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The Hindu — Analysis SATURDAY, 05 SEPTEMBER 2026

GS 3 S C I E N C E  &  T E C H N O L O GY  ·  S PA C E

EOS-05: India’s First ‘Eye in the Sky’ from Geosynchronous Orbit

W H Y  I N  N E W S

ISRO on Friday successfully launched its advanced earth observation satellite EOS-05 aboard the
GSLV-F17 from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota — its first launch since two successive
failures, and the heaviest satellite ever orbited by the GSLV.

VALUE ADDIT ION — GSLV & ORBITS

GSLV vs PSLV: GSLV (cryogenic upper stage) lifts heavier payloads to high orbits (GTO/GEO); PSLV is
ISRO’s reliable workhorse for LEO/SSO.

GTO / Sub-GTO: An elliptical transfer orbit; the satellite later raises itself to the final geosynchronous orbit
using onboard propulsion.

Geosynchronous vs Geostationary: A geostationary orbit is a special geosynchronous orbit over the
equator (0° inclination) where the satellite appears fixed in the sky.

Cryogenic engine: Uses super-cooled liquid oxygen + liquid hydrogen; higher efficiency but complex —
long a strategic technology denied to India.

P R E L I M S  P O I N T E R S

The GSLV, on its 19th flight, placed the 2,367-kg EOS-05 into the intended sub-geosynchronous
transfer orbit (Sub-GTO) about 18 minutes after lift-off at 2.55 a.m. from the second launch pad.

◆

EOS-05 is India’s  first imaging satellite designed to monitor the earth from geosynchronous
orbit,  about  36,000 km above the earth — allowing near-continuous observation of the same
region.

◆

It  is  the  heaviest  satellite  launched  by  the  GSLV.  From  the  first  GSLV-D1  flight  (1,536-kg
payload), capability rose through structural-mass optimisation and propulsion improvements.

◆

Dubbed  an  “eye  in  the  sky”,  its  near  real-time  imagery  will  aid  agriculture,  environment
monitoring  and  disaster  management,  while  its  strategic  geo-platform  data  will  support
“national activities”.

◆

Key facts: 9-year operational life, multi-band capability; 107th launch from Sriharikota; 3-stage,
51.7 m GSLV with a cryogenic upper stage and lift-off mass of 420.5 tonnes.

◆

The launch ends a drought: no mission had flown since the  PSLV-C62/EOS-N1 failure (12 Jan
2026),  following  the  earlier  PSLV-C61 failure  (18  May  2025),  after  which  ISRO  paused  for  a
cautious review.

◆

It also puts behind the GSLV-F10/EOS-03 (GISAT-1) failure of 12 Aug 2021, when the cryogenic
upper stage did not ignite. EOS-05 (earlier GISAT-1A) effectively replaces the lost EOS-03.

◆
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▪ EOS-05 mass: 2,367 kg — heaviest GSLV payload ▪ Launch vehicle: GSLV-F17 (19th GSLV flight)

▪ Orbit: geosynchronous (~36,000 km) ▪ Site: Second launch pad, SDSC-SHAR, Sriharikota (107th launch)

▪ Uses: agriculture, environment, disaster management ▪ Replaces EOS-03 lost in GSLV-F10 (2021)

‘Eye in the sky’: EOS-05 — India’s first dedicated imaging satellite in geosynchronous orbit. Source: The Hindu

SYLLABUS LINK —  GS Paper III — Awareness in the field of space; achievements of Indians in science & technology;
indigenisation of technology and developing new technology.

◆ ───── ◆ ───── ◆

GS 3 E N V I R O N M E N T  ·  B I O D I V E R S I T Y

Toxic Habitat: Spot-billed Pelican amid Plastic Waste at Krishnampathy
Lake

W H Y  I N  N E W S

A spot-billed pelican was photographed beside a dump of plastic waste in the polluted portion of
Krishnampathy Lake, Coimbatore. Despite public campaigns, waste dumping continues unabated in
the water body, which is visited by several bird species.

The spot-billed pelican (Pelecanus philippensis), also called the grey pelican, is a member of the
pelican family.

◆

It breeds in southern Asia from southern Iran across India east to Indonesia, and is a bird of
large inland and coastal waters, especially large lakes.

◆

Its breeding population is limited to India, Sri Lanka and Cambodia. In the non-breeding season
it is recorded in Nepal, Myanmar, Thailand, Laos and Vietnam.

◆
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VALUE ADDIT ION — URBAN WETLANDS

Why wetlands matter: Ecosystem services: groundwater recharge, flood buffering, carbon storage, and
habitat for waterbirds.

Legal cover: Wetlands (Conservation & Management) Rules, 2017; Ramsar Convention (1971) — India has
90+ Ramsar sites.

Plastic threat: Entanglement, ingestion and micro-plastic accumulation up the food chain; degrades
nesting and foraging grounds.

P R E L I M S  P O I N T E R S

▪ Species: Pelecanus philippensis (grey pelican) ▪ IUCN: Near Threatened

▪ WPA 1972: Schedule IV ▪ Breeding: India, Sri Lanka, Cambodia

▪ Site: Krishnampathy Lake, Coimbatore (TN) ▪ Threat: plastic / solid-waste dumping

‘Toxic habitat’: a spot-billed pelican beside plastic waste at Krishnampathy Lake, Coimbatore. Photo: M. Periasamy / The Hindu

SYLLABUS LINK —  GS Paper III — Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation; biodiversity and wetland ecosystems.

◆ ───── ◆ ───── ◆

GS 3 E N V I R O N M E N T  ·  W I L D L I F E  C O N S E R VAT I O N

Conservation: IUCN — Near Threatened; Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 — Schedule IV (hunting
prohibited, but penalties are lower than the first two schedules).

◆

The episode highlights how unmanaged solid and plastic waste degrades urban wetlands that
serve as critical habitat and stop-over sites for resident and migratory birds.

◆
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Toxic Pond in Haryana Puts Rare Turtles at Risk

W H Y  I N  N E W S

The Shri Guru Gorakhnath Community Reserve at Kajalheri village (Fatehabad, Haryana) — a haven
for hundreds of rare turtles — has allegedly turned into a toxic habitat because of untreated sewage
and official neglect, forcing the turtles to flee across fields and roads.

RED-CROWNED ROOFED TURTLE

Species: Batagur kachuga — one of 24 turtle species endemic to India; breeding males show bright red,
yellow, white and blue on face & neck.

Range: Ganges & Brahmaputra basins; the National Chambal (Gharial) Sanctuary holds the only significant
population.

Status: IUCN — Critically Endangered · WPA — Schedule I · CITES — Appendix II.

INDIAN (GANGES)  SOFTSHELL  TURTLE

Species: Family Trionychidae — flexible, leathery shell; carapace smooth, olive/green with a yellow
border.

Range: Major rivers — Ganges, Indus, Mahanadi — plus lakes, ponds and canals.

Status: IUCN — Endangered · WPA — Schedule I.

INDIAN PEACOCK SOFTSHELL  TURTLE

Range: South Asia — India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan; rivers, lakes, ponds and revered temple ponds.

Threat: Large-scale exploitation for consumption and export to East Asia for food and traditional use.

Status: IUCN — Endangered (populations declining drastically).

P R E L I M S  P O I N T E R S

Notified in 2019, the reserve hosts an estimated 150–200 Indian softshell, red-crowned roofed
and Indian peacock turtles — species protected under  Schedule I of the WPA, on a par with
tigers and rhinos, and listed as threatened on the IUCN Red List.

◆

Contaminated water is reportedly causing skin lesions, fungal infections and blindness among
softshell turtles; many have been crushed by vehicles while crossing to the nearby Kishangarh
canal.

◆

A  criminal  case  under  the  WPA has  been  sought  against  wildlife  officials  and  panchayat
functionaries; the department’s action plan (diverting sewage, fencing, raised nesting mounds) is
delayed until after the monsoon and release of funds.

◆

Locals allege official apathy and diversion of earlier-allotted funds; chemical-laden village waste
is said to have polluted the pond.

◆
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▪ Reserve: Shri Guru Gorakhnath Community Reserve (2019) ▪ Location: Kajalheri, Fatehabad, Haryana

▪ Batagur kachuga: Critically Endangered, Sch I ▪ All three species: WPA Schedule I

▪ Community Reserves: added by WLPA Amendment, 2002

▪ Nearby: Kishangarh canal, Chambal Sanctuary link

The reserve is home to an estimated 150–200 softshell, red-crowned roofed and Indian peacock turtles. Source: The Hindu

SYLLABUS LINK —  GS Paper III — Conservation of biodiversity, protected-area categories (Community Reserves) and species
protection under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

◆ ───── ◆ ───── ◆

GS 2 G O V E R N A N C E  ·  S O C I A L  J U S T I C E

NCPCR Campaign Rescues Over 3,800 Children from Child Labour

W H Y  I N  N E W S

The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) rescued over 3,800 children from
child labour under a sustained ‘Pan-India Rescue and Rehabilitation’ campaign; over 575 FIRs were
registered.

The special  “Pan-India Rescue and Rehabilitation” campaign ran from  12 June to 31 August,
coordinated with State/UT administrations, district magistrates, labour departments and police.

◆

The NCPCR is a statutory body under the Ministry of Women & Child Development, established
under the Commissions for Protection of Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005.

◆

It inquires into complaints under the Right to Education Act, 2009 and monitors implementation
of the POCSO Act, 2012.

◆
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VALUE ADDIT ION — CHILD PROTECTION ARCHITECTURE

NCPCR: Set up in 2007 under the CPCR Act, 2005; a statutory (not constitutional) body under MWCD.

Key law: Child Labour (Prohibition & Regulation) Act, 1986 — amended 2016: bans employment of children
below 14 and adolescents (14–18) in hazardous work.

Rescue link: Operation Muskaan / PENCIL portal support identification, rescue and rehabilitation of
working and trafficked children.

P R E L I M S  P O I N T E R S

▪ NCPCR: statutory body under MWCD (CPCR Act, 2005) ▪ Children rescued: 3,800+ · FIRs: 575+

▪ Campaign: 12 Jun – 31 Aug ▪ Monitors POCSO Act, 2012

▪ Art 24: no child below 14 in factories/mines ▪ Art 21A: RTE for 6–14 age group

NCPCR’s Pan-India campaign ran from 12 June to 31 August. Source: The Hindu

SYLLABUS LINK —  GS Paper II — Statutory bodies; mechanisms, laws and institutions for the protection of vulnerable sections
(children).

◆ ───── ◆ ───── ◆

GS 2 P O L I T Y  ·  J U D I C I A RY

Constitutional  backing  for  child  protection:  Art  21 (life,  liberty,  privacy),  Art  21A (free  &
compulsory education, 6–14 yrs),  Art 14 & 15 (equality, non-discrimination),  Art 23 & 24 (against
exploitation & child labour), and Art 39(f) (DPSP — healthy development of children).

◆
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SC Pushes to Raise Retirement Age in District Judiciary as Backlog Tops 5
Crore

W H Y  I N  N E W S

With about 5.18 crore cases pending in district courts, a Supreme Court Bench headed by CJI Surya
Kant called it the “crying need of the hour” to raise the retirement age of judicial officers from 60
to 62, to stop the attrition of experienced judicial talent.

VALUE ADDIT ION — DISTRICT  JUDICIARY

Appointment: District judges are appointed by the Governor in consultation with the High Court (Art
233); Art 233–237 govern the subordinate judiciary.

Retirement ages: Supreme Court judges — 65; High Court judges — 62; district judiciary — set by State
service rules (this case seeks 60→62).

Pendency: ~5.18 crore cases pending in district courts; vacancies and delayed appointments are key
drivers of backlog.

AIJS: A proposed All-India Judicial Service (Art 312) aims at a common, merit-based recruitment for the
subordinate judiciary.

P R E L I M S  P O I N T E R S

▪ Backlog: ~5.18 crore in district courts ▪ Proposed retirement age: 60 → 62

▪ SC Bench: CJI Surya Kant (order of 1 Sept) ▪ States agreeing: 7 (CG, KA, MP, MH, SK, TN, WB)

▪ Art 233–237: subordinate judiciary ▪ Next hearing: 1 October

Only  seven  States have  responded  positively  —  Chhattisgarh,  Karnataka,  Madhya  Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal — agreeing to enhance the retirement age.

◆

The three-judge Bench (order  of  1  September)  directed these States  to  amend service  rules
within  two months;  enhancement to 62 is  subject to a  suitability assessment on the officer
attaining 60.

◆

Other States and UTs — ranging from a direct ‘no’ to fence-sitting — were directed to decide
within two weeks.

◆

Their hesitation stems from fears of a financial burden and parity demands from other services;
the  Bench  held  these  apprehensions  “entirely  misconceived”,  noting  judicial  officers  do  a
specialised service.

◆

Citing a 1992 precedent, the Court reasoned that retaining officers till 62 avoids the “double-
spend” of paying both pensions/retiral dues and fresh salaries. The case was listed again for  1
October.

◆
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The SC’s 1 September order urges States to amend service rules within two months. Source: The Hindu

SYLLABUS LINK —  GS Paper II — Structure, organisation and functioning of the judiciary; issues relating to the subordinate
judiciary and pendency.

◆ ───── ◆ ───── ◆

GS 2 I N T E R N AT I O N A L  R E L AT I O N S  ·  W E S T  A S I A

The Gulf is Calling: India, the Mecca Pact and a Rewired West Asia

W H Y  I N  N E W S

In a commentary, Shashi Tharoor argues that the Mecca Joint Defence Agreement — binding Saudi
Arabia, Türkiye and Pakistan into a collective-defence arrangement — signals a structural rewrite
of West Asia’s security order, and that India must shift from ‘multi-alignment’ to becoming an
active security guarantor.

India’s traditional doctrine treated the ‘Middle East’ as an  economic hinterland — a source of
crude oil,  a  destination for  labour and a  conduit  for  remittances — defaulting to  hedging /
‘multi-alignment’ among Riyadh, Tehran, Tel Aviv and Abu Dhabi without security commitments.

◆

The  Mecca Agreement links  Gulf capital, Turkish defence technology and Pakistani military
manpower,  creating a security architecture near India’s  western maritime doorstep — often
with actors whose interests run counter to India’s.

◆

Stakes for India: its trade routes, energy security and the welfare of millions of Indian citizens
in the Gulf; continued reliance on legacy diplomacy risks India being “marginalised”.

◆

The prescription: evolve from a passive beneficiary of regional stability into an active guarantor
— projecting hard power into the western Indian Ocean.

◆

Focus areas: naval patrols and maritime partnerships across key  choke points — the Strait of
Hormuz, Gulf of Oman, Gulf of Aden and Bab-el-Mandeb — plus minilateral defence frameworks
with partners like the UAE and Israel as a counterweight, without rigid Cold-War-style alliances.

◆
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VALUE ADDIT ION — MARIT IME CHOKEPOINTS & FRAMEWORKS

Strait of Hormuz: Gateway between the Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman; ~a fifth of global oil passes
through it.

Bab-el-Mandeb: Connects the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden/Indian Ocean; vital for Suez-bound trade.

Indian diaspora: ~9 million Indians in the Gulf are India’s largest overseas community and a top remittance
source.

Minilaterals: I2U2 (India-Israel-UAE-US) and IMEC (India–Middle East–Europe Corridor) anchor India’s
West Asia strategy.

P R E L I M S  P O I N T E R S

▪ Mecca Pact: Saudi Arabia + Türkiye + Pakistan ▪ India’s old approach: ‘multi-alignment’

▪ Key straits: Hormuz, Oman, Aden, Bab-el-Mandeb ▪ Author: Shashi Tharoor (MP, Thiruvananthapuram)

▪ Shift sought: passive beneficiary → active guarantor ▪ Partners cited: UAE, Israel (minilaterals)

‘The Gulf is calling and New Delhi must listen’ — a changing West Asia demands an assertive Indian role. Source: The Hindu

SYLLABUS LINK —  GS Paper II — India and its neighbourhood / West Asia; bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements
affecting India’s interests.

◆ ───── ◆ ───── ◆

GS 3 E N V I R O N M E N T  ·  C L I M AT E  C H A N G E
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Warning on Warming: UNEP’s ‘Limiting Overshoot’ and India’s Victim
Mindset

W H Y  I N  N E W S

The UN Environment Programme’s report ‘Limiting Overshoot’ warns that breaching the 1.5°C limit
would bring irreversible losses that adaptation cannot undo — and suggests India must shed its
‘victim mindset’ while acting on climate change.

VALUE ADDIT ION — CLIMATE  DIPLOMACY

Global Methane Pledge: Launched at COP26 (2021); voluntary; targets a 30% cut in methane below 2020
levels by 2030.

1.5°C / overshoot: The Paris aspirational limit; ‘overshoot’ means crossing and later returning below it —
riskier and costlier.

Methane sources: Agriculture (livestock, paddy), fossil-fuel leaks and landfills; short-lived but far more
potent than CO₂.

COP31: Scheduled in Türkiye in November; adaptation finance and equity likely flashpoints.

P R E L I M S  P O I N T E R S

▪ Report: UNEP ‘Limiting Overshoot’ ▪ Pledged path → 1.8°C; current policies → 2.6°C

▪ Methane ≈ 0.5°C of current warming ▪ Global Methane Pledge: 155+ countries (India not in)

▪ Target: −30% methane vs 2020 by 2030 ▪ COP31: Türkiye, November

Even if all  countries deliver their current pledges today, the globe is poised to heat  1.8°C;  on
current policies, 2.6°C.

◆

The report describes an “overshoot, peak and decline” pathway — temperatures may cross 1.5°C,
but the peak must be held as low as possible and brought back below the limit by century-end.

◆

New emphasis on non-CO₂ gases: methane, responsible for about  0.5°C of current warming, is
the most effective lever to slow near-term warming.

◆

Over 155 countries have joined the Global Methane Pledge (cut anthropogenic methane at least
30% below 2020 levels by 2030) — India is not among them.

◆

Nepal’s Foreign Minister Shisir Khanal said major emitters — China, the US and India — must
weigh  their  impact  on  small  countries  (against  the  backdrop  of  the  Bhotekoshi  disaster).  A
section of the world now sees India as part of the problem, despite its below-average per-capita
emissions.

◆

The takeaway: India should calibrate its messaging, take such perceptions seriously and adapt to
the reality of a 1.5°C world rather than lean only on the victim narrative.

◆
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‘Warning on warming’: India must shed its victim mindset while acting on climate change. Source: The Hindu (editorial)

SYLLABUS LINK —  GS Paper III — Conservation and climate change; international conventions, agreements and India’s climate
diplomacy.

◆ ───── ◆ ───── ◆

GS 2 G O V E R N A N C E  ·  H E A LT H  &  W O M E N

Out of the Neglect Bin: India’s First Perimenopause–Menopause Policies

W H Y  I N  N E W S

Tamil Nadu and Karnataka have announced dedicated perimenopause/menopause policies —
moving women’s mid-life health out of the ‘neglect bin’ and into routine government health care.

Women’s health care has focused largely on the reproductive age group; menopause symptoms,
though often severe and debilitating, leave women to ‘just endure’ for want of access.

◆

On 4 August, Karnataka (Health Minister U.T. Khader) introduced ‘Ruthu Thare’, described as the
country’s first dedicated women’s health policy focused on perimenopause and menopause.

◆

Tamil Nadu’s Health Minister announced a perimenopausal care policy (17 August) to enable early
identification of health needs through PHCs and higher centres.

◆

Menopause is the permanent end of menstrual periods and reproductive ability (confirmed after
12  consecutive  months  without  a  cycle),  driven  by  falling  oestrogen  and  progesterone.  The
perimenopausal transition brings irregular periods and bodily changes over years.

◆

Common symptoms: hot flashes, sleep trouble, extreme mood changes, joint pain, debility and
fatigue.

◆

Both  States  plan  outreach  screening,  counselling,  well-women  screening and  referrals  to
district hospitals — a progressive step whose impact depends on implementation and on greater
awareness among medical professionals.

◆
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VALUE ADDIT ION — WOMEN’S  HEALTH IN  INDIA

The gap: Non-communicable conditions of mid-life (menopause, osteoporosis) are under-served by
systems geared to maternal & child health.

Delivery: Sub-centres, PHCs and ASHA/ANM workers are the frontline; ‘well-women’ clinics extend care
beyond reproduction.

Why it matters: Rising life expectancy means women spend a third of life post-menopause — a public-
health and productivity issue.

P R E L I M S  P O I N T E R S

▪ Karnataka: ‘Ruthu Thare’ (4 Aug) — a first ▪ Tamil Nadu: perimenopausal care policy (17 Aug)

▪ Menopause: 12 months without a cycle ▪ Hormones: falling oestrogen & progesterone

▪ Delivery: PHCs, well-women screening ▪ Focus: mid-life women’s health care

‘Out of neglect bin’: the perimenopausal policy will ease access to care for women in midlife. Source: The Hindu (editorial)

SYLLABUS LINK —  GS Paper II — Issues relating to the development and management of the health sector; welfare measures for
women and vulnerable sections.

Practice Zone
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G S  2  ·  I R

G S  3  ·  E N V I R O N M E N T

P R E L I M S  ·  M A I N S  ·  R E V I S I O N

M A I N S  —  M O D E L  Q U E S T I O N S

The signing of the Mecca Joint Defence Agreement signals a structural rewrite of West Asia’s
security order. In this context, examine why India may need to move from a doctrine of ‘multi-
alignment’ to that of an active security guarantor in its western maritime neighbourhood. (250
words)

मक्का संयुक्त रक्षा समझौते पर हस्ताक्षर प�श्चिम ए�शिया की सुरक्षा व्यवस्था के संरचनात्मक पुन�र्लेखन का संकेत हैं। इस संद�र्भ में परीक्षण
की�जिए �क �ारत को ‘बहु-संरेखण’ की नी�त से हटकर अपने प�श्चिमी सामु�द्रिक पड़ोस में एक स�क्रिय सुरक्षा गारंटर की �ू�मका क्याें अपनानी
पड़ सकती है। (250 शिब्द)

A P P R O A C H  /  S K E L E T O N

Intro: define ‘multi-alignment’ and India’s traditional economic-hinterland view of West Asia.

Body-1: what the Mecca Pact changes — Gulf capital + Turkish tech + Pakistani manpower near India’s
doorstep.

Body-2: stakes — energy, trade choke points (Hormuz, Bab-el-Mandeb), ~9 million diaspora, remittances.

Body-3: the ‘active guarantor’ shift — naval patrols, logistics access, minilaterals (I2U2, UAE, Israel).

Conclude: balance strategic deterrence with autonomy — no rigid Cold-War-style alliances.

“India can no longer afford a ‘victim mindset’ on climate change.” Critically examine
this proposition in light of the UNEP ‘Limiting Overshoot’ report and India’s position on the Global
Methane Pledge. (250 words)

“�ारत अब जि�वायु प�रवतर्भन पर ‘पी�ड़त मान�सकता’ का जिो�खम नहीं उठा सकता।” UNEP की ‘���म�टंग ओवरशिूट’ �रपोटर्भ तथा वै�श्विक
मीथेन प्र�तज्ञा पर �ारत के रुख के आ�ोक में इस कथन का आ�ोचनात्मक परीक्षण की�जिए। (250 शिब्द)

A P P R O A C H  /  S K E L E T O N

Intro: 1.5°C limit; ‘overshoot, peak and decline’ pathway; pledged 1.8°C vs policy 2.6°C.

Body-1: the victim narrative — low per-capita emissions, historical responsibility, adaptation finance.

Body-2: why it is challenged — India as a large absolute emitter; methane (~0.5°C) and the Pledge India skips.

Body-3: costs & opportunities — clean-energy leadership, calibrated messaging, credibility at COP31.

Conclude: reconcile equity with responsibility — shed defensiveness without abandoning CBDR-RC.

P R E L I M S  —  1 0  M C Q S

Q1. With reference to the EOS-05 mission, consider the following statements:
1. It was launched aboard the PSLV.
2. It is India’s first imaging satellite designed to operate from geosynchronous orbit.
3. It is the heaviest satellite ever launched by the GSLV.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1 and 2 onlyA.
2 and 3 onlyB.
1 and 3 onlyC.
1, 2 and 3D.
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Q2. The cryogenic upper stage, associated with the recent GSLV launch, typically uses which propellant
combination?

Q3. The spot-billed pelican, recently in news, has which of the following conservation profiles?

Q4. Consider the following pairs of turtle species and their IUCN status:
1. Red-crowned roofed turtle — Critically Endangered
2. Indian softshell turtle — Endangered
3. Indian peacock softshell turtle — Endangered
How many of the pairs are correctly matched?

Q5. ‘Community Reserves’, one of which features in the Haryana turtle controversy, were introduced into
Indian law by which amendment?

Q6. The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) is:

Q7. Consider the following constitutional provisions relating to children:
1. Article 21A — free and compulsory education for children aged 6–14.
2. Article 24 — prohibition of employment of children below 14 in factories and mines.
3. Article 39(f) — a Directive Principle on the healthy development of children.
Which of the statements are correct?

Q8. Regarding the Supreme Court’s recent push on the district judiciary, which statement is correct?

Liquid oxygen and keroseneA.
Solid ammonium perchlorateB.
Liquid oxygen and liquid hydrogenC.
Unsymmetrical dimethylhydrazine and nitrogen tetroxideD.

IUCN: Endangered; WPA Schedule IA.
IUCN: Near Threatened; WPA Schedule IVB.
IUCN: Vulnerable; WPA Schedule IIC.
IUCN: Least Concern; not listed under WPAD.

Only oneA.
Only twoB.
All threeC.
NoneD.

The Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Act, 1991A.
The Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Act, 2002B.
The Biological Diversity Act, 2002C.
The Forest (Conservation) Amendment Act, 1988D.

A constitutional body under Article 338A.
A statutory body under the CPCR Act, 2005B.
An executive body under NITI AayogC.
A body created by the POCSO Act, 2012D.

1 and 2 onlyA.
2 and 3 onlyB.
1 and 3 onlyC.
1, 2 and 3D.

It seeks to raise the retirement age of district judges from 60 to 62 years.A.
It seeks to raise the retirement age of High Court judges from 62 to 65 years.B.
It abolishes the suitability assessment for judicial officers.C.
It directs the Union to create an All-India Judicial Service within two months.D.
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Q9. The ‘Global Methane Pledge’, referenced in the UNEP report, aims to:

Q10. ‘Ruthu Thare’, recently in the news, is best described as:

A N S W E R  K E Y  &  R A T I O N A L E

Q1 — Ans: B. EOS-05 flew on the GSLV-F17, not the PSLV (so 1 is wrong). It is India’s first imaging satellite from
geosynchronous orbit and, at 2,367 kg, the heaviest GSLV payload — hence 2 and 3 are correct.

Q2 — Ans: C. A cryogenic stage burns super-cooled liquid oxygen (oxidiser) with liquid hydrogen (fuel), giving
high specific impulse. It powers the GSLV’s upper stage.

Q3 — Ans: B. The spot-billed pelican (Pelecanus philippensis) is IUCN ‘Near Threatened’ and listed under
Schedule IV of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

Q4 — Ans: C. All three are correct: Batagur kachuga is Critically Endangered, while both the Indian softshell and
the Indian peacock softshell turtles are Endangered.

Q5 — Ans: B. Conservation Reserves and Community Reserves were added as protected-area categories by the
Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Act, 2002.

Q6 — Ans: B. The NCPCR is a statutory body set up in 2007 under the Commissions for Protection of Child Rights
Act, 2005, functioning under the Ministry of Women & Child Development.

Q7 — Ans: D. All three are correctly stated. Art 21A (RTE), Art 24 (against child labour in hazardous work) and Art
39(f) (DPSP) together frame child protection.

Q8 — Ans: A. The Court urged States to raise the retirement age of district-judiciary officers from 60 to 62,
subject to a suitability assessment at age 60 — to curb attrition amid a 5.18-crore backlog.

Q9 — Ans: A. The Global Methane Pledge (launched at COP26) is a voluntary commitment to reduce
anthropogenic methane emissions at least 30% below 2020 levels by 2030. India has not joined it.

Q10 — Ans: B. ‘Ruthu Thare’ was introduced by Karnataka as the country’s first dedicated women’s health policy
with a strong focus on perimenopause and menopause.

Q U I C K  R E V I S I O N  R E C A P

Cut methane emissions at least 30% below 2020 levels by 2030A.
Achieve net-zero methane by 2050B.
Ban all agricultural methane sources by 2040C.
Cut methane 50% below 1990 levels by 2035D.

A tribal land-rights scheme in OdishaA.
India’s first dedicated women’s health policy focused on perimenopause and menopauseB.
A river-rejuvenation mission in KarnatakaC.
A Central scheme for adolescent girlsD.

EOS-05: 2,367-kg imaging satellite in
geosynchronous orbit; heaviest GSLV payload;
GSLV-F17, 19th GSLV flight; ends launch drought.

◆

Spot-billed pelican: Pelecanus philippensis; IUCN
Near Threatened; WPA Schedule IV; polluted
Krishnampathy Lake, Coimbatore.

◆

Haryana turtles: Kajalheri Community Reserve
(2019); Batagur kachuga (Critically Endangered) +
two softshell species; all WPA Schedule I.

◆

NCPCR: Statutory body (CPCR Act, 2005) under
MWCD; 3,800+ children rescued; monitors POCSO
& RTE.

◆
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P R E L I M S  T R A P- S E T T E R S

C O N N E C T  T H E  D O T S

S TAT I C  ↔  C U R R E N T  L I N K A G E

District judiciary: SC urges retirement age 60→62;
5.18-crore backlog; 7 States agree; next hearing 1
October.

◆

Mecca Pact: Saudi Arabia + Türkiye + Pakistan;
India urged to become an active security
guarantor across Gulf choke points.

◆

UNEP report: ‘Limiting Overshoot’; methane ≈
0.5°C; Global Methane Pledge (155+ states, India
out); COP31 in Türkiye.

◆

Menopause policy: Karnataka ‘Ruthu Thare’ + TN
policy; first dedicated mid-life women’s health
push via PHCs.

◆

Geosynchronous ≠ geostationary: a geostationary orbit is a geosynchronous orbit at 0° inclination over the
equator.

⚠

GSLV (cryogenic, heavy/high orbits) vs PSLV (workhorse, LEO/SSO) — EOS-05 flew on the GSLV, not the
PSLV.

⚠

Spot-billed pelican is Schedule IV (not I); the Haryana turtles are Schedule I — don’t swap them.⚠

Only Batagur kachuga is Critically Endangered; the two softshell turtles are Endangered.⚠

NCPCR is statutory (CPCR Act, 2005), not constitutional — the National Commission for SCs (Art 338) is the
constitutional one.

⚠

India has NOT joined the Global Methane Pledge, though 155+ countries have.⚠

Retirement ages: SC judges 65, HC judges 62; the current push is to take district-judiciary officers 60→62.⚠

Community Reserves & Conservation Reserves came via the WLPA Amendment, 2002 — not the original 1972
Act.

⚠

Environment thread: the pelican, the Haryana turtles and the UNEP report together test wetland pollution,
species protection (WPA schedules, IUCN, CITES) and climate diplomacy — a favourite prelims + mains
overlap.

⇄

Governance thread: NCPCR (children) and the menopause policy (women) both show the State extending
routine, rights-based welfare to under-served groups — link to Articles 21, 21A, 23-24, 39(f).

⇄

Strategic thread: EOS-05’s ‘strategic geo-platform data’ and the Mecca-Pact commentary both point to
India’s push for autonomy and hard-power presence in its extended neighbourhood.

⇄

EOS-05 / GSLV: Space programme — launch
vehicles (PSLV/GSLV/SSLV), cryogenics, remote
sensing (IRS series).

◆

Spot-billed pelican: Wetland ecosystems, Ramsar
Convention, WPA schedules, urban lake pollution.

◆

Haryana turtles: Protected-area categories —
Conservation & Community Reserves (WLPA
2002); CITES appendices.

◆

NCPCR: Statutory bodies for vulnerable sections;
POCSO, RTE, child-labour law; Fundamental
Rights & DPSP.

◆

District judiciary: Subordinate judiciary (Art 233–
237); judicial reforms, pendency, AIJS (Art 312).

◆

Mecca Pact / West Asia: India–West Asia
relations; maritime security, chokepoints;
minilaterals (I2U2, IMEC).

◆

UNEP report: UNFCCC, Paris Agreement, CBDR-
RC, COP process; SLCPs and the Global Methane
Pledge.

◆

Menopause policy: Health-sector management;
NCDs; women & vulnerable-group welfare;
primary health care.

◆
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P R E L I M S  B Y T E S  —  R A P I D  FA C T S

E T H I C S  &  E S S AY  —  T H O U G H T  F O R  T H E  D AY

“The greatest danger of technology is not that machines may begin to think like humans, but that
humans may stop thinking.”
प्रौद्यो�गकी का सबसे बड़ा खतरा यह नहीं �क मशिीनें मनुष्याें की तरह सोचने �गेंगी, ब��क यह है �क मनुष्य सोचना बंद कर सकते हैं।

“Convenience makes life easier; resilience makes life possible.”
सु�वधाएँ जिीवन को आसान बनाती हैं, परन्तु �ची�ापन जिीवन को सं�व बनाता है।

“The future belongs to the prepared.”
��वष्य तैयार �ोगाें का होता है।

◆    E N D  O F  E D I T I O N   ◆

SDSC-SHAR, Sriharikota is India’s primary spaceport; it has two operational launch pads.▸

CITES uses three Appendices; Appendix I = strictest trade ban, Appendix III = a State’s own request for
cooperation.

▸

IUCN Red List (least to most threatened): LC → NT → VU → EN → CR → EW → EX.▸

Schedule I of the WPA gives the highest protection; hunting attracts the stiffest penalties.▸

Methane is a Short-Lived Climate Pollutant (SLCP) — potent but shorter-lived than CO₂.▸

Bab-el-Mandeb (‘Gate of Grief’) links the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden; a key Suez-route chokepoint.▸

Perimenopause is the transition phase; menopause is confirmed after 12 period-free months.▸

The CPCR Act, 2005 created both the NCPCR and the State Commissions (SCPCRs).▸
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