
V E D A N T A  C O A C H I N G  A C A D E M Y  &  L I B R A R Y

THE HINDU
Current Affairs Analysis

Daily Editorial & News Digest for UPSC / State PSC

12 August 2026

Compiled by Sapna Chauhan
7  T O P I C S  ·  2  M A I N S  ·  1 0  P R E L I M S  M C Q S



I N S I D E  T H I S  E D I T I O N

Contents

1
Rural Skilling — DDU-GKY Placement Gap

Governance & welfare-scheme delivery
GS II

2
NASA Invites ISRO to Lunar Outpost (Artemis)

Space cooperation & S&T
GS III

3
Centre Relaxes Ganga Floodplain Construction

Environment & river regulation
GS III

4
Enhanced Relief & Counselling for SC/ST Victims

Vulnerable sections & NCST
GS II

5
The Mecca Pact & Strategic Hedging

West Asia & India’s interests
GS II

6
Tribunals Reforms Bill, 2026 (NTC)

Judiciary & statutory bodies
GS II

7
Israel’s Rejection of the Gaza Peace Plan

West Asia & global institutions
GS II

★ HOW TO USE THIS BOOKLET

V E D A N TA ·  T H E  H I N D U  A N A LY S I S Index

Each topic opens with a “Why in News” box, the original Hindu clipping, crisp key-highlight notes, a gold ★ static/fact
box and a Syllabus Linkage strip.

▸

Attempt the 2 Mains questions before revising; then test recall with the 10 Prelims MCQs and the answer key.▸
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The Hindu, 12 August 2026 — Women account
for 9.65 lakh of those trained and 6.03 lakh of

those placed in jobs (nearly 50%).

01 Candidates Trained Under Rural Skilling Programme Not
Getting Jobs, Says Panel

GS PAPER II Governance Welfare Schemes Page 12

W H Y I N  N E W S

A Parliamentary Standing Committee on Rural Development (headed by Congress MP Saptagiri Ulaka) flagged a
wide gap between training and employment under DDU-GKY, urging stronger placement tracking, post-placement
support and district-level placement cells.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

★ ABOUT DDU-GKY — STATIC LINKAGE

S Y L L A B U S
L I N K A G E

GS-II: Government policies & interventions for development in various sectors; issues in design and
implementation of welfare schemes; mechanisms for skilling and employment of vulnerable rural youth.

V E D A N TA ·  T H E  H I N D U  A N A LY S I S Topic 1 of 7

The panel expressed concern over the gap between training and employment
outcomes under the Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana
(DDU-GKY), recommending stronger placement tracking, enhanced post-
placement support, and creation of district-level placement cells to improve
long-term livelihood outcomes.

As of March 2026, 18.38 lakh rural youth have been trained under DDU-GKY,
with 11.94 lakh placed in jobs, including 576 foreign placements.

The scheme covers 37 sectors and 816 trades. Women account for 9.65 lakh
trained and 6.03 lakh placed (nearly 50%).

The committee directed the government to ensure near “100% placement
tracking” with mandatory industry linkages, localised placement drives,
regular post-training follow-ups, mentorship and credit facilitation.

It said performance of Project Implementing Agencies (PIAs) should be
judged not on initial placements but on sustained employment and retention;
inadequate wages and weak support drive high dropout and distress migration.

Announced by the Ministry of Rural Development on Antyodaya Diwas, 25 September 2014; a part of the National Rural
Livelihood Mission (NRLM).

▸

Targets rural youth aged 15–35 years from poor families; upper age limit for women is 45 years.▸

Mandates that one-third of candidates trained be women.▸

Supports flagship missions — Make in India, Digital India, Smart Cities, Start-Up & Stand-Up India.▸

Over 180 million (69%) of India’s youth (18–34) live in rural areas; ~55 million are bottom-of-pyramid with marginal
employment.

▸
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The Hindu, 12 August 2026 — The invitation
builds on India–U.S. cooperation under the

Artemis Accords.

02 NASA Invites ISRO to Join Its Mission for a Lunar Outpost
GS PAPER III Science & Tech Space Page 12

W H Y I N  N E W S

At the 9th India–U.S. Civil Space Joint Working Group (CSJWG) in Bengaluru, NASA formally invited ISRO to
join its Moon Base programme, building on the Artemis Accords partnership.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

★ ARTEMIS & INDIA’S SPACE PUSH — STATIC LINKAGE

S Y L L A B U S
L I N K A G E

GS-III: Awareness in the field of space; indigenisation of technology and developing new technology;
achievements of Indians in science & technology; international S&T collaborations.

V E D A N TA ·  T H E  H I N D U  A N A LY S I S Topic 2 of 7

NASA has invited ISRO to join its Moon Base programme; the formal
invitation was extended at the ninth India–U.S. Civil Space Joint Working
Group (CSJWG) held in Bengaluru.

The programme aims to establish humanity’s first outpost on another celestial
body near the lunar South Pole, building on the two countries’ partnership
under the Artemis Accords.

The meeting advanced cooperation under the U.S.–India TRUST Initiative
(Transforming the Relationship Utilizing Strategic Technology), in line with the
February 2025 Joint Leaders’ Statement of PM Modi and President Trump.

Both sides discussed expanding cooperation after the successful launch of the
joint NASA–ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar (NISAR) mission, and
pursuing future science and human-spaceflight collaborations.

They reaffirmed commitment to UN COPUOS guidelines on the long-term
sustainability of outer-space activities and reviewed efforts to keep the
Committee effective.

India joined the Artemis Accords in 2023 as the 27th signatory; a total of 70 countries are now part of the Accords.▸

NASA’s Artemis programme aims to return humans to the Moon: uncrewed flight (Nov 2022), a crewed lunar fly-by (this
April), with the first human landing since Apollo scheduled by 2028.

▸

ISRO pursues its own human spaceflight programme Gaganyaan, and plans a human landing on the Moon by 2040.▸

NISAR is a joint NASA–ISRO L- and S-band radar earth-observation satellite.▸
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The Hindu, 12 August 2026 — The new order
replaces the total ban on floodplain

construction with a regulated, approval-based
system.

03 Centre Relaxes Construction Hurdles in the Ganga
Floodplain

GS PAPER III Environment Rivers Page 12

W H Y I N  N E W S

An August 10 gazette order by the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) amends the 2016 Ganga Authorities
Order — removing the blanket ‘no-construction’ clause and redefining the floodplain by flood frequency, allowing
regulated building in moderate/rare-flood zones.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

★ CLEAN GANGA FRAMEWORK — STATIC LINKAGE

S Y L L A B U S
L I N K A G E

GS-III: Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation; river rejuvenation; environmental regulation and
the balance between development and ecological protection.

V E D A N TA ·  T H E  H I N D U  A N A LY S I S Topic 3 of 7

The Union government eased restrictions on construction along the Ganga
floodplain, revising the definition of a “floodplain” and deleting a clause in the
River Ganga (Rejuvenation, Protection and Management) Authorities
Order, 2016 that expressly prohibited construction.

Done via an August 10 gazette order from NMCG (under the Jal Shakti
Ministry). Officials said it corrects an inconsistency in the law rather than
diluting standards.

The order replaces the total ban with a regulated, approval-based system;
strict prohibitions are now confined to the “active floodplain”, with minor
exceptions for temporary set-ups like religious events.

The 2016 order had declared the bank and floodplain a “construction-free
zone” to reduce pollution and protect groundwater recharge — a clause
routinely cited before the National Green Tribunal against riverfront roads,
embankments and sewage works.

The amendment makes two changes: it removes the ‘no-construction’ clause and adopts a stratified, flood-frequency
definition of floodplain.

Active floodplain — along the channel, submerges at least once every 5 years.

Regulatory zone — middle belt, moderate flooding every 5–25 years.

Warning zone — periphery, floods only in severe 25–100-year events.

Beyond the five-year flood line, construction in the ‘regulatory’ and ‘warning’ zones is now permissible subject to official
clearances.

NMCG is the implementation wing of the National Ganga Council, registered as a society; it operates the Namami Gange
programme.

▸

The 2016 order earlier defined floodplain by the once-in-a-hundred-years flood line and greatest-flow area of the river and its
tributaries.

▸

Disputes over floodplain construction are frequently litigated before the National Green Tribunal (NGT).▸
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The Hindu, 12 August 2026 — Recommended:
special relief cells, inflation-indexed
compensation, fast-tracked FIRs and

counselling.

04 Panel Seeks Enhanced Relief, Counselling for SC/ST Victims
GS PAPER II Polity Vulnerable Sections Page 10

W H Y I N  N E W S

An internal Centre task force (headed by the Secretary, Social Justice & Empowerment) recommended amending
the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Rules — raising inflation-indexed relief, introducing counselling, and setting
up relief-and-rehabilitation cells.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

★ NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR SCHEDULED TRIBES (NCST)

S Y L L A B U S
L I N K A G E

GS-II: Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of vulnerable
sections; welfare schemes and their performance; statutory and constitutional bodies.

V E D A N TA ·  T H E  H I N D U  A N A LY S I S Topic 4 of 7

The task force recommended raising the relief and rehabilitation amounts
governments must pay atrocity victims to adjust for inflation, plus counselling
for victims, dependants and the accused.

The National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) separately
suggested amending the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 — mainly
to protect the livelihoods of ST communities alienated from their land and
stuck in prolonged litigation, and to check registration of “counter-FIRs”
against those reporting atrocities.

In a report submitted on July 31, the task force drafted amendments to the
Rules (last amended in 2018 after protests against a Supreme Court ruling on
prior permission for arrests and anticipatory bail).

Recommendations include special relief and rehabilitation cells in States and
UTs, and requiring FIRs and chargesheets to be sent to concerned officials
within 24 hours.

Currently relief ranges from ₹85,000 to ₹8.25 lakh (set in 2016), depending on the seriousness of the crime and harm
suffered.

A constitutional body set up in 2004 via the 89th Constitutional Amendment Act, 2003, inserting Article 338A and
splitting the old joint commission into NCSC and NCST.

▸

Composition: a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and 3 members appointed by the President; at least one member must be a
woman; term of 3 years.

▸

Chairperson ranks as Union Cabinet Minister, Vice-Chairperson as Minister of State; members not eligible for more than
two terms.

▸

Oversees safeguards for STs and reports to the President annually.▸
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05 The Mecca Pact and the Rise of Strategic Hedging
GS PAPER II International Relations West Asia Page 6

W H Y I N  N E W S

A mutual-defence agreement signed by Saudi Arabia, Türkiye and Pakistan in Mecca on August 7 could mark a
turning point in West Asian geopolitics — a move by regional powers to supplement, not replace, external security
guarantees.

The Hindu, 12 August 2026 — The pact could end decades of externally guaranteed West Asian security arrangements.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

★ ANALYSIS — WHY IT MATTERS FOR INDIA

S Y L L A B U S
L I N K A G E

GS-II: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s interests;
effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests.

V E D A N TA ·  T H E  H I N D U  A N A LY S I S Topic 5 of 7

The agreement signed in Mecca on August 7 provides that an attack upon one member will be treated as an attack upon
all three — signalling a determination among regional powers to supplement external security guarantees with their
own arrangements.

Complementary strengths: Saudi financial power, Türkiye’s conventional military and defence industry, and Pakistan’s
professional army and nuclear capability. Though Pakistan has not formally extended a nuclear umbrella, adversaries
must now factor it in.

For Saudi Arabia the pact is strategic insurance after the 2019 attacks on its oil installations and the current confrontation
with Iran exposed the risk of depending on a single external guarantor.

Through India’s eyes: New Delhi should not read it as automatically anti-Indian — Riyadh has strong incentives to
keep good ties with India; but India should seek explicit reassurance that the pact has no application to an India–Pakistan
confrontation.

The author calls it strategic hedging rather than an anti-American realignment — Saudi Arabia still depends on U.S.
arms, Türkiye stays in NATO, and Pakistan avoids friction with Washington.

For most of the modern era West Asian security was guaranteed by outside powers; the pact raises the prospect of a more
autonomous, regionally-built security architecture.

▸

When several major states hedge simultaneously, their cumulative actions can transform the regional order.▸

India has enormous economic, energy and strategic stakes in West Asia and cannot be a spectator — but should react
without undue alarm.

▸
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06 Tribunals Reforms Bill, 2026 — In the Way of Full
Autonomy

GS PAPER II Polity Judiciary Page 6

W H Y I N  N E W S

The Lok Sabha (Aug 10) and Rajya Sabha (Aug 11) passed the Tribunals Reforms Bill, 2026, creating a National
Tribunals Commission (NTC) to select and oversee tribunal members — but critics say it still leaves the NTC short
of institutional independence.

The Hindu, 12 August 2026 — The Bill sets up a National Tribunals Commission to select and oversee tribunal members.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

★ BACKGROUND — STATIC LINKAGE

S Y L L A B U S
L I N K A G E

GS-II: Structure, organisation and functioning of the judiciary; separation of powers; statutory bodies;
parliamentary legislation and its constitutional scrutiny.

V E D A N TA ·  T H E  H I N D U  A N A LY S I S Topic 6 of 7

The Bill sets up a National Tribunals Commission (NTC) to select chairpersons and members of tribunals — CAT,
Armed Forces Tribunal, NGT, ITAT and the National Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission, among others.

It replaces the Tribunals Reforms Act, 2021 (parts struck down by the SC). The Court had recommended an independent
NTC in Rojer Mathew (2019) and struck down re-enacted provisions in Madras Bar Association (2025).

NTC functions: conduct selections, review tribunal performance, oversee complaint inquiries against members, and
maintain a National Tribunals Data Grid.

Composition: a chairperson (former SC judge/HC CJ), two judicial members and two technical members (25+ yrs in
administration, finance, law, accountancy, banking, management or technology). Members serve 5 years or until 70;
chairperson and judicial members chosen after consulting the CJI.

Critics: Section 14 leaves qualifications, selection, salaries and service conditions to future executive rules — against Rojer
Mathew’s view that defining who exercises judicial power is an essential legislative function.

Under Section 16 a Ministry first screens complaints before the NTC; the Centre still appoints members and controls the NTC’s
finances and administration — a continuing failure of insulation from the executive.

Tribunals derive constitutional backing from Articles 323A and 323B.▸

Rationalisation of tribunals began in 2015; the Bill’s Statement of Objects (Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal) cites the need
to replace the struck-down 2021 Act.

▸

The NTC will have a secretariat headed by a secretary to the central government.▸
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07 No Path to Peace — Israel’s Rejection of the Gaza Plan
GS PAPER II International Relations West Asia Page 6

W H Y I N  N E W S

Nearly a year after a U.S.-brokered ceasefire, Israeli PM Netanyahu rejected a 15-point Trump-led ‘Board of Peace’
road map, ruling out withdrawal until Hamas fully disarms — signalling intent to subjugate Gaza.

The Hindu, 12 August 2026 — Israel holds about 65% of the Strip; much of the two-million population lives in tent camps amid rubble.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

★ CONTEXT — INSTITUTIONS IN FOCUS

S Y L L A B U S
L I N K A G E

GS-II: Important international institutions, agencies and fora; effect of conflicts in India’s extended
neighbourhood; India’s interests in West Asia — energy, diaspora and trade.

V E D A N TA ·  T H E  H I N D U  A N A LY S I S Topic 7 of 7

Since the ceasefire, Israeli strikes have killed nearly 1,300 Palestinians; its forces hold about 65% of the Strip, where
much of the two-million population lives in tent camps amid rubble, with schools and hospitals shut and reconstruction
blocked.

When Hamas agreed to decommission and store heavy weapons in phases (with U.S.-backed Palestinian technocrats and a
gradual Israeli withdrawal, under a 15-point road map by the Trump-led “Board of Peace”), Netanyahu refused, ruling
out withdrawal until Hamas gives up all weapons.

Israel faces genocide proceedings at the ICJ; the ICC has issued an arrest warrant for Netanyahu, who also faces a
domestic corruption trial. Concessions could threaten his right-wing coalition ahead of October elections.

The war on Iran launched by Trump and Israel on February 28 triggered a fuel crisis; with the Strait of Hormuz barely
functioning, rising U.S. petrol and fertilizer costs push Trump toward a face-saving West Asia breakthrough.

The ‘New Gaza’ vision — free-trade zone, privatised infrastructure, no Palestinian representation — reads as
profiteering; yet the battered people of Gaza would welcome the 15-point plan. For Hamas, disarmament is imperative but
must be matched by Israeli withdrawal.

ICJ (principal judicial organ of the UN, The Hague) hears the genocide case; the ICC (a treaty-based court under the Rome
Statute) issued the arrest warrant.

▸

The Strait of Hormuz is a critical chokepoint for global oil and LNG shipments.▸

Editorial view: Washington should weigh whether its role as Israel’s principal arms supplier can be used as leverage to compel
a genuine withdrawal.

▸
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A N S W E R  W R I T I N G  P R A C T I C E

Mains Questions

1 15 Marks · 250 Words GS Paper III

Skilling programmes such as DDU-GKY have expanded training numbers but struggle to convert
them into sustained employment. Critically examine the gap between skill-training and employment
outcomes for rural youth, and suggest measures to strengthen placement and retention.

2 15 Marks · 250 Words GS Paper II

“The Mecca Pact among Saudi Arabia, Türkiye and Pakistan reflects a shift from externally
guaranteed security to regional strategic hedging in West Asia.” In this light, analyse the
implications for India’s strategic and energy interests and the calibrated response India should adopt.

MODEL ANSWER STRUCTURE

★ Q1 — SKILLING & EMPLOYMENT ★ Q2 — MECCA PACT & INDIA

★ KEYWORDS & DATA BANK — QUOTE THESE FOR MARKS

V E D A N TA ·  T H E  H I N D U  A N A LY S I S Mains Practice

Intro: DDU-GKY’s scale — 18.38 lakh trained, 11.94
lakh placed (as of Mar 2026).

▸

Gap: low wages, weak retention, distress migration, high
dropouts; placement ≠ sustained livelihood.

▸

Fixes: 100% placement tracking, industry linkages,
district placement cells, PIA accountability on retention.

▸

Conclusion: align skilling with NRLM & local labour
demand for durable rural livelihoods.

▸

Intro: Aug 7 mutual-defence pact — Saudi finance,
Türkiye military, Pakistan nuclear factor.

▸

Frame: strategic hedging, not anti-American
realignment; regional security autonomy.

▸

India: not automatically anti-Indian; seek assurance it
excludes India–Pakistan theatre.

▸

Conclusion: engage Gulf via energy, diaspora,
I2U2/IMEC; act without undue alarm.

▸

Q1 data: 18.38 lakh trained · 11.94 lakh placed · 576 foreign placements · 37 sectors / 816 trades · ~50% women (9.65 lakh
trained, 6.03 lakh placed) · one-third women mandate.

▸

Q1 keywords: distress migration · retention monitoring · district placement cells · PIA accountability · NRLM · Skill India.▸

Q2 data: pact signed 7 Aug 2026 · 2019 Saudi oil-installation attacks · Strait of Hormuz chokepoint · ~9 million Indian
diaspora in the Gulf.

▸

Q2 keywords: strategic hedging · collective defence · nuclear deterrence factor · strategic autonomy · I2U2 / IMEC · energy
security.

▸
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T E S T  Y O U R  R E C A L L

Prelims MCQs

Q1. With reference to the Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY), consider the following
statements:

1. It is implemented under the National Rural Livelihood Mission.

2. It targets rural youth in the 15–35 age group, with the upper age limit for women being 45 years.

3. It mandates that at least half of all candidates trained be women.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Q2. The Artemis Accords, sometimes seen in the news, are related to:

(a) A framework for cooperative civil exploration of the Moon
and outer space

(b) A defence pact among West Asian nations

(c) A river-basin management treaty (d) A trade bloc for critical minerals

Q3. With reference to the NISAR mission, consider the following statements:

1. It is a joint NASA–ISRO synthetic aperture radar mission.

2. It is an Earth-observation satellite using dual-frequency radar.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

Q4. The August 2026 amendment to the Ganga Authorities Order redefines the floodplain into zones. Match the
zone with its flood frequency:

1. Active floodplain — submerges at least once every 5 years

2. Regulatory zone — moderate flooding every 5–25 years

3. Warning zone — severe 25–100-year events

Which of the pairings given above are correctly matched?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Q5. The body that issued the August 10 gazette order easing Ganga floodplain construction is the:

(a) National Green Tribunal (b) National Mission for Clean Ganga

(c) Central Water Commission (d) National Ganga Council secretariat, MoEFCC

V E D A N TA ·  T H E  H I N D U  A N A LY S I S Prelims MCQs
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T E S T  Y O U R  R E C A L L

Prelims MCQs (contd.)

Q6. With reference to the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST), consider the following statements:

1. It is a constitutional body established under Article 338A.

2. It was created by the 89th Constitutional Amendment Act, 2003.

3. Its Chairperson holds the rank of a Union Cabinet Minister.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Q7. The relief and rehabilitation amount under the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Rules, which a task force
recommended be inflation-indexed, currently ranges between:

(a) ₹50,000 and ₹5 lakh (b) ₹85,000 and ₹8.25 lakh

(c) ₹1 lakh and ₹10 lakh (d) ₹75,000 and ₹7.5 lakh

Q8. With reference to the Tribunals Reforms Bill, 2026, consider the following statements:

1. It establishes a National Tribunals Commission (NTC) to select tribunal members.

2. Appointments of the NTC chairperson and judicial members are made after consulting the Chief Justice of India.

3. It replaces the Tribunals Reforms Act, 2021.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Q9. The Supreme Court judgment that recommended an independent statutory National Tribunals Commission
was:

(a) S.P. Sampath Kumar (1987) (b) L. Chandra Kumar (1997)

(c) Rojer Mathew (2019) (d) Madras Bar Association (2025)

Q10. The Mecca Pact recently in the news is a mutual-defence agreement among:

(a) Saudi Arabia, Türkiye and Pakistan (b) Saudi Arabia, UAE and Egypt

(c) Iran, Türkiye and Qatar (d) Pakistan, Iran and Saudi Arabia

V E D A N TA ·  T H E  H I N D U  A N A LY S I S Prelims MCQs
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S E L F - A S S E S S M E N T

Answer Key & Rationale

CORRECT OPTIONS

Q1

(a)
Q2

(a)
Q3

(c)
Q4

(d)
Q5

(b)

Q6

(d)
Q7

(b)
Q8

(d)
Q9

(c)
Q10

(a)

EXPLANATIONS

★ REVISION & SCORING STRATEGY

K E E P
G O I N G

Consistency beats intensity — one Hindu edition analysed daily compounds into a formidable current-affairs base by
prelims. — Team Vedanta

V E D A N TA ·  T H E  H I N D U  A N A LY S I S Answer Key

Q1 — Option (a). The women mandate is one-third, not half; hence 3 is incorrect.

Q2 — Option (a). Artemis Accords set common principles for civil space exploration; India joined in 2023 as the 27th
signatory.

Q3 — Option (c). NISAR is a joint NASA–ISRO L- and S-band SAR Earth-observation satellite.

Q4 — Option (d). All three zones are correctly matched as per the stratified, flood-frequency definition.

Q5 — Option (b). The order came from the NMCG, affiliated to the Jal Shakti Ministry.

Q6 — Option (d). All three are correct; NCST was set up in 2004 by inserting Article 338A.

Q7 — Option (b). The amounts, set in 2016, range from ₹85,000 to ₹8.25 lakh.

Q8 — Option (d). All three are correct as per the Bill’s provisions and Statement of Objects.

Q9 — Option (c). The NTC was recommended in Rojer Mathew (2019); Madras Bar Association (2025) struck down re-
enacted provisions.

Q10 — Option (a). Signed in Mecca on August 7 among Saudi Arabia, Türkiye and Pakistan.

Re-read each “Why in News” box and the gold ★ fact boxes — these carry the exam-relevant statics (dates, articles, bodies).▸

For statement-based MCQs, eliminate options using one clearly wrong statement (e.g., the DDU-GKY “half women” trap)
before finalising.

▸

Note the frequently tested pairs: NCST → Art. 338A / 89th Amendment, Artemis Accords → India 27th signatory (2023),
NTC → Rojer Mathew (2019).

▸

Revise today’s 7 topics again after 24 hours and before the weekend for durable retention.▸
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