
V E D A N T A  C O A C H I N G  A C A D E M Y  &  L I B R A R Y

The Hindu Analysis
Daily Current Affairs for UPSC · HPAS/HAS · State PSCs

T U E S D AY  ·  2 9  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 6

◆  I N  T H I S  E D I T I O N  ◆

01 GS-II  · p. 2
SC on women’s safety in Delhi-NCR

02 GS-I  · p. 3
Mahanadi water-sharing dispute

03 GS-III  · p. 5
IIP growth at 8% in August

04 GS-II  · p. 7
Collegium recommends three HC Chief
Justices

05 GS-II  · p. 8
Gender gap in contraception (NFHS-6)

06 GS-III  · p. 10
Food loss & waste — a triple win

07 GS-II  · p. 12
TN RTI exemption row (Editorial)

08 GS-II  · p. 14
Iran–US standoff & West Asia

09 PRACTICE  · p. 15
2 Mains · 10 MCQs · Recap & Traps

“Knowledge is the eye of desire and can become the pilot of the soul.”
—  W i l l  D u r a n t

Compiled by Sapna Chauhan
NEWS ·  ANALYSIS ·  VALUE ADDITION ·  PRACTICE



T H E  H I N D U  ·  PA G E  1T O P I C  0 1  ·  G S - I I  ·  P O L I T Y  ·  G O V E R N A N C E  ·  S O C I E T Y

Supreme Court: Authorities Lax in Ensuring Women’s Safety
in Delhi

W H Y  I N  N E W S  Taking suo motu cognisance of a spate of sexual assaults on minors and women in
Delhi-NCR, the Supreme Court on Monday directed the Delhi Police to identify vulnerable pockets,
step up patrolling and complete an audit of lighting and CCTV coverage in public spaces within
four weeks.

THE HINDU ·  PAGE 1 Authorities lax in ensuring women’s safety in Delhi: SC

Bench and core finding: A Bench of Justices J.B. Pardiwala and K. Vinod Chandran held that parks,
buses  and Metro  stations  cannot  be  allowed to  become “zones  of  high risk”  because  of  “grossly
inadequate illumination” and “lax patrolling”.

◆

Universal  insecurity: Where  basic  public-safety  measures  are  compromised,  the  court  said,  no
individual — irrespective of age, gender or sexual identity — can move through public spaces with a
sense of security.

◆
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T H E  H I N D U  ·  PA G E  5

VA LU E  A D D I T I O N  ·  L E G A L  &  I N S T I T U T I O N A L  F R A M E W O R K

P R E L I M S  P O I N T E R S

Suo motu = on the court’s own motion Art. 21 — dignity, freedom from fear

Art. 239AA — 69th Amendment, 1991 Vulnerability maps · lighting & CCTV audit

SYLLABUS  L INK GS-II: Fundamental Rights; role of the judiciary; mechanisms for protection of vulnerable
sections · GS-I: Women and associated issues

◆  ◆  ◆

T O P I C  0 2  ·  G S - I  ·  G E O G R A P H Y  ·  F E D E R A L I S M

Shah to Chair Meeting to Resolve Mahanadi Water-Sharing
Dispute

W H Y  I N  N E W S  Union Home Minister Amit Shah will preside over a meeting on October 1 to resolve
the Mahanadi water-sharing dispute between Odisha and Chhattisgarh; Chief Ministers of both
States will present their positions.

Trigger: Several  recent  incidents  in  the  capital  —  including  assaults  on  minors  in  a  park,  in  a
residential locality and inside an inter-city bus from Greater Noida — were read together as evidence
of a systemic failure of law enforcement and public administration.

◆

Article 21 anchor: “The right to live with dignity, free from the fear of violence, is an intrinsic facet of
the fundamental guarantee of life and personal liberty enshrined under Article 21,” the Bench said.

◆

Interim directions: The Police Commissioner must form dedicated teams in every police district to
survey isolated stretches, parks, transport hubs, markets and areas around educational institutions.

◆

Breaking  data  silos: District-wise  vulnerability  maps are  to  be  shared  among  adjoining  police
stations, so that crime patterns and information on habitual offenders do not stay confined to one
station’s jurisdiction.

◆

Accountability: Delhi Police and other authorities must file a detailed response on measures in place
at parks, educational institutions and other places frequented by women and children.

◆

Significance: The order shifts the focus from punishment after the crime to prevention by design —
lighting,  patrolling  and  shared  intelligence  —  and  treats  administrative  neglect  itself  as  a  rights
violation.

◆

Article 21: Expanded in Maneka Gandhi (1978); the right to live with human dignity was articulated in 
Francis Coralie Mullin (1981).

▸

Article 15(3): Permits special provisions for women and children; Article 51A(e) — duty to renounce
practices derogatory to the dignity of women.

▸

Vishaka v. State of Rajasthan (1997): Guidelines on workplace sexual harassment → PoSH Act, 2013.▸

Justice J.S. Verma Committee (2013) → Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013; POCSO Act, 2012 for
children; offences now under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023.

▸

Nirbhaya Fund (2013): Non-lapsable corpus; finances Safe City Projects in eight cities including Delhi,
One Stop Centres and ERSS-112.

▸

Who controls Delhi Police? Under Article 239AA, police, public order and land lie outside the Delhi
Assembly’s domain; Delhi Police functions under the Union Ministry of Home Affairs.

▸
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THE HINDU ·  PAGE 5

R I V E R  P RO F I L E  ·  M A H A N A D I

Name: “Great River” — a major east-flowing peninsular
river of east-central India, known for heavy silt load
and an extensive delta.

Origin: Sihawa hill range, Dhamtari district,
Chhattisgarh.

Course: ~900 km; flows north across the eastern
Chhattisgarh plain, turns east into Odisha, cuts
through the Eastern Ghats in a forested gorge
(Satkosia) and meets the Bay of Bengal at False Point
near Paradip.

Basin: Mainly Chhattisgarh and Odisha; small parts of
MP, Jharkhand and Maharashtra.

Left bank
Seonath (Shivnath), Hasdeo, Mand,
Ib

Right bank Jonk, Ong, Tel

Hirakud Dam (Sambalpur): One of the world’s longest
earthen dams; its ~55 km reservoir moderates floods
and generates hydropower.

Confidence-building: Odisha’s Advocate General Pitambar Acharya said the meeting aims to build
trust so that a final resolution can be achieved and accepted; Chief Secretaries and Water Resources
engineers of both States will attend.

◆

Earlier round: On July 30, Union Jal  Shakti  Minister C.R.  Patil  chaired a high-level meeting; both
States have been asserting their rights over the river for a decade.

◆
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T H E  H I N D U  ·  PA G E  1 3

VA LU E  A D D I T I O N  ·  R E S O LV I N G  I N T E R - S TAT E  R I V E R  D I S P U T E S

P R E L I M S  P O I N T E R S

Origin: Sihawa, Dhamtari (not Amarkantak) Mouth: False Point, near Paradip

Hirakud — Sambalpur, Odisha Tribunals under Art. 262 + ISRWD Act

SYLLABUS  L INK GS-I: Drainage systems of India · GS-II: Federalism, inter-State relations, dispute-redressal
mechanisms

◆  ◆  ◆

T O P I C  0 3  ·  G S - I I I  ·  I N D I A N  E C O N O M Y

Industrial Growth Quickens to 8% in August

W H Y  I N  N E W S  The Index of Industrial Production (IIP), released by MoSPI on Monday, grew 8% in
August 2026 (from 7.35% in July) — the second-highest since April 2024, the earliest period in the
new IIP series.

Technical track: Engineers of both States have submitted reports to the Central Water Commission
(CWC),  the  apex  technical  body  on  water  resources,  which  will  report  to  the  Mahanadi  Water
Disputes Tribunal, headed by former SC judge Justice Bela M. Trivedi.

◆

Negotiated settlement: The tribunal agreed to let the States talk directly on contentious issues; a
regulatory body for the Mahanadi to decide water-sharing is being discussed, though “the tribunal
will take the final decision”.

◆

Odisha’s grievance: Chhattisgarh has built more than 500 anicuts and 30 barrages upstream since
2010; Odisha, the lower riparian and delta State, sought a halt to construction and a definitive sharing
formula.

◆

Lesson: As Mr. Acharya noted, court battles have rarely produced lasting solutions to river-water
disputes — political plus technical negotiation is the more durable route.

◆

Article 262: Parliament may provide for adjudication of inter-State river disputes and may bar the
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court and other courts over them.

▸

Inter-State River Water Disputes Act, 1956: Centre constitutes tribunals; after the 2002 amendment,
an award published in the Gazette has the force of a Supreme Court decree.

▸

River Boards Act, 1956 provides for advisory boards; Entry 17, State List (water) is subject to Entry 56,
Union List (regulation of inter-State rivers).

▸

Mahanadi Tribunal: Constituted in 2018 on the Supreme Court’s direction after Odisha’s complaint.▸

Other tribunals: Krishna, Cauvery (Cauvery Water Management Authority, 2018), Mahadayi/Mhadei,
Vansadhara (Odisha–Andhra Pradesh), Ravi–Beas.

▸

Drivers: Strong  performance  in  manufacturing,  electricity,  capital  goods  and  consumer  goods;
growth was last faster in June 2026 (8.8%).

◆

Manufacturing: Grew 8.95% — second-highest in the new series after June’s 9.5% — led by motor
vehicles,  electrical and non-electrical machinery, electronics, textiles,  beverages, rubber and non-
metallic products.

◆

Electricity: A 27-month high of 12.3%, supported by both conventional and renewable generation.◆

Capital goods: Up 16.9%, though a three-month low — still a signal of continuing investment demand.◆
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AU G U S T  2 0 2 6  ·  AT  A  G L A N C E

Overall IIP 8% (July: 7.35%)

Peak 8.8% in June 2026

Manufacturing
8.95% — 2nd highest in new series
(June: 9.5%)

Electricity 12.3% — 27-month high

Capital goods 16.9% — a three-month low

5-month growth 6.7% (Bank of Baroda)

R E A D I N G  T H E  S I G N A LS

Capital goods → proxy for investment demand.

Consumer durables → discretionary urban demand.

Electricity → both industrial activity and weather; now
split into renewable and non-renewable.

Infrastructure/construction goods → public capex and
housing.

Q3 (Oct–Dec) is critical as festival demand builds up.

Key components of the IIP — sectoral and use-based classification (source slide)

VA LU E  A D D I T I O N  ·  U N D E R S TA N D I N G  T H E  N E W  I I P

Outlook: Madan Sabnavis (Bank of Baroda) put five-month growth at 6.7% and said 7–8% for the year
is possible on festival-season demand, making the third quarter critical for industry.

◆

Compiled by: National Statistical Office (NSO), MoSPI; released monthly — a barometer of the short-
term health of industry.

▸
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T H E  H I N D U  ·  PA G E  1 2

P R E L I M S  P O I N T E R S

IIP — NSO, MoSPI New base year 2022-23 Aug 2026: 8% · Mfg 8.95% · Power 12.3%

Core-8 — OEA, DPIIT

SYLLABUS  L INK GS-III: Indian economy — growth, development and industrial policy; issues relating to
mobilisation of resources

◆  ◆  ◆

T O P I C  0 4  ·  G S - I I  ·  P O L I T Y  ·  J U D I C I A RY

Collegium Proposes Three HC Chief Justices for Elevation to
the Supreme Court

W H Y  I N  N E W S  The Supreme Court Collegium headed by CJI Surya Kant on September 28
recommended Gujarat HC Chief Justice Sunita Agarwal, Delhi HC Chief Justice Devendra Kumar
Upadhyaya and Telangana HC Chief Justice Aparesh Kumar Singh for appointment as Supreme
Court judges.

M A I N S  A N G L E  ·  I SS U E S  &  WAY  F O R WA R D

Base revision: Base year moved from 2011-12 to 2022-23 in 2026, alongside the GDP revision.▸

Wider basket: 1,042 products in 463 item groups (earlier 839 items, 407 groups).▸

Wider scope: Adds gas supply, water supply, sewerage and waste management to mining & quarrying,
manufacturing and electricity; manufacturing remains the heavyweight (roughly three-fourths).

▸

Green lens: Electricity is now split into renewable and non-renewable generation.▸

Use-based classes: Primary, capital, intermediate, infrastructure/construction goods, consumer
durables and consumer non-durables.

▸

Don’t confuse: The Index of Eight Core Industries is released by the Office of the Economic Adviser,
DPIIT — not by the NSO.

▸

Gender angle: This is the second time in 2026 that a woman has been proposed for the apex court;
the last year with multiple women appointees was 2021 (Justices Hima Kohli, B.V. Nagarathna and Bela
M. Trivedi).

◆

Direct from the Bar: In May 2026 the Collegium recommended senior advocate V. Mohana’s direct
elevation; she was appointed along with four other judges.

◆

Strength: The sanctioned strength of the Supreme Court has been increased to 38 judges including
the CJI, as per the report.

◆

First woman CJI: Justice B.V. Nagarathna, a member of the five-judge Collegium, is in line to become
India’s first woman Chief Justice in 2027.

◆

Regional balance: Justices Agarwal and Upadhyaya have Allahabad as their parent High Court; Justice
Singh’s is Jharkhand.

◆

Context: Justice Upadhyaya had conducted the preliminary in-house enquiry into allegations against
former Delhi HC judge Yashwant Varma after sacks of half-burnt currency were allegedly found at his
residence.

◆

Transparency: Collegium deliberations and reasons for selection or rejection are largely undisclosed;
publishing resolutions online was a step forward, but criteria remain opaque.

▸
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THE HINDU ·  PAGE 12

E VO LU T I O N  O F  T H E  C O L L E G I U M

First Judges Case (1981) — S.P. Gupta: “consultation” in
Articles 124(2) and 217 does not mean “concurrence”;
primacy to the executive.

Second Judges Case (1993) — overruled the first;
“consultation” means concurrence. The CJI’s advice,
formed after consulting two senior-most judges, binds the
President — birth of the Collegium system.

Third Judges Case (1998) — Presidential Reference under
Article 143; Collegium expanded to the CJI + four senior-
most judges.

Fourth Judges Case (2015) — struck down the 99th
Amendment and the NJAC, restoring the Collegium.

C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  P ROV I S I O N S

Art. 124(2): SC judges appointed by the President. Art.
124(3): HC judge for 5 years, HC advocate for 10 years, or a
distinguished jurist.

Art. 217 — HC judges; Art. 222 — transfer; Art. 124(4) —
removal by Parliament (Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968).

Memorandum of Procedure guides appointments; Justice
M. Fathima Beevi (1989) was the first woman SC judge.

P R E L I M S  P O I N T E R S

CJI Surya Kant — 53rd CJI SC strength: 38 incl. CJI (per report) Collegium: CJI + 4 senior-most

NJAC struck down — 2015

SYLLABUS  L INK GS-II: Structure, organisation and functioning of the Judiciary; appointments to constitutional
posts

◆  ◆  ◆

T O P I C  0 5  ·  G S - I I  ·  H E A LT H  ·  S O C I A L  J U S T I C E

Delays: Friction between the Collegium and the executive over finalising the Memorandum of Procedure
and clearing names delays appointments and adds to pendency.

▸

Diversity: Representation of women, backward classes and regions remains limited; this year’s
recommendations improve gender and regional balance.

▸

Reform options: A finalised MoP, a permanent secretariat, fixed timelines for both sides, and objective
criteria — while preserving judicial independence, a part of the basic structure.

▸
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Gender Disparities in Contraceptive Use and Sterilisation

W H Y  I N  N E W S  The WHO has issued new guidelines on expanding contraceptive options and, for
the first time, set benchmarks (a “Target Product Profile”) for a new generation of reversible male
contraceptives — timely for India, where NFHS-6 (2023-24) shows contraception remains
overwhelmingly a woman’s burden.

VA LU E  A D D I T I O N  ·  FA M I LY  P L A N N I N G  I N  I N D I A

M A I N S  A N G L E  ·  I SS U E S  &  WAY  F O R WA R D

Demographic milestone: India reached the NPP 2000 goal of a TFR of 2.0 in 2021, and the TFR fell to
1.9 in 2025 — below replacement level.

◆

Unmet  need: The  share  of  married  women  with  unmet  need  for  family  planning  fell  by  one
percentage point between NFHS-5 (2019-21) and NFHS-6.

◆

Overall use up, modern use down: Contraceptive use among currently married women (15–49) rose
from 66.7% to 69.1%, but modern methods fell from 56.4% to 52.7%.

◆

Traditional methods surge: Rhythm/withdrawal rose by about 6 points (10.3% → 16.4%) — the largest
rise  for  any  method;  possible  reasons  include  concerns  over  side-effects,  privacy,  partner
preferences, access and a wish to avoid hormonal or invasive methods.

◆

Sterilisation gap: Female sterilisation eased from 37.9% to  36.5%; male sterilisation rose only from
0.3% to 0.5%. Over three decades, male sterilisation fell from 3.4% (NFHS-1) to 0.5%.

◆

States: The share of men choosing sterilisation rose in 22 States, but only Telangana recorded an
increase of more than one percentage point (2% → 3.6%).

◆

The irony: Vasectomy is  less  invasive  than tubectomy and can be  done under  local  anaesthesia.
“Choice  is  a  gender  equality  issue,”  said  WHO’s  Pascale  Allotey;  WHO  research  challenges  the
assumption that men will not use new methods.

◆

NFHS: Conducted under MoHFW with the International Institute for Population Sciences (IIPS),
Mumbai as nodal agency; NFHS-1 was in 1992-93.

▸

Pioneer: India launched the world’s first national family-planning programme in 1952.▸

National Population Policy 2000: Immediate objective — meet unmet need; medium-term —
replacement-level TFR; long-term — a stable population.

▸

Mission Parivar Vikas (2016): Expanded access in high-fertility districts; basket of choice includes 
Antara (injectable), Chhaya (non-hormonal weekly pill), IUCDs and no-scalpel vasectomy (NSV).

▸

RISUG: An ICMR-developed injectable, reversible male contraceptive that has undergone clinical trials.▸

Days: World Contraception Day — 26 September; World Population Day — 11 July.▸

Shared responsibility: Treat contraception as a joint decision — counselling must reach men, not only
women.

▸

Revive vasectomy: Promote no-scalpel vasectomy with better incentives, trained providers and
campaigns that counter myths about loss of strength or masculinity.

▸

Widen the basket: Fast-track trials and regulatory pathways for reversible male methods such as RISUG,
in line with WHO’s new benchmarks.

▸

Quality of care: Address side-effect concerns behind the shift to traditional methods through follow-up
services and informed choice.

▸
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T H E  H I N D U  ·  PA G E  6

THE HINDU ·  PAGE 7 Gender disparities in contraceptive use and sterilisation — Data Point

P R E L I M S  P O I N T E R S

Female sterilisation 36.5% vs male 0.5% Traditional methods 10.3% → 16.4%

TFR 1.9 (2025) < replacement 2.1 NFHS nodal agency — IIPS Mumbai

SYLLABUS  L INK GS-II: Issues relating to health and human resources; welfare schemes for vulnerable sections ·
GS-I: Population and associated issues

◆  ◆  ◆

T O P I C  0 6  ·  G S - I I I  ·  A G R I C U LT U R E  ·  E N V I R O N M E N T

Engage men early: Use schools, workplaces, ASHA networks and digital platforms to change norms
around family planning.

▸
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Tackling Food Loss and Waste — India’s Opportunity

W H Y  I N  N E W S  On the International Day of Awareness of Food Loss and Waste (29 September), the
FAO’s India representative argues that India can turn loss reduction into a triple win — food
security and nutrition, lower pressure on resources and emissions, and higher incomes.

THE HINDU ·  PAGE 6 Tackling food loss and waste — India’s opportunity (Op-Ed, Konda Reddy Chavva, FAO)

The paradox: India produces enough to feed 1.4 billion people, yet a significant share of produce is
lost across the value chain.

◆

A global first in data: India is the only country to have run three national post-harvest loss surveys —
MoFPI covered 45, 45 and 54 commodities in 2005-07, 2012-14 and 2020-22; a fourth round is under
way.

◆

Data gap: These surveys feed India’s reporting on the SDG Food Loss Index, but data on food waste in
retail, hotels, restaurants and households remain weak.

◆

Where the gains are: Better storage, drying, cooling, moisture management and processing; digital
traceability can improve how food moves through supply chains.

◆

Wholesale markets — an overlooked resource: Studies by FAO and COSAMB show a major market
can generate up to 100 tonnes of organic waste a day — about 3.5 million tonnes a year nationally.
Treated,  it  could  offset  ~3.3  million  tonnes  of  CO₂-equivalent  annually  (~$30  million  in  carbon
credits).

◆

Proof of concept: A 50-tonne-a-day bio-CNG plant in Surat, run through a private partnership for
over five years, reportedly cuts methane-related emissions by about 7,500 tonnes a year.

◆

Finance & cities: FAO and  SIDBI are linking food-loss hotspots with climate-resilient technologies
and credit for small enterprises; FAO is preparing a “Package of Practices” for urban food loss and
waste management.

◆
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T H E  H I N D U  ·  PA G E  6  ·  E D I T O R I A L

VA LU E  A D D I T I O N  ·  C O N C E P T S ,  TA RG E T S  &  S C H E M E S

P R E L I M S  P O I N T E R S

29 Sept — Food Loss & Waste Day SDG 12.3 — halve food waste by 2030

Food Loss Index (FAO) · Food Waste Index (UNEP) Surat 50 TPD bio-CNG plant

SYLLABUS  L INK GS-III: Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce; food processing; food
security; conservation and environmental pollution

◆  ◆  ◆

T O P I C  0 7  ·  G S - I I  ·  G O V E R N A N C E  ·  T R A N S PA R E N C Y

Light on Truth: Tamil Nadu Withdraws RTI Exemption
Order

W H Y  I N  N E W S  After protests by political parties and transparency activists, Tamil Nadu withdrew a
Government Order (September 21) that used Section 24(4) of the RTI Act, 2005 to notify the
Public (Law and Order) Department as an “intelligence and security organisation” outside the Act.

Way forward: Close data gaps, direct investment, and embed loss reduction in agricultural,  food-
processing, urban and climate policy; promote circularity — redistribute surplus, convert residues
into compost, biogas or energy.

◆

Food loss vs food waste (FAO): Loss occurs from harvest up to (not including) retail; waste occurs at
retail, food service and consumer level.

▸

SDG 12.3: Halve per-capita global food waste at retail and consumer levels and reduce food losses along
production and supply chains by 2030.

▸

Indices: Food Loss Index — FAO; Food Waste Index — UNEP.▸

The Day: Designated by the UN General Assembly in 2019; first observed in 2020.▸

Indian initiatives: PM Kisan SAMPADA Yojana (cold chains, food parks), Operation Greens, SATAT
(compressed biogas, 2018), GOBARdhan, FSSAI’s Save Food Share Food, Mission LiFE.

▸

Surreptitious  rollout: The  G.O.  surfaced  publicly  only  on  September  27,  yet  the  department’s
designated authorities had begun citing it to deny information as early as September 22.

◆

Shifting defence: State Law Minister C.T.R. Nirmalkumar first said the exemption was meant only for
sensitive  district-level  inquiries  into  communal  clashes,  then  announced  the  G.O.’s  withdrawal
without explanation.

◆

Procedural lapse: Such a notification must be laid before the State Legislature under Section 24(5).◆

Needless overreach: The Act already allows non-disclosure through a long list of exemptions under
Section 8.

◆

Deeper malaise: Information officers often delay replies or reject queries on vague grounds; concerns
that the Digital Personal Data Protection Act dilutes the RTI Act have been widely voiced.

◆

Weak appellate body: Satark Nagrik Sangathan’s 2024-25 report card found a backlog of over 41,000
appeals and complaints before the Tamil Nadu State Information Commission, which works with half
of its eight sanctioned commissioners and no Chief Information Commissioner.

◆
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THE HINDU ·  PAGE 6 ·  EDITORIAL Light on truth — No government intent on working for the people should fear
transparency (Editorial)

VA LU E  A D D I T I O N  ·  RT I  AC T,  2 0 0 5  —  K E Y  S E C T I O N S

Editorial view: Rather than defeating the Act’s intent, the State should strengthen the TNSIC — “only
an administration that does not fear transparency can be the true harbinger of change”.

◆

Section 24: Intelligence and security organisations (Second Schedule for the Centre; State notification
under 24(4)) are exempt — but information on corruption and human-rights violations is not excluded.

▸

Section 8(1): Exemptions (sovereignty and security, Cabinet papers, personal information, etc.); Section
8(2): public-interest override.

▸

DPDP Act, 2023: Amended Section 8(1)(j), widening the personal-information exemption — the root of
the “dilution” debate.

▸

Timelines: Reply within 30 days; within 48 hours where life or liberty is involved (Section 7).▸

State Information Commission (Section 15): State CIC + up to 10 Commissioners, appointed by the
Governor on a committee’s recommendation (CM, Leader of Opposition, a Cabinet Minister).

▸

RTI (Amendment) Act, 2019: Tenure and salaries of Information Commissioners to be prescribed by the
Centre.

▸
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T H E  H I N D U  ·  PA G E  6  ·  O P- E D

P R E L I M S  P O I N T E R S

Sec 24(4) — State notification Sec 24(5) — laid before Legislature

Sec 8(1)(j) — amended by DPDP Act TNSIC backlog > 41,000

SYLLABUS  L INK GS-II: Transparency and accountability; Right to Information; statutory bodies; e-governance

◆  ◆  ◆

T O P I C  0 8  ·  G S - I I  ·  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  R E L AT I O N S

Time Runs Short for Iran and America

W H Y  I N  N E W S  In an op-ed, former ambassador Mahesh Sachdev argues that the jerky resumption
of Iran–U.S. negotiations after a seven-month war differs from earlier attempts, because both
sides now realise that time is not on their side.

THE HINDU ·  PAGE 6 ·  OP-ED Time runs short for Iran and America (Op-Ed, Mahesh Sachdev, retired Indian Ambassador)

Déjà vu: The June 17 (Islamabad) Memorandum unravelled within weeks, and the belligerents resumed
blockades of the Strait of Hormuz and Iranian ports.

◆
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VA LU E  A D D I T I O N  ·  W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S  F O R  I N D I A

P R E L I M S  P O I N T E R S

Hormuz: Persian Gulf ↔ Gulf of Oman Bab al-Mandeb: Red Sea ↔ Gulf of Aden

Hudna — Arabic for truce Knesset — Israel’s parliament

SYLLABUS  L INK GS-II: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;
Indian diaspora · GS-III: Energy security

◆  ◆  ◆

V E D A N T A

Practice Zone
R E V I S I O N  ·  M A I N S  ·  P R E L I M S

Q U I C K  R E V I S I O N  R E C A P

Women’s  safety SC suo motu on Delhi-NCR: 4-week lighting & CCTV audit, district vulnerability maps,
dedicated survey teams; Art. 21 includes freedom from fear of violence.

Why  now: Domestic  costs  make  the  war  unsustainable;  the  U.S.  faces  mid-term  Congressional
elections on November 3,  while Iran must keep its  young population engaged and avoid regional
blowback.

◆

Opening gambits: On September 26,  the U.S.  dismissed Iran’s  seven-point  proposal  — possibly  a
bargaining move; both sides need a “Hudna” (temporary truce).

◆

Asymmetry: The U.S.  has about three times Iran’s  population,  85 times its  GDP and 20 times its
military budget, yet Iran’s asymmetric strategy and the U.S. squeeze (“Operation Economic Outcast”)
have not produced capitulation.

◆

Escalation  ladder: Iran  has  signalled  options  including  advanced  weaponry,  a  possible  Houthi
blockade  of  Bab  al-Mandeb and  attacks  on  U.S.  allies,  while  seeking  an  interim  supervisory
arrangement with Oman on Hormuz.

◆

Regional fallout: Two direct Israel–Iran wars in two years have hardened rivalry, especially in the
Levant;  Gulf  States,  Iraq and Jordan suffered collateral  damage and may reappraise their security
reliance on the U.S.

◆

Oil and time: Oil  is  now tied more to geopolitics than to supply-demand; in this war,  “time” has
become more slippery than oil.

◆

Energy security: A large share of India’s crude and LNG imports passes through the Strait of Hormuz;
disruption raises prices, freight and insurance costs, and inflation.

▸

Diaspora and remittances: Millions of Indians live and work in the Gulf; evacuation readiness and
remittance flows are at stake.

▸

Connectivity: Chabahar Port and the International North–South Transport Corridor (INSTC) depend on
stability in and around Iran.

▸

Maritime role: The Indian Navy’s Operation Sankalp (2019) protects Indian-flagged merchant ships in
the Gulf region.

▸

Diplomacy: India balances ties with Iran, Israel, the Gulf and the U.S. through strategic autonomy.▸
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GS-I I  ·  15  marks ·  250 words

GS-I I I  ·  15  marks ·  250 words

Mahanadi Amit Shah meeting on Oct 1; CWC report to tribunal (Justice Bela M. Trivedi); Odisha objects
to 500+ anicuts and 30 barrages upstream; Art. 262 + ISRWD Act, 1956.

IIP Aug 2026 growth 8% (July 7.35%); manufacturing 8.95%, electricity 12.3% (27-month high), capital
goods 16.9%; new base 2022-23, 1,042 products.

Collegium Sunita  Agarwal,  D.K.  Upadhyaya,  A.K.  Singh  recommended;  SC  strength  38  incl.  CJI;
Nagarathna in line to be first woman CJI (2027).

Contraception WHO  sets  first  benchmarks  for  reversible  male  contraceptives;  NFHS-6:  female
sterilisation 36.5% vs male 0.5%; traditional methods 16.4%.

Food  loss 29 Sept Day; three MoFPI surveys; wholesale markets ~3.5 Mt organic waste a year; Surat
bio-CNG; FAO–SIDBI partnership; SDG 12.3.

RTI TN  withdrew  Sec  24(4)  G.O.  on  Public  (Law  &  Order)  Dept.;  Sec  24(5)  requires  laying  before
Legislature; TNSIC backlog > 41,000.

Iran–US June 17 Memorandum collapsed; Hormuz blockades; U.S. mid-terms on Nov 3; Oman role on
Hormuz; risk to Bab al-Mandeb; India’s energy and diaspora stakes.

M A I N S  P R A C T I C E

Q1
Safety of women in public spaces is as much an administrative obligation as a criminal-justice
one. In the light of the Supreme Court’s recent suo motu intervention in Delhi-NCR, discuss the
constitutional basis of this obligation and suggest a ‘safety-by-design’ framework for Indian
cities.

सा�र्वज�निक स्थानिां पर म�हिलाओं की सुरक्षा उतनिा हिी एक प्रशास�निक दा�यित्� हिै �जतनिा �क ओपरा�धिक न्यिायि का ��षयि। �दल्ली-
एनिसीओर मं स�ार्वोच्च न्यिायिालयि के हिा�लयिा स्�तः संज्ञानि हिस्तक्षेप के ओलोक मं इस दा�यित्� के सं�ैधिा�निक ओधिार की ���ेचनिा की�जए
तथा भारतीयि शहिरां के �लए ‘�डिज़ाइनि द्वारा सुरक्षा’ ढाँचा सुझाइए।

A P P R O A C H

Q2
India is the only country to have conducted three national post-harvest loss surveys, yet food
loss and waste remain a persistent challenge. Examine the economic, climate and food-security
dimensions of food loss and waste in India, and suggest measures to convert it into a ‘triple win’.

Intro: Cite the SC’s directions — lighting/CCTV audit, vulnerability maps, patrolling — and its reading of
Article 21 as freedom from fear of violence.

▸

Constitutional basis: Article 21 (dignity), Article 14 and 15(3), Article 51A(e); Vishaka and the State’s
positive obligation to prevent, not merely punish.

▸

Gaps: Dark stretches, thin patrolling, data silos between police stations, last-mile transport, under-
reporting, slow use of the Nirbhaya Fund.

▸

Framework: Periodic safety audits with women’s groups; lighting and CCTV standards; shared crime-
mapping; safe public transport and last-mile connectivity; ERSS-112 and One Stop Centres; more women
in policing; gender budgeting in urban local bodies.

▸

Conclusion: Safe cities are a precondition for women’s mobility, education and workforce participation —
prevention must be built into urban governance.

▸
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भारत तीनि राष्ट्र ीयि फसलोत्तर हिा�नि स�र्वोक्षण करनिे �ाला एकमात्र देश हिै, �फर भी खाद्य हिा�नि और अपव्ययि एक गंभीर चुनिौती बनिे हुए हिैं।
भारत मं खाद्य हिा�नि और अपव्ययि के ओ�थर्थिक, जल�ायिु तथा खाद्य-सुरक्षा ओयिामां का परीक्षण की�जए तथा इसे ‘�त्रगुण लाभ’ मं बदलनिे
के उपायि सुझाइए।

A P P R O A C H

P R E L I M S  P R A C T I C E  ·  1 0  M C Q S

1. Under Article 124(3), a person is qualified for appointment as a Supreme Court judge if he/she:
1. has been a judge of a High Court for at least five years
2. has been an advocate of a High Court for at least ten years
3. is, in the opinion of the President, a distinguished jurist
4. has attained the age of 45 years
Select the correct answer:

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 1, 2 and 3 only
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

2. Consider the following statements:
1. Article 262 empowers Parliament to exclude the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court over inter-State river
water disputes.
2. Under the Inter-State River Water Disputes Act, 1956, a tribunal’s award published in the Official
Gazette has the same force as a Supreme Court decree.
3. ‘Water’ is an entry in the Union List.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

3. With reference to family planning in India, consider the following statements:
1. The NFHS is conducted under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare with IIPS, Mumbai as the nodal
agency.
2. As per NFHS-6, the use of traditional methods of contraception declined compared to NFHS-5.
3. World Contraception Day is observed on 26 September.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

Intro: Define food loss vs food waste; mention the MoFPI surveys (2005-07, 2012-14, 2020-22) and
SDG 12.3.

▸

Economic: Lost farmer income and value addition; weak storage, cold chain and processing; wasted
water, land and inputs.

▸

Climate: Organic waste in landfills emits methane; wholesale markets alone generate ~3.5 million tonnes
a year — also a resource for bio-CNG and compost.

▸

Food security: Losses reduce availability and nutrition despite surplus production.▸

Measures: Storage, drying and cooling infrastructure (PM Kisan SAMPADA, Operation Greens); digital
traceability; FAO–SIDBI finance for MSMEs; SATAT/GOBARdhan bio-CNG (Surat model); municipal
segregation; food redistribution; household-level waste data.

▸

Conclusion: Integrate loss reduction into agricultural, urban and climate policy for a triple win.▸
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4. Consider the following pairs (Strait — Water bodies connected):
1. Strait of Hormuz — Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman
2. Bab-el-Mandeb — Red Sea and Gulf of Aden
3. Strait of Malacca — Andaman Sea and Arabian Sea
How many of the pairs given above are correctly matched?

(a) Only one (b) Only two
(c) All three (d) None

5. With reference to the National Capital Territory of Delhi, consider the following statements:
1. ‘Police’ and ‘public order’ are outside the legislative competence of the Delhi Legislative Assembly.
2. Article 239AA was inserted by the 69th Constitutional Amendment Act, 1991.
3. The Delhi Police functions under the Union Ministry of Home Affairs.
How many of the statements given above are correct?

(a) Only one (b) Only two
(c) All three (d) None

6. Consider the following statements:
1. The International Day of Awareness of Food Loss and Waste is observed on 29 September.
2. SDG target 12.3 aims to halve per-capita global food waste at the retail and consumer levels by 2030.
3. The Food Waste Index is compiled by FAO, while the Food Loss Index is compiled by UNEP.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1 only (b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

7. Consider the following pairs:
1. First Judges Case — S.P. Gupta v. Union of India
2. Second Judges Case — ‘consultation’ means ‘concurrence’
3. Third Judges Case — Presidential Reference under Article 143
4. Fourth Judges Case — upheld the NJAC
How many of the pairs given above are correctly matched?

(a) Only one (b) Only two
(c) Only three (d) All four

8. Which of the following are right-bank tributaries of the Mahanadi?
1. Seonath   2. Tel   3. Ong   4. Hasdeo   5. Jonk
Select the correct answer:

(a) 1, 2 and 4 only (b) 2, 3 and 5 only
(c) 1, 4 and 5 only (d) 3, 4 and 5 only

9. Consider the following statements about the Index of Industrial Production (IIP):
1. It is compiled and released by the National Statistical Office under MoSPI.
2. In the revised series, the base year is 2022-23.
3. The Index of Eight Core Industries is also released by the National Statistical Office.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1 only (b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
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10. With reference to the Right to Information Act, 2005, consider the following statements:
1. Organisations exempted under Section 24 must still disclose information relating to allegations of
corruption and human-rights violations.
2. A State Government notification under Section 24(4) must be laid before the State Legislature.
3. Section 8(1)(j) of the Act was amended by the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023.
How many of the statements given above are correct?

(a) Only one (b) Only two
(c) All three (d) None

A N S W E R  K E Y  &  R AT I O N A L E

1 · (b) The Constitution prescribes no minimum age for SC judges; the three qualifications are
alternatives.

2 · (a) Water is Entry 17 of the State List (subject to Entry 56, Union List). The 2002 amendment gave
awards the force of an SC decree.

3 · (c) Traditional methods rose sharply — from 10.3% to 16.4% — the largest increase for any method
between NFHS-5 and NFHS-6.

4 · (b) The Strait of Malacca links the Andaman Sea (Indian Ocean) with the South China Sea, not the
Arabian Sea.

5 · (c) All correct. Article 239AA (69th Amendment, 1991) keeps police, public order and land outside
the Delhi Assembly’s domain; Delhi Police is under the MHA.

6 · (b) Reversed in Statement 3: FAO compiles the Food Loss Index; UNEP compiles the Food Waste
Index.

7 · (c) The Fourth Judges Case (2015) struck down the 99th Amendment and the NJAC; the other three
pairs are correct.

8 · (b) Jonk, Ong and Tel join from the right; Seonath, Hasdeo, Mand and Ib are left-bank tributaries.

9 · (b) The Core-8 index is released by the Office of the Economic Adviser, DPIIT (Ministry of
Commerce & Industry), not the NSO.

10 · (c) All correct — see the proviso to Section 24(1)/(4), Section 24(5), and Section 44(3) of the DPDP
Act, 2023.

P R E L I M S  T R A P- S E T T E R S

⚠ Mahanadi rises at Sihawa (Dhamtari) — Amarkantak is the source of the Narmada and Son.

⚠ Hirakud is on the Mahanadi at Sambalpur — not on the Brahmani.

⚠ IIP is released by the NSO (MoSPI); the Eight Core Industries index by the OEA, DPIIT.

⚠ Second Judges Case: CJI + two judges; Third Judges Case: CJI + four judges.

⚠ No minimum age is prescribed for Supreme Court judges.

⚠ Section 24 exempts organisations, but not information on corruption and human-rights violations.

⚠ Food loss occurs before retail; food waste at retail and consumer level.

⚠ Water is a State List subject (Entry 17), but inter-State rivers fall under Union List Entry 56.

⚠ Bab-el-Mandeb lies between Yemen and Djibouti/Eritrea; Hormuz lies between Iran and Oman
(Musandam).
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C O N N E C T  T H E  D O T S  ·  S TAT I C  L I N K A G E

News Stat ic  l inkage Syl labus

Women’s safety in Delhi Art. 21, 15(3), 51A(e), 239AA; Nirbhaya Fund;
POCSO, BNS

GS-II Polity · GS-I
Society

Mahanadi dispute Peninsular drainage; Art. 262; ISRWD Act, 1956;
Entry 17 (List II) vs Entry 56 (List I)

GS-I Geography · GS-II
Federalism

IIP at 8% Index numbers; base-year revision; use-based
classification; Core-8

GS-III Economy

Collegium Art. 124, 217, 222; Judges Cases; NJAC;
Memorandum of Procedure

GS-II Judiciary

Contraception gap Demographic transition; TFR; NPP 2000;
Mission Parivar Vikas

GS-I Population · GS-II
Health

Food loss & waste SDG 12.3; food processing; cold chain; circular
economy; bio-CNG

GS-III Agriculture ·
Environment

RTI exemption row RTI Act, 2005 (Secs 8, 15, 24); DPDP Act, 2023;
Information Commissions

GS-II Governance

Iran–US standoff Maritime chokepoints; energy security; diaspora;
Chabahar, INSTC

GS-II IR · GS-III Energy

P L A C E S  &  P E R S O N S  I N  N E W S

PLACES

Sihawa Hills Dhamtari, Chhattisgarh — source of the Mahanadi

Hirakud Dam Sambalpur, Odisha — long earthen dam on the Mahanadi

False Point Near Paradip, Odisha — Mahanadi meets the Bay of Bengal

Surat Gujarat — 50 TPD bio-CNG plant from market waste

Strait of Hormuz Iran–Oman; Persian Gulf to Gulf of Oman

Bab al-Mandeb Yemen–Djibouti/Eritrea; Red Sea to Gulf of Aden

PERSONS

Surya Kant Chief Justice of India; heads the Collegium

J.B. Pardiwala & K. Vinod
Chandran

SC Bench on women’s safety in Delhi

Sunita Agarwal Gujarat HC Chief Justice; recommended to SC

B.V. Nagarathna In line to be first woman CJI (2027)

Bela M. Trivedi Heads the Mahanadi Water Disputes Tribunal

Pascale Allotey WHO — Sexual & Reproductive Health director
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D ATA  B A N K  F O R  M A I N S  A N S W E R S

36.5% vs 0.5% Female vs male sterilisation, NFHS-6 (2023-24)

10.3% → 16.4% Rise in traditional contraceptive methods, NFHS-5 to NFHS-6

1.9 India’s TFR in 2025 — below replacement level of 2.1

8% · 12.3% IIP growth (Aug 2026) · electricity, a 27-month high

1,042 products New IIP basket (463 item groups), base year 2022-23

3.5 million tonnes Organic waste from wholesale markets each year

~3.3 Mt CO₂e Emissions that treating this waste could offset annually

41,000+ Appeals and complaints pending before the TN State Information
Commission

500+ anicuts, 30 barrages Built by Chhattisgarh on the Mahanadi since 2010 (Odisha)

38 judges Sanctioned strength of the Supreme Court incl. CJI (as reported)

E D I T O R I A L  V O C A B U L A R Y

Surreptitious done secretly or stealthily

Harbinger a forerunner; a sign of what is to come

Imbroglio a confused or complicated situation

Braggadocio boastful or arrogant talk

Obduracy stubborn refusal to change one’s position

Interregnum an interval between two phases or regimes

Hubris excessive pride or self-confidence

Gambit an opening move made to gain an advantage

P R E L I M S  B Y T E S

Justice Leila Seth became India’s first woman Chief Justice of a High Court — the Himachal Pradesh
High Court (1991).

◆

Hirakud Dam on the Mahanadi was inaugurated in 1957; Satkosia Gorge, where the river cuts the
Eastern Ghats, lends its name to the Satkosia Tiger Reserve in Odisha.

◆

Paradip, near the Mahanadi mouth, is a major port on Odisha’s coast.◆

The National Statistical Office was formed in 2019 by merging the CSO and the NSSO under MoSPI.◆

NFHS-5 (2019-21) recorded India’s TFR at 2.0 — below the replacement level of 2.1.◆

Wajahat Habibullah was India’s first Chief Information Commissioner (2005).◆

The Indian Navy launched Operation Sankalp in 2019 to reassure Indian-flagged ships in the Gulf
region.

◆

The Knesset, Israel’s unicameral parliament, has 120 members.◆
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