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Content. 

• Appreciating Russian President Vladimir Putin for taking the India-Russia relationship to

“new heights” over the past quarter of a century, Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid out

an expansive canvas of energy and trade collaborations between the two countries,

stretching to 2030.

• Addressing the media after bilateral talks at Hyderabad House on Friday, Mr. Modi

described the India-Russia friendship as a “pole star” and called for a peaceful solution

to Russia’s war with Ukraine.

• “Over the past eight decades, the world has witnessed many ups and downs. Humanity

has faced numerous challenges and crises. Yet, through all of this, the India-Russia

friendship has remained steady like a dhruva tara (pole star),” the Prime Minister said.



Content. 

• India and Russia on Friday signed two agreements that will enhance mobility of Indian

semi-skilled and skilled workers to Russia as official sources indicated that New Delhi

will increasingly utilise India’s “strength” in the category of “semi-skilled workers” in the

coming years.

• Moscow is reported to need 5,00,000 semi-skilled workers; to enhance people-to-people

ties, Modi announces gratis grant of 30-day e-tourist visa and group tourist visa to

Russian nationals

• India and Russia also committed to broadening cooperation in the nuclear energy sector,

including fuel cycle and lifecycle support to operate the Kudankulam nuclear power

plant, constructing the remaining nuclear power units at the site as well as timelines for

supplies of equipment and fuel.



Content. 

• Nature of ties: India–Russia enjoys a “Special and Privileged Strategic Partnership” since

2010, upgraded from a Strategic Partnership in 2000, marked by high trust, defence

dependence, and political convergence on multipolarity.

• Institutional structure: Relations are anchored in annual summits, the India–Russia Inter-

Governmental Commission (IRIGC) with its TEC and M&MTC segments, the 2+2 dialogue,

NSA-level talks, parliamentary exchanges and sectoral working groups.

• Strategic convergence: Both countries support a multipolar world, reform of global

governance (UNSC expansion including India), and coordination in BRICS, SCO, G20,

UN.

• India–Russia relations remain one of New Delhi’s most enduring strategic partnerships,

built on defence, energy and political trust.



Mains Question

• Q. As Russia moves closer to China, India’s strategic landscape faces new

and complex challenges. In light of the shifting global power equations, what

policy options are available for India to reduce these vulnerabilities? Discuss

critically.

• Q. जसेै-जसेै रूस चीन के और अधिक ननकट आता जा रहा है, भारत 
का सामररक पररदृश्य नए और जटटल चुनौनतयों का सामना कर रहा 
है। बदलते वैश्श्वक शश्तत-संतुलन के संदभभ में भारत ककन नीनतगत 
ववकल्पों के माध्यम से इन जोखिमों को कम कर सकता है? 
समालोचनात्मक चचाभ कीश्जए।
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Content. 

• IndiGo cancelled more than 1,000 flights on Friday and will axe hundreds more on

Saturday, crippling air travel across India and sending airfares skyrocketing. These

prompted the government to exempt the country’s largest airline from meeting new rules

until February 10.

• The airline suspended all departures from the Delhi airport for the entire day to reboot its

systems and stop cascading delays. It cancelled all its domestic flights from Chennai and

all flights from Bengaluru to Delhi and Mumbai for the entire day.

• “Cancellations were made today to align our aircraft and crew to be where they need to

be in order to start afresh tomorrow morning. Measures of the last few days have

regrettably proven to be not enough. We have decided today for a reboot of all our

systems and schedules,” IndiGo’s chief executive officer (CEO) Pieter Elbers said in a

recorded video message. He added that cancellations on Saturday were expected to be

“below 1,000”.



Fact 

• The primary reason for this disruption with the airline — India’s largest, accounting

for over 60 per cent of domestic passenger traffic —are crew shortages in the wake

of the new Flight Duty Time Limitation (FDTL) norms

• The second and final phase of the new crew rest and duty rules was implemented

last month, and IndiGo has been caught ill-prepared.

• Under the new FDTL rules, the weekly rest period for pilots has been increased to

48 hours from 36 and night landings have been limited to two from six earlier. This

is learnt to have impacted IndiGo’s crew rostering significantly.

• These rules were initially going to be implemented from June 2024, but the rollback

was delayed following pushback from IndiGo and other airlines.



• The airlines’ primary argument was that the new norms would require more crew strength,

and they wanted the implementation in a step-by-step manner over an extended period.

However, the rules were implemented this year by the DGCA following a direction from the

Delhi High Court.

• They were rolled out in two phases, in July and November.

• While IndiGo managed the first phase—which included longer weekly rest periods for crew—

without much impact, the second phase, requiring curtailed crew utilisation levels for the ‘red

eye’ flights, has hit IndiGo a lot harder than other carriers. Under the new FDTL rules,

permitted night landings for flight crew are now restricted to two, from six earlier.

• The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) granted IndiGo exemptions from night duty

restrictions, including the cap on two landings, until February 10.

• The airline had admitted to the government that it underestimated the increased crew

requirements, despite the court order issued in April 2025 on new duty hours, and

acknowledged “planning gaps” in its operations for the rules that came into effect on

November 1.



Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA):

• India’s apex civil aviation regulatory body, responsible for overseeing air safety, licensing,

and compliance with international standards.

• Established in: Originally set up in 1978 as an attached office of the Ministry of Civil Aviation.

It became a statutory body under the Aircraft (Amendment) Act, 2020.

• Ministry: Operates under the Ministry of Civil Aviation, Government of India.

• Objective: To promote safe, efficient, and secure air transportation through robust regulation

and proactive safety oversight.

• The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) is a specialized UN agency established

by the Chicago Convention in 1944 to regulate global civil aviation.

• It sets international standards and procedures for the safe, secure, efficient, and

environmentally sustainable development of air transport.



Mains Question

• Q. The large-scale flight cancellations by IndiGo Airlines in December 2025 highlight

operational fragility in India’s aviation sector. Analyse the root causes, implications for

passengers and the economy, and recommend policy measures that the government and

regulator should adopt to enhance resilience and protect consumer rights.

• Q. टदसबंर 2025 में इंडिगो द्वारा बड ेपैमाने पर उडान रद्द ककए जाने की 
घटनाएँ भारत के नागररक उड्ियन क्षेत्र की सचंालन-क्षमता में नाजुकता को 
उजागर करती हैं। इसके मूल कारणों, यात्रत्रयों व अर्भव्यवस्र्ा पर प्रभावों का 
ववश्लेषण कीश्जए तर्ा क्षेत्र में मजबूती और उपभोतता अधिकारों की सुरक्षा हेतु 
आवश्यक नीनतगत उपाय सुझाइए।
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• The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Friday voted

unanimously to reduce the policy repo rate by 25 basis points (bps) to 5.25% with

immediate effect.

• The decision comes against the backdrop of data showing that real Gross Domestic

Product (GDP) growth accelerated to 8.2% in the second quarter and average headline

inflation reduced to 1.7%.

• The MPC is a statutory body established under the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, as

amended by the Finance Act, 2016. It is responsible for setting the benchmark policy rate

(repo rate) to control inflation within a specified target range.

Members:

• RBI Governor (Chairperson)

• RBI Deputy Governor in charge of monetary policy

• One official nominated by the RBI Board

• Three external members representing the Government of India



Tenure:

• External members serve a four-year term.

• RBI Governor and Deputy Governor serve ex-officio.

Meetings:

• The MPC meets at least four times a year.

• Additional meetings can be convened if necessary.

• Quorum for Decision:

• A minimum of four members is required for a quorum.

• The Governor (or Deputy Governor in their absence) must be present.

• Decisions are made by majority vote; in case of a tie, the Governor has the casting vote.

Function and Role:

• Primary role: To determine the repo rate to maintain inflation within the target range

(currently 4% +/- 2%).

• Replaced the earlier Technical Advisory Committee.

• Decisions are binding on the RBI.



Content. 

• The Union government routinely announces Centrally sponsored schemes but fails to

allocate its share of the funding.

• The 15th Finance Commission recommended that 41% of the Union’s tax revenue be

devolved to the States. But over the past four years, only 33.16% has been shared.

• Every time we pass a Bill and send it to the Governor for assent, we are left with no

choice but to move the Supreme Court as well.

• This repeated compulsion is not just an insult to legislative authority — it is a betrayal of

the Constitution and of democracy itself.
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• In view of the evolving liquidity conditions and the outlook, the Reserve Bank of

India (RBI) on Friday announced to conduct Open Market Operation (OMO)

purchases of government securities of ₹1,00,000 crore and a three-year USD/INR

Buy Sell swap of $5 billion this month to inject durable liquidity into the system.

• Later during the day, the regulator notified purchase of government securities (G-

Secs) worth ₹50,000 crore on December 11 and later this month for the remaining

₹50,000.

• At the post MPC meet press conference, he clarified that the dollar-rupee swap was

a liquidity measure and not to support the depreciating rupee.

• Open Market Operations (OMOs) are market operations conducted by RBI by way

of sale/purchase of government securities to/from the market with an objective to

adjust the rupee liquidity conditions in the market on a durable basis.



Content. 

• If there is excess liquidity, RBI resorts to sale of securities and sucks out the

rupee liquidity.

• Similarly, when the liquidity conditions are tight, RBI buys securities from the

market, thereby releasing liquidity into the market.

• It is one of the quantitative (to regulate or control the total volume of money)

monetary policy tools which is employed by the central bank of a country to

control the money supply in the economy.
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Content. 

• In an unprecedented move, the central government revoked its order to mobile phone

manufacturers to install ‘Sanchar Saathi’, a government app, from 2026.

• The rollback came in 48 hours following widespread concerns raised by most stakeholders about

ambiguous data collection methods, the lack of consent, surveillance and unlimited data storage.

Reuters broke the story and Apple refused to implement the policy.

• Digital constitutionalism signifies the extension of constitutional principles such as liberty, dignity,

equality including non-arbitrariness, accountability and rule of law in the digital space.

• These values are being threatened in the world where data collection, artificial intelligence (AI) and

surveillance technologies take the lead. Modern governance is becoming an invisible system,

whether it is biometric databases, predictive algorithms or both. In the absence of strong

constitutional protection within these systems, humans are likely to be exposed to abuse of

authority.



• Everyday life is now being influenced by digital governance. Automated processes

mediate Know Your Customer (KYC) verification, welfare distribution, job applications,

health-care records, and even political expression in social media.

• These technologies tend to operate without any significant revelation or approval from

people.

• Consequently, the concentration of power takes place in the hands of tech designers,

law enforcement agencies and private companies. This generates an unequal state

where the citizens are passive data subjects but not active right-holders as they are

supposed to be in liberal democracies.

• Justice K.S. Puttaswamy (Retd.) And Anr. vs Union of India And Ors. (2017) by the

Supreme Court of India. More recently, the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023,

was passed by Parliament.



• Banks rely on behavioural analytics. Hospitals and insurance agencies depend on

digital medical records. Education is delivered through online platforms.

• Social media do profile users constantly. These developments create efficiency, yet they

also reduce personal control over information. Consent has become a routine “click-

through” process, not a genuine voluntary choice.

• Surveillance technologies now form part of public places. Closed circuit cameras,

biometric scanners and digital identifiers constantly monitor people.

• There are real consequences. Algorithmic failures have excluded deserving families

from welfare schemes.

• Automated content moderation has silenced legitimate voices. Indeed, technology can

quietly violate the constitutional principles of equality, reasonableness and natural

justice.
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Content. 

• Despite dramatic gains in renewable energy, India dropped 13 places to 23rd in the Climate Change 

Performance Index released during COP30 in Brazil in November 2025. The main reason is the lack 

of progress to phase out coal.

• The big Indian picture is that coal, as a source of the use of all energy, makes up over half while 

renewables (solar, wind, hydro, nuclear) are still a minority share. 

• At the same time, the good news is that India doubled clean energy capacity during 2021-25. 

• Now, the share of renewables in total installed power capacity is one half, although only one-fifth of 

electricity was actually generated using them in 2024, with coal contributing 75% of electricity 

generation. What is more, India is increasing domestic production of coal.

• In comparison, coal’s share of Chile’s electricity generation fell from 43.6% to 17.5% during 2016-

24.



• Today, renewables (especially wind and solar) make up over 60% of the country’s power 

mix. This shift was driven by decisive government actions, first by a 2014 tax of $5 a 

tonne of carbon emissions. 

• The government imposed stringent emission standards on coal plants, raising 

construction and compliance costs by 30%. Competitive auctions for wind and solar 

power helped push renewables. 

• Chile has also aggressively built out energy storage systems to stabilise the grid, and 

committed to phase out all coal by 2040. 

• All this makes the case that even economies with coal dependence can accelerate a 

transition. 

• That said, coal occupies a smaller share of Chile’s energy when compared to India, 

giving it fewer plants to shut down and a smaller dependent workforce. 



• Crucially, Chile had already begun developing alternative industries, particularly in 

renewables, creating pathways to absorb displaced workers and capital. 

• In contrast, India’s far deeper coal dependence and limited economic alternatives in coal 

regions make its transition more complex. Many districts in Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, 

Odisha and West Bengal could face social risks from abrupt closures.

• But it is worth remembering that coal phaseout constitutes a “no regrets” policy. That is 

to say it is part of averting the damage from climate change. 

• One estimate is that by 2100, climate change would sap 3%-10% of India’s GDP through 

heat stress and declining labour productivity. It is also part of stopping massive health 

damage: by one estimate, a one GW increase in coal-fired capacity corresponds to a 

14% increase in infant mortality rates in districts near the plant site.

• Focus on decarbonisation
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• President Donald Trump counts the crisis in Congo as among the conflicts he has helped resolve.

On December 4, he hosted the leaders of Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo in

Washington for the signing of a formal peace agreement, which endorsed an earlier deal concluded

by the Foreign Ministers of both countries.

• Mr. Trump hailed the accord as a “historic” step towards bringing prosperity to Africa, while

Congolese President Félix Tshisekedi and his Rwandan counterpart Paul Kagame, who had

frequently exchanged insults, praised his mediation.

• On Thursday, he said he would send “our biggest and greatest companies over to the two

countries”, adding that “we are going to take some of the rare earth, take out some of the assets

and pay ... and everybody is going to make a lot of money”.

• But beyond the grandiosity of the ceremony, the situation remains complex and violent, with

fighting continuing to rage in eastern Congo between Congolese forces and the M23 rebels. Under

the agreement, Rwanda wants Congo to disarm the Hutu militias operating from its territory, while

Congo wants Rwanda to withdraw troops from the east.



Fact 

• The crisis in Congo can be traced back to the 1994 Rwandan genocide in which about 

8,00,000 people, mostly Tutsis, were massacred by ethnic Hutu militias. 

• After the genocidal regime in Kigali fell, thousands of Hutus fled to Congo in the mid-

1990s. Rwanda now claims that some of the militias that took part in the genocide 

continue to operate from Congolese territory. 

• M23, which takes its name from a failed peace agreement signed between a Tutsi-led 

rebel group and the Congolese government on March 23, 2009, says it is fighting to 

protect the rights of Congo’s Tutsi ethnic minority. 

• The Congo and UN experts say neighbouring Rwanda, ruled by a Tutsi-led government, 

is backing M23.



Mahad Satyagraha



Content. 

• A historic non-violent movement led by B. R. Ambedkar asserting Dalit rights to access

public water and reject caste-based exclusion—one of India’s earliest human rights

struggles.

• Launched in: March 19–20, 1927 (Mahad 1.0) and December 25–26, 1927 (Mahad 2.0) at

Mahad, Bombay Presidency (now Raigad, Maharashtra).

• Denial of access to public water sources such as the Chavdar Tank due to caste-based

untouchability.

• 1923 Bole Resolution legally allowed Dalits to use public facilities, but local caste elites

resisted implementation.

• Rising caste violence in villages like Goregaon and Dasgaon reinforcing the need for

collective assertion of rights.



Outcome:

• Legal victory (1937): Courts held no valid custom existed to bar Dalits from public

tanks, affirming equal civic rights.

• Strengthened Dalit political consciousness: Mahad became the birthplace of a new

rights-based movement.

• Foundation for later struggles: Directly influenced Ambedkar’s arguments in

Annihilation of Caste and shaped the moral core of India’s Constitution.

• December 25 recognised as Indian Women’s Liberation Day, reflecting the gendered

nature of Ambedkar’s social revolution.



Military Exercises



• Exercise Garuda 25:

• Host: Air Base 118, Mont-de-Marsan, France

• Nations Involved: India (IAF) and France (French Air & Space Force –

FASF)

• Exercise Garuda Shakti 2025:

• Host: Special Forces Training School, Bakloh, Himachal Pradesh

• Nations Involved: India (PARA SF) and Indonesia (Indonesian Special

Forces)
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