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A dense polity-heavy edition. Anchor topics: the Delhi building collapse (disaster & rehabilitation), the
MP hooch tragedy (methanol chemistry & Art 47), judicial integrity at the Rajasthan HC, ISRO’s EOS-05
geosynchronous imaging satellite, the 18th BRICS Summit in New Delhi, the political economy of UCT
schemes, and the FRA ‘gram-sabha consent’ controversy. Master the Prelims Trap-Setters at the end —

ethanol vs methanol and geosynchronous vs sun-synchronous are classic UPSC bait.
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m Disaster Management

Building Collapse in Delhi & the Case for Rehabilitation

WHY IN NEWS
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Five persons were killed when a five-storey building housing college students collapsed in Satya Niketan
near Delhi University’s South Campus — a densely populated hub for paying-guest accommodation.

Of the 11 people pulled out of the debris, four were declared brought dead at AIIMS and one died
later of critical injuries.

An FIR under Sections 105, 290 and 125(a) of the BNS was filed against the building owner, Hariram
Bansal, and others.

The structure — a basement plus five floors housing the PG ‘Hostel Daze’ — was at least 50 years old;
residents said nearly 30 students were staying there and repair work was under way in the
basement.

India’s rapid urban expansion after the 2000s was not matched by infrastructure maintenance,
leaving cities with ageing buildings, weak structural monitoring, poor enforcement of safety norms
and inadequate rehabilitation policies.

Building rehabilitation refers to the repair, strengthening, retrofitting, renovation or redevelopment
of ageing or structurally weak buildings to improve safety and extend usable life — unlike demolition,
it preserves infrastructure wherever technically feasible while ensuring public safety.

Five killed as building
housing students
collapses in Delhi

Shrimansi Kaushik
NEW DELHI

Five persons were killed
when a five-storey building
housing college students
collapsed on Sunday in Sa-
tya Niketan, a densely pop-
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ulated hub for paying guest
accommodation near the
South Campus of Delhi Un-
iversity.

Of the 11 people pulled
out of the debris, four were
declared brought dead at
the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences. One was
in critical condition and
died later.

A first information re-
port under Sections 105,
290 and 125 (a) of the BNS
has been filed against the
building owner, Hariram
Bansal, and others.

The building housed a
PG accommodation
named Hnctel Naze Roci-

‘ 3 7.5\
Rescue workers at the site on
Sunday. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

dents said the structure,
comprising a basement
and five floors, was at least
50 years old. They added
that nearly 30 students
were staying in the build-
ing. Repair work was un-
der way in the basement,
the police said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
RELATED REPORTS ON

waAse

‘Five killed as building housing students collapses in Delhi” — The Hindu, Page 1.

NDRF and rescue teams clear debris at the collapse site in Satya Niketan.
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WHY DO BUILDINGS COLLAPSE?
Ageing infrastructure — many buildings exceed their designed life without any structural audit.

Weak municipal enforcement — unsafe buildings are flagged but evacuation orders are poorly
implemented.

Illegal construction — unauthorised additions weaken structural stability.
Poor maintenance culture — focus on building new assets over maintaining existing ones.

Climate change — extreme rainfall, urban flooding and heat stress accelerate deterioration.

PRELIMS POINTERS

NDMA issues disaster-risk-reduction guidelines including structural-safety measures.

National Building Code (NBC), 2016 provides standards for design, construction, fire safety and

maintenance.

Per NDMA assessments, poor maintenance sharply raises disaster risk during heavy rainfall, earthquakes
and cyclones.

WAY FORWARD / ANALYSIS

A dedicated programme should identify, repair and retrofit unsafe public and private buildings; periodic
structural audits must be made compulsory for ageing buildings; and Al, drones, IoT sensors and GIS
mapping can enable real-time monitoring of structural health, with greater financial and technical
support to Urban Local Bodies.

Syllabus Link — GS Il — Disaster and disaster management; infrastructure. GS | — Urbanisation and associated problems.

m Governance & Health
Spurious Liquor Deaths in Madhya Pradesh

WHY IN NEWS

At least 11 people died after consuming spurious liquor in Sagar district of Madhya Pradesh; the Chief
Minister ordered a probe and action was initiated against excise and police officials for negligence.

Victims fell ill across four villages — Nauraj, Gogra Khurd, Bamura and Patan; post-mortems
indicated that consumption of methyl alcohol may have caused the deaths.

The State suspended three excise officials and two police officers, relieved one excise official and
transferred her; 12 suspects were detained.

Under Directions of CM Mohan Yadav, the government launched a police investigation and the State
Excise Commissioner said action was taken against four officials for failing to act on earlier
complaints about spurious-liquor sale.
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Spurious liquor kills 11
in M.P; CM orders probe

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

At least 11 people died after

. \
consuming spurious liquor ;

in Sagar district of Madhya
Pradesh on Sunday,

Narendra Solanki, Addi-
tonal Superintendent of
Police of Sagar, told The
Hindu that those who fell
ill were hospitalised, “But
all are out of danger now,”
he said.

Officials said that early
on Sunday, people fell ill in
four villages — Naura), Go-

gra Khurd, Bamura, and
Patan

Sagar Collector Pratibla
Pal said the post-mortem

minations were still un
der way and the adminis
tration was on the lookout
for people who had fallen
L. Ms, Pal said a few post-
mortem examinations in
dicated that consumption
of methyl alcohol may
have caused the deaths
“Interactions with local pe
ople indicated that the
deaths occurred after they

t on Sunday, He died in the hospital AN PUGY

(victims) consumed Hllegal,
spurious liquor,” she said.

Followlng  directions
from Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav, the State govern
ment Lunched a police o
vestigation,  suspended
three excise officials and
two police officers, and re-
lieved one excise official
from duty and transfervred
her

Speaking in New Delhi,
Mr. Yadav termed the
deaths “extremely distress
ing and unfortunate” and
said “no guilty party will
be spared”

Deepak  Saxena, the
State Excise Commission:
er, told The Hindu that ac-
tion had been taken
against four officlals for se
rious negligence and for
failing to act on recent
complaints about the sale
of spurious liquor in some
villages of the district

Sagar Superintendent of
Police Anurag Sujania said
12 suspects had been de
tained and were being
questioned

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

‘Spurious liquor kills 11 in M.P,; CM orders probe’ — The Hindu, Page 1.

THE CHEMISTRY: ETHANOL VS METHANOL

Spurious liquor is illegally manufactured or adulterated alcohol; ‘hooch’ is homemade/bootleg liquor,

often cheap and harmful.

Ethanol (C2HsOH) is the psychoactive alcohol in beverages; metabolised in the liver/stomach by ADH
to acetaldehyde, then by ALDH to acetate.

The danger arises when ethanol is substituted with, or contaminated by, methanol — added illicitly to

increase potency or volume.

Methanol is metabolised into formic acid and formaldehyde, both highly toxic.

PRELIMS POINTERS

Methanol poisoning — blindness (optic-nerve damage), organ failure (liver, kidneys), neurological
damage (seizures, coma) and death.

> Alcohol content: ~5% in beer to ~40% in distilled spirits (vodka, whiskey).

> Article 47 (DPSP): the State shall endeavour to bring about prohibition of intoxicating drinks and drugs
injurious to health, except for medicinal purposes.

WAY FORWARD / ANALYSIS

Alcohol is a State subject, so taxation, pricing and prohibition vary widely; prohibition in States like
Gujarat and Bihar and frequent policy shifts create a complex environment that can push demand toward
the illicit market. Robust enforcement, rapid methanol-detection kits, awareness drives and swift medical
response (fomepizole/ethanol antidote, dialysis) are key to preventing hooch tragedies.

Syllabus Link — GS Il — Government policies & interventions; issues relating to health. GS Il — Science & Technology (basic

chemistry of alcohols).

m Polity & Judiciary

Judicial Integrity — A Case the Court Cannot Ignore

THE HINDU ANALYSIS -:07 SEPTEMBER 2026
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WHY IN NEWS

Serious allegations against the Acting Chief Justice of the Rajasthan High Court have surfaced through
letters written by a sitting Supreme Court judge to the CJI seeking the ACJ's immediate transfer —
reviving concerns over judicial accountability.

SC judge Justice Sandeep Mehta wrote three letters (Aug 2, 10, 17) to the CJI seeking the immediate
transfer of Rajasthan HC Acting CJ Justice Sanjeev Prakash Sharma; the contents are now partly in
the public domain.

The letters refer to alleged victimisation of judges, maladministration, improper ‘shifting of cases’
to his Bench and nepotism in appointments to the Permanent Lok Adalat, plus misuse of power as
‘master of the roster’.

A High Court functioning under an Acting CJ for a long period — here about 11 months — is not a
good institutional gesture; on Aug 31 the SC Collegium recommended Justice Sanjay Agrawal as the
new CJ of the Rajasthan HC.

The CJI reportedly said the allegations could not be treated as findings and ‘must be dealt with
strictly through the established institutional mechanism’.

Judicial integrity — a case the Court cannot ignore

Abtnrss s e Actrg P Cinrt indingly ot Agromal W re | focveaSition. As Lrmyer [vishest Hrashin b1
s
& 4
L e 11
o ] . o
" s ’

‘Judicial integrity — a case the Court cannot ignore’ — The Hindu, Editorial page.

INSTITUTIONAL & STRUCTURAL ISSUES

Transparency International reports underline a growing trust deficit; its 2002 household survey
identified the judiciary as the second-most corrupt institution in certain South Asian countries,
including India.

The Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968 is, for practical purposes, defunct in tackling misconduct.

In K. Veeraswami v. Union of India (1991), the SC held that registering an FIR against a higher-
judiciary judge needs the CJI's prior permission.

The Judicial Standards and Accountability Bill, 2012 was passed in the Lok Sabha but lapsed with the
dissolution of the 15th Lok Sabha in 2014.
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PRELIMS POINTERS

> ‘Master of the roster: the CJ’s prerogative to allocate cases and constitute Benches.

> Removal of judges: Articles 124(4) & 217 — the impeachment route has never succeeded.

> In-house procedure (1999) is the internal mechanism for complaints against sitting judges.

WAY FORWARD / ANALYSIS

Repeated episodes reflect a lack of an effective mechanism to deal with corruption in the higher judiciary.
A credible, permanent system — a National Judicial Oversight body, revival of an accountability law with
due safeguards, and greater transparency in appointments — is needed to strengthen accountability while
preserving judicial independence.

Syllabus Link — GS Il — Structure, organisation and functioning of the Judiciary; appointment; accountability.

m Science & Technology
‘Steady Gaze’ — ISRO’s EOS-05 Earth-Imaging Satellite

WHY IN NEWS

ISRO’s EOS-05 is India’s first earth-imaging satellite bound for a geosynchronous orbit, meaning it is
locked to the earth’s rotation and can be tuned to continuously observe the same location.

The rocket placed EOS-05 in a transfer orbit; onboard thrusters will raise it to its final perch at
about 36,000 km above the earth over the coming weeks.

From there it can track fast-changing events — floods, cyclones and forest fires — and monitor
crops, forests, water bodies and land use.

Unlike a conventional camera, its sensors examine how the surface reflects different wavelengths of
light, helping distinguish vegetation, water and other land cover (multispectral imaging).

Its strength is not ultra-fine detail but the ability to return to the same broad areas very frequently —
unlike low-orbit polar/sun-synchronous satellites that capture finer detail but constantly move
around the planet.

Stea(lv w EOS-_O:-'V_S timing could hurd’ly be better. Given
o the devastation by the Bhote Koshi deluge in Ne-
ISRO's EOS-05 satellite has uses in varied pal, which has claimed 1,344 lives, such satellites
areas from security to weather can play some role in understanding changes in
he successful launch of the Indian Space landforms and how they may act as precursors to
T Research Organisation’s (ISRO) E0S-05 glacier-breaks and avalanches. Or, as winter ap-
satellite is India’s first earth-imaging satel- proaches in north India, in establishing whether
lite bound for a geosynchronous orbit, meaning _ bble fires over Punjab have genuinely declined
that it is locked-in to the earth’s rotation and can stuboie .IILSU\LT_ g _M\( If’L",u ney = e
be tuned to continuously observe the same loca- I burning has simply shifted in time to slip past
tion. The rocket placed it in a transfer orbit early the polar satellites. ISRO has described the
on Friday; onboard thrusters are expected 0 EOS-05 as a “strategic” satellite, a term that
raise It 1o its final perch at some 36,000 kilo g parches from security to weather. All of this is
metres above the earth’s surface over the coming G o s
weeks, From there it can track fast-changing premised on the data reaching a wide enough set
events such as floods, cyclones and forest fires, of analysts who can turn the images into forecasts
and monitor crops, forests, water bodies and and actionable insight. There is cheer, too, that
land use. Unlike  conventional camera, its sen- jpoys first successful launch of 2026 - and
sors examine how the earth’s surface reflects dif- th te of confidence in the crvog - stagy
ferent wavelengths of light, helping distinguish 2P'CtheT vote of confidence in the cryogenic stage
vegetation, water and other land cover. Because that failed the agency in 2021 — comes after set
it is perched farther away than conventional low- backs. But that does not soften the temperamen
orbit Imaging satellites, its strength ks not ultra- a1 pature of launches. Two consecutive failures
:mc dvt;ul‘ t.;ul the ability to return to the same o he PSLV, the agency's workhorse since the
broad areas very frequently. India has long had P ’ . s
eves in geostationary orbit, but they have been 1990s, in May last year and again this January,
weather satellites, namely the INSAT:3D series. both traced to the third stage, suggest that depen-
Its dedicated earth-imaging satellites have operat- dability is not infallibility. The usefulness of its
ed in low, polar or sun-synchronous orbits. Fly- p.’.l\'ll).‘l;lﬁ. and the cadence of its launches, should
ing a few hundred kilometres up, they capture ; ~ e el ~ = gy
much finer detall, but move constantly around be ISRO’s calling card, A(allllm*r l_han any ..\I!ng‘
the planet, imaging a different strip of territory launch as the hallmark of institutional credibility.

‘Steady gaze — ISRO’s EOS-05 satellite has uses from security to weather’ — The Hindu.
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STRATEGIC & CONTEXTUAL VALUE

India has long had weather satellites (the INSAT-3D series in geostationary orbit); dedicated earth-
imaging satellites have flown in low, polar or sun-synchronous orbits.

Given the Bhote Koshi deluge in Nepal (1,344 lives lost), such satellites can help understand landform
changes and act as precursors to glacier-breaks and avalanches.

They can help establish whether stubble fires over Punjab have genuinely declined or merely shifted
in time to slip past polar satellites.

ISRO calls EOS-05 a ‘strategic’ satellite — a term that stretches from security to weather.

PRELIMS POINTERS

Geostationary/geosynchronous orbit: ~35,786 km; period equals earth’s rotation — appears fixed over a
point.

Sun-synchronous orbit: low polar orbit crossing the equator at the same local solar time.

This was ISRO’s first successful launch of 2026 and a vote of confidence in the cryogenic stage that failed
the agency in 2021.

WAY FORWARD / ANALYSIS

The usefulness of its payloads and the cadence of launches — rather than any single launch — should be
ISRO’s calling card. Dependability requires broadening the analyst base that turns raw images into
forecasts and actionable insight.

Syllabus Link — GS Ill — Awareness in space; achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenisation of technology.

m International Relations
Harnessing BRICS ‘POWER’ to Empower the World

WHY IN NEWS

Ahead of the 18th BRICS Summit in New Delhi (September 12-13, 2026), the Chinese Ambassador to India
set out a vision of ‘greater BRICS' built around the five letters of the word POWER.

As a force for world peace, BRICS must uphold the UN Charter and the basic norms of international
relations — sovereign equality, non-interference and peaceful settlement of disputes — and prevent
the world sliding into ‘the law of the jungle’

BRICS should uphold the multilateral trading system with the WTO at its core, safeguard the most-
favoured-nation principle and resist all forms of protectionism.

It should adhere to the Spirit of Openness, Inclusiveness and Win-Win cooperation, keeping
development at the centre of the agenda.
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Harnessing BRICS POWLEK [0 empower the world

Ibe 18th BRICS Summit is about to be held at its core, safeguard the basic principles of the forging mare cooperation In the digital econonyy,
T in New Delhi ca September 1213, 2006, a WO stsch 2 the most favosred siation smart manufacturing, and new industriasation

: s full support to India for its and resist all forms of protectionism. | We shoukd actively promote the integration of
BRICS presid ‘stands ready 10 work with all w foin hands to .an—p.-n cooperation in artificial intellgence (A with sectors including
ERICS mem xd partners to jointly deaw a - science and v, health, agricidiure and

education, thereby injectie fresh impetus into

P woeld economic growth. China has established
China stays committe the China-BRICS Al Developmen and

,;-m economy, 5025 10 Cooperativn Center and the ChinaBRICS New

Quality Productive Furces Research Centter, it

actve participation of all parties.

5 R for Responsibility. BRICS

an 5 are the maln force in safeguarding

ity, economic globalisation, ;umu..lewx-p.mu at the centreof the BRICS fairmess and justice and the backbone of

biepeint foe the high-quality developent o a
d leverage HRICS POWER Xu Feihang

d. 1 would like to share my h

personal views on the greater BR operation,

Principle, The worekd is now
od transformation unseen n

ive rise of the Global South. In the agenda, accelerate the implementation of the UN | promoting unity and cooperation. We must
meantime, hegemonism and power palitics are Sustainable Development G rengthen shoulder the responsbility of maintaining world
becoming increasingly rampant. Lingering dialogue and baild consensis oo unching the | peace and develapment. Over this year and the
geopolitical conticts trigger a succession of crises formulation of the post-2030 global developmens | next, India and China will take an the BRICS
and challenges aygends, and ensure that Global South countries | rotating presidency in succession. Maintaining
As an important force for workd peac participate in Intemnatior thon a5 equals between our two courntries 1
development, BRICS must resolutely uphold the and share the fruies of development the steady and sustained progress of
purposes and principles of the United Natio saperation, and will better

Charter, and safeguard the basic norms of Economic and financial cooperation safieguard the comemon interests of deseloping
» We stiould pursue mutial benefit and win-win countries.

results to further consotidate economic

cooperation. Itis necessary to strengihen geater | China-tndia ties

BRICS coordination on macroeconomic policies | Since the beginning of this year, under the

peaceful setrlement of disputes,
world from sliding back Ento the
where the strong prey oa the weak. and adopt more trade and imvestment facilitation | strategic guidance of the two keaders, President

measures. We shoukd push forward bocal Xi Enpirg and Prisne Minkster Narendra Modi,
Uphalding international principles Qurrency and cross-barder payment cooperation | China-ndia relstians have maintained a
Chinese President Xi Jinpirg put forward the and improve the financial safety net, 30 to moenentum of improvement and development.
vasion of buikling  community with a shared entance theabiltyto ward off xternal isks. tn | The twn sdes srengthened dalogues at al v
future foe b nd four global Initiatives, the face of glohal energy and food security

inchuding the Global Security Initiative and the challenges, we should build a more resilient and

C Mu.l(nmnuuu Initiative, which provided The five sustainable agriculture and food system.
China's solutions on addressing common human < Missetie The fourth & E for Engine. BRICS countries mainland and India have been resumed. After a
dnlluu\md building a betrer warld together, Commmimens account for nearly half of the we stxyear suspension, border trade has been
oo Is O for Openness. The world for f global economic outpus, and reopened.

e currently facing 2 shiggish recovery strengthening shal trade. We are also hoie 1 Chiina books forward to working with India 1o
coupled with the spread of protectionis. BRICS major natural resources, ki manufacturers and | transiate the important consensus reached by the
Certaln countries have undermined the cooperation and vast markets. According wo International agencies | two leaders into concrete actions, belng
international economic and trade order by empowering the | Such as the Intern I Monesary Fund, grester | good-neighbourly friends and partners that belp
erecting tarifl borriers, seeking decouplirg and Glohal South to | BRICS growth ml nearly theee times faster each other, and pushing ChinaIndia relations to
disrupting supply chairs build / than the G-7 by Farther highlighting s role | mowe forward in a susta thy, and stable

1t shoukd be recognised that economic alled 2 moe 3 an engine ﬂf\ulrhlnnmv\n growth. manmner, My the RICS Susmit in New
hobalisation is an inevitable trend of history peacelul, open, We should § 1 respective advantages, | Delhl be a gr ess. We welcomse you all 1o
BRICS should uphold the multilateral trading and prOSPETONs | deepen practical cooperation i fields such China nest year to continue enrpowering the
system with the World Trade Organization (WT0) world business, fnance, science and technology, woeld with BRICS POWER

‘Harnessing BRICS ‘POWER’ to empower the world” — Xu Feihong, The Hindu op-ed.

BRICS BY THE NUMBERS & INDIA-CHINA TIES

BRICS accounts for nearly half the world’s population, around 30% of global economic output and
one-fifth of global trade.

Per the IMF, greater-BRICS growth will be nearly three times faster than the G-7 by 2028.
India and China will hold the BRICS rotating presidency in succession over this year and the next.

Border trade has reopened after a six-year suspension and five direct flight routes between the two
countries have resumed.

PRELIMS POINTERS
The 18th BRICS Summit is hosted by India in New Delhi (Sep 12-13, 2026).

China’s framing: Principle, Openness, Win-Win, Engine, Responsibility.

Global initiatives cited: Global Security Initiative and Global Governance Initiative.

WAY FORWARD / ANALYSIS

For India, BRICS is a platform to press for a multipolar order, reformed multilateralism and Global-South
priorities, while managing the boundary question and trade asymmetries with China on its own terms.
Strategic autonomy — not bloc alignment — remains India’s guiding principle.

Syllabus Link — GS Il — Bilateral, regional and global groupings involving India or affecting India’s interests.

m Governance & Social Justice
The Political Cost of Unconditional Cash Transfer (UCT) Schemes

WHY IN NEWS
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Since 2020, Unconditional Cash Transfer schemes have become an important electoral strategy in India,
particularly to attract women voters — yet several governments that ran them were defeated in 2026,
raising questions about their political economy.

UCTs provide financial support to women and partially advance SDG 5.4 (recognition of women’s
unpaid domestic and care work); per the Economic Survey, States are expected to spend about $18
billion on UCTs in 2025-26.

Critics argue such schemes function as electoral ‘freebies’: financing needs expenditure switching or
larger deficits, and reduces resources for productive investment and employment programmes.

Once households become dependent, withdrawing UCTs is difficult as parties encourage
competitive welfarism.

A core challenge is beneficiary identification — since incomes are unobservable in the informal
sector, governments rely on proxies (land ownership, electricity use, household assets), producing
both inclusion and exclusion errors.

The political cost of UCT schemes

‘The political cost of UCT schemes’ — K.R. Shanmugam & Sankarganesh Karuppiah, The Hindu.

ECONOMICS VS POLITICS OF TARGETING
Economics favours targeting so scarce resources reach those most in need.

Politics rewards broader inclusion, because voters judge governments not only by benefits received
but by those they believe were unfairly denied — so targeted UCTs carry an unavoidable political cost.

Conditional cash transfers tied to socially desirable outcomes are a more sustainable alternative —
e.g., Tamil Nadu's Midday Meal Scheme, where benefits depend on school enrolment.

PRELIMS POINTERS

Example UCTs: Kalaignar Magalir Urimai Thittam (TN), Lakshmir Bhandar (WB), Gruha Lakshmi
(Karnataka).

> The TN scheme (launched Sep 2023) cost 13,807 crore in 2025-26 after eligibility was expanded.

> Inclusion error: benefits reach the ineligible. Exclusion error: the eligible are left out.
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WAY FORWARD / ANALYSIS

The broader lesson: welfare tied to education or other desirable behaviours can achieve developmental
objectives with lower political cost, whereas UCTs remain inherently vulnerable to inclusion, exclusion
and perceived targeting errors. A shift toward outcome-linked, transparently-targeted transfers is the
sustainable path.

Syllabus Link — GS Il — Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections; issues relating to development and management of the social
sector.

m Polity & Environment

‘No FRA Provision for Gram Sabha Consent’: Tribal Affairs
Ministry

WHY IN NEWS

Amid project delays blamed on the ‘critical bottleneck’ of 100% gram sabha consent, the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs has said the Forest Rights Act, 2006 has ‘no provision’ for obtaining gram sabha consent for forest
clearance — and that such matters fall outside its purview.

In an Aug 31 note to NHPC’s desk in the Power Ministry, the Tribal Affairs Ministry said there is no
provision for obtaining gram sabha consent for Stage-II forest clearance under the FRA and Rules,
so ‘such matters do not fall under its purview’.

While the FRA itself lacks explicit ‘consent’ language for diverting forest land, the Centre’s rules
under the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 require that all FRA processes be completed before a
certificate diverting forests can be issued.

Those steps — identifying potential FRA claimants, recognising and vesting their rights, and then
obtaining a no-objection certificate (NOC) from the concerned gram sabhas — are together known
as the procedure for ‘gram sabha consent’ for forest clearance.

The FRA explicitly makes the Ministry of Tribal Affairs the nodal ministry for the law’s
implementation.

No provision in Forest Rights Act to obtain
gram sabha consent for projects: Ministry

‘The kaw explicitly states that the Ministry of Tritxd Affairs is responsible for fts implementation: Centre's rules and regulations require that all
processes under the forest Act be completed before the concerned government authority can issue a certificate diverting the forests formally
louse report
The deliberstions between  focted  gram  sabhas

the Union Power Ministry  should be sufficient for

B and the Tribal Affairs Mi-  “large hydropower infras
nisiry were initisted after  tructure peajects of nation-
an August 3 report by the  al importance™,

Parlamentary  Standing The House panel hsd
Committee on Public Un- s recommended  that
dertakings on NHPC Limit-  the Power Ministry discuss
+  ed. In this report, the com-  the “leasibility” of such &

Abhinay Lakshman Other Traditional Forest
NEW DELHY Dwellers (Recognition of

Forest Rights) Act, 2006
lu deliberations with  and Rules made thereun-

Ministry by saying, “Thisis  Gram Panchayats remains
bézarre, If such matters are  pending”. In ks report, the
not under the purview of  commitiee, headed by BP
the Tribal Affairs Ministry,  MP Baljayanta Panda, took
then whose purview s it to the NHPC's recommen-
under?” dation that a “gualified

the Union Ministry of  der. Therefore, such mat
Power over govern-  ters do not fall under the

ment projects delayed due  purview of the Ministry of
10 the “critical bottleneck”  Tribal Affairs.”

of "H00 gram sabha con While the FRA itsell
sent under the Forest does not have the linguage
Rights Act (FRA)" for fores  of gram sabha consent
clearance, the Union Mi-  specifically with respect to
nistry of Tribal Atfaiss has  diverting forest land for
sl that the 2006 aw has  noo-forestry purposes, the
“n0 provision for obtaining  Union government’s rules
consent of the gram sabha  and regultions governing
for forest clearance™, ad-  the diversion of forests

supesmajority consent”
consent of T075% of the af-

ding that “such matters”  speciically require thatall  padiamentary pane port o0 NHP 4 P mittee, based  on  proposal with the Minisry
related to gram sabha con-  processes under the FRA (o foest cearance ofprojects 5 105 morthe discussians with NHPC o of Tribal Affaes.
sent “do ot fall under the  be completed before the fickals, observed that the  Previously, in cases such

purview of the Minsstry of  concerned  government  gram sabhas concerned re-  Affalrs is the nodal minls-  average time for forest  as the Nicobar mega-infras-
“Tribal Affairs™ authority can tssoe a certif dn for the clearance of under<on-  tructure project or other

In an official communi-  icate diverting the forests  ert the said forest land for  aw's implementation. struction projects was 106 independent cases related
«cation to the Natlonal Hy-  formally. the stated purpose - all of Sopreme Court advo-  months, and that the re- o the implementation of
droelectric Fower Corpo- These guidelines, tmder it as mandated under the  cate Shomona Khanna, a  quirement that all con-  the FRA in States Ble Mad-
ration (NHPC) Desk of the  the Forest Conservation FRA. This procedure of ob-  former legal adviser tothe  cemed gram sabhas con-  hya Pradesh, Kamataka
Power Ministry on August At of 1980, requite the  taiming an NOC from gram  Ministry of Tribal Affsics  sent to the diversion of  and many others, the Tri-

31, the Ministry of Tribal  identification of potential  sabhas is what has com-  under both the United Pro-  forest land required for the  bal Affairs Ministry  has
Affairs said, “There is no  FRA claimants, the recog:  monly come to be known  gressive Alliance and Na-  projects had become the  claimed that it has no role
provision for obtalning  nition of thelr rights where  as the procedure for gram  tonal Democratic Alliance  “single most critical bottle- 1o play and argued that this
consent of the Gram Sabba  applicable, the vesting of  sabha consent for forest  governments, reacted 1o neck, with projects like the  was because the FRA man

for forest cearance for  these rights, and then ob-  clearance. the Ministry's position on  Teesta- IV HEP being indei-  dates implementation of
Stage-1l forest clearance in  taining a no-objection cer The FRA explicitly ststes  the FRA in its latest com-  nitely stalled because con-  the kaw to the State or Un-
the Scheduled Tribes and  tificate (NOC) from the  that the Ministry of Tribal to the Power  sent 3 fon Territary

‘No provision in Forest Rights Act to obtain gram sabha consent for projects: Ministry’ — The Hindu, Page 6.
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CONTEXT & THE HOUSE PANEL

Supreme Court advocate Shomona Khanna noted the Ministry’s stance was ‘bizarre’ — if consent is
not under Tribal Affairs, then ‘whose purview is it under?’

A Parliamentary panel on NHPC found the average time for forest clearance of under-construction
projects was 106 months, with consent from a small minority of gram panchayats a key bottleneck.

The panel (headed by BJP MP Baijayant Panda) recommended a ‘qualified super-majority consent’ —
consent of 70-75% of affected gram sabhas — for large hydropower projects of national importance.

PRELIMS POINTERS

FRA, 2006: recognises rights of forest-dwelling STs & Other Traditional Forest Dwellers; gram sabha is
the key authority for claims.

Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 now Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam governs diversion of
forest land.

> Projects cited as stalled: Teesta-1V HEP; earlier disputes include the Great Nicobar project.

WAY FORWARD / ANALYSIS

The dispute exposes a governance gap: a law meant to empower gram sabhas is being read narrowly to
expedite clearances. Reconciling tribal rights (FRA) with infrastructure needs requires a clear, statutorily-
anchored consent standard, faster but genuine gram-sabha processes, and the Tribal Affairs Ministry
owning its nodal role rather than deferring to States.

Syllabus Link — GS Il — Statutory bodies; welfare schemes; rights of vulnerable sections. GS IIl — Conservation & environmental
clearances.

PRACTICE ZONE

Test Yourself

I. MAINS MODEL QUESTIONS

Q1. “Judicial integrity is the foundation of public confidence in the justice
delivery system.” Examine the major challenges to judicial integrity in India and suggest
institutional measures to strengthen accountability while preserving judicial
independence.

TRk AATST =T AT H SHAAT hl ATIRIAAT §1” HRA H 1Rk IS & THET Y@ AT chl TRI&ToT
T FAT rIUTTeIeRT hl Fc=IdT el 378007 I&d §U STATeIaa! 36 her o feld HRITTT IURT GST3T |

APPROACH / SKELETON

Intro: Define judicial integrity; link it to public trust and the rule of law (Art 50 — separation of powers).

THE HINDU ANALYSIS -07 SEPTEMBER 2026 Vedanta Coaching Academy & Library -Page 12



Challenges: opaque appointments (Collegium), defunct Judges (Inquiry) Act 1968, near-impossible
impeachment (Arts 124(4) /217), CJI-permission bar in K. Veeraswami (1991), post-retirement postings,
‘master of the roster’ misuse, and the trust deficit flagged by Transparency International.

Measures: a permanent National Judicial Oversight Committee, revival of the Judicial Standards &
Accountability Bill with safeguards, transparent MoP for appointments, asset disclosure, and a credible
in-house mechanism.

Balance: ensure accountability does not become executive control; independence and accountability are
complementary, not rival, values.

Conclusion: integrity plus independence sustains public confidence in justice delivery.

Q2. The Forest Rights Act, 2006 was enacted to empower gram sabhas, yet
its implementation has become entangled with the imperatives of infrastructure and forest
clearance. Critically analyse the tension between tribal rights and developmental needs,
and suggest a way forward.

g YRR AfATH, 2006 TTH AT Pl TAT T o folg srfAfFAHT fohar mar o1, W 39 fharad+ srawRa-T
T I Wiiepid i STfHarRIdTST & IAsT 7T g1 TSI BRI R AR STagaehdrsil & i & ara ol
TeTrTcHeh fa=twor SHifSTg g mt & g gersu|

APPROACH / SKELETON
Intro: FRA 2006 recognises rights of forest-dwelling STs & OTFDs; gram sabha as the pivotal authority.

The tension: Tribal Affairs Ministry claims no FRA ‘consent’ provision, yet FCA 1980 rules require
completing FRA processes (including gram-sabha NOC) before diversion; average clearance time ~106
months.

Two sides: genuine consent protects tribal livelihoods and forests vs delayed projects of national
importance (hydropower like Teesta-1V).

Way forward: statutorily anchor a clear consent standard, time-bound but authentic gram-sabha
processes, capacity support, and the nodal Ministry owning implementation instead of deferring to
States.

Conclusion: development and rights are reconcilable through transparent, participatory clearance.

Il. PRELIMS MCQS

The FIR in the Satya Niketan building-collapse case was registered under sections of which
law?
(A) Indian Penal Code, 1860
(B) Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)
(C) Disaster Management Act, 2005
(D) National Building Code, 2016

v ANSWER: (B) — The FIR was filed under Sections 105, 290 and 125(a) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
which has replaced the IPC.
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With reference to the National Building Code (NBC), consider the following: 1) It is issued by
the Bureau of Indian Standards. 2) The latest version is NBC 2016. 3) It provides standards for
design, construction, fire safety and maintenance. Which are correct?

(A) 1and 2 only
(B) 2 and 3 only
(C) 1and 3 only
(D) 1,2and 3

v ANSWER: (D) — The NBC is published by the BIS; its latest edition is NBC 2016, covering building design,
construction, fire and life safety, and maintenance. All three are correct.

Methanol poisoning in spurious-liquor tragedies is dangerous chiefly because methanol is
metabolised in the body into:
(A) Acetaldehyde and acetate
(B) Formic acid and formaldehyde
(C) Ethanol and water

(D) Lactic acid and ketones

v ANSWER: (B) — Methanol is metabolised into formic acid and formaldehyde, both highly toxic — causing
blindness, organ failure and neurological damage. Ethanol yields acetaldehyde then acetate.

Which Article of the Constitution directs the State to endeavour to bring about prohibition of
intoxicating drinks and drugs injurious to health?
(A) Article 39
(B) Article 43
(C) Article 47
(D) Article 48

v ANSWER: (C) — Article 47 (a DPSP) directs the State to raise nutrition and living standards and to bring about
prohibition of intoxicating drinks and drugs injurious to health, except for medicinal purposes.

The doctrine of the ‘master of the roster’ in the Indian judiciary refers to:

(A) The senior-most judge deciding all constitutional matters
(B) The Chief Justice’s prerogative to allocate cases and constitute Benches
(C) The power of the CJI to appoint High Court judges

(D) The Collegium’s authority over transfers

v ANSWER: (B) — ‘Master of the roster’ is the Chief Justice’s administrative prerogative to allocate cases and
constitute Benches — a power whose alleged misuse features in the Rajasthan HC controversy.
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In K. Veeraswami v. Union of India (1991), the Supreme Court held that registering an FIR
against a judge of the higher judiciary requires:
(A) Sanction of the President
(B) Approval of Parliament
(C) Prior permission of the Chief Justice of India

(D) A resolution of the Collegium

v ANSWER: (C) — The Court held that prior permission of the CJI is a necessary precondition for registering an
FIR against a higher-judiciary judge — often cited as a barrier to accountability.

ISRO’s EOS-05 is notable as India’s first earth-imaging satellite placed in which type of orbit?

(A) Sun-synchronous orbit
(B) Low earth polar orbit
(C) Geosynchronous orbit

(D) Highly elliptical orbit

v ANSWER: (C) — EOS-05 is India’s first earth-imaging satellite bound for a geosynchronous orbit (~36,000 km),
letting it be tuned to continuously observe the same location — unlike moving low/polar imaging satellites.

The INSAT-3D series of satellites, referred to in the context of EOS-05, primarily serves which
purpose?
(A) High-resolution military imaging
(B) Weather and meteorological observation
(C) Communication and broadcasting only

(D) Navigation and positioning

v ANSWER: (B) — The INSAT-3D series are geostationary weather satellites providing meteorological
observation; India’s dedicated earth-imaging satellites had earlier flown in low/polar/sun-synchronous orbits.

In the Chinese envoy’s ‘POWER’ framing for BRICS, the letters stand for Principle, Openness,
Win-Win, Engine and:
(A) Reform
(B) Responsibility
(C) Resilience

(D) Representation

v ANSWER: (B) — POWER = Principle, Openness, Win-Win, Engine and Responsibility. The 18th BRICS Summit is
hosted by India in New Delhi on September 12-13, 2026.
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Regarding targeted Unconditional Cash Transfer (UCT) schemes, consider: 1) An ‘inclusion
error’ means the ineligible receive benefits. 2) An ‘exclusion error’ means the eligible are left out. 3)
UCT schemes partially advance SDG 5.4. Which are correct?

(A) 1and 2 only
(B) 2 and 3 only
(C) 1and 3 only
(D) 1,2and 3

v ANSWER: (D) — All three are correct: inclusion error = benefits reach the ineligible; exclusion error = the
eligible are left out; UCTs advance SDG 5.4 on recognising women’s unpaid domestic and care work.

ANSWER KEY

U QUICK REVISION RECAP

BNS Sections 105/290/125(a) invoked in the Delhi building-collapse FIR; building rehabilitation = repair/
retrofit/renovate to extend usable life.

Methanol - formic acid + formaldehyde (toxic); Article 47 DPSP on prohibition; alcohol is a State subject.
K. Veeraswami (1991) — CJI permission needed for FIR against higher-judiciary judges; Judges (Inquiry) Act

1968 largely defunct.

EOS-05 — India’s first geosynchronous earth-imaging satellite; multispectral sensors; INSAT-3D = weather
series.

18th BRICS Summit — New Delhi, Sep 12-13 2026; BRICS = ~half of world population, ~30% of GDP, ~1/5 of
trade.

FRA 2006 — gram-sabha NOC via FCA 1980 rules; MoTA is the nodal ministry; ~106-month average forest
clearance.

A PRELIMS TRAP-SETTERS

m Geostationary # sun-synchronous: EOS-05 is geosynchronous (~36,000 km, fixed gaze); polar imaging
satellites move and give finer detail.

m Ethanol vs methanol: ethanol — acetaldehyde — acetate (via ADH/ALDH); methanol — formic acid +
formaldehyde (toxic).

m Inclusion vs exclusion error: inclusion = ineligible included; exclusion = eligible excluded — frequently
swapped in MCQs.

m FRA nodal ministry is Tribal Affairs — not Environment or Panchayati Raj, despite the recent ‘not our
purview’ claim.
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CONNECT THE DOTS

- Link the Delhi collapse to disaster-resilient urban governance — NDMA guidelines, NBC 2016 and the
case for a national building-audit & retrofit mission.

— Tie judicial integrity (Rajasthan HC) to the wider debate on the Collegium, the defunct Judges (Inquiry)
Act 1968 and the lapsed 2012 Accountability Bill.

— Connect EOS-05 and the Bhote Koshi deluge to GLOF early-warning, stubble-fire monitoring and India’s
space-for-governance push.

— Read the FRA ‘consent’ row alongside the FCA 1980 rules, the Great Nicobar project and the balance
between tribal rights and infrastructure.

PRELIMS BYTES - RAPID FIRE

BNS — replaced IPC; Delhi FIR under Sec
105/290/125(a).

NBC 2016 — issued by BIS; design, fire & safety norms.
ADH & ALDH — enzymes that metabolise ethanol.
Article 47 — DPSP on prohibition of intoxicants.

K. Veeraswami (1991) — CJI nod for FIR on judges.

EOS-05 — first geosynchronous earth-imaging
satellite.

INSAT-3D — India’s geostationary weather series.
18th BRICS Summit — New Delhi, 12-13 Sep 2026.
SDG 5.4 — recognising unpaid domestic & care work.

FRA nodal ministry — Ministry of Tribal Affairs.

Justice must not only be done, but must be seen to be done — and public confidence
is the surest foundation of the rule of law.

<1 &adl 8191 & 8l ANQY, dfeeh gidT gor faw +ff T1few — ok SHfaaTe & fafe & e & 9o Yoo
Hia g1

+ END OF EDITION - 07 SEPTEMBER 2026 +
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