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• Article 94 of the Constitution specifies the circumstances in which the Speaker or 
Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha vacates office.  

• Under Article 94(a), they automatically cease to hold office if they stop being a 
member of the Lok Sabha.  

• Article 94(b) allows them to resign at any time by submitting a written resignation.  

• Under Article 94(c), they may be removed by a resolution passed by a Majority of all 
the then members of the House.  

• This provision applies exclusively to the Lok Sabha and not the Rajya Sabha. 



• Procedural Requirements: The specific steps are governed by Rules 200–203 of the 
Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha. 

• 14-Day Notice: A resolution for removal can only be moved after giving at least 14 
days' notice. 

• The notice must be given in writing to the Secretary-General of the Lok Sabha, 
signed by at least one member. 

• Admission of Motion: The motion is entered in the List of Business if it is in order. 
• The Presiding Officer reads the notice to the House, for the motion to be admitted 

for discussion, at least 50 members must rise in support of it in the House. 
• If fewer than 50 members rise, the motion fails to get the "leave of the House" and 

is dropped. 
• Strict Guidelines for the Motion: The charges in the resolution must be specific, 

clearly expressed, and precise. 



• Passing the Resolution: For the removal to be successful, the resolution must be passed by a 
majority of all the then members of the House. This is technically known as an Effective 
Majority. 

• Outcome: If the resolution is passed by the Effective Majority, the Speaker is removed from 
office immediately. 

• Notably, the Speaker does not vacate his office upon the dissolution of the Lok Sabha. The 
Speaker continues until immediately before the first meeting of the newly elected Lok 
Sabha.  

• However, in the case of removal by resolution, the vacation is immediate. 



• Speaker’s Role During Proceedings: The Speaker cannot preside over the House 
while a resolution for their removal is under consideration (Article 96). 

• The Speaker has the right to speak and take part in the proceedings. They can vote in 
the first instance (as an ordinary member) but cannot exercise a casting vote in the 
case of an equality of votes (tie). 

• Historical Precedents: No-confidence motions against the Speaker have been moved 
only three times in history: 

• 1954: Against G.V. Mavalankar (First Speaker). 
• 1966: Against Hukam Singh. 
• 1987: Against Balram Jakhar. 
• Outcome: All three motions failed, and no Speaker has ever been removed from 

office via this process. 



Q. Consider the following statements: (2017)  

1. In the election for Lok Sabha or State Assembly, the winning candidate must get at 
least 50 percent of the votes polled, to be declared elected.  

2. According to the provisions laid down in the Constitution of India, in Lok Sabha, the 
Speaker’s post goes to the majority party and the Deputy Speaker’s to the 
Opposition.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

(a) 1 only  
(b) 2 only  
(c) Both 1 and 2  
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 



Regarding the office of the Lok Sabha speaker, consider the following statements: 
(2012)  

1. He/She holds the office during the pleasure of the President.  
2. He/She need not be a member of the House at the time of his/her election but has 

to become a member of the House within six months from the date of his/her 
election.  

3. If he/she intends to resign, the letter of his/her resignation has to be addressed to 
the Deputy Speaker.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2 only  
(b) 3 only  
(c) 1, 2 and 3  
(d) None 
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• The current crunch in India’s natural gas supply is likely to be short-lived as the 
prevailing higher prices make imports from distant sources economically viable, 
according to government sources. 

• However, such shipments typically take longer to arrive, meaning the country could 
face a shortage in the interim, they said.

• India’s LPG output has increased by 10% after prioritising supplies to households 
over industry users, an official said requesting anonymity. 

• On March 5, the Petroleum and Natural Gas Ministry had asked all oil refining 
companies to maximise production, directing that all propane and butane produced, 
recovered, or otherwise available to be utilised for LPG output.



• “On LNG, it is very difficult to make changes quickly,” the official said. “Apart from 
Qatar, our other options are Norwegian or American gas, and that takes a long time 
to reach India.” 

• Shipping industry estimates suggest it takes about two months for vessels to travel 
to the U.S. or Norway and return to India with gas cargo.

• Another government official said LPG and LNG supplies had been diversified, with 
cargoes “already arriving”. 

• “Some geographies are distant and therefore take time, but supplies are coming,” 
the official said.
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• Chandigarh attained 99.93% literacy rate, thus making it a fully literate Union 
Territory, said Gulab Chand Kataria, the Governor of Punjab and Administrator of 
Chandigarh. It is the sixth State/U.T. in the country and the second Union Territory to 
achieve the feat.

• To celebrate this achievement, Chandigarh’s Education Department held a 
“felicitation of neo-literates”, where newly literate individuals were honoured. Mr. 
Kataria, the chief guest at the event, described the achievement as a historic 
moment for Chandigarh.

• He said the success achieved under the Understanding Lifelong Learning for All in 
Society (ULLAS) has helped the city surpass the 95% literacy benchmark set under 
the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.



• The ULLAS (Understanding Lifelong Learning for All in Society) is a transformative initiative 
launched by the Indian government to promote lifelong learning and bridge the gaps in basic 
literacy and critical life skills among citizens aged 15 and above.

• The program aims to empower individuals with essential knowledge and skills for personal 
and national development.

• ULLAS User-Friendly Mobile Application serves as a digital gateway to diverse learning 
resources via the DIKSHA portal.

• Key Features of ULLAS: Nav Bharat Saksharta Karyakram:
• Lifelong Learning Focus:
• Emphasizes continuous learning throughout life.
• Fosters a culture of knowledge-sharing and personal development.
• Digital and Financial Literacy:
• Equip participants with digital literacy skills.
• Promotes financial awareness and empowerment.



• Critical Life Skills:
• Impart important life skills such as legal literacy and digital literacy.
• Enhances citizenship and empowerment.

• Incentives for Student Volunteers:
• Provides credits in school/university for student volunteers.
• Offers appreciation through certificates, letters, and felicitations.

• To empower individuals aged 15 years and above with foundational literacy and 
numeracy, critical life skills, basic education, vocational skills, and continuing 
education, aligning with the vision of NEP 2020 to mainstream nonliterates into 
society.

• Type: Centrally Sponsored Scheme
• Tenure: 2022-2027
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• The Union Cabinet on Tuesday approved the extension of the Ministry of Jal Shakti’s 
Jal Jeevan programme to 2028 and provisioned more money to meet its goal of 
providing a minimum amount of daily potable water to every rural household in the 
country.

• A press note from the Ministry notes that the programme’s focus will change “...from 
infrastructure creation to service delivery.”

• Launched on 15th August 2019, the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) aims to provide tap 
water to every rural household by 2024 (extended till 2028), targeting 55 liters per 
person per day. 

• It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme, implemented by the Ministry of Jal Shakti. 



• Key Target: “Har Ghar Jal”, ensuring 55 litres per capita per day (lpcd) of safe, 
adequate drinking water to every rural household.

• The fund-sharing pattern between the Centre and states is:
• 100% for Union Territories.
• 90:10 for Himalayan and North-Eastern States,
• 50:50 for other states.

• The Mission will converge with other Central and State Government Schemes to 
achieve its objectives of sustainable water supply management across the country.



Mains Question

“Water scarcity is emerging as one of the most critical challenges for sustainable 
development in India.”
Discuss the major causes of water stress in India and suggest a comprehensive strategy 
for sustainable water management.

“जल सकंट भारत में सतत विकास के ललए एक गभंीर चुनौती के रूप में उभर रहा है।”
भारत में जल तनाव (Water Stress) के प्रमखु कारणों की चचाा कीजजए तथा सतत जल 
प्रबंधन के ललए एक समग्र रणनीतत सझुाइए।
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• The Supreme Court on Tuesday sought balance between protecting the nation 
against fake online content and safeguarding the right to free speech while the 
Centre defended that its Information Technology Rules was not meant to curb 
humour, satire or criticism of the government.

• “There is no intention under the statute [Information Technology Act] or the Rules to 
curb any humour, statute, expression of view, critical expression of view and 
criticism,” Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta, for the Union government, addressed a 
Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant.

• In fact, the government had notified the formation of a Fact Checking Unit (FCU) 
under the Press Information Bureau through a notification issued in March 2024 via 
the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) 
Rules, amended in April 2023. 



• The FCU was meant to act as a “deterrent” against the creation and dissemination of fake news or 
misinformation regarding the “business” of the Centre. 

• The Amendment Rules and the establishment of the FCU had come under the judicial scrutiny of the 
Bombay High Court through petitions filed by the Editors Guild of India and stand-up comedian Kunal 
Kamra.

• The High Court had, in September 2024, struck down the FCU notification and concluded the 
amended IT Rules of 2023 “unconstitutional” and violative of Article 14 (right to equality), 19 
(freedom of speech and expression) and 19(1)(g) (freedom and right to profession) of the 
Constitution. 

• It had concluded that the expression “fake, false and misleading” in the Rules was “vague and hence 
wrong” in the absence of any definition. The High Court had said the government cannot assume the 
role of the “sole arbiter of truth”.

• The Centre appealed in the Supreme Court against the High Court decision, saying it had no 
subversive intention to crush free speech.



• Information Technology Act, 2000 is the principal legislation governing electronic 
communication and social media.

• Section 79(1) provides “safe harbour” protection to intermediaries (e.g., Facebook, 
X, Instagram) against liability for third-party content, provided they act as neutral 
platforms and do not control or modify content.

• Section 69A of the IT Act, 2000 allows the Government to block online content for 
protecting sovereignty, security, defense, foreign relations, public order, and 
preventing incitement to offences.

• Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) 
Rules, 2021 mandates social-media platforms to ensure user safety, removal of 
unlawful content, and awareness on issues such as privacy, copyright, defamation, 
and national security.



• In Shreya Singhal v. Union of India (2015), SC struck down Section 66A  of the IT Act, 
2000 for vagueness, reaffirming that criticism, satire, and dissent are protected 
under Article 19(1)(a), unless falling within reasonable restrictions under Article 
19(2).

• Section 66A criminalized sending offensive, false, or objectionable information via 
computers or electronic devices, prescribing up to 3 years’ imprisonment.

• In K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India (2017), SC recognised privacy as a fundamental 
right under Article 21. 

• It shaped later data protection measures, including the Digital Personal Data 
Protection Act, 2023, and influenced regulation of WhatsApp privacy policies and 
Aadhaar data norms.



Mains Question

Examine the challenges involved in regulating social media platforms in India. How can 
the government balance the protection of freedom of expression and privacy with the 
need to ensure accountability and curb misuse?

भारत में सोशल मीडिया प्लेटफॉमा के ववतनयमन से जडुी चुनौततयों का परीक्षण कीजजए। 
अलभव्यजतत की स्वतंत्रता और तनजता की सरुक्षा के साथ-साथ जवाबदेही सतुनजचचत करने 
तथा दरुुपयोग को रोकने के बीच सरकार सतंुलन कैसे स्थावपत कर सकती है?
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• Strategic blunder

• The U.S. must pull back instead of tailing Israel in this reckless war

• Israel and the U.S. began attacking Iran hours after Oman, which mediated talks between 
Tehran and Washington, had said that a nuclear deal was within reach. After the war began, 
Mr. Trump kept shifting the goalposts. 

• On day one, he said the overthrow of the Iranian state was his objective; by the fifth day, he 
said he wanted to be involved in selecting Iran’s new leader, and by the eleventh day, he 
declared that America had already won and that the war would be over “soon”, even as 
Iranian missiles continued to rain down on Israel and target U.S. bases in the region. 

• To be sure, the U.S. and Israel possess immense air power and can continue to pound Iran. 
Independent investigations have found that American missiles struck a girls’ school in Iran 
on February 28, claiming over 160 lives.
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• The phrase ‘catch them young’ has acquired a perverse slant in a world grappling with a galloping 
non-communicable diseases epidemic. The full gamut of conditions that comprise metabolic diseases, 
usually impacting people with advancing age, are affecting even children, studies show. 

• The recently released World Obesity Atlas 2026 delivers a true shocker. 

• As per the report, released on World Obesity Day (March 4), in 2025, there were 14.9 million children 
in the 5-9 years group and more than 26.4 million children in the 10-19 age group in India who were 
overweight or obese. About 41 million children had a high BMI rate. 

• Further, estimates suggest that by 2040, 20 million children in India will be obese and 56 million will 
be overweight. 

• The report also estimates that at least 120 million children of school-going age are expected to have 
early signs of chronic illnesses such as hypertension and cardiovascular disease due to weight, in 
2040. 



• While, globally, China leads both categories, with 62 million children with high BMI 
and 33 million with obesity, India comes second, and is tailed by the United States 
(27 million high BMI; 13 million obesity). 

• With such high obesity figures, the attendant health statistics too are unacceptably 
off the charts: In India, children aged 5-19 years with disease indicators attributed to 
high BMI, including hypertension, diabetes, hyperglycaemia, high cholesterol, and 
metabolic dysfunction-associated steatotic liver disease (MASLD) are projected to 
rise substantially by 2040.

• Clearly, not enough is being done to stem this tide of growing childhood obesity. The 
World Obesity Federation calls for greater action and emphasis on monitoring in 
terms of marketing restrictions and sugar levies on packaged food products. 



Page No.6 , GS 3



• The controversy over AI integration in military systems highlights the need for 
plurilateral commitments by states to responsible use

• Of the voters whose names were deleted, almost 4.79 lakh are dead, over 5.23 lakh 
have shifted, and 53,619 were found to have duplicate entries.

• Anthropic, an American Artificial Intelligence (AI) lab, is asking for three Chinese AI 
labs (DeepSeek, MoonshotAI, and MiniMax) to be treated as national security 
threats. The AI models of Anthropic and other American labs have also reportedly 
been used by the U.S. military in the Iran attacks to fast-track the “kill chain” from 
target identification to legal approval and strike.

• The Pentagon has labelled Anthropic a “supply chain” risk — a designation 
associated with foreign adversaries, for raising concerns about how its technology is 
being used in military operations. 



• Generative AI is often equated with nuclear technologies, with the aim of containing the 
proliferation of the technology. 

• However, it is a dual-use general-purpose technology that is more comparable to 
semiconductors than nuclear weapons. Unlike nuclear technologies, where governments 
drive research and development efforts, cutting-edge AI research happens in the private 
sector for civilian applications. It just so happens that the same technology also has military 
applications.

• Nuclear non-proliferation works because fissile material is rare, controlled and traceable. 
The same is not true for mathematical AI models. 

• The fact that DeepSeek was able to achieve comparable performance of frontier models at a 
fraction of the cost after export controls were imposed is proof that restrictions are not 
effective. The nuclear narrative asks us to treat querying an AI model as equivalent to 
weapons proliferation.
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