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The MCC is a consensus document. The political parties have themselves agreed to
keep their conduct during elections in check and to work within the Code.
It helps the EC in keeping with the mandate it has been given under Article 324 of
the Constitution, which gives it the power to supervise and conduct free and fair
elections to the Parliament and State Legislatures.
The MCC is operational from the date on which the election schedule is announced 
until the date of the result announcement.
The government cannot announce any financial grants, promise construction of
roads or other facilities, and make any ad hoc appointments in government or public 
undertaking during the time the Code is in force.



•

 
electioneering such as processions, political rallies, and speeches.
In 1974, the ECI released a formal MCC. It also set up bureaucratic bodies at the district level to
oversee its implementation. Before 1977, MCC guided only political parties and candidates.
In 1979, the Election Commission learned of ruling parties misusing power like monopolising public 
spaces andusingpublicmoneyforadvertisement.TheElectionCommissionrevisedMCCtoinclude
ruling political parties.

Though the MCC does not have any statutory backing, it has come to acquire strength in the past 
decade becauseof its strictenforcement bythe EC.
Certain provisions of the MCC may be enforced by invoking corresponding provisions in other statutes
such as the Indian Penal Code (IPC) 1860, Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) 1973, and
Representation of Peoples’s Act (RPA) 1951.

•
•

Evolution of MCC:

• Kerala was the first state to adopt a code of conduct for elections. In 1960, before the Assembly 
electionsin the state,the administration prepareda draftcodecovering important aspects of 

•



Mains Question

The Model Code of Conduct plays a crucial role in ensuring free and fair elections in India, 
yet its non-statutory nature often raises questions about its enforceability.
Critically examine the significance, limitations, and possible reforms related to the 
Model Code of Conduct in India. (250 words)
मॉडल कोड ऑफ कंं डक्ट (आचार संहंिता) भारत में स्वतंत्र और निष्पक्ष चुुिाव सुुनिश्चचत
करिेे में मित्वपूूर् णभूूममका निभाता िैै, फफर भी इसकी गैर-वैधानिक प्रकृृ नत इसकी 
प्रभावशीलता पर प्रचि उठाती िैै।
भारत में मॉडल आचार संहंिता केे  मित्व, सीमाओं तथा संभंाववत सुधुारों का 
समालोचनात्मक ववश्लेेषण कीजिए।(250 शब्द)
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more than 100%. They have, however, come down since then but remain in three
digits, with no immediate sign of easing.

 
Oil security is no longer just about physical access. It is also defined by exposure to
the financial, logistical, and political uncertainties surrounding every shipment.

 
and roughly a tenth of seaborne crude passes through the Bab el-Mandeb and Suez
corridor.

In the aftermath of the war in West Asia, crude oil prices surged to as high as $118 a
barrel last week. Alongside rising tensions, this situation has been building for over
two months. 

•

•

•

For major importing economies such as India, this shift has significant implications.

Sincemid-December2025,whenBrentcrudestoodat$57.56,priceshavesurgedby 

Around a fifth of global oil consumption is transported through the Strait of Hormuz,



•

the market. 
For instance, G-7 leaders have announced the release of 400 million barrels of oil in
response to the war in West Asia (which is said to be about 20 days of the usual oil traffic
through the Strait of Hormuz). 

Tensions do more than just inflate the price of a barrel. They make maritime unsecure. 
Chokepointsremainvital arteriesof trade,but theirsignificancetodaylies inmakingglobal
machinery vulnerable. Even limited disruptions or attacks on commercial shipping can alter
vessel routing and raise freight costs. Furthermore, oil has been transformed from a mere
commodity into a political instrument. Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPRs) have also
evolved. Originally intended to address physical supply interruptions, they are now deployed
to counter psychological volatility in 

•

•

•



•Brent crude oil originates from oil fields in the North Sea between the Shetland 
Islands and Norway.

•West Texas Intermediate (WTI) is sourced from US oil fields, primarily in Texas, 
Louisiana, and North Dakota.

•Brent Crude is the benchmark used for the light oil market in Europe, Africa, and the 
Middle East, originating from oil fields in the North Sea between the Shetland
Islands and Norway. 

•West Texas Intermediate is the benchmark for the U.S. light oil market and is sourced 
from U.S. oil fields.



•

•Brent Crude originates from the North Sea and serves as the benchmark for 
European, African, and Middle Eastern markets.

•West Texas Intermediate (WTI) is the benchmark for the U.S. oil market and is 
sourced from American oil fields.
Brent Crude generally incurs lower transportation costs as it is produced near the 
sea, while WTI is landlocked, increasing its transportation expenses.
The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) uses Brent Crude as
the pricing benchmark, influencing global oil prices.

•



•

•

•
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Branded the “COP of Implementation,” COP 30, the 30th session of the United Nations
Climate Change Conference, held in Belém, Brazil, in November 2025, marked a decisive 
shift in how adaptation is understood — not as an abstract promise of resilience, but as a

measurable, accountable discipline grounded in systems that function under stress. Climate

change is experienced most viscerally through water. Floods submerge cities, 
droughts hollow out rural economies, glacial melt destabilises Himalayan river systems, 
salineintrusioncontaminatescoastalaquifers,anderraticmonsoonsdisruptfoodsecurity. 
Agriculture alone accounts for roughly 40% of anthropogenic methane emissions, with rice
cultivation, livestock systems, and organic waste at the centre of the challenge. 

So, water use efficiency, wastewater reuse, aquifer recharge, and resilient sanitation 
systems are now climate strategies as much as development priorities.



•

•

•

 
climate shock tests the nation’s preparedness. 

Water must anchor climate action. Implementation must be swift, equitable, and 
technologically robust.
Resilience should be measured not by infrastructure built, but by systems that continue to 

The second emphasises risk governance: universal multi-hazard early warning systems by 
2027,strengthened hydrometeorological services, and updatednational vulnerability
assessments by 2030. Water security is no longer about asset creation; it is about whether
systems continue to deliver when climate stress intensifies.

The first focuses on climate-resilient water and sanitation systems: reducing climate-induced 
waterscarcity, buildingresiliencetofloodsanddroughts, ensuringuniversal accessto safe
drinking water, and upgrading sanitation infrastructure to withstand extreme events. 

servepeoplewhen thenextflood arrives,when the next drought lingers, and when the next 
•
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and the Lok Sabha, sadly, has become a platform for political partisanship.
In recent years, the chairs of the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha have been dragged into political
conflict. In 2024, there was an Opposition resolution to remove Jagdeep Dhankhar as Rajya Sabha
Chairman. 

The Lok Sabha rejected by voice vote, on March 11, a resolution under Article 94(C) of the 
Constitution fortheremoval ofLokSabhaSpeaker Om Birlafromoffice, butonlyafter a hostile
debate on the functioning of the House deepened the wedge between the government and the
Opposition. 
In principle, Parliament is the foundation of representative democracy, and its routine functions act 
asaninstrument that holdsthecabinet accountable.Asaforumfor government-Opposition
interaction, it is meant to operate in a structured, methodical way. 

Single-party dominance haseroded all theseformalandinformal functionsof legislatures at all levels, •

•



 
majesty of Parliament.

•The government argued that the Opposition was given 56% of Zero Hour time, and 
that NDA MPs, despite their majority, received 321 supplementary questions against
the Opposition’s 364 during his tenure. 

•Home Minister Amit Shah said that the House’s productivity during Mr. Birla’s tenure 
had been high and that it had debated in 14 regional languages. 

•Mr. Shah also cornered Mr. Gandhi for being frequently absent from the House.

•The resolution and the debate manifested a deeply fractured polity in need of urgent 
corrective measures. 

• Therulingmajorityandthe Opposition must rise above partisanship and restore the 
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Mandatory period leave sans parity in recruitment will hurt women

The Court cautioned that mandatory menstrual leave could unintentionally hinder women’s careers 
and deny them “big responsibilities”. Instead, it encouraged “voluntary” initiatives by States. 
In Odisha, women government employees up to the age of 55 can take an additional day of leave 
each month, while Kerala grants menstrual leave to female trainees in ITIs and universities.
In Spain, legislation enacted in 2023, and hailed as “... historic ... for feminist progress”, saw few 
women exercising the right a year later. 
In Zambia, some women said it was being misused. In India, the female Labour Force Participation 
Rate rose from 23.3% in 2017-18 to 41.7% in 2023-24, driven largely by rural women entering work 
due to distress, insecure employment and unpaid household work.
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Article 21 of our Constitution.
The Constitution’s tryst with ‘Right to Life with dignity’ was first laid down in Gian Kaur vs
State of Punjab (1996) where the Supreme Court held that ‘life’ under Article 21 included
the right to live with dignity. However, in Gian Kaur, the Court opined that Article 21 did not
include the right to die.
The watershed moment on the subject was the 2018 Constitution Bench’s decision in
Common Cause vs Union of India. Armed with developing jurisprudence on the subject, the
Supreme Court unequivocally recognised and permitted the withdrawal/ withholding of
medical treatment to fall within Article 21.
The Harish Rana chronicle has now reached its end with the intervention by the Supreme
Court. Speaking through two judges, who authored separate but concurring judgments, the
Court allowed the withdrawal of life support from Mr. Rana under the Common Cause
guidelines. 

•

•



Kharg Island



•The United States has launched heavy air strikes on military targets on Kharg Island, 
Iran’s primary oil export hub, marking a significant escalation in the ongoing regional
conflict.

•Kharg Island is a small coral island that serves as Iran’s primary crude oil export 
terminal.

•It functions as the main hub for loading and exporting Iranian oil to global markets, 
handling a significant portion of the country’s petroleum shipments.

Location:
•Located in the northern Persian Gulf, about 50–55 km from the Iranian mainland and 

northwest of the port of Bushehr.
Positioned close to deep waters, allowing very large crude carriers (VLCCs) to dock
and load oil.

•



•

•

•
•

•

•

Geological Features:
Kharg Island is a five-mile-long coral island, formed from coral limestone deposits in
the Persian Gulf.
Unlike many Gulf islands, it has natural freshwater resources, which historically
supported settlement.
Its proximity to deep waters makes it suitable for super-tanker docking and large-

 

18th Century: The Dutch East India Company established a trading station, though it
was later expelled by regional rulers.
Modern Era: With Iran’s oil boom in the 1960s, Kharg was developed into a major oil 
export terminal; it was repeatedly targeted during the Iran–Iraq War (1980–88).

scale oil export infrastructure.




	Important Issues of the Day
	Page No.1 , GS 2
	The MCC is a consensus document. The political parties have themselves agreed to keep their conduct during elections in check and to work within the Code. It helps the EC in keeping with the mandate it has been given under Article 324 of the Constitution, which gives it the power to supervise and conduct free and fair elections to the Parliament and State Legislatures. The MCC is operational from the date on which the election schedule is announced  until the date of the result announcement. The government cannot announce any financial grants, promise construction of roads or other facilities, and make any ad hoc appointments in government or public  undertaking during the time the Code is in force.
	Evolution of MCC:
	Kerala was the first state to adopt a code of conduct for elections. In 1960, before the Assembly
	electionsin the state,the administration prepareda draftcodecovering important aspects of
	electioneering such as processions, political rallies, and speeches. In 1974, the ECI released a formal MCC. It also set up bureaucratic bodies at the district level to oversee its implementation. Before 1977, MCC guided only political parties and candidates. In 1979, the Election Commission learned of ruling parties misusing power like monopolising public  spaces andusingpublicmoneyforadvertisement.TheElectionCommissionrevisedMCCtoinclude ruling political parties.
	Though the MCC does not have any statutory backing, it has come to acquire strength in the past  decade becauseof its strictenforcement bythe EC. Certain provisions of the MCC may be enforced by invoking corresponding provisions in other statutes such as the Indian Penal Code (IPC) 1860, Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) 1973, and Representation of Peoples’s Act (RPA) 1951.
	yet its non-statutory nature often raises questions about its enforceability.

	Critically examine the significance, limitations, and possible reforms related to the
	The Model Code of Conduct plays a crucial role in ensuring free and fair elections in India,
	Model Code of Conduct in India. (250 words) मॉडल कोड ऑफ कंंडक्ट (आचार संहंिता) भारत में स्वतंत्र और निष्पक्ष चुुिाव सुुनिश्चचत करिेे में मित्वपूूर् णभूूममका निभाता िैै, फफर भी इसकी गैर-वैधानिक प्रकृृनत इसकी  प्रभावशीलता पर प्रचि उठाती िैै। भारत में मॉडल आचार संहंिता केे मित्व, सीमाओं तथा संभंाववत सुधुारों का  समालोचनात्मक ववश्लेेषण कीजिए।(250 शब्द)

	Page No.6 , GS 3
	more than 100%. They have, however, come down since then but remain in three digits, with no immediate sign of easing.
	For major importing economies such as India, this shift has significant implications.
	Oil security is no longer just about physical access. It is also defined by exposure to the financial, logistical, and political uncertainties surrounding every shipment.
	and roughly a tenth of seaborne crude passes through the Bab el-Mandeb and Suez corridor.
	In the aftermath of the war in West Asia, crude oil prices surged to as high as $118 a barrel last week. Alongside rising tensions, this situation has been building for over two months.
	Sincemid-December2025,whenBrentcrudestoodat$57.56,priceshavesurgedby
	Around a fifth of global oil consumption is transported through the Strait of Hormuz,
	Tensions do more than just inflate the price of a barrel. They make maritime unsecure.  Chokepointsremainvital arteriesof trade,but theirsignificancetodaylies inmakingglobal machinery vulnerable. Even limited disruptions or attacks on commercial shipping can alter vessel routing and raise freight costs. Furthermore, oil has been transformed from a mere commodity into a political instrument. Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPRs) have also evolved. Originally intended to address physical supply interruptions, they are now deployed to counter psychological volatility in
	the market.  For instance, G-7 leaders have announced the release of 400 million barrels of oil in response to the war in West Asia (which is said to be about 20 days of the usual oil traffic through the Strait of Hormuz).
	Islands and Norway.
	Louisiana, and North Dakota.
	Middle East, originating from oil fields in the North Sea between the Shetland Islands and Norway.
	from U.S. oil fields.
	European, African, and Middle Eastern markets.
	sourced from American oil fields. Brent Crude generally incurs lower transportation costs as it is produced near the  sea, while WTI is landlocked, increasing its transportation expenses. The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) uses Brent Crude as the pricing benchmark, influencing global oil prices.
	Branded the “COP of Implementation,” COP 30, the 30th session of the United Nations Climate Change Conference, held in Belém, Brazil, in November 2025, marked a decisive  shift in how adaptation is understood — not as an abstract promise of resilience, but as a measurable, accountable discipline grounded in systems that function under stress. Climate change is experienced most viscerally through water. Floods submerge cities,  droughts hollow out rural economies, glacial melt destabilises Himalayan river systems,  salineintrusioncontaminatescoastalaquifers,anderraticmonsoonsdisruptfoodsecurity.  Agriculture alone accounts for roughly 40% of anthropogenic methane emissions, with rice cultivation, livestock systems, and organic waste at the centre of the challenge.  So, water use efficiency, wastewater reuse, aquifer recharge, and resilient sanitation  systems are now climate strategies as much as development priorities.
	The second emphasises risk governance: universal multi-hazard early warning systems by  2027,strengthened hydrometeorological services, and updatednational vulnerability assessments by 2030. Water security is no longer about asset creation; it is about whether systems continue to deliver when climate stress intensifies.
	Water must anchor climate action. Implementation must be swift, equitable, and  technologically robust. Resilience should be measured not by infrastructure built, but by systems that continue to
	climate shock tests the nation’s preparedness.
	The first focuses on climate-resilient water and sanitation systems: reducing climate-induced  waterscarcity, buildingresiliencetofloodsanddroughts, ensuringuniversal accessto safe drinking water, and upgrading sanitation infrastructure to withstand extreme events.
	servepeoplewhen thenextflood arrives,when the next drought lingers, and when the next
	Page No.6 , GS 2
	The Lok Sabha rejected by voice vote, on March 11, a resolution under Article 94(C) of the  Constitution fortheremoval ofLokSabhaSpeaker Om Birlafromoffice, butonlyafter a hostile debate on the functioning of the House deepened the wedge between the government and the Opposition.  In principle, Parliament is the foundation of representative democracy, and its routine functions act  asaninstrument that holdsthecabinet accountable.Asaforumfor government-Opposition interaction, it is meant to operate in a structured, methodical way.
	and the Lok Sabha, sadly, has become a platform for political partisanship. In recent years, the chairs of the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha have been dragged into political conflict. In 2024, there was an Opposition resolution to remove Jagdeep Dhankhar as Rajya Sabha Chairman.
	Single-party dominance haseroded all theseformalandinformal functionsof legislatures at all levels,
	had been high and that it had debated in 14 regional languages.
	corrective measures.
	majesty of Parliament.
	that NDA MPs, despite their majority, received 321 supplementary questions against the Opposition’s 364 during his tenure.
	Therulingmajorityandthe Opposition must rise above partisanship and restore the
	Page No.6 , GS 2
	Mandatory period leave sans parity in recruitment will hurt women The Court cautioned that mandatory menstrual leave could unintentionally hinder women’s careers  and deny them “big responsibilities”. Instead, it encouraged “voluntary” initiatives by States.  In Odisha, women government employees up to the age of 55 can take an additional day of leave  each month, while Kerala grants menstrual leave to female trainees in ITIs and universities. In Spain, legislation enacted in 2023, and hailed as “... historic ... for feminist progress”, saw few  women exercising the right a year later.  In Zambia, some women said it was being misused. In India, the female Labour Force Participation  Rate rose from 23.3% in 2017-18 to 41.7% in 2023-24, driven largely by rural women entering work  due to distress, insecure employment and unpaid household work.
	Page No.7 , GS 2
	Article 21 of our Constitution. The Constitution’s tryst with ‘Right to Life with dignity’ was first laid down in Gian Kaur vs State of Punjab (1996) where the Supreme Court held that ‘life’ under Article 21 included the right to live with dignity. However, in Gian Kaur, the Court opined that Article 21 did not include the right to die. The watershed moment on the subject was the 2018 Constitution Bench’s decision in Common Cause vs Union of India. Armed with developing jurisprudence on the subject, the Supreme Court unequivocally recognised and permitted the withdrawal/ withholding of medical treatment to fall within Article 21. The Harish Rana chronicle has now reached its end with the intervention by the Supreme Court. Speaking through two judges, who authored separate but concurring judgments, the Court allowed the withdrawal of life support from Mr. Rana under the Common Cause guidelines.
	Kharg Island
	terminal.
	handling a significant portion of the country’s petroleum shipments.
	northwest of the port of Bushehr. Positioned close to deep waters, allowing very large crude carriers (VLCCs) to dock and load oil.
	Iran’s primary oil export hub, marking a significant escalation in the ongoing regional conflict.
	Geological Features: Kharg Island is a five-mile-long coral island, formed from coral limestone deposits in the Persian Gulf. Unlike many Gulf islands, it has natural freshwater resources, which historically supported settlement. Its proximity to deep waters makes it suitable for super-tanker docking and large-
	scale oil export infrastructure.
	18th Century: The Dutch East India Company established a trading station, though it was later expelled by regional rulers. Modern Era: With Iran’s oil boom in the 1960s, Kharg was developed into a major oil  export terminal; it was repeatedly targeted during the Iran–Iraq War (1980–88).

