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E D I T O R ' S  F O C U S

Today's edition threads a single question through governance and geopolitics: how the design of a
rule shapes its outcome. The Supreme Court's push on FSSAI labels and the framing of PMLA
charges test institutional rigour at home; three West Asia and trade pieces — read together on the
25th anniversary of 9/11 — show how well-meant strategy can invert its own goals. Pair the FSSAI
and PMLA stories for GS-2 institutions, and the 9/11–Iran–Canada cluster for GS-2 IR and GS-3
economy.

Why in News — the trigger that put the topic on the front page.

Analysis dots — the facts, actors and cause–effect you must retain.

★ Value Addition — static linkage: the body, law or concept behind the news.

Prelims Pointer & Syllabus — the exam-ready fact and the paper it maps to.
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"Read the news for the concept behind it — the fact fades, the framework stays."

1 SC seeks clarity on FSSAI's warning-label norms
GS 2 The Hindu · Page 14 · Aaratrika Bhaumik, New Delhi

W H Y  I N  N E W S

On Thursday the Supreme Court asked the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)
how it would decide whether a packaged food is “high” in sugar, salt or fat under its proposed front-
of-pack warning labels, underlining that food safety is a matter of “national interest”.

★ FSSAI  — AT  A  GLANCE

Parent Ministry: Ministry of Health & Family Welfare.

Last month the FSSAI proposed prominent red warning labels on packaged foods high in added fat,
added sugar or salt — a regulatory pivot after the court questioned its earlier reluctance.

In its affidavit, the regulator said the label would be a red hexagonal warning on the front of a pack
found high in two or more nutrients of concern — fat, sugar or salt.

Thresholds would follow the Dietary Guidelines for Indians, 2024, issued by the ICMR–National
Institute of Nutrition (NIN).

A Bench of Justices J.B. Pardiwala and K. Vinod Chandran pressed on how “high” would be
measured: “If you ask them to put a label — high in salt, high in sugar, high in sodium, high in
potassium — how will you determine it?”

The Bench was hearing a PIL by non-profits seeking warning labels indicating high salt, sugar and
saturated fat; it asked the regulator to take its directions “seriously”, citing the health of “growing
children”.

The Hindu, Page 14 — SC seeks clarity on FSSAI's warning label norms

• 
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Nature: Statutory body under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006.

Mandate: Lays down science-based standards and regulates manufacture, storage, distribution, sale
and import of food to ensure safety.

Flagship initiative: Eat Right India movement.

Structure: A Food Authority with a Chairperson and 22 members — one-third of them women.

PRELIMS POINTER The hexagonal red mark triggers only when a product is high in ≥2 nutrients of concern;
thresholds derive from ICMR-NIN Dietary Guidelines 2024, not a separate FSSAI standard.

Syllabus link: GS-2 — statutory & regulatory bodies; government policies for the health sector; issues relating to nutrition and
public health.

2 Court frames PMLA charges in the IRCTC hotels
case

GS 2 The Hindu · Page 15 · Ishita Mishra, New Delhi

W H Y  I N  N E W S

A Delhi court ordered the framing of charges under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) against RJD chief Lalu Prasad, former Bihar CM Rabri Devi, RJD MLA Tejashwi Yadav and
others over alleged irregularities in leasing two IRCTC hotels.

• 

• 

• 

• 

The Special Judge observed there was a “strong suspicion of abuse of office” by the former Railway
Minister; Lalu's son-in-law Rahul Yadav was discharged.

Per the CBI, Lalu allegedly received high-value land and shares as illegal consideration for
facilitating contracts to private parties during his tenure as Union Railway Minister.

The case stems from a 2017 CBI FIR; the agency alleges a criminal conspiracy between 2004 and
2009 with owners of certain hotels in Patna and Puri.

It is alleged the tendering process for leasing two IRCTC hotels was manipulated and contracts
awarded in exchange for bribes in the form of land and shares.

The order follows an earlier decision (Oct 13, 2025) framing corruption, conspiracy and cheating
charges in the related IRCTC case; the family denies the allegations, calling the case politically
motivated.
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★ PMLA ,  2002  &  THE  ENFORCEMENT  D IRECTORATE

PMLA: in force since 2005; prevents money-laundering and enables confiscation of property derived
from crime.

Enforcement agency: the Directorate of Enforcement (ED) investigates, attaches, confiscates and
prosecutes.

Proceeds of crime: any property derived from a scheduled offence, including equivalent property
held abroad.

Reporting: banks must report suspicious transactions to FIU-IND; an Adjudicating Authority and
Appellate Tribunal provide oversight.

ED (est. 1956): enforces PMLA, FEMA 1999 and FEOA 2018; works under the Department of Revenue.

PRELIMS POINTER PMLA came into force in 2005 though enacted in 2002; the ED handles PMLA & FEOA
(Dept. of Revenue) and FEMA (policy under Dept. of Economic Affairs).

Syllabus link: GS-2 — statutory bodies & their mandates; separation of powers; role of investigative agencies. GS-3 — money-
laundering and its prevention.

3 A unilateral America in a post-unipolar world
GS 2 The Hindu · Page 10 · Editorial-Analysis, Stanly Johny

W H Y  I N  N E W S

The Hindu, Page 15 — Court frames PMLA charges against Lalu in IRCTC case

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Twenty-five years after 9/11, this piece argues that the U.S. — at the pinnacle of power in 2001 — saw
its attempts to consolidate primacy through military interventions gradually erode the very
strategic freedom unipolarity had given it.

★ 9/11  TO  A  MULT IPOLAR ORDER  — KEY  MARKERS

Unipolar moment: post-1991 U.S. primacy after the Soviet collapse.

Regime-change wars: Afghanistan (2001), Iraq (2003), Libya (2011).

Afghan withdrawal: completed 15 August 2021; Taliban returned to Kabul.

Multipolarity: diffusion of power — U.S., China and Russia as competing poles.

Transatlantic strain: NATO allies wary of Washington's “transactionalism”.

PRELIMS POINTER Iraq 2003 removed a historical buffer between Iran and the U.S.-backed Gulf monarchies
— a structural gain for Tehran (links to Topic 6).

In 2001 the U.S. was the sole superpower: the USSR had collapsed, Russia was in post-Soviet chaos,
China was a close economic partner, and NATO had completed its first eastward expansion.

The “global war on terror” — conceived against al-Qaeda — evolved into a series of regime-change
wars reshaping Afghanistan, West Asia and North Africa.

The 2003 Iraq invasion had three lasting effects: it diverted attention from Afghanistan (letting the
Taliban regroup), created a haven for al-Qaeda, and removed the Iraqi buffer between Iran and the
Gulf monarchies.

The paradox: primacy pursued through force eroded unipolarity itself; the August 2021 Afghan
withdrawal signalled the limits of that strategy.

Result — a widening transatlantic chasm, a China risen as a second pole, and a Russia violently
challenging the U.S.-led security architecture in Europe.

The Hindu, Page 10 — A unilateral America in a post-unipolar world

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Syllabus link: GS-2 — effect of policies of developed countries on India's interests; India and its neighbourhood; global
groupings and the shifting world order.

4 Growth spurt: alternative powertrains go
mainstream

GS 3 The Hindu · Page 10 · Editorial, GS-3 Economy

W H Y  I N  N E W S

Per FADA, total vehicle registrations in August rose 17.5% year-on-year — an all-time high for the
month — with CNG, electric and hybrid powertrains leading passenger-vehicle sales for the first
time.

Rural demand led: registrations grew 19.7% in rural areas vs 15.1% urban; passenger-vehicle sales
rose 24.9% rural vs 10.9% urban.

A base effect is at work: the 2025 GST cut on small cars, two-wheelers (up to 350 cc), three-
wheelers, buses and goods vehicles pushed buyers to wait for new rates, depressing August 2025.

Between August 2024 and August 2026, CNG and electric powertrains contributed most of the surge
— Indians are switching to cheaper-to-run alternatives amid the West Asia conflict and worries over
ethanol blending.

The move away from petrol is uneven: three-wheelers are predominantly electric, two-wheelers are
catching up, and passenger-car powertrains keep diversifying.

A caution flag: dealers hold 38–40 days of inventory against a recommended 21 — the “historic
moment” holds only if Sept–Nov preserves the gains after the base effect fades.

The Hindu, Page 10 — Growth spurt: alternative powertrains are now mainstream
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★ STAT IC  &  POL ICY  L INKAGE

FADA: Federation of Automobile Dealers' Associations — the apex retail-auto body whose registration
data proxies real demand.

Powertrain: the system delivering power to the wheels — here CNG, battery-electric (BEV) and
hybrid vs petrol/diesel/ethanol.

Why the shift: lower running cost, GST rationalisation, fuel-security concerns (West Asia), and EV
push (FAME, PM E-DRIVE, PLI).

Read the caveat: record retail with rising inventory can signal a supply glut, not durable demand.

PRELIMS POINTER Alternative powertrains leading PV sales is a first; but a CNG/hybrid lead is not the same
as a non-fossil-fuel lead — CNG is a fossil fuel and most hybrids still burn petrol.

Syllabus link: GS-3 — Indian economy; growth & development; infrastructure; energy transition and the effect of fuel prices &
taxation on demand.

5 Rude lessons: India and the wariness of U.S. deals
GS 2·3 The Hindu · Page 10 · Editorial, GS-2 & GS-3

W H Y  I N  N E W S

The U.S.–Canada trade dispute — between two economies integrated since 1965 — carries sharp
lessons for India as it weighs its own trade arrangements with Washington.

• 

• 

• 

• 

The Hindu, Page 10 — Rude lessons: India should be wary of deals with the U.S.

U.S. and Canada built auto free trade in 1965, a full FTA in 1989, and NAFTA about five years later —
integration that worked well for both.
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★ NAFTA  /  USMCA — STAT IC  L INKAGE

NAFTA: in effect 1994; successor to the Canada–U.S. FTA; a trilateral pact including Mexico.

Lowered tariffs on most goods/services and reorganised supply chains across North America,
boosting auto competitiveness.

Regional trade expanded more than threefold; it added rules on food safety, IPR and dispute
settlement.

Renegotiated as the USMCA (2020), reflecting the same politics of “fair” rather than “free” trade now
facing India.

PRELIMS POINTER India–U.S. talks proceed under tariff pressure; the Feb 2026 18% tariff arrangement did
not end further U.S. investigations — a deal is not necessarily the end of leverage.

Syllabus link: GS-2 — bilateral agreements involving India; effect of developed-country policies on India. GS-3 — external
sector, trade & tariffs, WTO-related issues.

6 The global war on terror and an empowered Iran
GS 2 The Hindu · Page 10 · Shashank Ranjan (Col., retd.)

W H Y  I N  N E W S

As West Asia stays mired in conflict, this analysis shows how the U.S.-led global war on terror
inadvertently emboldened Iran, elevating it into a regional power now capable of confronting the
U.S.

Yet Canada pulled out of a new tariff deal citing last-minute U.S. insertions, and has levied reciprocal
tariffs of up to 50% against 50% U.S. tariffs on Canadian imports.

Lesson 1: if the U.S. treats a neighbour, ally and long-standing partner this way, India cannot take
favourable treatment for granted.

Lesson 2: barrelling ahead with deals may not pay — Malaysia also backed out once the U.S.'s
reciprocal-tariff system was deemed illegal and the benefit no longer outweighed the cost of opening
up.

Lesson 3: the advantage can vanish even after a deal — despite a Feb 2026 pact of 18% tariffs on
Indian imports, the U.S. pressed forced-labour and excess-capacity probes that could push levels
higher.

• 

• 

• 

• 

Before 2001, Iran was contained by two hostile neighbours — the Taliban in Afghanistan and
Saddam's Iraq; U.S. invasions removed both and installed friendlier governments.

Analysts hold Iran surpassed the U.S. as the most influential power in Iraq, sharply improving its
strategic position.
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★ AXIS  OF  RES ISTANCE  &  THE  SHIA  CRESCENT

Axis of Resistance: Iran-led political-military network of states and non-state actors opposed to
U.S.–Israel influence.

Members/proxies: Hezbollah (Lebanon), Hamas (Palestine), the Houthis (Yemen), Shia militias (Iraq),
and the erstwhile Assad government (Syria).

Shia Crescent: arc of Iranian influence running Iraq–Syria–Lebanon.

IRGC / Quds Force: elite arm controlling Iran's strategic assets and sub-conventional (proxy)
warfare.

Net effect: by removing hostile regimes and creating power vacuums, U.S. actions produced
outcomes opposite to their stated aims.

PRELIMS POINTER The rise of ISIS paradoxically benefited Iran, which became a critical military backer of
Baghdad and deepened its grip on Iraq's security apparatus.

Syllabus link: GS-2 — India and West Asia; effect of policies of other countries; regional groupings and the changing balance of
power.

The invasions fuelled the Shia–Sunni divide, seeding groups like al-Qaeda in Iraq (later ISIS); Iran
backed Shia militias while Saudi Arabia backed Sunni groups — proxy warfare that entrenched
Tehran.

Iran built the “Axis of Resistance” — a network linking Iran, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and Palestine — a 
“ring of fire” around Israel and forward defence via Hezbollah, Hamas, the Houthis and Shia militias.

The 2011 Arab Spring and U.S. withdrawal created vacuums Iran filled; the IRGC / Quds Force
projected power, cementing the “Shia Crescent” from Iraq through Syria to Lebanon.

The Hindu, Page 10 — The global war on terror, an empowered Iran

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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P R A C T I C E  Z O N E

Test Yourself
Two Mains questions with model approach · Ten Prelims MCQs with answer key & rationale · Quick

revision & trap-setters

M AINS  — ANSWER-WRIT ING  PRACT ICE

Q1 · GS-2 ·  Governance & Health ·  250 words / 15 marks

Front-of-pack warning labels are as much a problem of regulatory design as of public health.
In light of the Supreme Court's recent observations on the FSSAI's proposed labelling
regime, examine the challenges in operationalising nutrient-threshold-based warnings in
India.

पैकेज्ड खाद्य पर सामने की ओर लगे चेतावनी लेबल �जितना जिन-स्वास्थ्य का प्रश्न हैं उतना ही �नयामक अ�भिकल्पना का। FSSAI की
प्रस्ता�वत लेब�लंग प्रणाली पर उच्चतम न्यायालय की हा�लया �टिप्प�णयां के आलोक मं, भिारत मं पोषक-सीमा आधा�रत चेताव�नयां को
लागू करने मं आने वाली चुनौ�तयां का परीक्षण की�जिए।

APPROACH: Open with the FSSAI red-hexagon proposal and the SC's “how will you determine high?”
question. Body — map the design challenges: setting scientific thresholds (ICMR-NIN 2024), the “≥2
nutrients” trigger, industry pushback, reformulation vs labelling, comparison with warning models
(Chile's black octagons) vs traffic-light systems, and enforcement capacity. Add the public-health stake
(children, NCDs, Eat Right India). Conclude: labels are necessary but must be legally defensible, science-
anchored and simple.

Q2 · GS-2 ·  International Relations ·  250 words / 15 marks

The global war on terror, conceived to dismantle transnational terrorism, instead reordered
the balance of power in West Asia. Critically analyse, with reference to the strategic rise of
Iran.

आतंकवाद के �वरुद्ध वै�श्विक युद्ध, जिो सीमा-पार आतंकवाद को समाप्त करने हेतु आरंभि �कया गया था, ने प�श्चिम ए�शिया मं शि��त-
संतुलन को ही पुन�र्व्यव�स्थत कर �दया। �र्व्यरान के रणनी�तक उत्थान के संदभिर्व्य मं आलोचनात्मक �वश्लेषण की�जिए।

APPROACH: Set the 9/11 context and the U.S. aim to isolate Iran. Body — show the inversion: toppling the
Taliban and Saddam removed Iran's containment; the Shia-Sunni churn and ISIS made Iran
indispensable to Baghdad; the Axis of Resistance and Shia Crescent gave forward defence via Hezbollah,
Hamas and the Houthis; 2011 vacuums and the IRGC/Quds Force projected power. Critically note the
current strain under the U.S.–Israel offensive. Conclude on the paradox of primacy producing
multipolarity and lessons for Indian strategy.
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P REL IMS  — 10  MCQS

Q1
Consider the following statements about the
FSSAI:

1. It is a statutory body under the Food Safety and
Standards Act, 2006.

2. It functions under the Ministry of Consumer
Affairs, Food & Public Distribution.

3. Its proposed front-of-pack thresholds are
based on the ICMR-NIN Dietary Guidelines for
Indians, 2024.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

1 and 2 only

1 and 3 only

2 and 3 only

1, 2 and 3

Q2
With respect to the FSSAI's proposed warning
label, which is correct?

It is a green traffic-light mark shown when
high in any one nutrient

It is a red hexagonal warning shown when high
in two or more nutrients of concern

It applies only to imported packaged foods

It is issued by the Ministry of Consumer Affairs

Q3
Consider the following about the PMLA, 2002:

1. It came into force in 2005.

2. The Directorate of Enforcement is the agency
empowered to investigate offences under it.

3. Suspicious transactions are reported to the
Financial Intelligence Unit-India (FIU-IND).

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

1 and 2 only

2 and 3 only

1 and 3 only

1, 2 and 3

Q4
The Directorate of Enforcement (ED) is
responsible for enforcing which of the
following?

1. Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002

2. Foreign Exchange Management Act, 1999

3. Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, 2018

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

1 and 2 only

1 and 3 only

2 and 3 only

1, 2 and 3

Q5
The “Dietary Guidelines for Indians, 2024”
referenced in the FSSAI label debate were
issued by:

World Health Organization

ICMR-National Institute of Nutrition

Food Corporation of India

NITI Aayog

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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Q6
Regarding the U.S. after 9/11, consider the
following:

1. The 2003 invasion of Iraq removed a buffer
between Iran and the Gulf monarchies.

2. The U.S. completed its withdrawal from
Afghanistan in August 2021.

3. The war on terror strengthened, rather than
isolated, Iran's regional position.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

1 and 2 only

2 and 3 only

1 and 3 only

1, 2 and 3

Q7
The “Axis of Resistance”, in the West Asian
context, is best described as:

A NATO-led counter-terror coalition

An Iran-led network of state and non-state
actors opposed to U.S.-Israel influence

A UN peacekeeping arrangement for Syria

A Gulf Cooperation Council security pact

Q8
Consider the following about NAFTA:

1. It came into effect in 1994.

2. It was a trilateral pact including the U.S.,
Canada and Mexico.

3. It was later renegotiated into the USMCA.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

1 and 2 only

2 and 3 only

1 and 3 only

1, 2 and 3

Q9
With reference to the recent FADA vehicle-
registration data, which is correct?

Petrol vehicles recorded their highest-ever
share

Alternative powertrains (CNG, electric, hybrid)
led passenger-vehicle sales for the first time

Urban sales grew faster than rural sales

Dealers reported inventory below the
recommended level

Q10
The term “Shia Crescent” refers to an arc of
influence running through:

Egypt–Libya–Tunisia

Iraq–Syria–Lebanon

Turkey–Greece–Cyprus

Saudi Arabia–Yemen–Oman

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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A N S W E R  K E Y  &  R AT I O N A L E

Q1 · (b) Q2 · (b) Q3 · (d) Q4 · (d) Q5 · (b) Q6 · (d) Q7 · (b) Q8 · (d)

Q9 · (b) Q10 · (b)

Q1 (b) — FSSAI is statutory under the FSS Act, 2006 and works under the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare
(not Consumer Affairs); thresholds follow ICMR-NIN's 2024 guidelines.

Q2 (b) — The proposal is a red hexagonal front-of-pack warning triggered when a product is high in two or
more nutrients of concern — fat, sugar or salt.

Q3 (d) — All three are correct: PMLA in force from 2005, enforced by the ED, with suspicious transactions
reported to FIU-IND.

Q4 (d) — The ED enforces PMLA (2002), FEMA (1999) and the Fugitive Economic Offenders Act (2018).

Q5 (b) — The Dietary Guidelines for Indians, 2024 were issued by the ICMR-National Institute of Nutrition.

Q6 (d) — All three hold: Iraq 2003 removed the Iran-Gulf buffer, the Afghan withdrawal ended in Aug 2021, and
the war on terror strengthened Iran.

Q7 (b) — The Axis of Resistance is an Iran-led political-military network of states and proxies opposed to U.S.-
Israel influence.

Q8 (d) — NAFTA (1994) was a trilateral U.S.–Canada–Mexico pact, later renegotiated as the USMCA (2020).

Q9 (b) — Alternative powertrains led PV sales for the first time; rural outpaced urban and dealer inventory
(38–40 days) exceeded the recommended 21.

Q10 (b) — The Shia Crescent denotes the arc of Iranian influence through Iraq, Syria and Lebanon.

Q U I C K  R E V I S I O N  R E C A P

FSSAI: statutory (FSS Act 2006), Min. of Health; red hexagon when high in ≥2 nutrients; thresholds from
ICMR-NIN 2024; flagship Eat Right India; Chairperson + 22 members (1/3 women).

PMLA/ED: PMLA in force 2005; ED (est. 1956) enforces PMLA, FEMA, FEOA; proceeds of crime; FIU-IND;
Adjudicating Authority & Appellate Tribunal.

9/11 at 25: regime-change wars (Afghanistan 2001, Iraq 2003, Libya 2011); Afghan exit Aug 2021; primacy-
through-force eroded unipolarity → multipolar order.

Auto/FADA: August registrations +17.5% YoY; alternative powertrains led PV sales for the first time; rural >
urban; watch the base effect & 38–40-day inventory.

Trade: U.S.–Canada tariff war (up to 50%); NAFTA 1994 → USMCA 2020; India's Feb-2026 18% tariff pact
did not end U.S. probes.

Iran: Axis of Resistance (“ring of fire”), Shia Crescent (Iraq-Syria-Lebanon), IRGC/Quds Force; U.S. wars
removed its containment.

P R E L I M S  T R A P- S E T T E R S

Trap: FSSAI is not under Consumer Affairs — it is under the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare.

VEDANTA · Practice Zone · 11 September 2026 · Compiled by Sapna Chauhan · 14



Trap: PMLA was enacted in 2002 but came into force in 2005 — both dates are examinable.

Trap: A CNG/hybrid lead is not a non-fossil-fuel lead — CNG is a fossil fuel and most hybrids still use
petrol.

Trap: NAFTA (1994) preceded the USMCA (2020); do not treat them as unrelated agreements.

Trap: The Afghan withdrawal was completed in August 2021, not 2020 (the Feb-2020 Doha deal only
committed to withdrawal).

M A I N S  —  M O D E L  A N S W E R  S K E L E T O N S

Q1 · FSSAI labels. Intro: FSSAI's red-hexagon front-of-pack proposal & the SC's "how do you define high?"
query. Body (design challenges): (i) setting scientific thresholds via ICMR-NIN 2024 & the "≥2 nutrients"
trigger; (ii) industry pushback and the reformulation-vs-labelling debate; (iii) choice of model — warning
octagons (Chile) vs traffic-light (UK) vs star ratings; (iv) enforcement, small-manufacturer capacity,
litigation risk. Public-health stake: NCDs, childhood obesity, Eat Right India. Conclusion: labels must be
simple, science-anchored and legally defensible.

Q2 · GWOT & Iran. Intro: 9/11, the U.S. aim to isolate Iran, and the paradox that followed. Body (the
inversion): (i) removal of the Taliban & Saddam ended Iran's containment; (ii) Shia-Sunni churn & ISIS
made Iran indispensable to Baghdad; (iii) the Axis of Resistance / Shia Crescent as forward defence via
Hezbollah, Hamas, the Houthis; (iv) 2011 vacuums & the IRGC-Quds Force projecting power. Critical note:
current strain under the U.S.-Israel offensive; primacy-through-force bred multipolarity. Conclusion:
lessons for India's autonomous, interest-led West Asia policy.

T O D AY  I N  O N E  L I N E  —  R E V I S E  A L L  S I X

1 · FSSAI: red-hexagon front-of-pack warning proposed; SC asks how "high" is defined — thresholds from
ICMR-NIN 2024.

2 · PMLA/IRCTC: Delhi court frames PMLA charges against Lalu, Rabri & Tejashwi over hotel-lease
irregularities.

3 · Post-unipolar world: 9/11 at 25 — U.S. primacy-by-force eroded the unipolar moment and hastened
multipolarity.

4 · Auto/FADA: August registrations up ~17.5% YoY; alternative powertrains led PV sales for the first time.

5 · Trade: the India-Canada-U.S. episode — NAFTA→USMCA lesson that tariff wars and re-negotiation are
now routine.

6 · Iran & GWOT: the war on terror removed Iran's buffers (Taliban, Saddam) and strengthened its regional
position.
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