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In today’s edition: a statutory-body–plus–technology fix for stubble-fire measurement (CAQM–
ISRO), a landmark reading of the right to education that expands its duty-bearers, India’s widening
defence and trade footprint with Belgium, a searching look at whether India’s youth are an electoral
bloc, the SCO’s 25th year at Bishkek, and a governance blueprint to keep newborns safe. Weightage
today is heaviest on GS-II, with a strong GS-III environment link.
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01 P O L I T Y  ·  E N V I R O N M E N T

Air quality panel taps ISRO to sharpen tracking
of farm fires

GS 2 ·  GS 3

W H Y  I N  N E W S

The Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) is in talks with ISRO and Punjab to build
better ‘ground-truthing’ protocols for stubble-fire measurement, ahead of the winter pollution
season in the Delhi-NCR.

VALUE ADDIT ION  — COMMISSION FOR AIR QUALITY  MANAGEMENT (CAQM)

P R E L I MS  P O I N T E R S

As part of its preparation to buffer winter pollution in the Delhi National Capital Region (NCR), CAQM
said it is in discussion with authorities in Punjab and Haryana to improve measurement of stubble
fires.

Chairman Rajesh Varma noted that fire counts from satellite passes “may not be the most accurate
picture of the extent of farm fires,” prompting talks with ISRO and Punjab for better ground-truthing.

Farm fires in Punjab are a major pollution contributor during some weeks of October–November, when
monsoon withdrawal stalls the westerly winds that flush out particulate matter from vehicles, industry,
agri-waste and firecrackers.

In this window, paddy stubble left after harvesting is burnt to make way for sowing wheat. Over a
whole winter, farm fires add no more than 15% of PM pollution — but on certain weeks the share can
spike to nearly 44%.

An ISRO Space Applications Centre study found peak fire activity shifted from ~1.30 p.m. (2020) to ~5
p.m. (2024) — after the day-time satellite passes, allegedly to evade detection and fines.

Satellite resolution and pollution load depend on straw quantity, moisture, combustion efficiency and
per-pollutant emission factors that sensors cannot directly measure — hence the push for a field-
verification protocol.

A statutory body under the CAQM in NCR and Adjoining Areas Act, 2021; it dissolved the earlier EPCA
(set up 1998).

▪

Chairperson is an official of the rank of Secretary to GoI or a Chief Secretary to a State government.▪

Exclusive jurisdiction over the NCR (parts of Haryana, Punjab, U.P., Rajasthan) on air pollution;
supersedes central and State pollution control boards in the region.

▪

Can issue binding directions to State governments and holds penal powers — fines up to ₹1 crore and
imprisonment up to 5 years for contravention.

▪

Stubble burning peaks Oct–Nov; a Category-4 (Severe+) AQI triggers GRAP Stage-IV curbs.➤

GRAP (Graded Response Action Plan) is the escalating anti-pollution framework for Delhi-NCR.➤

PUSA bio-decomposer is an in-situ alternative to burning paddy straw.➤

ISRO’s Space Applications Centre (SAC) is at Ahmedabad; fire detection uses MODIS/VIIRS-type sensors.➤
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THE HINDU  ·  CLIPPING  ·  GS 2 · GS 3

Syllabus l ink   ›   GS-II: Statutory bodies, government policies & interventions. GS-III: Environmental pollution, conservation.

02 P O L I T Y  ·  E D U C A T I O N

Quality elementary teachers are vital to nation-
building: Supreme Court

GS 2

W H Y  I N  N E W S

Ahead of Teachers’ Day (Sept 5), the Supreme Court held that the development and lives of children
— and the future of the nation — depend on the quality of training given to elementary teachers,
and expanded the ‘duty-bearers’ of the right to education.

A Division Bench led by Justice P.S. Narasimha stressed that though free and compulsory elementary
education (ages 6–14) is now an enforceable fundamental right, teacher education has not received the
attention it deserves.

The Court observed there is “no human resource or value higher than the development of a student’s
mind and character,” placing elementary teachers at the centre of nation-building.

It referred to precedent recognising five duty-bearers under the RTE Act, 2009: the government, the
local authority, the neighbourhood school, the parents/guardians, and the teacher.

Justice Narasimha added a sixth and seventh duty-bearer — Teacher Education Institutions (TEIs)
under Sec. 2(e) of the NCTE Act, and the NCTE itself.

The Council must ensure TEIs impart teacher education “effectively, efficiently and conduct their
affairs with integrity,” the Court held.
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VALUE ADDIT ION  — RIGHT TO EDUCATION — CONSTITUTIONAL JOURNEY

P R E L I MS  P O I N T E R S

THE HINDU  ·  CLIPPING  ·  GS 2

Syllabus l ink   ›   GS-II: Issues relating to development & management of education; government policies; role of judiciary.

Originally in DPSP: Article 45 and Article 39(f) envisaged state-funded, accessible education.▪

Unnikrishnan J.P. v. State of A.P. (1993): SC held education flows as a fundamental right from Article
21.

▪

Tapas Majumdar Committee (1999) recommended inserting Article 21A.▪

86th Amendment, 2002: inserted Art. 21A (free & compulsory education, 6–14), recast Art. 45 (early-
childhood care below 6), added Art. 51A(k) (parental duty).

▪

RTE Act, 2009: operationalised Art. 21A; 25% reservation for disadvantaged groups; norms on PTR,
infrastructure, school days, teacher hours. The ‘No-Detention Policy’ was diluted by the 2019
Amendment.

▪

Article 21A — inserted by the 86th Constitutional Amendment Act, 2002.➤

NCTE is a statutory body under the NCTE Act, 1993, regulating teacher-education standards.➤

RTE mandates a 25% EWS/disadvantaged quota in private unaided schools at entry level.➤

First official document on RTE: Ramamurti Committee Report (1990).➤
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03 I N T E R N A T I O N A L  R E L A T I O N S

India and Belgium ramp up bilateral defence
cooperation

GS 2

W H Y  I N  N E W S

During the visit of Belgian PM Bart De Wever, India and Belgium signed three government-level
defence agreements and announced a fast trade mechanism; PM Modi called for ending the
Ukraine and West Asia conflicts through dialogue.

THE HINDU  ·  CLIPPING  ·  GS 2

PM Modi urged dialogue and diplomacy to end conflicts in Ukraine and West Asia while welcoming
Belgian PM Bart De Wever in New Delhi.

Belgian sources indicated at least 10 private defence agreements will be sealed during the visit,
including production of Belgian military items such as rockets in India.

Belgium expressed support for India’s campaign against cross-border terrorism and condemned the 
Pahalgam terror attack.

Three instruments were signed: a Letter of Intent on Defence Cooperation; an MoU between Belgian
Security & Defence Industry and the Society of Indian Defence Manufacturers; and a CBI–Belgium
Federal Police MoU on transnational organised crime and cybercrime.

India announced a Defence Attaché at its Brussels Embassy; a Consular Dialogue was launched, and a
fast trade mechanism set up with a target to double bilateral trade in five years.

Belgian Defence Minister Theo Francken: “Our security does not stop at our borders… we need to work
more closely with strong partners such as India.”
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VALUE ADDIT ION  — BELGIUM — QUICK FACTS FOR PRELIMS

P R E L I MS  P O I N T E R S

Syllabus l ink   ›   GS-II: Bilateral, regional & global groupings; agreements involving India or affecting India’s interests.

04 P O L I T Y  ·  S O C I E T Y

Youth power — an electoral force still in the making
GS 2

W H Y  I N  N E W S

Despite India’s vast youth population and rising political courtship of Gen Z and Gen A, there is no
discernible ‘youth bloc’ in Indian elections yet — an argument that the demographic dividend has
not translated into a consolidated electoral identity.

Capital: Brussels — also seat of the EU and NATO headquarters.▪

A federal constitutional monarchy in Western Europe; borders France, Germany, Luxembourg, the
Netherlands; coastline on the North Sea.

▪

Founding member of the EU, NATO, Benelux and the Eurozone.▪

The visit invoked Flanders Fields — where 9,000+ Indian soldiers died in the First World War —
deepening the historical bond.

▪

Society of Indian Defence Manufacturers (SIDM) is the apex defence-industry body under FICCI.➤

A Defence Attaché is a military officer posted to an embassy for defence diplomacy.➤

India–EU aim to conclude a Free Trade Agreement; Belgium is a key EU interlocutor.➤

Antwerp (Belgium) is a global hub for India’s cut-and-polished diamond trade.➤

It is the “season of youth” — parties, ministries, think tanks and media are all engaging the theme;
education, examination, skilling and unemployment are all under scrutiny.

There is a lag in understanding Gen Z and Gen A (born after 2010), who increasingly demand
accountability.

A NITI Aayog report cites 8.7 crore people aged 15–29 who are NEET (Not in Education, Employment
or Training) — a vast reservoir of “youthful energy still awaiting an anchor.”

India has the world’s largest youth population: 65% of ~1.5 billion are below 35; about 23% of the
electorate is in the 18–29 bracket.

In recent Assembly polls (Tamil Nadu, Assam, West Bengal, Kerala, Puducherry) there was no clear
direction of youth voting; over 75 years, votes have been mobilised by caste, class and community —
but never by a youth ‘bloc’.

In the Viksit Bharat @2047 vision the youth are the Amrit Peedhi (‘generation of the nectar’);
forthcoming State elections will test whether that power is finally crystallising.
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VALUE ADDIT ION  — DEMOGRAPHIC DIVIDEND — THE POLICY FRAME

P R E L I MS  P O I N T E R S

THE HINDU  ·  CLIPPING  ·  GS 2

Syllabus l ink   ›   GS-II: Government policies for vulnerable/target sections; GS-I: Population & associated issues.

Demographic dividend: growth potential from a rising share of working-age (15–64) population; India’s
window runs to ~2055-56.

▪

NEP 2020 reorients schooling toward quality learning; the proposed National Youth Policy 2026
targets the 15–29 cohort.

▪

NEET ≠ joblessness alone — it includes those in unpaid care, discouraged workers and those between
transitions.

▪

Realising the dividend needs jobs, skilling, health and female labour-force participation to move
together.

▪

Gen Z ≈ born 1997–2012; Gen Alpha ≈ born after 2010.➤

Amrit Peedhi — the youth as framed in the Viksit Bharat @2047 vision.➤

Voting age lowered to 18 by the 61st Constitutional Amendment, 1988.➤

The ECI’s SVEEP programme drives electoral literacy among young and first-time voters.➤
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05 I N T E R N A T I O N A L  R E L A T I O N S

Forging consensus: India must broaden regional
multilateral engagement

GS 2

W H Y  I N  N E W S

PM Modi’s attendance at the SCO summit in Bishkek — marking 25 years of the Eurasian grouping
— carried a multi-pronged agenda amid a ‘sombre’ geopolitical backdrop of tariffs, the U.S.–Iran war
and sanctions on Russia.

THE HINDU  ·  CLIPPING  ·  GS 2

The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan marked 25 years of the
grouping; the meeting let India meet counterparts for the first time since the U.S.–Israel war on Iran.

The grouping includes Iran and Pakistan; the Bishkek declaration condemned U.S./Israeli attacks on
Iran and backed Iran’s right to peaceful nuclear technology under the NPT.

Many SCO members also sit in BRICS, which India will host in Delhi on Sept 12–13 — including Putin, Xi
Jinping and Iran’s Pezeshkian.

Modi pressed the SCO to dismantle the ecosystem of “terror financing, recruitment, radicalisation and
safe havens,” warning against double standards — a pointed reference to Pakistan; the declaration’s
language on “all forms” of terrorism, including cross-border, was welcomed by New Delhi.

Compared with the high-octane 2025 Tianjin summit, this year’s was ‘sombre’: U.S. tariffs, the Iran war
and sanctions on Russia have hit economic and energy security and connectivity (the Hormuz Strait
blockade).
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VALUE ADDIT ION  — SHANGHAI  COOPERATION ORGANISATION (SCO)

P R E L I MS  P O I N T E R S

Syllabus l ink   ›   GS-II: Important international institutions & groupings; India & its neighbourhood; bilateral & global
groupings.

06 G O V E R N A N C E  ·  H E A L T H

For newborns, the answer is hospital plus home
GS 2

W H Y  I N  N E W S

A fatal fire that killed three newborns at a government hospital in Amravati (Aug 24, 2026) is a
symptom, not an isolated event: neonatal deaths in institutions are recurring, and the fix is a three-
part strategy blending facility care with home-based care.

In the altered framing — Pakistan’s diplomatic forays with the U.S. and a new security pact with Saudi
Arabia and Türkiye — India must broaden engagement with all regional multilateral bodies.

A permanent intergovernmental organisation founded in 2001 (evolving from the ‘Shanghai Five’,
1996); Secretariat in Beijing.

▪

India and Pakistan became full members in 2017; Iran joined in 2023; Belarus in 2024.▪

Security arm: RATS (Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure), based in Tashkent.▪

Guided by the ‘Shanghai Spirit’: mutual trust, benefit, equality and respect for diversity.▪

SCO Secretariat: Beijing; RATS HQ: Tashkent.➤

Bishkek is the capital of Kyrgyzstan; the 2025 summit was at Tianjin, China.➤

The Hormuz Strait is a chokepoint between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman.➤

India hosts the BRICS summit on 12–13 September (as per the article).➤

Newborns who “used to die at home without medical care” now increasingly die in hospitals; clustered
newborn deaths in government institutions form a recurring pattern, not stray accidents.

Reason 1 — Overcrowding: institutional deliveries rose from 39% (2005-06) to 90% (2023-24)
(NFHS-6); women delivering in institutions rose from 109 lakh (2005) to 194 lakh (2024-25).

Sick newborns in public Special Newborn Care Units (SNCUs) rose from 11.3 lakh (2021-22) to 14.45
lakh (2023-24) — a 28% jump in two years; units everywhere are overloaded.

Reason 2 — Changing case-mix: hospitals now receive many high-risk births (premature, low-birth-
weight, referred). Reason 3 — Infrastructure failures. Reason 4 — Infection & staffing gaps.

The Gadchiroli model (SEARCH, The Lancet 1999): trained community health workers delivering 
home-based neonatal care (HBNC) cut rural neonatal mortality by 62.2%.

Three-part fix: (1) decongest units — strengthen HBNC via ASHAs for stable newborns; (2) strengthen
SNCUs — staff, equipment, oxygen, power back-ups, infection control; (3) make units intrinsically safe
— fire detection/suppression, evacuation drills, independent safety audits.
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VALUE ADDIT ION  —  INDIA’S  NEWBORN-HEALTH ARCHITECTURE

P R E L I MS  P O I N T E R S

THE HINDU  ·  CLIPPING  ·  GS 2

Syllabus l ink   ›   GS-II: Issues relating to development & management of health; welfare schemes; role of NGOs/institutions.

CONNECT THE DOTS — CROSS-TOPIC SYNTHESIS

SNCU: district-level facility-based unit for sick and small newborns; NBSU/NBCC at lower tiers.▪

HBNC is delivered by ASHAs — the model draws directly on the Gadchiroli/SEARCH experience.▪

Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) — conditional cash transfer that drove the surge in institutional
deliveries.

▪

Related: JSSK (free delivery & newborn care), Facility-Based Newborn Care guidelines, and India
Newborn Action Plan (INAP) targeting single-digit NMR.

▪

SEARCH — Society for Education, Action and Research in Community Health, Gadchiroli (Maharashtra).➤

NMR (Neonatal Mortality Rate): deaths within 28 days per 1,000 live births.➤

ASHA — Accredited Social Health Activist, a frontline community health worker.➤

NFHS-6 is the source cited for the 90% institutional-delivery figure.➤

Cooperative federalism as a thread: CAQM directing Punjab/Haryana on farm fires, and the SC
binding the Centre–State chain of RTE ‘duty-bearers’, both show governance succeeding only when
Union, States and local institutions act in concert.

⇒
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V E D A N T A  P R A C T I C E  Z O N E

Test Yourself

MAINS — MODEL QUESTIONS

M A I N S  Q 1

“Satellite-based fire counts alone cannot capture the true footprint of stubble burning.” In light of
the CAQM–ISRO collaboration, examine the institutional and technological challenges in measuring
and managing air pollution in the Delhi-NCR. (250 words)

“उपग्रह-आधा�रित अ��ग्नि गणग्निा अकेले परिाली जलाग्निे के वास्त�वक प्रभाव को ग्निहीं द�ार्शा सकती।” CAQM–ISRO सहयोग के संदभर्शा में,
�दल्ली-एग्निसीआरि में वायु प्रदूषण के मापग्नि एवं प्रबंधग्नि की संस्थागत तथा तकग्निीकी चुग्निौ�तयाें का परिीक्षण की�जए। (250 �ब्द)

APPROACH   › Intro: CAQM’s statutory mandate + winter pollution context. Body: technological limits
(satellite pass timing, resolution, moisture/straw variables) → need for ground-truthing; institutional layers
(CAQM vs States, GRAP, penal powers); airshed governance & in-situ alternatives (bio-decomposer).
Conclude with a cooperative-federal, science-driven roadmap.

M A I N S  Q 2

The Supreme Court has expanded the ‘duty-bearers’ of the right to education to include teacher-
education institutions and the NCTE. Critically analyse how the quality of teacher education shapes
the realisation of Article 21A. (250 words)

उच्चतम न्यायालय ग्निे ��क्षा के अ�धकारि के ‘कतर्शाव्य-वाहकाें’ का �वस्तारि करि उसमें ��क्षक-��क्षा संस्थाग्निाें तथा एग्निसीटी�र्शा को स��म�लत
�कया है। ��क्षक-��क्षा की गुणवत्ता अग्निुचे्छद 21क की �स�द्धि को �कस प्रकारि आकारि देती है, �सका आलोचग्निात्मक �वश्लेषण की�जए।
(250 �ब्द)

APPROACH   › Intro: Art. 21A + RTE as enforceable right. Body: five→seven duty-bearers; NCTE’s regulatory
role & quality gaps in TEIs; link teacher quality to learning outcomes (ASER/foundational literacy); NEP
2020 reforms (4-yr ITEP). Conclude: accountability chain from NCTE to classroom.

Institutions + technology: CAQM leaning on ISRO for ground-truthing mirrors a wider theme —
statutory bodies need scientific tooling (satellite data, HMIS) to convert mandates into measurable
outcomes.

⇒

Human capital for Viksit Bharat @2047: quality teachers (RTE), an anchored youth (‘Amrit Peedhi’) and
safe newborns (hospital-plus-home) are three ends of the same demographic-dividend argument.

⇒

Strategic autonomy: the India–Belgium defence-and-trade push and India’s SCO/BRICS balancing
both reflect a diversification strategy amid a ‘sombre’, tariff-and-conflict-ridden global order.

⇒
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PRELIMS — 10 MCQS

With reference to the Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM), consider the following
statements:
1. It is a statutory body established under an Act of 2021.
2. It replaced the Environment Pollution (Prevention & Control) Authority.
3. It can impose imprisonment of up to five years for contravening its directions.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Q1

The ‘Amrit Peedhi’, referred to in the context of the Viksit Bharat @2047 vision, denotes:

(a) Farmers producing surplus grain (b) The youth / younger generation

(c) Retired defence personnel (d) Women self-help group members

Q2

Article 21A of the Constitution of India was inserted by which Constitutional Amendment Act?

(a) 73rd Amendment (b) 86th Amendment

(c) 93rd Amendment (d) 101st Amendment

Q3

The Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) is associated with which organisation, and where is it
headquartered?

(a) ASEAN — Jakarta (b) SCO — Tashkent

(c) BRICS — Shanghai (d) SAARC — Kathmandu

Q4

Consider the following pairs of capital cities and countries:
1. Bishkek — Kyrgyzstan
2. Brussels — Belgium
3. Tashkent — Kazakhstan
How many pairs are correctly matched?

(a) Only one (b) Only two

(c) All three (d) None

Q5

The Gadchiroli field trial by SEARCH, cited for a 62.2% reduction in neonatal mortality, is best
associated with:

(a) Facility-based intensive care (b) Home-based neonatal care (HBNC)

(c) Universal immunisation (d) Telemedicine for newborns

Q6

With reference to the Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009, consider the following statements:
1. It mandates 25% reservation for disadvantaged groups at entry level.
2. It originally contained a ‘No-Detention Policy’.
3. It lays down norms for pupil-teacher ratios and school infrastructure.
Which are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Q7

The ‘Shanghai Spirit’, foundational to the SCO, does NOT include which of the following principles?

(a) Mutual trust and mutual benefit (b) Equality and consultation

(c) Collective military alliance against non-
members

(d) Respect for diversity of civilisations

Q8
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ANSWER KEY  &  RATIONALE

QUICK REVIS ION RECAP

The Strait of Hormuz, mentioned as a connectivity chokepoint, connects the Persian Gulf with:

(a) The Red Sea (b) The Gulf of Oman

(c) The Caspian Sea (d) The Arabian Sea directly via Bab-el-Mandeb

Q9

Consider the following statements regarding stubble/farm-fire pollution in Delhi-NCR:
1. Over a whole winter, farm fires contribute no more than about 15% of PM pollution.
2. On certain weeks this share can spike to nearly 44%.
Which of the statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

Q10

CAQM is statutory (Act of 2021), it dissolved the EPCA, and it can impose fines up to ₹1 crore and
imprisonment up to 5 years. All three are correct.

Q1 · (d)

‘Amrit Peedhi’ (‘generation of the nectar’) refers to the youth in the government’s vision of a developed India
by 2047.

Q2 · (b)

The 86th Amendment Act, 2002 inserted Art. 21A (free & compulsory education 6–14), recast Art. 45 and
added Art. 51A(k).

Q3 · (b)

RATS is the security arm of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, headquartered in Tashkent, Uzbekistan.Q4 · (b)

Bishkek–Kyrgyzstan and Brussels–Belgium are correct. Tashkent is the capital of Uzbekistan, not Kazakhstan.
Hence two pairs are correct.

Q5 · (b)

SEARCH’s Gadchiroli trial (The Lancet, 1999) showed trained community health workers providing home-
based neonatal care cut rural neonatal mortality by 62.2%.

Q6 · (b)

All three are correct. The No-Detention clause was diluted by the RTE (Amendment) Act, 2019.Q7 · (d)

The Shanghai Spirit emphasises mutual trust, benefit, equality, consultation, respect for diversity and pursuit
of common development — it is not a collective military alliance.

Q8 · (c)

The Strait of Hormuz links the Persian Gulf to the Gulf of Oman (and onward to the Arabian Sea) — a critical
global oil-transit chokepoint.

Q9 · (b)

Both are correct as per the studies cited: a whole-winter average of ≤15%, spiking to ~44% in peak weeks.Q10 · (c)

CAQM–ISRO: statutory CAQM (Act 2021) seeks ISRO ground-truthing to fix satellite-based stubble-fire
counts before winter; penal powers up to ₹1 cr / 5 yrs.

✦

RTE / SC: teacher-education quality is central to Art. 21A; duty-bearers expanded from five to seven
(adding TEIs & NCTE).

✦

India–Belgium: three govt defence agreements, ~10 private deals (incl. rockets), Defence Attaché in
Brussels, trade to double in 5 years.

✦

Youth: world’s largest youth cohort (65% under 35), 8.7 cr NEET; still no consolidated ‘youth bloc’ — the
‘Amrit Peedhi’.

✦

SCO / Bishkek: 25 years of SCO; Bishkek declaration on terrorism ‘all forms’; India hosts BRICS Sept 12–
13; sombre amid tariffs & Iran war.

✦

Newborns: hospital-plus-home strategy — decongest SNCUs via ASHA-led HBNC (Gadchiroli 62.2%
cut), strengthen units, make them fire-safe.

✦
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PRELIMS TRAP-SETTERS

ANSWER-ENRICHMENT TOOLKIT — QUOTE-READY PHRASES,  DATA & SOURCES

DATA POINTS TO CITE PHRASES FOR INTROS/
CONCLUSIONS

REPORTS / BODIES TO NAME-
DROP

—  End of Edition  ·  4 September 2026—  

CAQM dissolved the EPCA (1998) — it did not replace the Central Pollution Control Board.⚠

Article 21A covers ages 6–14; early-childhood care (below 6) sits in Art. 45 (a DPSP), not in 21A.⚠

Iran joined the SCO in 2023 and Belarus in 2024; India & Pakistan joined in 2017 — don’t confuse the
years.

⚠

Belgium hosts EU & NATO HQ at Brussels; the SCO Secretariat is at Beijing, RATS at Tashkent.⚠

The RTE ‘No-Detention Policy’ was diluted (2019), not part of the original design intent — a common
date trap.

⚠

HBNC is delivered by ASHAs; SNCU is facility-based — the newborn strategy needs both, not one over
the other.

⚠

Farm fires: usually <15% of Delhi-
NCR PM load, but spike to ~44% on
peak weeks.

•

CAQM penalties: fines up to ₹1 crore
& up to 5 years' imprisonment (Act,
2021).

•

NEET youth: ~8.7 crore;
demographic window to ~2055–56.

•

SEARCH HBNC (Lancet, 1999): up to
62% cut in neonatal mortality in
Gadchiroli.

•

“Ground-truthing statutory
mandates with scientific tooling.”

•

“From head-count to human capital
— the Amrit Peedhi as dividend, not
liability.”

•

“Strategic autonomy through
diversified partnerships in a sombre
global order.”

•

“A hospital-plus-home continuum,
not a facility-versus-community
binary.”

•

Bhure Lal / EPCA → CAQM (Act,
2021); ISRO’s Space Applications
Centre.

•

NCTE; NEP 2020 four-year ITEP;
Article 21A (86th Amendment, 2002).

•

SCO: RATS (Tashkent), Secretariat
(Beijing); Bishkek Declaration.

•

NFHS-6; NRHM/NHM; ASHA &
SNCU under the newborn-health
architecture.

•
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