the amended law.

Properties registered in women’s names cannot be designated as Waqf; women, children & EWS remain eligible

beneficiaries.

StATIC LINKAGE — TYPES OF PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS

Type of Question

Mode of
Answer

Key Note

Starred
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East Asia Summit & Global Maritime Security

WHY IN NEws

At the 21st East Asia Summit (EAS) in Manila, EAM S. Jaishankar said global maritime channels “must remain safe

and unimpeded”, and that attacks on seafarers, civilian shipping or infrastructure cannot be countenanced.

Jaishankar also called for dialogue and diplomacy in the Persian Gulf crisis and a political solution to the Myanmar

conflict, where Ethnic Armed Organisations (EAOs) challenge the junta that seized power in February 2021.

On the South China Sea, India backed a substantive, effective and legally-binding Code of Conduct, fully compliant
with UNCLOS 1982, that does not prejudice the rights of other users.

India reiterated zero tolerance for terrorism; separately, the MEA rebutted Pakistan Deputy PM Ishaq Dar’s remarks

on Kashmir and the Indus Waters Treaty at the ARF, calling it cynical exploitation of a multilateral forum.

Global waterways should be
safe, unimpeded: Jaishankar

Attacks on seafarers, civilian shipping or infrastructure cannot be countenanced, says External
Affairs Minister at East Asia Summit; Ministry hits back at Pakistan Deputy PM's comments

Kallo] Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

articipating in the
P 21 East Asia Sum-
mit (EAS) in Mani-

Ia, External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar said on
Thursday that the global
maritime channels “must
remain safe and unimped
ed”.

At the meeting, Mr.
Jaishankar also called for
dialogue and diplomacy in
dealing with the crisis in
the Persian Gulf region and
a *political solution” to the
civil conlict in Myanmar,
where Ethnic Armed Or-
ganisations (EAOs) have
been challenging the auth-
ority of the military junta
that took power in Febru-
ary 2021,

“Calling for dialogue
and diplomacy to end the
West Asia/Gulf conflict, In-
dia stresses that interna
tional waterways must re-
main safe and unimpeded,
fully in consonance with
international law. Under
1o circumstances can at-
tacks on seafarers, civilian
shipping or infrastructure

e countenanced,” said Mr.
Jaishankar. He described
the evolving condition of
the global order as “uncer-
tain and volatile”,

He said India will be

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar addresses the 21t East Asia
Summitin Manila on Thursday. an

hosting two specific EAS
activities in the current
year — the seventh EAS
conference on maritime
security cooperation in Ko-
chi and an EAS Maritime
Heritage Festival in the an-
cient port city of Lothal

South China Sea

He informed the EAS of the
Indian position on South
China Sea and said that In-
dia supports the “conclu-
sion of a substantive, effec-
tive and legally binding
Code of Conduct (CoC),
fully compliant with UN-
CLOS 1982 that does not
prejudice the legitimate
rights of all users™. Conti-
nuing with the theme, he

called for “ASEAN centrali-
ty, regional stability, and
the realisation of a free,
open and  prosperous
Indo-Pacific”.

Regarding the ongoing
civil conflict in Myanmar,
he expressed India’s sup-
port for ASEAN efforts to
resolving the situation. “In-
dia stands for finding a pol-
itical solution to the Myan-
mar issue” said Mr.
Jaishankar, who also spoke
at the 33¢ ASEAN Regional
Forum (ARF).

He reiterated India’s
policy on “zero tolerance
for terrorism”, and said
there should not “be any
doubt that acts of terro-
rism will have consequenc-

es”. He said that “callective
action against cyberseam
centres” should be priori-
tised. On the Isracl-Pales-
tine crisis, he reiterated In-
dia’s position, and said “a
twosstate solution can lead
to a lasting and durable
peace”.

Indus Waters Treaty
The External Affairs Minis-
try separately responded
to Pakistan Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Mi-
nister Ishaq Dar’s remarks
on Kashmir and the Indus
Waters Treaty at the ARF.

“It is no surprise that a
multilateral forum  has
once again been cynically
exploited by Pakistan to
amplify falsehoods, peddle
state-sponsored  disinfor-
mation, and divert atten-
tion from its own well-doc-
umented  record  of
sponsoring  cross-horder
terrorism,” said the Minis-
try's official spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal.

Mr. Dar, in his remarks,
had said, “... lasting peace
in Souuth Asia lies in the just
resolution of the Jammu
and Kashmir dispute in ac-
cordance with UN Security
Council”.

He further said that
upholding the treaty is a
“cornerstone of regional
peace and stability”

‘Global waterways should be safe, unimpeded: Jaishankar’ — The Hindu, Page 14 (GS 2)

EAS — STtATIC FACTS

Established in 2005 as an ASEAN-led initiative; the only leader-led Indo-Pacific forum bringing together all key partners

on political, security & economic issues.

The idea of an East Asia Grouping was first proposed by Malaysian PM Mahathir Mohamad in 1991; inaugural EAS held

at Kuala Lumpur on 14 Dec 2005 (Australia a founding member). 2025 marked its 20th anniversary.

19 members: 11 ASEAN states + Australia, China, India, Japan, New Zealand, Republic of Korea, Russia & the USA.
Timor-Leste joined after ASEAN accession on 26 Oct 2025.

The ASEAN Chair chairs the EAS. Philippines is 2026 Chair (theme: ‘Navigating Our Future, Together’); Singapore

chairs 2027, Thailand 2028.

In 2024, EAS members held ~53% of world population and ~60% of global GDP.
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Kutki (Picrorhiza kurroa) — Sustainable Cultivation

m ENVIRONMENT PRELIMS

WHY IN NEwWs
In Himachal Pradesh’s Mandi district, a sustainable cultivation model is bringing the prized medicinal herb Kutki

(Picrorhiza kurroea) back from the brink of extinction while boosting the rural mountain economy.

Decades of destructive wild harvesting — uprooting the whole plant — pushed Kutki onto the IUCN Red List. It is
native to alpine & sub-alpine regions (2,700—4,500 m) of the Himalayas.

Researchers at the Himalayan Research Group (HRG) — a DST Core Support Group under the Programme of
Science for Equity Empowerment & Development (SEED) Division — developed an alternative: farmers now harvest

only the plant’s side ‘stolons’, leaving the mother plant intact.

A stolon is a creeping side-branch (stem) with nodes; roots are fibrous with no medicinal content — debunking the

myth that the root is the drug. After drying, only stolons are collected, making the plantation perennial.

Kutki is listed as Endangered on the IUCN Red List and, recognising the threat from international trade, is included in

Appendix IT of CITES — permitting trade only under regulated conditions with export permits.

Himachal farmers pioneer sustainable cultivation of endangered herb

Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

In the higher reaches of
the Himalayas, an agricul-
tural initiative is helping
bring one of the region’s
most prized medicinal
plants back from the brink
of extinction. Decades of
destructive wild harvesting
pushed Picrorhiza kurroa,
known locally as Kutki, a
herb used in medicinal for-
mulations, onto the Inter-
national Union for Conser-
vation of Nature (IUCN)
Red List. Now, a sustaina-
ble cultivation model
adopted by farmers in Hi-
machal Pradesh’s Mandi
district is showing promis-
ing signs of conserving the
species while boosting the
rural mountain economy.
For years, harvesting
Kutki, the high-value medi-
cinal herb native to the al-
pine and sub-alpine re-
gions (2,700-4,500 metres)

of the Himalayas, meant
uprooting the plant entire-
ly. Researchers at the Hi-
malayan Research Group
(HRG), a Department of
Science and Technology
Core Support Group under
the Programme of Science
for Equity Empowerment
and Development Division,
spent more than a decade
developing and demon-
strating an alternative
method. Farmers now har-
vest only the plant’s side
“stolons”, leaving the
mother plant intact to con-
tinue producing for years,
making the practice
sustainable.

From wild to fields

What started as a research
project under the Depart-
ment of Biotechnology’s
Himalayan  Bioresource
Mission in 2022 has grown
into the largest private
land cultivation cluster of
this endangered species,

£

¢ e,
Farmers at work in a Kutki field in Mandi district

now spanning nearly 180
farmers across Mandi.
“Our initiative is aimed
at promoting sustainable
cultivation of this high-va-
lue medicinal plant. This
species was collected from
the natural habitat in a des-
tructive way of uprooting
the plant. There was a
myth that still exists that
the root of this plant is a
drug and sold in the mar-
ket. But technically, it is a

= B A
. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

side branch that creeps on
the soil and possesses
nodes. It is a type of stem
and technically called a
‘stolon’. Roots are fibrous
and possess no medicinal
contents. After drying, on-
ly these stolons are collect-
ed for marketing. HRG
worked extensively to de-
velop sustainable harvest-
ing techniques and demon-
strated successfully in the
field that Kutki plantation

can be a perennial planta-
tion for life,” said Lal
Singh, director, HRG,
which is based in Shimla.

Kutki is currently cate-
gorised as an endangered
species on the IUCN Red
List, with several regional
conservation assessments
identifying it among the
most threatened medicinal
plants in the Himalayan re-
gion. Recognising the
threat posed by interna-
tional trade, it was includ-
ed in Appendix II of the
Convention on Interna-
tional Trade in Endan-
gered Species of Wild Fau-
na and Flora.

This listing permits in-
ternational trade only un-
der regulated conditions
and requires export per-
mits to ensure that trade
does not adversely affect
wild populations.

For 70-year-old Narad
Ram, a horticulturist from
Manjha village in Mandi

district, scientific cultiva-
tion has become a wel-
come source of additional
income.

‘Beneficial method”

“I started planting Kutki in
my farmland about 4-5
years ago. Before that, 1
used to collect it from the
wild for self-consumption.
It is disappearing from the
forests due to multiple rea-
sons. Now, I grow and har-
vest it in my field scientifi-
cally. Earlier, 1 used to
pluck the whole plant, but
now I harvest it with the
‘stolon” method. They
grow further from there.
They keep expanding for-
ward and roots sprout
from them. This method is
beneficial. I have been sell-
ing it through HRG and
earning around 15,000~
16,000 annually by pro-
ducing about 56 kg of
dried herb,” Mr. Ram told
The Hindu.

‘Himachal farmers pioneer sustainable cultivation of endangered herb’ — The Hindu, Page 4 (GS 3)

ST1ATIC LINKAGE — CITES & IUCN

CITES (1975): regulates international trade in endangered species. Appendix I — trade banned (species threatened with
extinction); Appendix IT — trade regulated via permits; Appendix IIT — protection at a member’s request.

IUCN Red List categories: Least Concern — Near Threatened — Vulnerable -~ Endangered - Critically Endangered —
Extinct in Wild — Extinct.

The project began under the Himalayan Bioresource Mission (2022), DBT; HRG is based in Shimla.
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NATO Ankara Summit & Signals for India

IR | DEFENCE PRELIMS

WHY IN NEwWsS

The 32 NATO heads of state/government met at the Ankara Summit (7-8 July 2026), Ttirkiye, to review progress
since the 2025 Hague Summit. The outcomes carry warning signals for India’s defence-procurement strategy.

Four commitments from Ankara: (i) reaffirming ironclad collective defence under Article 5; (ii) endorsing ‘The
Hague defence commitment’ to spend 5% of GDP on defence by 2035 (up from 2%); (iii) unwavering support for
Ukraine; and (iv) building a high-tech, high-capacity, Europe-wide Defence Industrial Base (DIB).

Without revitalising Europe’s defence industry, the 5% pledge only deepens dependence on the US. Half of Europe’s
defence spending (2022-24) came from the US (up from 28% in 2019-21); US Foreign Military Sales notifications to
European buyers quadrupled since 2008 to $76 billion in 2024.

Impact on India: as NATO spends more, the arms bazaar shifts from a buyers’ to a sellers” market. An early sign was
GE Aerospace’s delay in supplying F-404 engines for the Tejas LCA programme.

Way forward: India must accelerate self-reliance in new-age domains — drones, Al, cyber & electronic warfare,
resilient networks — rather than depend on overstretched suppliers with their own wars to fight.

Warning signals for India from NATO’s Ankara summit

he heads of state or government of the 32 Russia accuses the U.S. and European more than 850 Tomahawk cruise missiles at Iran
countries that are politico-military allies democracies of unbridled expansionism, through | during this campaign. At the current production
under the North Atlantic Treaty NATO's progressive incorporation of East and rate of 85 per year, replacing these would take a
Organization (NATO) met in Ankara, Tiirkiye, on Central European countries. These include decade.
July 7-8, 2026 for what is called the Ankara Poland, Romania, the Baltic states, and former Many NATO members have capable defence
Summit. Their stated objective was to review B Soviet republics that Moscow has historically industrial bases, but there is little coordination of
progress made since the 2025 Summit in The Ajai Shukla regarded as lying within its sphere of influence. alliance wide priorities. The resulting strategic
Hague and to set out a roadmap for continuing Formerndian Army | Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 022 was driven in | mismatch has been found during the Ukraine war
delivery on NATO’s key objectives. officer (colonel), who part by the fear that Kyiv was inching towards to cluster in the critical categories of air defence
The gathering in Ankara is being regarded as now nalyses issues joining the Atlantic alliance, a step that would missiles and interceptors, precision guided
one of NATO's more successful summits, despite and events relating have increased NATO’s numbers from just 12 munitions, and artillery rockets. While the U.S.
the abrasive presence of United States President to defence countries at its founding in 1949 to 31 now. The decision to allow Ukraine to produce Patriot air
Donald Trump, who devoted most of his speaking Russian invasion effectively blocked Ukraine, but | defence systems under licence is a strong signal
time to extolling the putative success of U.S. spooked historically neutral Finland and Sweden | of support to Ukraine, more needs to be done.
strategy and talking up the superiority of into abandoning nonalignment and becoming Without a major revitalisation of Europe’s
American weapons systems. NATO’s 31st and 32nd members, defence industry, NATO’ five per cent pledge will
only deepen its dependency on the U.S. Half of
A strategic road map NATO’s transformations Europe’s defence spending between 20222024,
Four substantive commitments came out of NATO, however, sees itself not as expansionist, came from the U.S., up from 28% in 201 21.
Ankara. First, the 32 NATO allies — too often but as merely adapting to Europe’s changing Foreign Military Sales notifications to the U.S.
divided by divergent objectives and capacities — strategic landscape. In 1990-91, with the relatively | Congress for European customers have
agreed on their “ironclad commitment to (their) peaceful ending of the Cold War and the quadrupled since 2008 to $76 billion in 2024.
collective defence under Article 5 of the dissolution of the Warsaw Pact, NATO shifted its
‘Washington Treaty, and to the transatlantic focus to out of area aperations in theatres suchas | Need for self-reliance
bond”; second, the unanimous endorsement of the Balkans. After the 9/11 strikes in 2001 on the For the world's big arms buyers and especially for
“The Hague defence commitment”, in which all World Trade Center towers, NATO made another India, this spike in European demand is bad
NATO members undertook last year to allocate at strategic shift, joining the Global War on Terror. news. As NATO spends more, the international
least five per cent of their respective Gross Now, with Russia and China joining hands in a arms bazaar is shifting inexorably from a buyers
Domestic Products (GDPs) on defence by 2035 — new era of superpower confrontation, NATO is market to a sellers’ market. The first sign of this
an unprecedented hike over the two per cent adapting once again. was the delay by U.S. firm General Electric
spending pledge that existed earlier. Third, NATO 1t was evident from the discussions at the Aerospace in supplying India with F-404 fighter
dedlared its “unwavering support for Ukraine in Ankara Summit that Europe has prioritised the jetengines, which are critically needed for the
defending its freedom, sovereignty and territorial revitalisation of its DIB. The European defence Indian Air Force’s Tejas light combat aircraft
integrity”, and fourth, the alliance partners industry was struggling to scale up production programme.
vowed to build a high technology, high capacity, Europe’s even before the five per cent defence spending Looking ahead, as India’s defence increasingly
Europewide defence industrial base (DIB) — the defence revival pledge at The Hague. European defence industry | relies on new-age defence technologies and
term for the network of firms, factories, and giants, MBDA and Rheinmetall, have warned of weaponry, such as drones, artificial intelligence,
laboratories and skilled workers needed tobuild | commitments shortages in ammunition production. cyber and electronic warfare and resilient
and sustain a country’s military power. i | Operation Epic Fury, the U.S.-Israel bombing networks, it will become critical for its defence
The focus in Ankara was overwhelmingly on may Create NeW - cumpaion against Iran, illustrates the inevitability | industry to achieve selfreliance in these
implementation — turning political commitments | Challenges of weapons and ammunition shortages when technology realms, rather than relying on
into military capability through investment, for India’s Asian allies’ demands for U.S. weaponry compete | overstretched suppliers who have their own
industrial capacity and innovation. defence needs with ongoing European needs. The U.S. has fired battles to fight.

‘Warning signals for India from NATO’s Ankara summit’— The Hindu, Page 8 (GS 2)
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NATO — SrtATIC FACTS NATO+ & WARsAw PacT

Political-military alliance formed 1949 by 12 Euro- NATO Plus = NATO + 5 (Australia, New Zealand,
Atlantic countries after WWIIL. HQ: Brussels; Allied Japan, Israel, South Korea) for global defence
Command Operations HQ near Mons, Belgium. cooperation.

Article 5 enshrines collective defence — an attack on Warsaw Pact (1955): USSR-led collective-defence
one is an attack on all. treaty with 7 states to counter NATO; abolished 1991.

Finland (2023) and Sweden (2024) joined, taking All 7 are now NATO members.

NATO to 32 members by 2026. Founding 12: Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France,
EU members NOT in NATO: Austria, Cyprus, Iceland, Ttaly, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway,

Ireland, Malta. Ll LS Uik

Index of Core Industries — New 2022-23 Series

WHY IN NEws

The Index of Core Industries (ICI) has been updated to a new base year 2022-23, expanding from eight to nine

sectors with the inclusion of Iron Ore — making it more representative of the economy.

Released by the Office of Economic Adviser (OEA), DPIIT, Ministry of Commerce & Industry. The 2022-23 series

replaces the 2011-12 series and applies retrospectively from April 2023, with a back-series for historical comparison.

Ninth sector added: Iron Ore, recognising its extensive use in steel manufacturing. The ICI now covers Coal, Crude

Oil, Natural Gas, Refinery Products, Fertilizers, Steel, Cement, Electricity & Iron Ore.

Methodology fixes: Steel now uses Gross Production data (aligned with revised IIP); to remove double-counting only
Raw Coal is retained (Coal Middling & Washed Coal excluded); weights re-derived from IIP (base 2022-23),
normalised to 100.

June 2026 performance: a five-month-high growth of 5%, suggesting industry is shrugging off the West Asia slump —
though iron ore (+43.9%) and electricity (+9.8%) partly reflect a low base effect. Crude oil & natural gas kept
contracting.
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Core upgrade
The updated Index of Core Industries
rounds out economic data upgrades
T he Index of Core Industries (ICI) has final-

ly joined the country’s other economic

metrics in becoming up-to-date and re-
presentative of the economy. The other metrics
such as the national accounts, Consumer Price
Index (CPI), Wholesale Price Index (WPI), and
the Index of Industrial Production (IIP) were up-
dated earlier this year, although even those were
after considerable delays. The ICI has now joined
their ranks with the June data being based on a
new series with an updated base year, an addi-
tional sector being covered, and revised weights
and methodologies. This is a welcome upgrade.
The performance of these core industries is a vi-
tal barometer of the state of the economy. In the
new series, the previous eight sectors have be-
come nine, with the vital inclusion of the iron ore
sector. Improvements have also been made to
how the steel and coal sectors are measured in
order to remove the previous double-counting
that was taking place. The addition of a sector
would naturally change the distribution of
weights of the sectors in the index, but the final
weights also reflect a broader shift in economic
activity. The coal and natural gas sectors have
seen their weights nearly halve to about 5.6% and
3.8%, respectively. On the other hand, the elec-
tricity sector now makes up more than 30% of
the index from less than 20% in the previous se-

tricity sector now makes up more than 30% of
the index from less than 20% in the previous se-
ries. All of this perhaps reflects the rising share of
renewables in electricity generation, even as de-
mand for electricity itself surges.

The performance of the index in June 2026,
with a five-month-high growth of 5%, would sug-
gest that Indian industry is shrugging off the
slump induced by the West Asia crisis. However,
two of the strong growth numbers — iron ore by
43.9% and electricity by 9.8% — were due to a sta-
tistical base effect since both sectors had con-
tracted in June last year. It remains to be seen
whether the numbers will remain this positive
once that base effect wears off in the months
ahead. The new series highlights some of the sys-
temic issues that the old series did, such as the
persistent contraction of the crude oil and natu-
ral gas sectors. They have contracted continuous-
ly for 18 and 24 months, respectively. If India
does not have these resources, that is one thing.
But if it has them and still is not able to extract
them economically, then that is a serious short-
coming. The update of the ICI and the recent up-
grade of the WPI would have been a good time for
a broader statistical reorganisation. With the Mi-
nistry of Statistics and Programme Implementa-
tion handling the CPI and the IIP, it only makes
sense for the WPI and ICI to move to it from their
current home in the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry. That change can still be made.

‘Core upgrade’ editorial — The Hindu, Page 8 (GS 3)

INpEX oF CorE INDUsTRIES — WEIGHTS (BAse YEAR 2022-23)

Sector Weight (%)
1 Coal 5.596
2 Natural Gas 3.841
3 Crude Oil 7.430
4 Refinery Products 22.572
5 Fertilizers (lowest) 2.731
6 Steel 17.584
7 Cement 4.410
8 Electricity (highest) 30.932
9 Iron Ore (newly added) 4.905
Overall Index 100.000
The rising weight of electricity (from <20% earlier) reflects the growing share of renewables and surging power demand.
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Escalation Trap — Houthi Blockade & Chokepoints

m IR | GEOGRAPHY PRELIMS

WHY IN NEws

The decision by Yemen’s Ansar Allah (Houthis) to blockade Saudi Arabia signals that the war on Iran has entered its

most dangerous phase — with major implications for global energy chokepoints.

The Houthis — a close Iranian ally controlling most of Yemen’s population centres including Sana’a — had earlier held

a fragile ceasefire with Saudi Arabia; on 20 July they announced a blockade on ships using Saudi ports on the Red Sea.

With crude exports through the Strait of Hormuz constrained by Iran’s blockade, Saudi Arabia leaned on Red Sea ports,

especially Yanbu. Tankers from Yanbu to Asia must pass the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait (linking the Red Sea to the Gulf of
Aden & Arabian Sea).

The Houthis overlook much of Yemen’s Red Sea coastline and can enforce a blockade of the Bab-el-Mandeb

chokepoint, deepening the war’s economic pain across the Persian Gulf and beyond (Jordan, Kuwait).

Editorial view: repeating the same military tactics while expecting different results risks another unwinnable war; the

argued way out is an immediate ceasefire and return to diplomacy.

Escalation trap

Donald Trump should change course if
he wants to end the war with Iran
he decision by Yemen's Ansar Allah, bet-
T ter known as the Houths, to mpose
blockade on Saudi Arabia signals that the
war on Iran has entered its most dangerous
phase. The Houthis, a close Iranian ally, had
avoided direct involvement due to a fragile but
functional ceasefire with Saudi Arabia, despite
their controlling most of Yemen's population
centres, including capital Sana’a. That ceasefire
effectively fell apart on July 13 when an airport in
Sanaa was attacked by forces of “Yemen’s inter-
nationally recognised government”. Based in
Saudi Arabia, this government maintains loyal
forces inside Yemen, though the Houthis remain
the country’s most powerful and influential polit-
ical and military force. Blaming Riyadh for the at-
tack, the Houthis announced on July 20 a block-
ade on ships using Saudi ports on the Red Sea.
Saudi Arabia, whose crude and other exports
through the Strait of Hormuz have been severely
constrained by Iran's blockade, has increased its
reliance on Red Sea ports, especially Yanbu.
‘Tankers from Yanbu to Asian markets must pass
through the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait, which links
the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden and the Arabian
Sea. The Houthis control much of Yemen's Red
Sea coastline overlooking the Bab el-Mandeb and
can enforce a blockade of the chokepoint.
When Iran closed the Strait of Hormuz after

‘When Iran closed the Strait of Hormuz after
the U.S.-Israel war began on February 28, all Per-
sian Gulf states struggled to sustain their exports.
Saudi Arabia, however, cushioned the impact by
using its East-West Pipeline, which links its east-
ern oilfields to the Red Sea export terminals. If
the Houthis enforce a total blockade on the king-
dom, Riyadh could face far deeper economic dis-
ruption. This, coupled with Iran’s attacks on Ku-
wait's desalination plants and power grid — after
U.S. strikes on Iranian civilian infrastructure —
paints a grim picture of the war and its regional
consequences. If the first phase of Iran’s counter-
attack targeted the Persian Gulf monarchies, the
second has expanded to include Jordan, which
hosts two major U.S. military bases. Now, with
the Houthi blockade, the war’s economic pain is
set to deepen further. U.S. President Donald
Trump had an opportunity to extricate himself
from the conflict when he signed a memoran-
dum of understanding with Iran on June 17. But
by returning to war over disputes surrounding
control of the Strait of Hormuz, Mr. Trump has
not only squandered the opportunity but has al-
so raised the risk of dragging the U.S. into yet
another forever, unwinnable war. At this point,
he is pursuing the same military tactics against
Iran repeatedly, expecting different results. If Mr.
Trump wants a way out, he should change
course, push for an immediate ceasefire and re-
turn to diplomacy.

‘Escalation trap’ editorial — The Hindu, Page 8 (GS 2)

STATIC LINKAGE — KEY CHOKEPOINTS
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West Asia chokepoints — Hormuz, Bab-el-Mandeb, Suez &

SUMED

Strait of Hormuz: between Iran & Oman (Musandam); connects Persian Gulf to Gulf of Oman — world’s most critical oil

chokepoint.

Bab-el-Mandeb: between Yemen and Djibouti/Eritrea; links Red Sea to Gulf of Aden — gateway to the Suez route.

Suez Canal & SUMED Pipeline (Egypt): connect the Red Sea to the Mediterranean, bypassing the Cape of Good Hope.

Bordering the Red Sea: Egypt, Sudan, Eritrea, Djibouti, Saudi Arabia, Yemen (and Israel/Jordan via Gulf of Agaba).

ANSWER WRITING PRACTICE

Mains Practice Questions
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Q1 m 10 Marks - 150 Words

“Scholarship-plus-hostel umbrella schemes such as PM-YASASVI address both financial and geographical
barriers to education.” Examine how such convergence models advance social justice for backward classes.

“PM-YASASVI St ®gii-Tg-sErard rsier aterng fien & A< ofik wimfcies giHT srearet ol deifaa
Yl 81" THiE HIfSg

Approach: Define the umbrella structure — five sub-schemes — how income cap + non-creamy-layer target the neediest —
hostels solve geography — 5% PwD reservation — note gaps (test dependence, awareness) and conclude on equity.

Q2 m 10 Marks - 150 Words

Digital public infrastructure is transforming the governance of religious endowments in India. Analyse the
objectives and challenges of the UMEED Central Portal for Waqf property management.

wRd H f3fSicer ardsifAes srawiza, enfifer =l & - ot 96t @l g1 Ik dufa Usied g UMEED uiéa
o et SR AT a1 fasciwor S|

Approach: Objectives: single lifecycle record, geolocation, transparency, dispute resolution via Tribunal — data (6.17 lakh
validated) — challenges: rejections, digital literacy, federal data quality, contested provisions — balanced conclusion.

Q3 m 15 Marks - 250 Words

“As NATO’s defence spending surges, the global arms market is shifting from a buyers’ to a sellers’
market.” Discuss the implications of this shift for India’s quest for defence self-reliance.

“STE-S1 NATO T 81T 2 F6dT g, dfAh §IAUR JTSTR thaTall O facharail hl 3R AR & &1 g1” YRd
T & STAAHRAT & g sTeh [Afgaraf &t ==t HifsT|

Approach: Context: Ankara 5% pledge & DIB — demand crowding-out, longer delivery timelines (F-404/Tejas) — pricing &
leverage risks — opportunity for indigenisation: iDEX, drones, Al, cyber, DPSU-private synergy — conclude on strategic

autonomy.

PrReELIMS 2027 - FAcT REVISION

Prelims Practice — 10 MCQs

Consider the following about the PM-YASASVI scheme:

1. It is implemented by the Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment.
2. It is open to OBC, EBC and Denotified/Nomadic/Semi-Nomadic Tribes.
3. The YASASVI Entrance Test is conducted by the UGC.

(2) 1 and 3 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only (d)1,2and 3
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()2. The UMEED Central Portal-2025 is associated with the management of:
(@) Tribal forest-rights records (b) Waqf properties

(c) Minority scholarship disbursal (d) Agricultural land titles

(3. With reference to Parliamentary Questions, which pair is correctly matched?
(a) Starred Question — written reply, white paper (b) Unstarred Question — oral reply, green paper

(c) Short-Notice Question — oral reply, light-pink paper (d) Private Member Question — asterisk-marked

Q4. Consider the following about the East Asia Summit (EAS):

1. It was established in 2005 as an ASEAN-led initiative.
2. Timor-Leste became a member in 2025.

3. The ASEAN Chair also chairs the EAS.
(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1,2 and 3

5. Picrorhiza kurroa (Kutki), in news recently, is best described as a:
(a) Marine algae used in cosmetics (b) High-altitude Himalayan medicinal herb

(c) Genetically modified food crop (d) Freshwater invasive weed

()6. The medicinal herb Kutki is listed under which appendix of CITES?
(a) Appendix I (b) Appendix IT

(c) Appendix III (d) Not listed under CITES

Q7. ‘The Hague defence commitment’, reaffirmed at the 2026 NATO Ankara Summit, refers to members’
pledge to spend, by 2035, at least:

(a) 2% of GDP on defence (b) 3.5% of GDP on defence

(c) 5% of GDP on defence (d) 10% of GDP on defence

()8. Consider the following about NATO:

1. Its headquarters is located in Brussels, Belgium.
2. Finland and Sweden joined NATO in 2023 and 2024 respectively.

3. Ireland and Austria are members of NATO.
(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1,2 and 3
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In the revised Index of Core Industries (base 2022-23), which sector was newly added and which carries
the highest weight, respectively?

(a) Cement; Steel (b) Iron Ore; Electricity

(c) Natural Gas; Refinery Products (d) Iron Ore; Steel

The Bab-el-Mandeb Strait connects the Red Sea to the:
(a) Persian Gulf (b) Mediterranean Sea

(c) Gulf of Aden (d) Caspian Sea

ANSWER KEY & EXPLANATIONS

Q1 (c): Statements 1 & 2 correct; the YASASVI Entrance Test is conducted by the NTA, not UGC.

Q2 (b): UMEED = Unified Waqf Management, Empowerment, Efficiency & Development — a statutory portal for Waqf properties.

Q3 (c): Short-Notice = oral, light-pink paper. Starred = oral/green/asterisk; Unstarred = written/white.

Q4 (d): All three are correct — EAS (2005, ASEAN-led), Timor-Leste joined 2025, ASEAN Chair chairs EAS.

Q5 (b): Kutki is a high-value alpine/sub-alpine Himalayan medicinal herb (2,700—4,500 m).

Q6 (b): It is included in CITES Appendix IT — trade permitted only under regulated conditions with export permits.
Q7 (c): The Hague commitment targets 5% of GDP on defence by 2035, up from the earlier 2% pledge.

Q8 (a): Statements 1 & 2 correct. Ireland and Austria are EU members but not in NATO.

Q9 (b): Iron Ore was newly added (9th sector); Electricity has the highest weight (30.93%).

Q10 (c): Bab-el-Mandeb links the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden (and onward to the Arabian Sea).
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