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01 GS-II  ·  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS India–Russia

“End Ukraine War”: Modi–Putin Bilateral on the Eve of BRICS
The Hindu · Page 1

W H Y  I N  N E W S

Russian President Vladimir Putin — the first foreign dignitary to arrive for the 18th BRICS Summit (New Delhi,
12–13 September 2026) — held a bilateral meeting with PM Narendra Modi, reviewing the full spectrum of ties.
Modi reiterated India’s call to end the Russia–Ukraine conflict.

ANALYSIS
Economic track: The leaders discussed closer trade ties and implementation of the Programme for Economic
Cooperation 2030. Sources indicate the bilateral trade target was pushed to $100 billion by 2030, alongside
civil nuclear cooperation projects.

▸

Full-spectrum review: Per the MEA, cooperation was reviewed across political, economic, defence, energy,
space, skill mobility and people-to-people domains — the hallmark of the ‘Special and Privileged Strategic
Partnership’.

▸

Conflict spillovers: The two sides exchanged views on West Asia and the spillover of the Russia–Ukraine war
into the Black Sea region, where several Indian sailors were killed in attacks on foreign-flagged vessels.

▸

India’s posture: New Delhi held that “dialogue and diplomacy” is the way forward and that India is ready to as‐
sist peace efforts — a continuation of its strategic-autonomy / multi-alignment line rather than taking sides.

▸

China angle: Beijing signalled willingness to handle relations with New Delhi “from a strategic height and long-
term perspective” ahead of the Xi–Modi meeting on the Summit sidelines.

▸
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Source clipping · The Hindu · Page 1

PRELIMS POINTERS

VALUE ADDITION · INDIA–RUSSIA ARCHITECTURE

Syllabus Link — GS-II: Bilateral, regional & global groupings and agreements involving India / effect of developments on India’s in‐
terests.

02 GS-II  ·  IR ·  GS-II I  ·  SECURITY West Asia · Chokepoints

Houthis Seize Yemen’s Entire Red Sea Coast
The Hindu · Page 1

W H Y  I N  N E W S

Yemen’s Houthis (Ansar Allah) captured a strategic Red Sea island and, after a week-long offensive, took control
of the country’s entire Red Sea coast — sealing their grip on a vital shipping corridor linking Europe and Asia.

ANALYSIS

Black Sea littorals: Ukraine, Russia, Georgia, Turkey, Bulgaria, Romania.•

Straits: Bosphorus & Dardanelles (the Turkish Straits, governed by the 1936 Montreux Convention); Kerch Strait
links the Black Sea to the Sea of Azov.

•

Connected water bodies: Sea of Azov, Sea of Marmara, Aegean Sea, Mediterranean.•

Thirukkural (gifted to Putin) — classical Tamil text of couplets by Thiruvalluvar.•

Annual bilateral Summit mechanism (since 2000); ‘Special & Privileged Strategic Partnership’ (2010).◆

Defence: S-400 Triumf, BrahMos (joint venture), AK-203 rifles (Amethi).◆

Energy: Kudankulam nuclear plant (Rosatom); discounted crude imports.◆

Connectivity: INSTC and the Chennai–Vladivostok Eastern Maritime Corridor.◆

The chokepoint: The Houthis now dominate territory along the Yemeni side of the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait, the
southern gateway of the Red Sea and, in turn, the approaches to the Suez Canal.

▸
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Source clipping · The Hindu · Page 1

PRELIMS POINTERS

VALUE ADDITION · WORLD CHOKEPOINTS

Syllabus Link — GS-II: India’s interests in West Asia. GS-III: Security challenges & maritime trade / sea lines of communication.

Trade shock: Roughly 12% of global trade transits the Red Sea; disruption forces re-routing around the Cape of
Good Hope, raising freight, insurance and transit times — a direct hit to India’s exports and energy flows.

▸

Regional context: The offensive left hundreds dead. A Saudi-backed government official conceded that
“everything under our control on the western coast has fallen.”

▸

India’s stake: Energy security, safety of Indian seafarers, and naval commitments — India has sustained deploy‐
ments (e.g., Operation Sankalp) to protect shipping in the Gulf of Aden / Arabian Sea.

▸

Bab-el-Mandeb separates the Arabian Peninsula (Yemen) from the Horn of Africa (Djibouti, Eritrea); connects the
Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden & Arabian Sea.

•

Red Sea littorals: West — Egypt, Sudan, Eritrea, Djibouti; East — Saudi Arabia, Yemen.•

Northern arms: Gulf of Suez & Gulf of Aqaba, split by the Sinai Peninsula; Suez Canal at the north.•

Socotra (Yemen) lies in the Arabian Sea near the Gulf of Aden.•

Strait of Hormuz (Persian Gulf ↔ Gulf of Oman) — oil.◆

Bab-el-Mandeb (Red Sea ↔ Gulf of Aden).◆

Strait of Malacca (Indian Ocean ↔ South China Sea).◆

Suez Canal & Panama Canal — man-made shortcuts.◆
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03 GS-II  ·  DIASPORA & GLOBAL POLICY H-1B Visa

U.S. Proposes Ending the 60-Day Grace Period for H-1B Holders
The Hindu · Page 12

W H Y  I N  N E W S

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security proposed a rule — “Eliminating the Discretionary 60-Day Grace
Period” — to scrap the window that lets laid-off skilled workers on H-1B (and allied) visas find a new job before
departing. Indian tech workers would be worst hit.

ANALYSIS

Source clipping · The Hindu · Page 12

PRELIMS POINTERS

What changes: DHS would remove the discretionary 60-day grace period for E-1, E-2, E-3, H-1B, H-1B1, L-1, O-1
and TN holders whose employment ceases. If finalised, affected workers must leave the U.S. immediately un‐
less separately authorised.

▸

Process: The rule is to be published in the Federal Register, with a 60-day public comment window before fi‐
nalisation.

▸

Why India cares: Indians have made up 70%+ of H-1B approvals annually since 2015 (China second at 12–13%);
the change raises job-loss precarity for the Indian tech diaspora.

▸

DHS rationale: It claims the move ‘restores a direct relationship between non-immigrant status and the specif‐
ic employment that formed the basis of admission’ and reduces administrative burden.

▸

H-1B: non-immigrant visa for specialty occupations (min. bachelor’s); introduced 1990; valid up to 6 years.•

Cap: 65,000 regular + 20,000 for U.S. master’s degree holders per fiscal year.•

After 6 years: leave the U.S. for 12 months before re-applying, or seek a Green Card.•
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VALUE ADDITION · U.S. VISA CATEGORIES

Syllabus Link — GS-II: Indian diaspora; effect of policies & politics of developed countries on India’s interests.

04 GS-II  ·  GOVERNANCE ·  GS-II I  ·  ECONOMY Consumer Protection

E-Commerce Firms Brought Under Tighter Regulation
The Hindu · Page 10

W H Y  I N  N E W S

The Union Consumer Affairs Department notified the Consumer Protection (E-Commerce) (Amendment)
Rules, 2026 (gazetted 9 September; operational 1 January 2027) to curb dark patterns and bundled fees and
protect buyers on digital marketplaces.

ANALYSIS

Source clipping · The Hindu · Page 10

O — extraordinary ability (sciences, arts, education, business, athletics).◆

H-2A — temporary agricultural worker; H-2B — seasonal non-agri labour.◆

L-1 — intra-company transferee; TN — professionals under USMCA.◆

B-2 — tourism/pleasure; V — spouse & children of a Lawful Permanent Resident.◆

Origin disclosure: Platforms must disclose the importer and country of origin for imported goods.▸

Entity transparency: Every e-commerce entity must publish its legal name, principal geographic address of
HQ and all branches, website details and customer-care contacts.

▸

Grievance redress: A grievance officer must acknowledge a complaint within 48 hours and redress it within
one month.

▸

Legal anchor: The rules flow from the Consumer Protection Act, 2019, administered via the Central Consumer
Protection Authority (CCPA).

▸
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PRELIMS POINTERS

VALUE ADDITION · CONSUMER PROTECTION FRAMEWORK

Syllabus Link — GS-II: Government policies & regulation of sectors. GS-III: Digital economy & consumer welfare.

05 GS-III  ·  INFRASTRUCTURE & SECURITY Road Safety

Eyes on the Road: Judicial Fiat Alone Cannot Prevent Traffic
Deaths
The Hindu · Editorial · Page 6

W H Y  I N  N E W S

A Supreme Court Bench asked the Road Transport Ministry to consider a petition to cut road deaths by habitu‐
ating seat belts, helmets and child-restraint use — prompting a wider look at why India’s toll stays high.

ANALYSIS

Dark Patterns: manipulative UI/UX designs that deceive or pressure users into unintended actions; term coined in 
2010 by UX expert Harry Brignull.

•

CCPA issued Guidelines for Prevention & Regulation of Dark Patterns, 2023.•

Enabling apps/tools: Jago Grahak Jago app and the Jagriti Dashboard for suo-motu CCPA action.•

Consumer Protection Act, 2019 — replaced the 1986 Act; created CCPA & CDRCs.◆

Three-tier redress: District, State, National Consumer Disputes Redressal Commissions.◆

Concepts covered: product liability, misleading ads, e-commerce & endorsements.◆

Disproportionate toll: India hosts only ~1% of the world’s vehicles but accounts for around 11% of global road
fatalities.

▸

Who dies: In 2024 MoRTH data, two-wheeler riders were 46.2% and pedestrians 20.6% of road deaths —
groups that seat belts/child restraints (which protect only enclosed-vehicle occupants, ~⅓ of mortality) do not
cover.

▸

Speeding first: Speeding is the dominant recorded violation linked to fatalities; a strategy that curbs opportun‐
ities to over-accelerate may yield larger gains than restraint-use alone.

▸

Safe System gap: Neither Union nor States have systematically adopted the ‘Safe System’ approach — design‐
ing roads on the assumption that not everyone behaves perfectly, fixing black spots and improving trauma care.

▸

Governance, not just courts: The MV (Amendment) Act, 2019 scaffolded mechanisms, but data shows no im‐
provement at scale. The Court wisely referred the petition to the Centre rather than assume an intervention‐
ist posture — a tacit nod that road safety has outgrown judicial fiat.

▸
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Source clipping · The Hindu · Editorial · Page 6

PRELIMS POINTERS

VALUE ADDITION · THE ‘SAFE SYSTEM’ PILLARS

Syllabus Link — GS-III: Infrastructure; disaster/road-safety governance. GS-II: Public health & the role of judiciary vs executive.

06 GS-II  ·  GROUPINGS ·  GS-II I  ·  ECONOMY BRICS · NDB

The BRICS Bank — An Alternative That Wasn’t
The Hindu · Op-Ed · Page 6

W H Y  I N  N E W S

As India hosts the 18th BRICS Summit (New Delhi, 12–13 September 2026) under the theme ‘Humanity First’, an
op-ed asks whether BRICS’s financial institutions — the New Development Bank and the Contingent Reserve Ar‐
rangement — have truly built an alternative to the Western-led order.

ANALYSIS

Brasilia Declaration (2015): signed at the 2nd Global High-Level Conference on Road Safety; India is a signatory;
aligns with SDG 3.6 (halve road-traffic deaths).

•

Decade of Action for Road Safety 2021–2030: UNGA target to cut deaths/injuries by at least 50% by 2030; linked to
the Stockholm Declaration.

•

Domestic: Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Act, 2019; tamper-proof seat-belt reminders.•

Safe roads & roadsides (fix accident-prone black spots).◆

Safe speeds (speed management, calming).◆

Safe vehicles (crash-worthiness, restraint reminders).◆

Safe road users + rapid post-crash trauma care.◆

NDB reality check: A decade after its 2015 launch, about half of the NDB’s outstanding bonds are in U.S. dol‐
lars, most of the rest in yuan; the rand is ~1%. Local-currency lending — targeted at 30% by end-2025 — sat at
roughly 22% in mid-2025, and the first rupee bond was still only planned as of September 2025.

▸
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Source clipping · The Hindu · Op-Ed · Page 6

PRELIMS POINTERS

VALUE ADDITION · BRICS FINANCIAL TOOLKIT

Syllabus Link — GS-II: Important global groupings & agreements involving India. GS-III: International financial institutions & the In‐
dian economy.

Western ratings win: The NDB courts S&P, Fitch and Moody’s; in March 2022 it froze operations related to
Russia — a founding member and 20% shareholder — to protect its New York credit standing.

▸

CRA never fired: The Contingent Reserve Arrangement (2015), a $100-billion FX pool meant to bypass the IMF,
has never been activated. Drawing more than 30% of one’s share requires an IMF programme — the escape
hatch loops right back to the IMF.

▸

The IMF veto: The U.S. holds 16.49% of IMF votes; with an 85% supermajority needed for major decisions,
Washington alone wields an effective veto — the structural grievance BRICS keeps naming.

▸

India’s moment: Hosting BRICS (its second big multilateral chair since the 2023 G-20) lets India advance global
ambitions while a bloc ‘too big to fail’ balances geopolitical turbulence with practical cooperation.

▸

BRICS members (11): Brazil, China, Egypt, Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, Iran, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, UAE.•

Footprint: ~49.5% of world population, ~40% of GDP, ~26% of global trade.•

Evolution: BRIC coined 2001 (Jim O’Neill); formalised 2006 (UNGA, New York); 1st Summit Yekaterinburg 2009;
South Africa joined 2010 (Sanya 2011); expansion Jan 2024; Indonesia Jan 2025; 10 partner countries in 2025.

•

India Chairship 2026 theme: Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability; logo features a
lotus & the ‘Namaste’ gesture.

•

New Development Bank (NDB) — HQ Shanghai; first president K.V. Kamath (India).◆

Contingent Reserve Arrangement (CRA) — $100 bn FX safety net.◆

Aim: de-dollarisation & local-currency trade — modest in practice (Rio 2025’s 126-point declaration omitted the
word).

◆
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15 Marks · 250 words

15 Marks · 250 words

T E S T  Y O U R S E L F

Practice Zone

MAINS PRACTICE

MAINS

“Road accidents in India are not merely a transport problem, but a major public-health and governance
challenge.” Discuss the key causes of rising road fatalities in India and suggest measures to improve
road safety.

“भारत मे ंसड़क द�ुर्घटनाए ँकेवल प�रवहन स ेजड़ुी समस्या नही,ं ब��क एक गभंीर सावर्घज�नक स्वास्थ्य एवं शासन सबंधंी चनुौती है।ं” भारत मे ंबढ़ती

सड़क द�ुर्घटनाओ ंऔर मतृ्य ुके प्रमखु कारणो ंकी चचर्चा की�जए तथा सड़क सरुक्षा मे ंसधुार हेत ुउपाय सझुाइए।

Approach — Frame the toll (1% vehicles, 11% deaths); causes — speeding, two-wheeler/pedestrian vulnerability, weak en‐
forcement, poor road design, patchy trauma care; measures — Safe System approach, black-spot fixing, tamper-proof re‐
straint reminders, MV Act 2019 enforcement, Brasilia/Decade-of-Action commitments, treat as public-health issue.

MAINS

Critically examine whether the BRICS financial institutions — the New Development Bank and the Con‐
tingent Reserve Arrangement — offer a genuine alternative to the Western-dominated global financial
order. What should be India’s approach?

समालोचनात्मक रूप स ेपरीक्षण की�जए �क क्या �ब्रक्स की �वत्तीय ससं्थाए ँ— नव �वकास बैकं (NDB) एवं आक�स्मक आर�क्षत व्यवस्था (CRA) —

प��चम-प्रभतु्व वाली वै��वक �वत्तीय व्यवस्था का वास्त�वक �वक�प प्रस्ततु करती है?ं इस सदंभर्घ मे ंभारत का द�ृ�टकोण क्या होना चा�हए?

Approach — Intent vs record — NDB’s dollar-heavy bonds, sub-target local-currency lending, reliance on Western rating
agencies, Russia freeze; CRA never activated & IMF linkage; IMF voting-share grievance. India’s path — pragmatic reform-
from-within, push local-currency settlement, de-risk without decoupling, leverage its 2026 Chairship.

PRELIMS MCQS (10)

Q1. With reference to the Black Sea, consider the following statements:
1. The Kerch Strait connects the Black Sea with the Sea of Azov.
2. The Bosphorus and Dardanelles straits are governed by the Montreux Convention.
3. Georgia is a littoral state of the Black Sea.
How many of the above are correct?

(a) Only one (b) Only two

(c) All three (d) None

Q2. The ‘Programme for Economic Cooperation 2030’, seen recently in the news, is associated with India’s partner‐
ship with:

(a) United States (b) Russia

(c) European Union (d) Japan
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Q3. The Bab-el-Mandeb Strait connects the:

(a) Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea (b) Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden

(c) Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman (d) Black Sea and the Aegean Sea

Q4. Consider the following pairs of water bodies bordering the Arabian Peninsula:
1. Gulf of Aqaba — east of the Sinai Peninsula
2. Gulf of Suez — west of the Sinai Peninsula
3. Socotra Island — Persian Gulf
Which of the pairs are correctly matched?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Q5. With reference to the H-1B visa, consider the following statements:
1. It is an immigrant visa granting permanent residency.
2. The regular annual cap is 65,000, with an additional 20,000 for U.S. master’s degree holders.
3. It is valid for up to six years.
Which are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Q6. The U.S. visa category granted to a ‘foreign national with extraordinary ability in the sciences, arts, education,
business or athletics’ is the:

(a) L-1 visa (b) O visa

(c) TN visa (d) B-2 visa

Q7. The term ‘Dark Patterns’, in the context of consumer protection, refers to:

(a) Encryption used to hide user data on e-commerce sites (b) Manipulative UI/UX designs that deceive or pressure
users into unintended actions

(c) Counterfeit goods sold on online marketplaces (d) Algorithms that personalise advertisements

Q8. Under the Consumer Protection (E-Commerce) (Amendment) Rules, 2026, a grievance officer must acknowledge
a consumer complaint within ____ and redress it within ____.

(a) 24 hours; 15 days (b) 48 hours; one month

(c) 72 hours; 45 days (d) one week; three months

Q9. Consider the following statements about road safety in India:
1. India accounts for about 11% of global road-traffic fatalities with roughly 1% of the world’s vehicles.
2. In 2024, pedestrians formed the single largest category of road-accident deaths.
3. India is a signatory to the Brasilia Declaration on Road Safety.
Which are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
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Q10. Consider the following statements about BRICS and its institutions:
1. The New Development Bank and the Contingent Reserve Arrangement were both established in 2015.
2. The Contingent Reserve Arrangement has been activated multiple times to bypass the IMF.
3. As of 2025, BRICS has eleven full members including Saudi Arabia and Indonesia.
Which are correct?

(a) 1 and 3 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer Key & Rationale

Q1 — (c) All three
Kerch Strait → Black Sea–Sea of Azov (1 ✓). The Turkish Straits (Bosphorus & Dardanelles) are governed by the 1936
Montreux Convention (2 ✓). Georgia is a Black Sea littoral (3 ✓).

Q2 — (b) Russia
It featured in the Modi–Putin bilateral as a framework to deepen India–Russia economic cooperation, with a trade target of
$100 billion by 2030.

Q3 — (b) Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden
Bab-el-Mandeb links the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden (and thence the Arabian Sea), between Yemen and Djibouti/Eritrea.
Hormuz links the Persian Gulf & Gulf of Oman.

Q4 — (a) 1 and 2 only
Sinai lies between the Gulf of Suez (west) and Gulf of Aqaba (east) — 1 & 2 ✓. Socotra is in the Arabian Sea near the Gulf of
Aden, not the Persian Gulf — 3 ✗.

Q5 — (b) 2 and 3 only
H-1B is a non-immigrant, specialty-occupation visa (1 ✗). Cap 65,000 + 20,000 for US master’s (2 ✓); valid up to 6 years (3 ✓).

Q6 — (b) O visa
The O visa covers individuals of extraordinary ability. L-1 is intra-company transfer, TN is for USMCA professionals, B-2 is
tourism.

Q7 — (b) Manipulative UI/UX designs that deceive or pressure users into unintended actions
Dark patterns are deceptive interface designs; the term was coined in 2010 by Harry Brignull. India’s CCPA issued guidelines
against them in 2023.

Q8 — (b) 48 hours; one month
The rules require acknowledgement within 48 hours and redress within one month; they take effect from 1 January 2027.

Q9 — (b) 1 and 3 only
1 ✓ and 3 ✓. In 2024, two-wheeler riders (46.2%) — not pedestrians (20.6%) — were the largest category, so 2 ✗.

Q10 — (a) 1 and 3 only
NDB & CRA both 2015 (1 ✓). The CRA has never been activated (2 ✗). BRICS has 11 members including Indonesia (Jan 2025) (3
✓).
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QUICK REVISION RECAP

Modi–Putin: trade target $100 bn by 2030; Programme for
Economic Cooperation 2030; India ‘ready to assist’ peace.

Black Sea straits: Bosphorus + Dardanelles (Montreux,
1936); Kerch → Sea of Azov.

Bab-el-Mandeb: Red Sea ↔ Gulf of Aden; Houthis now
control Yemen’s Red Sea coast.

H-1B: non-immigrant, cap 65,000 + 20,000 (US master’s),
valid 6 yrs; DHS scrapping 60-day grace.

E-Commerce Rules 2026: effective 1 Jan 2027; grievance —
48 hrs ack, 1 month redress; curbs dark patterns.

Dark patterns: term coined 2010 (Harry Brignull); CCPA
guidelines 2023.

Road safety: 1% vehicles, 11% deaths; two-wheelers 46.2%;
Brasilia 2015; Decade of Action 2021–30.

BRICS: 11 members, ~49.5% pop / 40% GDP / 26% trade;
NDB 2015; CRA never activated; US IMF veto (16.49%).

PRELIMS TRAP-SETTERS

PRELIMS ONE-LINERS

PLACES & PERSONS IN NEWS

Black Sea — Modi–Putin discussed spillover here; Indian
sailors killed on foreign-flagged vessels.

Bab-el-Mandeb Strait — Houthis control the Yemeni side
— gateway to the Red Sea & Suez route.

Yekaterinburg — Venue of the 1st BRIC Summit, 2009
(Russia).

New Delhi — Host of the 18th BRICS Summit, 12–13
September 2026 — theme ‘Humanity First’.

— End of Today’s Analysis · Keep Revising —

Kerch vs Bosphorus: Kerch links Black Sea–Sea of Azov; Bosphorus links Black Sea–Sea of Marmara. Don’t swap.⚠

Hormuz vs Bab-el-Mandeb: Hormuz = Persian Gulf↔Gulf of Oman; Bab-el-Mandeb = Red Sea↔Gulf of Aden.⚠

H-1B is NOT an immigrant visa and does not itself grant a Green Card.⚠

Largest road-death group (2024) = two-wheeler riders (46.2%), not pedestrians (20.6%).⚠

CRA has never been activated — a favourite ‘assertion–reason’ trap.⚠

Saudi Arabia’s BRICS status has been ambiguous; Indonesia became a full member in Jan 2025.⚠

Programme for Economic Cooperation 2030 → India–Russia framework; trade target $100 bn by 2030.•

Montreux Convention (1936) governs the Turkish Straits (Bosphorus & Dardanelles).•

Suez Canal links the Mediterranean to the Red Sea (via the Gulf of Suez).•

H-1B annual cap: 65,000 + 20,000 (U.S. master’s); valid up to 6 years.•

‘Dark patterns’ term coined 2010 by Harry Brignull; CCPA guidelines issued 2023.•

E-Commerce (Amendment) Rules, 2026 take effect 1 January 2027.•

Decade of Action for Road Safety: 2021–2030; target — cut deaths/injuries ≥50%.•

NDB HQ: Shanghai; CRA corpus: $100 billion; U.S. IMF voting share: 16.49%.•

BRICS gained Indonesia (Jan 2025) as its newest full member; 10 partner countries added in 2025.•
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