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EDITOR ’S  FOCUS

Today’s edition is anchored in India’s Central Asian diplomacy (Uzbekistan, uranium, UPI & critical minerals)
and a cluster of governance & rights themes — the new VB-G RAM G rural employment architecture, the
contested vocabulary of ‘urban/dimaagi Naxal’, and India’s CERD review. Environment & disaster management
run through the Himalayan warning and the PARIVARTAN clean-air scheme, while geography is covered by the
Great Lakes.

HOW TO USE THIS BOOKLET

Each topic follows: Why in News → news clipping → analysis → Prelims Pointers → Value Addition → Syllabus
Link.

▸

Revise the Prelims Pointers and Quick Revision Recap for last-minute factual retention; attempt the 10 MCQs
before checking the rationale.

▸

Prelims marking: +2 for a correct answer, −0.66 (one-third) for a wrong one — attempt only when you can
eliminate at least two options.

▸
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1 India–Uzbekistan Upgrade Ties; Framework for Long-Term
Uranium Supply

GS II · IR

WHY IN NEWS

India and Uzbekistan elevated their relationship to a 
COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP

and set a 
$5 BILLION ANNUAL TRADE TARGET BY 2030

after talks between PM Narendra Modi and Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev at Tashkent, inking 
11  AGREEMENTS

including a framework for long-term uranium supply.

Hand in hand: PM Narendra Modi with Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev in Tashkent. (The Hindu)

The  two  sides  agreed  to  establish  a  framework  for  the  long-term  supply  of  uranium from
Uzbekistan to India, aligned with cooperation in the civil nuclear energy sector — a strategic gain
for India’s clean-energy and fuel-security goals.

Cooperation was widened across  trade,  investment,  infrastructure,  critical  minerals,  mining,
defence  &  security,  agriculture,  pharmaceuticals,  health,  IT,  Ayurveda,  digital  public
infrastructure (incl. UPI) and education.
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PRELIMS POINTERS — CENTRAL ASIA

Central Asia — the five republics between Russia, China, Iran & Afghanistan.

Aral Sea, Amu Darya & Syr Darya across Uzbekistan & Turkmenistan.

A  joint  statement  flagged  critical-minerals  cooperation through  joint  projects  in  geological
exploration,  mining,  mineral  processing  and  the  development  of  integrated  value  chains —
reducing India’s import dependence on a single source.

A commercial pact between  NPCI International Payments Ltd (NIPL) and Uzbekistan’s National
Interbank Processing Centre will let Indian  UPI apps scan Uzbekistan’s national QR (UZQR)  for
merchant payments — deepening India’s digital-payments diplomacy.

India announced a $1 million grant for afforestation in the Aral Sea region, and both agreed to
raise the existing Joint Commission from Secretary to Ministerial level. Current bilateral trade is
just over $1 billion.

Five Central Asian Republics: Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan. Uzbekistan &
Liechtenstein are the world’s only two “double land-locked” countries.

▸

Rivers: Amu Darya & Syr Darya drain into the Aral Sea (shared by Uzbekistan & Kazakhstan), now largely
desiccated due to Soviet-era irrigation.

▸

Uranium: Uzbekistan & Kazakhstan are among the world’s top uranium producers; Kazakhstan is the single
largest.

▸

Institutional links: India–Central Asia Dialogue, SCO, INSTC and the “Connect Central Asia” policy anchor
engagement; Chabahar port offers connectivity bypassing Pakistan.

▸

VALUE ADDITION — WHY CENTRAL ASIA MATTERS FOR INDIA

Energy & critical minerals: The region is rich in uranium, natural gas, gold and rare/critical minerals vital for
India’s nuclear programme and clean-energy transition.

Strategic depth & security: Proximity to Afghanistan makes the region central to counter-terror cooperation
and regional stability under the “extended neighbourhood” framework.

Connectivity: The Chabahar port and the International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) give India
overland access, offsetting China’s BRI footprint in the region.
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SYLLABUS LINK » GS II — India and its neighbourhood; bilateral, regional & global groupings involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

✦ ✦ ✦

2 MGNREGA Workers Migrated to VB-G RAM G; e-KYC Not
Mandatory

GS II / III

WHY IN NEWS

The Union Rural Development Ministry said that 
EVERY WORKER

registered under MGNREGA — irrespective of whether job-card e-KYC is complete — has been migrated to
the new 
VIKSIT  BHARAT GUARANTEE FOR ROZGAR AND AJEEVIKA MISSION (GRAMIN) ,  VB-G RAM G

, and that 
PENDING E-KYC DOES NOT BAR

a worker from demanding or receiving employment.

e-KYC completed for 15.89 crore workers, including 10.27 crore of 10.84 crore active workers (~95%). (The Hindu)

The clarification followed  The Hindu’s report that job cards of  57 lakh active workers had not
completed e-KYC, raising fears of exclusion from work.

The  Ministry  stressed  e-KYC  is  a  database-authentication  measure,  not  a  precondition for
exercising the statutory right to demand employment; an exception mechanism facilitates work
where e-KYC is pending.

So far, e-KYC is done for 15.89 crore workers (incl. 10.27 cr of 10.84 cr active workers, ~95%); the
process “can ordinarily be completed in under 30 seconds.”

Every worker who demanded work has been offered it, and about  2.11 crore workers have been
offered employment under VB-G RAM G; States were advised to complete e-KYC expeditiously.
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PRELIMS POINTERS — VB-G RAM G ACT,  2025

Snapshot of the VB-G RAM G Act, 2025 — replacing MGNREGA as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme.

e-KYC is the responsibility of the concerned  State/UT governments, undertaken to strengthen
authentication and maintain an accurate, credible worker database.

Employment guarantee: raised to 125 days per rural household (up from 100 under MGNREGA).▸

Agri-season pause: up to 60 days work-halt during peak farming periods to avoid labour clash.▸

Fund sharing: Centre–State 60:40 (general) and 90:10 (NE & Himalayan States).▸

Focus areas: water, infrastructure, livelihood, climate resilience; Gram Panchayats/Sabhas lead; digital tracking
& biometrics for monitoring.

▸

VALUE ADDITION — MGNREGA TO VB-G RAM G

MGNREGA (2005) gave a legal guarantee of 100 days of unskilled manual work to rural households, anchored in
the right to work and demand-driven employment.

Continuity of rights: The Ministry’s stand protects the core principle that authentication cannot override
entitlement — a safeguard against technology-driven exclusion (echoing Aadhaar-seeding controversies in
welfare delivery).
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SYLLABUS LINK » GS II — welfare schemes, mechanisms & issues in implementation; GS III — inclusive growth & employment.

✦ ✦ ✦

3 The Politics of Calling Minds ‘Naxal’ GS II / III

WHY IN NEWS

In his Independence Day address, PM Modi declared that armed Naxals/Maoists had been eliminated but
that 
‘D IMAAGI  NAXALS ’  (BRAINY NAXALS)

remain — the first use of such phrasing in an I-Day speech, reviving debate over the term 
‘URBAN NAXAL’

and dissent.

Opinion: ‘The politics of calling minds Naxal’ — on labelling, dissent & internal security. (The Hindu)

Debate: Critics fear a shift from a rights-based statutory guarantee toward a scheme-based model may dilute
justiciability; supporters cite better targeting, wider works and climate focus.

‘Urban’ implies an alleged link to ‘rural’ Naxals: urban individuals are alleged to  facilitate crimes
attributed  to  Maoist  insurgents  —  the  charges  may  be  contested,  and  the  concern  is
criminalisation of ideology or thought.

The label targets the ideological/organisational support network rather than the armed cadre —
those said to supply intellectual scaffolding rather than carry weapons.
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PRELIMS POINTERS — LEFT-WING EXTREMISM (LWE)

SYLLABUS LINK » GS II — fundamental rights, free speech; GS III — linkages of extremism with internal security; role of the state.

✦ ✦ ✦

4 Nepal’s Agony — the Himalayan Warning to India GS III · ENV / DM

WHY IN NEWS

A commentary by Gopalkrishna Gandhi warns that the Himalaya are “
ONE L IVING ROCK

” — seismically and glacially charged — and that the disaster in Nepal is a warning India must heed on
earthquakes, 
GLOFS

and unsustainable development in high-risk zones.

Why the coinage matters: it shifts the counter-insurgency target from  territory held to  ideas
circulated — a conceptual expansion with implications for civil liberties.

The counter-view holds that Naxalism was always an ideology before a militia; the stated aim is to
overthrow the constitutional order and establish a communist state through armed revolution.

The core civil-liberties tension: distinguishing legitimate dissent and democratic accountability
from actual incitement to or facilitation of violence, without chilling free speech.

Origin: Naxalbari uprising, 1967, West Bengal (Charu Majumdar, Kanu Sanyal).▸

CPI (Maoist) is banned under the UAPA, 1967 as a terrorist organisation.▸

Nodal ministry: Ministry of Home Affairs; schemes — SAMADHAN doctrine, Security Related Expenditure (SRE),
Aspirational Districts.

▸

LWE-affected districts have fallen sharply over the last decade due to security & development push.▸

VALUE ADDITION — DISSENT,  FREE SPEECH & THE CONSTITUTION

Article 19(1)(a) guarantees free speech & expression, subject to reasonable restrictions under 19(2) (sovereignty,
public order, incitement to offence, etc.).

SC jurisprudence: mere membership or holding of ideology is not an offence absent incitement to imminent
violence (Kedar Nath Singh, 1962; recent readings on UAPA). The state must show a proximate link to violence.

Balance: Internal-security imperatives must be reconciled with the “marketplace of ideas” — democracies
distinguish thought from crime.
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Opinion: ‘Nepal’s agony, the Himalayan warning to India.’ (The Hindu)

PRELIMS POINTERS — HIMALAYAN HAZARDS

The Himalaya are not a series of silos — the Afghan Hindu Kush, Pakistan, Indian, Nepal and Tibet-
China ranges form one continuous, tectonically active system.

Seismologists have specifically warned of an impending earthquake of  humungous scale across
northern India, which lies under the quake-shadow of the Himalaya.

GLOFs  (Glacial  Lake  Outburst  Floods),  triggered  by  global  warming,  threaten  downstream
habitations; authorities must warn and prepare communities in GLOF-affected areas.

The  piece  cites  concern  over  China’s  Medog hydropower  project  at  the  great  bend  of  the
Brahmaputra, near the Paizhen Fault — a seismic-and-flood risk for India’s northeast.

Lessons for India: move disaster knowledge from “seminars” to a  war footing;  urgently review
built  hazards  (dams,  reactors)  in  high-risk  zones;  and  pursue  calibrated,  time-bound
decongestion of human agglomerations in fragile zones.

Seismic zones: most of the Himalaya lie in Zone IV & V (highest risk) of India’s seismic zonation map.▸

GLOF = sudden release of water from a glacial lake; e.g., South Lhonak Lake GLOF, Sikkim (2023) that damaged
the Teesta-III dam.

▸

Great Himalayan earthquakes: Bihar-Nepal (1934), Assam (1950), Kangra (1905), Uttarkashi (1991), Bhuj (2001 —
intraplate).

▸

Brahmaputra = Yarlung Tsangpo in Tibet; the “Great Bend” near Namcha Barwa is the site of the Medog project.▸

VALUE ADDITION — IHR ECOLOGICAL VULNERABILITY

Why fragile: young fold mountains, steep slopes, high seismicity, fragile lithology, and rapid glacial retreat make
the Indian Himalayan Region (IHR) acutely disaster-prone.

Anthropogenic stress: unplanned hydropower, road-widening/tunnelling, deforestation and unregulated
tourism/construction amplify landslides & subsidence (e.g., Joshimath).
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SYLLABUS LINK » GS III — disaster & disaster management; conservation, environmental pollution; GS I — geophysical phenomena.

✦ ✦ ✦

5 State of Exception: India, CERD & the Culture of Discrimination GS II

WHY IN NEWS

In its first review by the 
UN COMMITTEE  ON THE ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION (CERD)

since 2007, India drew an expression of “
GRAVE CONCERN

” over reports of violence — physical and otherwise — against minority ethnic/ethno-religious groups,
Dalits and non-citizens.

Editorial: ‘State of exception — India must not normalise a culture of discrimination.’ (The Hindu)

Way forward: carrying-capacity studies, GLOF early-warning systems, cumulative EIA for dam cascades, strict
zoning, and NDMA-led community preparedness.

CERD noted India ratified the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination  (ICERD) in  1968 but  has  not  provided  updated  information  on  inquiries  and
sanctions in such cases.

India argues caste bias falls outside Article 1 (caste ≠ race); CERD, however, treats discrimination
based on descent / inherited status as covered.

Concerns  span  manual  scavenging  despite  a  ban,  hate  speech,  conditions  &  refoulement  of
Rohingya, citizenship deprivation via NRC, deletions in electoral-roll SIR, and use of FCRA, UAPA,
AFSPA, PMLA against civil society.
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PRELIMS POINTERS — ICERD & INSTRUMENTS

SYLLABUS LINK » GS II — mechanisms, laws & institutions for vulnerable sections; important international institutions & bodies.

✦ ✦ ✦

6 Keeping Youth Drug-Free; PM SVANidhi & Mission ShaktiSAT GS II

WHY IN NEWS

In his 
137TH MANN KI  BAAT

, PM Modi flagged the dangers of drug addiction, highlighted women’s economic empowerment via 
PM SVANIDHI

, and spotlighted 
MISSION SHAKTISAT

for girl students in satellite technology.

Gaps in  disaggregated data — a delayed Census and slow NCRB release — impede independent
checks on India’s claims about fighting caste- and faith-based discrimination.

Road ahead: restore NHRC independence, criminalise hate speech, supportive affirmative action,
publish disaggregated data, and improve transparency of electoral-roll revisions.

ICERD (1965): a core UN human-rights treaty; monitored by CERD (18 independent experts). India is a party
(1968).

▸

NHRC: statutory body under the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993; graded by the Global Alliance of
National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI).

▸

Article 17: abolishes untouchability; Article 15 bars discrimination on religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth.▸

Manual scavenging banned by the PEMSR Act, 2013.▸

VALUE ADDITION — CASTE,  RACE & ‘DESCENT ’

The debate: at the 2001 Durban Conference India resisted equating caste with race; CERD’s General
Recommendation 29 reads “descent” in Article 1 to include caste-based discrimination.

Domestic safeguards: constitutional guarantees (Arts. 14–17), SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, and
reservations complement international obligations.

Significance: credible, disaggregated data and independent institutions are essential both for policy and for
defending India’s record in multilateral fora.
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“Drug addiction does not just engulf a single individual…” — PM in Mann ki Baat. (The Hindu)

PRELIMS POINTERS — SCHEMES & MISSIONS

The PM urged  musicians,  students,  theatre groups and content creators to spread anti-drug
awareness in various languages — a whole-of-society approach to the drug menace.

PM  SVANidhi provides  affordable,  collateral-free  working-capital  loans  to  street  vendors/
hawkers in  urban  areas;  women  are  ~46% of  beneficiaries  and  about  35  lakh  women are
expanding businesses through it.

Mission ShaktiSAT gives  12,000 girl students from 108 countries the chance to learn satellite
technology;  Phase-2  launched on  National  Space  Day  (Aug  23) at  Gautam Buddha  University,
Greater Noida.

The  initiative  aims  to  send  a  satellite  —  developed  entirely  with  the  participation  of  female
students — into lunar orbit.

Together the themes tie social reform (de-addiction) with women-led development (Nari Shakti)
in the economy and in STEM.

PM SVANidhi (2020): MoHUA; micro-credit for urban street vendors; incremental loans on timely repayment;
digital-transaction & interest incentives.

▸

Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan (NMBA): Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment; demand-reduction for drugs.▸

National Space Day: 23 August, marking Chandrayaan-3’s Vikram lander touchdown (2023) at Shiv Shakti Point.▸

Mission Shakti (Women & Child Development) — umbrella scheme for women’s safety, security & empowerment
(distinct from ShaktiSAT).

▸
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SYLLABUS LINK » GS II — welfare schemes; issues relating to development & management of the social sector; women & vulnerable
sections.

✦ ✦ ✦

7 The PARIVARTAN Scheme — Fleet Renewal for Cleaner Air GS III · ENV

WHY IN NEWS
PARIVARTAN

— a comprehensive vehicle scrappage & fleet-renewal programme — aims to replace ageing pre-BS-IV /
BS-IV commercial trucks and buses in Delhi-NCR with cleaner 
BS-VI  OR ELECTRIC

vehicles to curb vehicular air pollution.

Delhi-NCR traffic — vehicular emissions are a major source of the region’s air pollution.

VALUE ADDITION — WOMEN-LED DEVELOPMENT

India’s policy narrative has shifted from “women’s development” to “women-led development” — from
beneficiaries to drivers of growth, endorsed under India’s G20 presidency.

Convergence: financial inclusion (SVANidhi, Jan Dhan, Mudra), skilling and STEM access (ShaktiSAT) together
widen women’s economic agency.

Drug de-addiction is framed as a public-health & social issue needing community, cultural and rehabilitative
responses, not policing alone.

Full form: Programme for Accelerated Renewal and Incentivization of Vehicle Assets for Reducing
Transport Air-pollution and Network emissions.

Implementing  Ministry: Ministry  of  Road  Transport  &  Highways  (MoRTH);  funding  agency:
National Capital Region Planning Board (NCRPB) under MoHUA.

Aim: phase out and replace over 2 lakh older high-emission commercial trucks and buses across
the NCR to cut toxic particulate emissions.
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PRELIMS POINTERS — VEHICLES & AIR QUALITY

SYLLABUS LINK » GS III — environmental pollution & degradation; government policies & interventions; conservation.

✦ ✦ ✦

8 Lake Ontario & the Great Lakes System GS I · GEOGRAPHY

WHY IN NEWS

US President Donald Trump signed an executive order directing federal agencies and the 
US GEOLOGICAL SURVEY (USGS)

to refer to 
LAKE ONTARIO AS “LAKE AMERICA”

amid trade tensions with Canada — putting the Great Lakes in focus.

Financial backing: total  outlay of  ₹9,585 crore,  with  ₹5,041 crore in direct budgetary support
from the Centre.

Incentives: 5% interest subvention on eligible loans for 5 years via 42 banks/NBFCs; 100% road-
tax waiver for 10 years plus registration-fee waiver (Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan, UP); and an OEM
upfront discount of at least 8% on new eligible vehicles.

BS-VI norms (in force since 1 Apr 2020) sharply cut NOx & particulate emissions vs BS-IV.▸

Vehicle Scrappage Policy (2021): fitness & age-based de-registration of unfit vehicles; incentives for scrapping.▸

CAQM = Commission for Air Quality Management in NCR & adjoining areas (statutory, 2021); GRAP for graded
responses.

▸

NCAP aims to reduce particulate pollution in non-attainment cities.▸

VALUE ADDITION — TACKLING NCR AIR POLLUTION

Sources: vehicles, industry, construction dust, stubble burning and biomass; the NCR’s land-locked geography
and winter inversion trap pollutants.

Co-benefits: fleet renewal improves air quality, aids the EV transition, supports auto-manufacturing and
formalises the scrappage-recycling economy (circular economy).

Complementary steps: public-transport expansion, cleaner fuels, GRAP enforcement and airshed-level
coordination across States.
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The five Great Lakes — Superior, Michigan, Huron, Erie & Ontario — on the US–Canada border.

PRELIMS POINTERS — GREAT LAKES

Lake Ontario is the  smallest by surface area and the  easternmost of the five Great Lakes; the
name derives from the Huron-Wendat Ontari’io (“lake of shining waters”).

It forms a natural international boundary between Canada and the United States; surface area is
about 19,011 sq km.

Inflow: the  Niagara River is its principal feeder, connecting it with Lake Erie; other tributaries
include the Genesee, Oswego, Black and Trent rivers.

Outflow: it drains eastward into the St. Lawrence River, eventually reaching the Atlantic Ocean.

Glacial origin: its basin was shaped by  Pleistocene continental glaciation;  mean depth ~86 m,
maximum ~244 m.

Mnemonic “HOMES”: Huron, Ontario, Michigan, Erie, Superior. Superior is the largest freshwater lake by area in
the world.

▸

Lake Michigan lies entirely within the USA; the other four are shared with Canada.▸

Connected to the Atlantic via the St. Lawrence Seaway; the lakes hold ~21% of the world’s surface fresh water.▸

Niagara Falls lies on the Niagara River between Lakes Erie and Ontario.▸
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SYLLABUS LINK » GS I — world physical geography; important geophysical features & changes in critical geographical features.

Practice Zone

M A I N S  —  A N S W E R -W R I T I N G  P R AC T I C E

MAINS Q.1 ·  GS II I  — ENVIRONMENT / DISASTER MANAGEMENT

“The increasing frequency of extreme events in the Himalayas is not merely a natural warning, but a
reflection of unsustainable development choices.” Discuss the emerging ecological vulnerabilities of
the Indian Himalayan Region and suggest measures for climate-resilient development.

“�हिमालय में चरम प्राकृ�तिक घटनाओें की बढ़तिी ओव�ृत्ति केवल एक प्राकृ�तिक चेतिावनी नहिीं, ब��क असतिति �वकास �वक�पाें का भी प्र�ति�बंब हिਜ।”
भारतिीय �हिमालयी क्षेत्र की उभरतिी पा�र��स्थि�तिकीय संवेदनशीलतिाओें की चचार्चा करतिे हुए जलवायु-सहिनीय �वकास के �लए उपाय सुझाइए।

(15 Marks · 250 Words)

APPROACH » Intro with the ‘one living rock’ framing & recent events. Body-1: natural vulnerabilities (seismicity Zone
IV/V, glacial retreat, GLOFs, fragile lithology). Body-2: anthropogenic drivers (hydropower cascades, road/tunnel
projects, tourism, Joshimath). Conclude with climate-resilient measures: carrying-capacity, EWS, cumulative EIA,
zoning, NDMA-led preparedness.

MAINS Q.2 ·  GS II  — INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

India’s engagement with Central Asia has moved from symbolism to strategy. In light of recent
agreements on uranium, critical minerals and digital payments, examine the significance of the region
for India’s energy security and connectivity, and the challenges involved.

भारति का मध्य ए�शया के सास्थि जुड़ाव प्रतिीकात्मकतिा से रणनी�ति की ओर बढ़ा हिਜ। यूरे�नयम, महित्वपूणर्चा ख�नजाें तिस्थिा �डि�जटल भुगतिान पर हिाल के
समझौतिाें के ओलोक में, भारति की ऊजार्चा सुरक्षा और संपकर्चा  (कने��ट�वटी) के �लए इस क्षेत्र के महित्व और इससे जुड़ी चुनौ�तियाें की �ववेचना की�जए।

(15 Marks · 250 Words)

APPROACH » Intro with the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership & $5 bn trade target. Body: significance —
uranium/civil-nuclear, critical minerals value chains, UPI-UZQR, INSTC/Chabahar connectivity, security vis-à-vis
Afghanistan & counter to China’s BRI. Challenges: land-locked geography, low trade base, connectivity via Pakistan,
great-power competition. Conclude with ‘Connect Central Asia’ way forward.

VALUE ADDITION — TOPONYMY & GEOPOLITICS

Renaming as politics: place-name changes are increasingly used as instruments of nationalism/diplomacy (cf.
the “Gulf of Mexico / Gulf of America” debate). Names on shared water bodies require bilateral acceptance to
have international standing.

Trans-boundary governance: the US–Canada International Joint Commission and the Great Lakes Water
Quality Agreement manage shared water resources — a model relevant to India’s river-water diplomacy.
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P R E L I MS  —  1 0  M C Q s

1. With reference to Central Asia, consider the following statements:

1. Uzbekistan is one of only two doubly land-locked countries in the world.
2. The Amu Darya and Syr Darya drain into the Caspian Sea.
3. Kazakhstan is the world’s largest producer of uranium.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 3 only (b) 2 only

(c) 1, 2 and 3 (d) 2 and 3 only

2. The “VB-G RAM G Act, 2025”, recently in the news, is associated with:

(a) Urban housing for migrants (b) Rural employment guarantee

(c) Riverfront rejuvenation (d) Skill certification of artisans

3. Consider the following about the VB-G RAM G framework:

1. It guarantees 125 days of employment per rural household.
2. Fund sharing is 60:40 generally and 90:10 for NE & Himalayan States.
3. Gram Panchayats and Gram Sabhas lead its implementation.

How many of the statements above are correct?

(a) Only one (b) Only two

(c) All three (d) None

4. The Naxalbari uprising, which gave rise to the Naxalite movement, took place in:

(a) Andhra Pradesh, 1948 (b) West Bengal, 1967

(c) Bihar, 1974 (d) Telangana, 1946

5. A “Glacial Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF)” is most directly associated with which of the following recent
disasters?

(a) Bhuj, Gujarat (b) South Lhonak Lake, Sikkim

(c) Chennai floods (d) Cyclone Amphan

6. The “Medog” hydropower project, recently in the news, is being built by China on which river at its “Great
Bend”?

(a) Indus (b) Sutlej

(c) Brahmaputra (Yarlung Tsangpo) (d) Mekong

7. With reference to the Convention monitored by CERD, consider the following:

1. India ratified the ICERD in 1968.
2. CERD treats discrimination based on “descent” as including caste.
3. NHRC is graded by the GANHRI.

Which of the statements above are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

8. The “PM SVANidhi” scheme provides working-capital micro-credit primarily to:

(a) Small & marginal farmers (b) Urban street vendors & hawkers

(c) Self-help groups in forests (d) MSME exporters

9. The PARIVARTAN scheme is implemented mainly by which Ministry?

(a) Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change (b) Ministry of Heavy Industries

(c) Ministry of Road Transport & Highways (d) Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas
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10. Consider the following about Lake Ontario:

1. It is the smallest of the Great Lakes by surface area.
2. The Niagara River is its principal feeder from Lake Erie.
3. It drains eastward into the St. Lawrence River.

Which of the statements above are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

A N S W E R  K E Y  W I T H  R AT I O N A L E

DETAILED ANSWER KEY

1 → (a) 1 and 3 only. Uzbekistan (with Liechtenstein) is doubly land-locked and Kazakhstan is the top uranium
producer — both correct. St.2 is wrong: the Amu Darya & Syr Darya drain into the Aral Sea, not the Caspian.

2 → (b) Rural employment guarantee — VB-G RAM G (Viksit Bharat Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission,
Gramin) succeeds MGNREGA.

3 → (c) All three — 125 days, 60:40 & 90:10 fund sharing, and Gram Panchayat/Sabha-led implementation are all
features.

4 → (b) West Bengal, 1967 — the Naxalbari peasant uprising (Charu Majumdar, Kanu Sanyal).

5 → (b) South Lhonak Lake, Sikkim (2023 GLOF that damaged the Teesta-III dam).

6 → (c) Brahmaputra / Yarlung Tsangpo — Medog is at the Great Bend near Namcha Barwa.

7 → (d) 1, 2 and 3 — all correct: 1968 ratification; “descent” includes caste (GR-29); NHRC is graded by GANHRI.

8 → (b) Urban street vendors & hawkers — collateral-free working-capital loans under MoHUA.

9 → (c) Ministry of Road Transport & Highways (MoRTH); funding via NCRPB under MoHUA.

10 → (d) 1, 2 and 3 — all correct: smallest by area, fed by the Niagara River from Lake Erie, drains into the St. Lawrence.

QUICK REVISION RECAP

India–Uzbekistan: Comprehensive Strategic Partnership; $5 bn trade by 2030; uranium framework; UPI-
UZQR; $1 mn Aral Sea afforestation.

✓

VB-G RAM G: replaces MGNREGA; 125 days; e-KYC not a precondition for work; ~95% active workers e-
KYC done.

✓

‘Dimaagi Naxal’: shifts focus from armed cadre to ideas; raises free-speech vs internal-security
questions; CPI(Maoist) banned under UAPA.

✓

Himalaya: Zone IV/V seismicity, GLOFs, Medog on Brahmaputra; move DM to a war footing; decongest
high-risk zones.

✓

CERD: ‘grave concern’; caste as ‘descent’; NHRC/GANHRI grading; need disaggregated data.✓

Schemes: PM SVANidhi (urban vendors, 46% women); Mission ShaktiSAT (12,000 girls, 108 countries);
National Space Day = 23 Aug.

✓

PARIVARTAN: ₹9,585 cr fleet-renewal for Delhi-NCR; BS-VI/EV; MoRTH + NCRPB.✓

Great Lakes: HOMES; Superior largest; Ontario smallest & easternmost; drains to St. Lawrence.✓
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PRELIMS TRAP-SETTERS — DON’T  CONFUSE

Aral Sea vs Caspian Sea: Amu Darya & Syr Darya feed the Aral Sea; the Caspian is the world’s largest inland water
body (bordered by 5 nations incl. Iran & Russia).

Mission ShaktiSAT vs Mission Shakti: ShaktiSAT = girls in satellite technology; Mission Shakti (WCD) = umbrella
scheme for women’s safety & empowerment; Mission Shakti (2019) was also India’s ASAT test.

ICERD vs ICCPR vs ICESCR: CERD monitors the ICERD (racial discrimination); do not confuse with the Covenants
on Civil-Political and Economic-Social-Cultural rights.

Lake Michigan: the only Great Lake lying entirely within the USA — a favourite prelims trap.

PRELIMS ONE-LINERS — FACTS TO REMEMBER

Doubly land-locked countries: only Uzbekistan and Liechtenstein.✓

INSTC (International North-South Transport Corridor) links India–Iran–Russia via Chabahar, cutting
transit time to Central Asia/Europe.

✓

UPI-UZQR tie-up = NPCI International (NIPL) + Uzbekistan’s national QR — India’s expanding digital-
payments diplomacy.

✓

MGNREGA enacted 2005; legal right to 100 days work — now succeeded by VB-G RAM G (125 days).✓

CPI (Maoist) banned under UAPA, 1967; MHA anti-LWE doctrine = SAMADHAN.✓

Seismic Zone V = highest risk; covers much of the NE, J&K, Himachal & the Kutch region.✓

ICERD adopted 1965; monitored by CERD (18 experts); India a party since 1968.✓

National Space Day = 23 August (Chandrayaan-3 landing, 2023, at Shiv Shakti Point).✓

BS-VI emission norms in force since 1 April 2020.✓

Great Lakes mnemonic = HOMES; Superior is the largest freshwater lake by area on Earth.✓

PLACES & PERSONS IN NEWS

Tashkent: capital of Uzbekistan — venue of the India–Uzbekistan summit (recall the historic Tashkent Declaration,
1966).

Aral Sea: shared by Uzbekistan & Kazakhstan; shrank drastically due to Soviet-era diversion of the Amu & Syr Darya
— India granted $1 mn for afforestation there.

Namcha Barwa / Great Bend: the Brahmaputra’s sharp turn in Tibet, site of China’s Medog project near the Paizhen
Fault.

Shavkat Mirziyoyev: President of Uzbekistan, who elevated ties with India to a Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership.
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