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Prelims · GS 1 · Society T O P I C  0 1

India remains 131st on the Global Gender Gap Index 2026

WHY IN NEWS

KEY NUMBERS

ABOUT THE INDEX

The GGGI (since 2006) benchmarks gender-based gaps on four sub-indices: Economic Participation & Opportunity,
Educational Attainment, Health & Survival, and Political Empowerment (score 0–1, 1 = parity). It measures gaps, not levels
of development, and India's weakest dimensions remain economic participation and political empowerment.

India retained 131st rank on the Global Gender Gap Index (GGGI) 2026, released by the World Economic Forum
(WEF); Iceland, Finland, Norway held the top three slots.

Of 145 countries, only 14 ranked below India (incl. Papua New Guinea, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Algeria,
Congo). Chad was last, with Iran and Pakistan in the bottom three.

India's progress towards gender parity: 64.5% — below the global average; score improved slightly but rank was unchanged.

Globally, 69.2% of the gender gap is now closed (up 0.4 pp); WEF estimates full parity is ~120 years away.
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GS 2 · IR · Map T O P I C  0 2

Oman pitches Sohar Port to expand India's access to Gulf energy

WHY IN NEWS

STRATEGIC EDGE

MAP POINTERS

Oman commands the southern shoulder of the Strait of Hormuz (Musandam exclave, near Khasab). Key ports: Sohar & Mina
Al Fahal (Gulf of Oman), Muscat, Sur, Duqm (Arabian Sea), Salalah (Dhofar). Neighbours: UAE, Saudi Arabia, Yemen.

With the Strait of Hormuz under a chokehold amid Iran–U.S. hostilities, Oman pitched investment in the Sohar Port to give
India uninterrupted access to Persian-Gulf energy.

Sohar lies on Oman's Gulf of Oman coast — outside the Strait of Hormuz — so ships can reach Gulf hubs without
transiting the chokepoint. It handles ~72 million tonnes of cargo annually.

Sits in Oman's north-east, close to the energy pipelines of the UAE and eastern Saudi Arabia; received investments of over
$30 billion.

Earlier Oman offered India the Duqm and Salalah ports; Sohar's advantage is proximity to Gulf energy infrastructure. Pitch
made via the Embassy of Oman and Sohar Freezone.
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GS 2 · IR · Security T O P I C  0 3

Saudi Arabia accuses Houthis of targeting Mecca with a drone

WHY IN NEWS

THE CHOKEPOINT ANGLE

WHY IT MATTERS FOR INDIA

Bab el-Mandeb (between Yemen and Djibouti/Eritrea) links the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden/Arabian Sea and is the gateway to
the Suez Canal route. With both Bab el-Mandeb and Hormuz under stress, India's energy shipping and trade face compounding
chokepoint risk — reinforcing the case for routes like Sohar (Topic 2).

Saudi Arabia accused Yemen's Iran-backed Houthis of a "cowardly" drone attack targeting Mecca; the Houthis rejected the
claim as a "lie".

New fighting between the Houthis and Yemen's Saudi-backed government has dragged in the kingdom after the Houthis
declared a maritime blockade on Saudi ships in the Red Sea.

The Houthis seized Yemen's entire Red Sea coast and the Bab el-Mandeb Strait — a vital artery for Saudi oil exports — as
the wider war also chokes the Strait of Hormuz.

Recent gains include the port of Mokha, then Dhubab and Perim Island — the island sits astride the ~18 km (12-mile)-wide
strait, giving control over shipping traffic between the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden.
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Prelims · Art & Culture T O P I C  0 4

Dadasaheb Phalke Award for Kannada film artist Anant Nag

WHY IN NEWS

ABOUT THE AWARD

PRELIMS HOOK

V.K. Murthy (2008, Karnataka) won for his work in Hindi cinema — hence Anant Nag's win is counted as only the second time
Kannada cinema is honoured. Distinguish the Dadasaheb Phalke Award (lifetime honour) from the Dadasaheb Phalke
International Film Festival Awards (a private event) — a common confusion.

Veteran actor Anant Nag is to receive the Dadasaheb Phalke Award 2024 — only the second Kannada artist to win it after
Dr. Rajkumar (1995). He was given the Padma Bhushan a year earlier.

Born Anant Nagarkatte (1948) in Uttara Kannada; debuted in the 1973 Kannada film Sankalpa; acted in 300+ films (250+
in Kannada). Award to be conferred at the 72nd National Film Awards on 22 Sept, Kevadia (Gujarat).

Instituted in 1969 by the Government of India to honour Dadasaheb Phalke — the "father of Indian cinema", who directed
India's first full-length feature Raja Harishchandra (1913).

India's highest award in cinema. Comprises a Swarna Kamal (Golden Lotus) medallion, a shawl and ₹10 lakh cash. First
recipient: Devika Rani.
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GS 3 · Economy · IR T O P I C  0 5

Currency conundrum — BRICS local-currency trade is no simple
choice for India

WHY IN NEWS

INDIA'S DILEMMA

EXTERNAL PRESSURE

U.S. President Trump's threat of 100% tariffs on countries adopting a BRICS currency shapes India's caution. Nations like
Iran and Russia have pressing reasons to de-dollarise; India, so far, does not — and the New Delhi Declaration reflects that
pragmatism.

The BRICS New Delhi Declaration shows only incremental progress on local-currency trade — acknowledging task-force
efforts "while respecting national priorities" and admitting no one-size-fits-all approach, but offering no concrete proposals.

India's rupee trade with BRICS partners is limited (mainly UAE & Russia) and small; India already uses the UAE Dirham to
pay for Russian oil.

As an exporter, India prefers being paid in dollars — a depreciating rupee yields more rupees per dollar; as a big importer, it
would like to pay in cheaper local currencies. It must eventually choose.

China accounts for ~two-thirds of BRICS exports, so a BRICS local-currency system would largely be yuan-denominated
— which India is loath to adopt. India backs local-currency trade but opposes a single BRICS currency.
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GS 3 · Environment · Species T O P I C  0 6

Pygmy hog — survival tied to a thriving grassland ecosystem

WHY IN NEWS

ECOLOGY & HABITAT

CONSERVATION STATUS

IUCN: Critically Endangered · WPA 1972: Schedule I. Rediscovered 1971; current efforts via the Pygmy Hog Conservation
Programme (1995). Assam aims for a wild population of 300 by 2040 by restoring grasslands at Rupahi & Kanchanbari and
buffers around Manas, Orang and Sonai Rupai WLS.

The pygmy hog — sole surviving species of genus Porcula and the world's smallest wild suid — is an indicator species for
the health of India's alluvial floodplain grasslands.

Assam's captive-breeding programme grew the population 32-fold in three decades. Per the Durrell Wildlife Conservation
Trust, ~250 individuals survived in early 2025, the last natural population in the Panbari grasslands, Manas National Park.

One of few mammals that builds its own roofed nest; prefers undisturbed tall riverine grasslands. Forages with its snout on
roots, tubers, termites, earthworms & eggs — aiding soil aeration and seed dispersal.

Umbrella value: protecting it also shields the Bengal florican, hispid hare, hog deer and greater one-horned rhino. Present
distribution: Manas and Orang National Parks (Assam).
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GS 2 · IR T O P I C  0 7

China's strategy amid West Asia's security realignment

WHY IN NEWS

XI'S FOUR POINTS

BEIJING'S CALCULUS

China prefers to back regional architecture economically while staying militarily disengaged. It has deep defence-tech ties
with Pakistan and growing links with Saudi Arabia, Türkiye & Egypt — Saudi Arabia and Egypt together took roughly a third
of China's combat-drone exports in the decade to 2023 (SIPRI). A fading U.S. security guarantee opens space for Beijing at
low cost.

Xi Jinping's visit to Egypt (Sept 1–2, 2026) marked a shift in Beijing's West Asia engagement; Xi set out a four-point
formula for a new regional security architecture.

Context: the U.S.–Israel war on Iran, fractured Gulf security, closure of the Strait of Hormuz, Türkiye–Israel tensions, and
the Mecca Joint Defence Agreement (Aug 7, 2026) among Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Türkiye.

1. "Unleash the internal momentum of regional common security" — cut external interference; 2. Address issues
comprehensively, prioritising a two-state solution for Palestine.

3. Lasting stability rests on development — opposing the weaponisation of international waterways, favouring economic
diplomacy; 4. All efforts to run through the UN framework.

THE HINDU ANALYSIS · 17 September 2026 Vedanta Coaching Academy & Library · Compiled by Sapna Chauhan Topic 7



GS 3 · Polity · Federalism T O P I C  0 8

MMDR Amendment 2026 — 'unfair to States'?

WHY IN NEWS

THE CONSTITUTIONAL CORE

THE FEDERAL QUESTION

Section 9D extends restrictions from mineral rights (Entry 50) to mineral-bearing lands — risking rendering the 2024 verdict
nugatory. NITI Aayog's Fiscal Health Index credits mining receipts for Odisha & Chhattisgarh's strong non-tax revenue. Core
issue: how far can a Central law restrict a State's exclusive power to tax land? A State bearing extraction's social/infrastructural
costs must retain a meaningful fiscal stake.

The Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2026 inserts Section 9D, restricting States from
levying taxes/cesses on mineral rights or mineral-bearing land except per Centre-prescribed conditions.

Centre's rationale: a predictable tax environment, preventing excessive levies and encouraging long-term investment; it says
90% of mining revenue accrues to States and will continue. States fear losing future fiscal freedom.

States tax mineral rights under Entry 50, State List (Parliament may impose limits via mineral-development law) and tax
lands/buildings under Entry 49, State List.

The 9-judge Bench in Mineral Area Development Authority v. Steel Authority of India (2024) held that royalty is not a
tax, upheld States' power to tax mineral rights, and that mineral-bearing land falls within States' land-taxation power.
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S E L F - E V A L U A T I O N

Practice Zone

M A I N S  —  A N S W E R  W R I T I N G  ( G S  3  /  G S  2 )

Q1. "Local-currency trade arrangements can reduce dependence on dominant international currencies, but their
success requires more than monetary cooperation." Discuss the opportunities and challenges associated with local-
currency trade for India. (250 words / 15 marks)

प्रश्न 1. "स्थानीय मु द्राओं में व्यापार की व्यवस्थाएँ  प्रमु ख अंतरराष्ट्रीय मु द्राओं पर निर्भरता को कम कर सकती हैं , किं तु इसकी सफलता के  लिए के वल
मौद्रिक सहयोग पर्याप्त नहीं  है।" भारत के  लिए स्थानीय मु द्रा व्यापार से जुड़े  अवसरों  एवं चुनौतियों  की चर्चा कीजिए।

Approach: Define local-currency trade vs. a common BRICS currency → opportunities: cushions dollar/sanction risk, rupee
settlement (UAE Dirham for Russian oil), trade with Russia/UAE → challenges: rupee non-convertibility & trapped balances,
trade imbalances (Russia's rupee surplus), yuan dominance (China ~2/3 of BRICS exports), depreciating-rupee export incentive,
Trump's 100% tariff threat → need for convertibility, deeper markets, and credible settlement rails, not just political intent →
balanced conclusion on strategic autonomy.

Q2. "Predictability for investors should not come at the cost of the fiscal autonomy of resource-rich States." Critically
examine this tension in the context of the MMDR Amendment Act, 2026 and the Supreme Court's 2024 mineral-
royalty verdict. (250 words / 15 marks)

प्रश्न 2. "निवेशकों  के  लिए पूर्वानुमेयता, संसाधन-संपन्न राज्यों  की वित्तीय स्वायत्तता की कीमत पर नहीं  आनी चाहिए।" MMDR संशोधन अधिनियम,
2026 तथा उच्चतम न्यायालय के  2024 के  खनिज-रॉयल्टी निर्णय के  संदर्भ में इस तनाव का समालोचनात्मक परीक्षण कीजिए।

Approach: Set up Entry 50 & 49 (State List) and the 2024 nine-judge verdict (royalty ≠ tax; States can tax mineral rights &
mineral-bearing land) → Section 9D of MMDR 2026 restricts State levies, risking making the verdict nugatory → Centre's case
(predictable regime, 90% revenue to States) vs. States' case (fiscal capacity for extraction's social costs, Odisha/Chhattisgarh
non-tax revenue) → fiscal-federalism principle: responsibility must match financial capacity → suggest cooperative mechanisms
(GST-Council-style consultation) → conclude.
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P R E L I M S  —  M C Q S  ( 1 – 6 )

Q1. Consider the following about the Global Gender Gap Index 2026:

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only (b) 1 and 4 only
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Q2. The four sub-indices of the Global Gender Gap Index include which of the following?

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only (b) 2, 3 and 4 only
(c) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only (d) All five

Q3. With reference to the Sohar Port, consider the following:

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Q4. The Bab el-Mandeb Strait connects which two water bodies?

(a) The Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman (b) The Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden
(c) The Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea (d) The Arabian Sea and the Persian Gulf

Q5. Consider the following about the Dadasaheb Phalke Award:

(a) 1 and 4 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1, 2 and 3 only (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Q6. With reference to the pygmy hog, consider the following:

(a) 1 and 3 only (b) 2 and 4 only
(c) 1, 2 and 3 only (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

1. It is released annually by the World Economic Forum.

2. India was ranked 131st out of 145 countries.

3. It benchmarks gaps across four sub-indices, including Health and Survival.

4. It measures the absolute level of women's development in a country.

1. Economic Participation and Opportunity 2. Educational Attainment

3. Health and Survival 4. Political Empowerment 5. Digital Access

1. It is located on Oman's Gulf of Oman coast, outside the Strait of Hormuz.

2. It lies close to the energy pipelines of the UAE and eastern Saudi Arabia.

3. Oman had earlier offered India the Duqm and Salalah ports.

1. It was instituted in 1969 by the Government of India.

2. Its first recipient was Devika Rani.

3. It carries a Swarna Kamal (Golden Lotus) medallion and a cash prize.

4. Dadasaheb Phalke directed India's first full-length feature, Raja Harishchandra (1913).

1. It is the sole surviving species of the genus Porcula.

2. Its last natural population survives in the Manas National Park, Assam.

3. It is listed as Critically Endangered by the IUCN.

4. It is placed under Schedule I of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.
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P R E L I M S  —  M C Q S  ( 7 – 1 0 )

Q7. The Supreme Court's 2024 ruling in 'Mineral Area Development Authority v. Steel Authority of India' held that:

(a) 1 only (b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Q8. Consider the following about taxation of minerals under the Constitution:

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Q9. Regarding BRICS local-currency trade and India, consider the following:

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Q10. The 'Mecca Joint Defence Agreement' (August 2026), referenced amid West Asia's realignment, was signed
among:

(a) Iran, Saudi Arabia and Egypt (b) Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Türkiye
(c) Saudi Arabia, UAE and Egypt (d) China, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia

A N S W E R  K E Y &  R AT I O N A L E
Q1 — (a) 1, 2 and 3 only. The GGGI measures gender GAPS (relative to men), not the absolute level of development — 4 is wrong. 1, 2, 3 are
correct.
Q2 — (c) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only. The four dimensions are Economic Participation & Opportunity, Educational Attainment, Health & Survival, and
Political Empowerment. 'Digital Access' is not one of them.
Q3 — (d) 1, 2 and 3. All three are correct — Sohar sits on the Gulf of Oman (outside Hormuz), near UAE/Saudi energy pipelines, and Duqm &
Salalah were offered earlier.

Q4 — (b) The Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden. Bab el-Mandeb links the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden (and onward to the Arabian Sea), lying
between Yemen and Djibouti/Eritrea. Hormuz links the Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman.
Q5 — (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4. All four are correct. The award (India's highest in cinema) was instituted in 1969; Devika Rani was the first awardee; it
includes the Golden Lotus + ₹10 lakh.
Q6 — (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4. All four statements are correct. The pygmy hog is a Porcula species, IUCN Critically Endangered, Schedule I (WPA 1972),
with its natural population in Manas NP.
Q7 — (d) 1, 2 and 3. The nine-judge Bench held royalty is not a tax, upheld States' power to tax mineral rights, and that mineral-bearing land falls
within States' land-taxation power. All three correct.
Q8 — (d) 1, 2 and 3. All three are correct: Entry 50 (mineral rights, subject to Parliamentary limits via mineral-development law) and Entry 49
(lands and buildings) are both in the State List.

Q9 — (c) 1 and 3 only. India supports local-currency trade but OPPOSES a single BRICS currency (fearing yuan dominance) — 2 is wrong. 1 and
3 are correct.
Q10 — (b) Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Türkiye. The Mecca Joint Defence Agreement (Aug 7, 2026) was among Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and
Türkiye — a NATO-style mutual-defence pact debated in the context of Xi's West Asia outreach.

1. Royalty payable on minerals is not a tax.

2. States have the legislative power to tax mineral rights.

3. Mineral-bearing land can fall within the States' power to tax land.

1. States derive the power to tax mineral rights from Entry 50 of the State List.

2. States tax lands and buildings under Entry 49 of the State List.

3. Parliament can impose limitations on State taxation of mineral rights through mineral-development law.

1. India already uses the UAE Dirham to pay for Russian oil.

2. India has been vocal in supporting a single common BRICS currency.

3. China accounts for roughly two-thirds of BRICS exports.
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L A S T - M I N U T E

Revision & Value Add

⚡  QUICK REVISION RECAP

TRAP-SETTERS — WATCH OUT PERSONS & PLACES IN NEWS

VEDANTA COACHING ACADEMY & LIBRARY

Consistency beats intensity. Revise today's recap before you sleep — tomorrow's edge is built tonight.

Gender Gap Index 2026: WEF; India 131st/145; parity 64.5%; top 3 Iceland–Finland–Norway; global gap 69.2% closed; ~120 yrs
to parity.

▸

Sohar Port: Oman, Gulf of Oman coast, outside Hormuz; near UAE/Saudi pipelines; alt to Duqm & Salalah; ~72 MT cargo.▸

Chokepoints: Bab el-Mandeb (Red Sea↔Gulf of Aden, Yemen–Djibouti) & Hormuz (Persian Gulf↔Gulf of Oman) both under
stress.

▸

Dadasaheb Phalke: instituted 1969; 1st awardee Devika Rani; Golden Lotus + ₹10 lakh; Anant Nag = 2nd Kannada artist after Dr.
Rajkumar.

▸

BRICS currency: India backs local-currency trade, opposes single BRICS currency (yuan fear); Trump's 100% tariff threat.▸

Pygmy hog: genus Porcula; Manas NP; IUCN CR; Schedule I; indicator species; target 300 by 2040.▸

MMDR 2026: Section 9D curbs State mineral levies; vs. 2024 MADA v. SAIL (royalty ≠ tax; Entry 50/49).▸

GGGI measures gaps, not absolute development levels; it
has 4 sub-indices (no 'digital access').

⚠

Bab el-Mandeb = Red Sea↔Gulf of Aden; do not confuse
with Hormuz (Persian Gulf↔Gulf of Oman).

⚠

Anant Nag gets the 2024 Phalke Award; V.K. Murthy
(2008) won for Hindi cinema, not Kannada.

⚠

India supports local-currency trade but opposes a
common BRICS currency.

⚠

2024 verdict: royalty is NOT a tax — reversed the earlier
India Cement position.

⚠

Anant Nag — Dadasaheb Phalke Award 2024.★

Xi Jinping — Egypt visit; 4-point West Asia formula.★

Sohar · Duqm · Salalah · Khasab — Oman ports.★

Bab el-Mandeb · Mokha · Perim Island — Yemen coast.★

Manas · Orang NP · Panbari grasslands — pygmy hog.★

Mecca Joint Defence Agreement — Pak–Saudi–Türkiye.★

MADA v. SAIL (2024) — 9-judge mineral-royalty case.★

Kevadia (Gujarat) — 72nd National Film Awards venue.★
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