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01 • THE HINDU PAGE 1 • GS 2 – POLITY & FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS

Cannot penalise refusal to sing National Song, says SC

Why in News

A three-judge Bench headed by CJI Surya Kant (with Justice Joymalya Bagchi) observed that
a democratically elected government may shape the scope and length of the National Song,
but cannot violate individual and collective religious freedoms or subject conscientious
objectors who refuse to sing one or all stanzas of Vande Mataram to penal consequences.

The court sought the Union's response on a petition by Carnatic vocalist T.M. Krishna
challenging the Prevention of Insults to National Honour (Amendment) Act, 2026, read
with Home Ministry directions (January) and a circular (July).

The petitioner argued that the law compels playing and mass singing of all six stanzas before
the National Anthem at public functions, with non-compliance risking up to three years'
imprisonment, fine, or both.

He contended that stanzas three to six are "expressly devotional, deity-invoking and non-
secular", violating fundamental rights and the basic feature of secularism.

The Bench said the 1986 precedent in Bijoe Emmanuel vs State of Kerala — upholding
religious freedom, constitutional tolerance and silent objection — still holds true.
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Constitutional Provisions Involved

Article 19(1)(a) – freedom of speech & expression; includes the right to remain silent
(Bijoe Emmanuel).

Article 25 – freedom of conscience and free profession, practice and propagation of
religion; Article 26 – freedom to manage religious affairs.

Article 51A(a) – Fundamental Duty to respect the Constitution, its ideals and institutions,
the National Flag and the National Anthem (the National Song is not named).

Secularism – part of the Basic Structure (S.R. Bommai, 1994; Kesavananda Bharati,
1973).

Bijoe Emmanuel vs State of Kerala (1986) – Know the Case

Three children of the Jehovah's Witnesses faith were expelled from school for not
singing the National Anthem, though they stood up respectfully while it was sung.

The SC held that standing in respectful silence is not disrespect; no law compelled
singing, and the expulsion violated Articles 19(1)(a) and 25.

Famous line: "Our tradition teaches tolerance; our philosophy preaches tolerance; our
Constitution practises tolerance; let us not dilute it."

Vande Mataram – Background

Meaning "Mother, I Bow to Thee"; composed by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay in
Sanskritised Bengali; first published in Bangadarshan on 7 November 1875; later included in
the novel Anandamath (1882).

Set to music by Rabindranath Tagore; the first two stanzas were adopted by the Congress
Working Committee in 1937.

On 24 January 1950, Dr. Rajendra Prasad (in the Constituent Assembly) declared that it shall
be honoured equally with Jana Gana Mana.

Constitutional position: the Constitution does not explicitly recognise a National Song.

Role in the Freedom Struggle

Rallying cry of the Swadeshi Movement; the British frequently banned its public singing and
arrested those who chanted it.

Tagore first sang it at the 1896 Calcutta Session of the INC.

First used as a political slogan on 7 August 1905 (anti-Partition of Bengal); nearly 40,000
people sang it at Calcutta Town Hall in protest.

Bande Mataram Sampradaya (1905); English daily Bande Mataram (1906) led by Bipin
Chandra Pal and Sri Aurobindo.

Hyderabad-Karnataka "Vande Mataram Movement" (1938): students defied restrictions,
faced arrests and expulsions.
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Global: Madam Bhikaji Cama unfurled a tricolour bearing "Vande Mataram" at Stuttgart
(1907); Madan Lal Dhingra reportedly uttered "Bande Mataram" before execution (1909);
nationalist publications of the same name circulated from Geneva.

Protocol for the National Song (as per official guidelines)

Order: when both are performed, Vande Mataram precedes Jana Gana Mana.

Stand to attention during the official rendition (about 3 min 10 sec); not required when
played in films, documentaries or newsreels.

Played at Presidential/Gubernatorial functions, Presidential broadcasts, National Flag
ceremonies and official cultural events; a band performance is preceded by a roll of
drums.

Schools are encouraged to begin the day with community singing.

Arguments for Mandating

Fosters national unity and pride;
honours freedom-struggle heritage.

State has legitimate power to
prescribe protocol for national
symbols.

150 years of Vande Mataram (7 Nov
2025) gives a commemorative context.

Concerns

Compelled speech violates Art. 19(1)
(a); criminal penalty is
disproportionate.

Later stanzas invoke deities — conflicts
with Art. 25 and secularism.

Patriotism through coercion is hollow;
chilling effect on minorities and
dissenters.

Way Forward

Respect for national symbols should be encouraged, not criminalised. A calibrated
protocol (first two stanzas as adopted in 1937), exemption for conscientious objectors who
stand in respectful silence, and adherence to the proportionality test (Modern Dental
College, 2016; K.S. Puttaswamy, 2017) would reconcile national honour with constitutional
liberty. 

UPSC PYQ (Prelims 2021)

Q. Who among the following is associated with 'Songs from Prison', a translation of ancient
Indian religious lyrics in English?
(a) Bal Gangadhar Tilak   (b) Jawaharlal Nehru   (c) Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi   (d)
Sarojini Naidu
Answer: (c) – Gandhiji translated hymns and lyrics during his imprisonment at Yerwada;
they were published in English as Songs from Prison. 
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02 • PRELIMS FOCUS • GS 3 – SECURITY / DEFENCE COOPERATION

Exercise Nomadic Elephant – 18th Edition

Key Facts

The 18th edition of the India–Mongolia Joint Military Exercise NOMADIC ELEPHANT
commenced at the Foreign Training Node, Pithoragarh (Uttarakhand).

An annual, platoon-level bilateral exercise between the Indian Army and the Mongolian
Armed Forces, held alternately in India and Mongolia.

Previous (17th) edition: Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia (2025). Host 2026: India.

Parameter Detail

Participants India and Mongolia (bilateral)

Edition / Year 18th / 2026

Venue Foreign Training Node, Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand

Other India–Mongolia
link

Khaan Quest – a multinational peacekeeping exercise hosted by Mongolia (do
not confuse)

• 

• 
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India–Mongolia: Value Addition

Relationship upgraded to a Strategic Partnership in 2015; India calls Mongolia a
"spiritual neighbour" owing to shared Buddhist heritage.

Mongolia is landlocked between Russia and China; its "Third Neighbour" policy seeks
partners like India, Japan and the US.

India is supporting Mongolia's first oil refinery near Sainshand through a Line of Credit.

Pithoragarh borders Nepal (Kali river) and China (Tibet); gateway to the Kailash–
Mansarovar route via Lipulekh.

03 • GS 3 – INDIAN ECONOMY / MONETARY POLICY

Open Market Operations (OMO)

Why in News

The RBI conducted an OMO sale auction, offloading ₹25,000 crore of Government of India
securities (G-Secs) to drain durable surplus rupee liquidity from the banking system.

Concept

OMO = buying and selling of government bonds by the RBI in the open market; a 
quantitative tool to smoothen liquidity and limit its impact on interest rates and inflation.

OMO Purchase → RBI pays banks → reserves rise → money supply increases (injection).

OMO Sale → buyers pay RBI → reserves fall → money supply decreases (absorption).

Operation Twist – simultaneous purchase of long-term G-Secs and sale of an equal amount
of short-term G-Secs; liquidity-neutral, flattens the yield curve (first used by RBI in Dec 2019).
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Instrument Maturity Issued by

Treasury Bills (91, 182, 364 days) Less than one year Central Government only

Dated Securities / Government Bonds One year or more Centre

State Development Loans (SDLs) Dated State Governments

Monetary Policy Tools at a Glance

Quantitative: OMO, CRR, SLR, Repo / Reverse Repo (LAF), Standing Deposit Facility (SDF),
Marginal Standing Facility (MSF), Market Stabilisation Scheme (MSS), Bank Rate.
Qualitative: Moral suasion, margin requirements, selective credit control, direct action. 

04 • THE HINDU PAGE 6 • GS 1 (MODERN HISTORY) & GS 2 (INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS)

Haifa — a century-old battle, the politics of memory

Key Points

The Battle of Haifa (23 September 1918), in the final phase of World War I, was a small but
tactically significant cavalry action against Ottoman forces; it secured the port city and
enabled the Allied advance to Damascus.

• 
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The charge was executed by the Jodhpur and Mysore Lancers (with Hyderabad Lancers in
the 15th Imperial Service Cavalry Brigade) — among the last great cavalry charges in
history.

Over a million Indians served overseas in WWI (Flanders to Mesopotamia); over 74,000 died
in a war not of their own making.

India renamed the Teen Murti memorial in Delhi as "Teen Murti Haifa Chowk" (2018); Israel
commemorates the Indian "liberation" of Haifa with memorials and annual ceremonies.

The Contested Memory

The Indian victory helped secure British control over Palestine, enabling the
implementation of the Balfour Declaration (1917) and, eventually, the creation of
Israel.

For many Palestinians, it is a story of dispossession — the prelude to the "Nakba"; their
representatives question celebrating soldiers of "British colonial exploitation".

Some Israeli scholars argue the Indian role is overstated; Indian military historians cite
British records crediting the Indian cavalry.

Indian soldiers fought with extraordinary courage but under colonial command,
without agency over political outcomes.

Haifa as a Diplomatic Bridge

Symbol of India–Israel friendship;
leaders visit the Haifa War Cemetery.

Haifa Port acquired by an Adani-led
consortium (2023).

Haifa is a key node of the proposed 
IMEC corridor.

Know the Hero

Major Dalpat Singh Shekhawat
(Jodhpur Lancers) – "Hero of Haifa",
killed in the charge; awarded the
Military Cross.

The Indian Army observes 23
September as Haifa Day.

Analysis / Way Forward

A mature historical consciousness does not demand choosing one narrative. India can
honour the sacrifice of its soldiers while acknowledging the moral ambiguities of empire
— consistent with its balanced West Asia policy: strategic partnership with Israel alongside
support for a two-state solution and the Palestinian people. 
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Map study: Haifa, Mediterranean coast, West Bank, Gaza Strip, Golan Heights, Dead Sea, Sea of Galilee; Areas A, B & C
(Oslo Accords)

05 • THE HINDU PAGE 6 (EDITORIAL) • GS 1 (RESOURCES) & GS 3 (AGRICULTURE)

Water Wealth – Groundwater exploitation in Punjab
disincentivises small farmers
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Key Data

Indicator (Dynamic Groundwater Assessment
2025-26)

Punjab

Stage of groundwater extraction 152%

Blocks in the 'red zone' 72% of 153 blocks – highest among States

Change in 'over-exploited' blocks Reduced by five over the last two
assessments

Irrigation use for rice & wheat ~25 billion cubic metres a year

Wells with water below 40 m (post-monsoon) Up by two percentage points (2022–2025)

Causes

A food-security strategy (Green Revolution) produced a concentrated rice–wheat cycle
backed by assured procurement (MSP), subsidised/free electricity and easy groundwater
access.

Farmers are reluctant to diversify due to uncertainty in storage, prices, processing and
supply chains.

The Equity Dimension – Widening Wealth Gap

An Economic and Political Weekly study: marginal farmers use water more efficiently,
but wealthier farmers can reach deeper water tables and draw higher volumes.

As the table drops, those unable to afford deeper tube wells buy water from larger
landowners — a transfer of wealth and unregulated dependency.

A Discover Sustainability study (Sangrur & Barnala): larger farms earned higher returns
but had lower groundwater productivity vis-à-vis paddy. Depletion raises the capital
needed for irrigation, privileging those with access to finance.

Way Forward

Expand 'Pani Bachao, Paisa Kamao' – cash for every unused kilowatt-hour of pumping
under a threshold (promising, but low enrolment).

Redirect part of the electricity subsidy to directly support smallholders, collectivise
irrigation infrastructure and aid crop diversification.

Target benefits to the cultivator, including tenants, rather than owners of land or
pumps — subsidise access to water, not extraction.

Promote Direct Seeded Rice (DSR), micro-irrigation, MSP/procurement for pulses, maize
and millets.
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Static Link

CGWB categories: Safe (≤70%), Semi-critical (70–90%), Critical (90–100%), Over-exploited
(>100%) of annual extractable resource. Punjab Preservation of Subsoil Water Act, 2009
– bars early paddy transplanting. Atal Bhujal Yojana – community-led groundwater
management (7 States; Punjab not included). 

06 • THE HINDU PAGE 7 • GS 3 – DISASTER MANAGEMENT / GS 2 GOVERNANCE

Breakdown of Civic Infrastructure in India

Key Arguments

Lives are being lost to abject governance failure,
not natural causes; citizens' growing apathy is
equally concerning.

Root causes: systemic failure, bureaucratic
greed, weak enforcement and the public's
brazen entitlement.

Familiar cycle: arrest, suspensions, compensation,
promise of inquiry — then forgotten until the next
tragedy.

Accused often have prior criminal cases,
signalling no accountability.

Officials who clear or ignore unauthorised
structures should face the same consequences as
the owners.

Poor Urban Planning

Unauthorised colonies in Delhi are exempt from planning regulations — a form of
"sanctioned impunity".

Encroachment of public land is routine; anti-encroachment drives are selective, targeting the
marginalised.

The 2025 Goa bar fire (fireworks used indoors, limited escape routes) killed several people.
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Suggestions

Consumer boycott of establishments
that violate safety rules.

Publicly displayed compliance
certificates and a public registry of
violations.

COVID-era style strict enforcement —
immediate closure on deviation.

Recent Examples

Ghatkopar billboard collapse, Mumbai
(2024)

Rajkot game-zone fire (2024)

Delhi coaching-centre basement
flooding (2024)

Goa bar fire (2025)

Static Link

74th Constitutional Amendment (1992) – Twelfth Schedule (18 subjects) includes urban
planning, regulation of land use and construction of buildings, and fire services. 
National Building Code of India, 2016 (BIS) – fire and life-safety norms. Disaster
Management Act, 2005. 

Practice Zone
MAINS • PRELIMS • RECAP • TRAP-SETTERS • PLACES & PERSONS

Mains Practice

Q1. "Compelled expressions of patriotism sit uneasily with constitutional guarantees
of free speech and religious freedom." Discuss in the light of the recent challenge to
the Prevention of Insults to National Honour (Amendment) Act, 2026. (GS 2 | 15 marks
| 250 words)

प्रश्न 1. "देशभ��क्ति की बाध्यकारी अ�भव्य��क्ति, अ�भव्य��क्ति की स्वक्तिंत्रक्तिा और धा��र्मिक स्वक्तिंत्रक्तिा की संवैधा�निक गारं�टियां
के साथ सहज निहीं बैठक्तिी।" राष्ट्र ीय सम्�ानि अप�ानि �निवारण (संशोधनि) अ�ध�निय�, 2026 को दी ग�ई हा�लिया चुनिौक्तिी के
आलिोक �ं चचाई की�जए। (सा�ान्य अध्ययनि 2 | 15 अंक | 250 शब्द)

Approach: Intro – SC's observation on conscientious objectors and the T.M. Krishna petition. 
Body – (i) State's power to prescribe protocol for national symbols; Art. 51A(a); (ii) Art. 19(1)(a)
incl. right to silence, Arts. 25–26, secularism as basic structure; (iii) Bijoe Emmanuel (1986), 
Shyam Narayan Chouksey (2016/2018); (iv) proportionality of criminal penalties. Conclusion –
patriotism is nurtured through persuasion, not prosecution; suggest exemption for respectful
silence.
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Q2. Groundwater depletion in Punjab is not merely an ecological crisis but also a
question of equity among farmers. Examine and suggest measures. (GS 3 | 15 marks |
250 words)

प्रश्न 2. पंजाब �ं भूजलि का ह्रास केवलि एक पा�र�स्थ�क्तिक संकटि निहीं, ब��क �कसानिां के बीच स�क्तिा का प्रश्न भी है।
परीक्षण की�जए क्तिथा उपाय सुझा�ए। (सा�ान्य अध्ययनि 3 | 15 अंक | 250 शब्द)

Approach: Intro – 152% extraction; 72% of 153 blocks in the red zone. Body – (i) causes: rice–
wheat cycle, MSP, free power; (ii) equity: deeper wells for the rich, water markets, capital barrier
for small farmers (EPW, Discover Sustainability studies); (iii) measures: Pani Bachao Paisa Kamao,
DSR, crop diversification, redirecting power subsidy, tenant-focused benefits. Conclusion –
subsidise access to water, not extraction.

Prelims MCQs

1. Consider the following statements about Vande Mataram:
1. It was first published in the journal Bangadarshan in 1875.
2. It was later included in the novel Anandamath.
3. Article 51A of the Constitution explicitly mentions it.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

2. The case Bijoe Emmanuel vs State of Kerala (1986) is related to: 
(a) Right to privacy (b) Refusal to sing the National Anthem
(c) Entry of women into temples (d) Minority educational institutions

3. Under Article 51A(a), citizens have a duty to respect which of the following?
1. National Flag   2. National Anthem   3. National Song   4. Ideals of the Constitution
Select the correct answer: 

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 1, 2 and 4 only
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

4. With reference to Exercise Nomadic Elephant, consider:
1. It is a bilateral exercise between India and Mongolia.
2. Its 2026 edition is being held at Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand.
3. It is a multinational peacekeeping exercise hosted every year by Mongolia.
Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
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5. Consider the following statements:
1. An OMO sale by the RBI absorbs liquidity from the banking system.
2. 'Operation Twist' involves buying long-term and selling short-term G-Secs simultaneously.
3. Treasury Bills are issued by both the Central and State Governments.
Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

6. Which of the following are quantitative tools of monetary policy?
1. Open Market Operations   2. Cash Reserve Ratio   3. Moral suasion   4. Marginal Standing
Facility 

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 1, 2 and 4 only
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

7. Consider the following statements about the Battle of Haifa:
1. It was fought on 23 September 1918 against Ottoman forces.
2. The Jodhpur and Mysore Lancers took part in it.
3. It took place before the Balfour Declaration was issued.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

8. As per the groundwater assessment methodology, an assessment unit is categorised as 'Over-
exploited' when the stage of extraction is: 

(a) Above 70% (b) Between 90% and 100%
(c) Above 100% (d) Above 150%

9. The 'Pani Bachao, Paisa Kamao' scheme, seen in the news, provides: 
(a) Subsidy on drip irrigation sets (b) Cash for unused electricity units of

pumping below a threshold
(c) Free borewells to marginal farmers (d) Insurance against drought

10. Which of the following find place in the Twelfth Schedule of the Constitution?
1. Urban planning including town planning
2. Regulation of land use and construction of buildings
3. Fire services 

(a) 1 only (b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
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Answer Key & Rationale
1 – (b) The Constitution does not name the National Song; 51A(a) mentions only the Flag and
Anthem.
2 – (b) Jehovah's Witness children stood respectfully but did not sing; SC upheld Arts. 19(1)(a)
and 25.
3 – (b) National Song is not mentioned in Art. 51A(a).
4 – (a) Statement 3 describes Khaan Quest; Nomadic Elephant is bilateral, held alternately in
India and Mongolia.
5 – (a) T-Bills are issued only by the Central Government; States issue SDLs.
6 – (b) Moral suasion is a qualitative tool.
7 – (b) The Balfour Declaration was issued in November 1917, before the battle.
8 – (c) Safe ≤70%, Semi-critical 70–90%, Critical 90–100%, Over-exploited >100%.
9 – (b) Punjab's scheme pays farmers for every unused kWh below a threshold.
10 – (d) All three are among the 18 subjects of the Twelfth Schedule (74th Amendment). 

Quick Revision Recap

Topic One-line Takeaway

National Song case SC: State may shape the National Song, but cannot penalise
conscientious objectors; Bijoe Emmanuel still holds.

Vande Mataram Bankim Chandra; Bangadarshan 1875; Anandamath 1882; first two
stanzas adopted 1937; equal honour 24 Jan 1950.

Nomadic Elephant 18th edition; India–Mongolia; Pithoragarh; previous at Ulaanbaatar
(2025).

OMO RBI sold ₹25,000 crore G-Secs to drain surplus liquidity; sale = absorb,
purchase = inject.

Battle of Haifa 23 Sept 1918; Indian cavalry vs Ottomans; celebrated in Israel,
contested by Palestinians.

Punjab groundwater 152% extraction; 72% blocks red; depletion widens the gap between
large and small farmers.

Civic infrastructure Governance failure kills; hold officials accountable; public registry of
violations.
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Trap-Setters

The Constitution does not mention a National Song; Art. 51A(a) covers only the Flag and
Anthem.

Bijoe Emmanuel concerned the National Anthem, not Vande Mataram.

Only the first two stanzas were adopted in 1937 — the controversy is over all six.

Nomadic Elephant (bilateral) ≠ Khaan Quest (multinational, hosted by Mongolia).

OMO sale reduces money supply; Operation Twist is liquidity-neutral.

T-Bills are issued only by the Centre.

Haifa was fought against the Ottomans, after the Balfour Declaration (1917).

Places & Persons in News

Place Context Person Context

Pithoragarh Nomadic Elephant venue;
borders Nepal & China

Justice Joymalya Bagchi SC judge on the
National Song Bench

Ulaanbaatar Capital of Mongolia; 2025
edition venue

CJI Surya Kant Heads the three-judge
Bench

Haifa Israeli port city; 1918 battle T.M. Krishna Carnatic vocalist;
petitioner

Sangrur &
Barnala

Punjab districts in groundwater
study

Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay

Composer of Vande
Mataram

Goa 2025 bar fire Maj. Dalpat Singh
Shekhawat

"Hero of Haifa"
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