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• India and Malaysia on Sunday vowed to expand their ties in the high-priority sectors of trade and 
investment, defence, energy, advanced manufacturing and semiconductors with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi asserting that both sides are committed to peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific.

• Following his wide-ranging talks with Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, Mr. Modi reiterated 
India’s position on combating terrorism as he said: “Our message on terrorism is clear; no double 
standard, no compromise.” The two sides inked a total of 11 agreements and documents to expand 
cooperation in a range of key areas, including a framework pact for deeper engagement in the 
semiconductor sector.

• In the talks, Malaysia extended its support for India’s permanent membership in a reformed United 
Nations Security Council (UNSC).

• Elaborating on engagement in the security domain, Mr. Modi said cooperation in counter-terrorism, 
intelligence sharing, and maritime security will be strengthened, adding that both sides will further 
expand defence ties.



• Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA): During the Kuala Lumpur Summit in December 
2019, Malaysian PM Mahathir Mohamad criticized India’s CAA, which provides a 
pathway to citizenship for non-Muslim refugees from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, and 
Pakistan.

• Reorganisation of Jammu and Kashmir: Mahathir Mohamad also voiced strong 
criticism regarding India’s reorganization of Jammu and Kashmir, particularly after 
the revocation of its special status in August 2019.

• Extradition of Zakir Naik: India’s repeated requests for the extradition of Zakir Naik, 
wanted on charges of hate speech and money laundering, have been denied by 
Malaysia, citing insufficient evidence.



• Exercise Harimau Shakti is a bilateral military exercise between the Indian 
Army and the Malaysian Army. It focuses on jungle warfare and counter-
insurgency operations. 

• Started in 2012, it reinforces India’s Act East Policy and commitment to global 
peacekeeping frameworks. 

• Samudra Laksamana (bilateral maritime exercise), and Udara Shakti (bilateral 
air force exercise). 



Which of the following statements about ‘Exercise Mitra Shakti-2023’ are 
correct?

1. This was a joint military exercise between India and Bangladesh
2. It commenced in Aundh (Pune).
3. Joint response during counter-terrorism operations was a goal of this 

operation.
4. Indian Air Force was a part of this exercise.
Select the answer using the code given below:

(a) 1, 2 and 3
(b) 1, 2 and 4
(c) 1, 3 and 4
(d) 2, 3 and 4
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• On February 4, 2026, three sisters, aged 12, 14 and 16, ended their lives in 
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh, leaving behind their family and a country struggling to 
comprehend the horror. Preliminary police reports suggest it to be a case of screen 
addiction and parental conflict.

• The evidence linking heavy social media use to harm to adolescent mental health is 
beyond speculation. 

• In 2024, Australia passed a law prohibiting anyone under the age of 16 from holding 
accounts on 10 major platforms, including Instagram, TikTok, YouTube, Snapchat and 
X, which is enforced through mandatory age verification and backed by fines of up to 
$50 million (Australian). 

• The law came into force on December 10, 2025, making Australia the first country to 
truly pull the plug on under-16 social media accounts.



• First, bans are technically porous and difficult to implement even if outsourced to 
social media companies themselves. Adolescents are often more digitally literate 
than the legislators regulating them.

• Second, a blanket ban ignores the complexity of adolescent development.

• Third, this approach suffers from a severe democratic deficit. In India, there is a 
chronic habit of making policy for young people without ever speaking to them. 
Have we asked what they would like?

• Fourth, and most importantly, a social media ban will certainly calcify the gendered 
social inequalities that will prevent girls from lower income households, particularly 
young girls, from using the Internet for their social mobility and charting their 
future. 



• Data from the National Sample Survey show that only 33.3% of women in India 
reported having ever used the Internet, compared to 57.1% of men. 

• In patriarchal settings, where female Internet access is already viewed with 
suspicion, a government mandate to “police” age is likely to result in families just 
confiscating the device entirely from young girls.

• The lesson for us as adults is to provide a healthy media ecology to our children 
rather than taking social media completely off the table. 

• This is tougher work than a ban. But it requires us to confront our dissonance on the 
doctrine of tech-driven innovation that is exempt from regulation, where on one day 
we demonise social media and on another, worship AI.



Mains Question

In recent years, several governments have resorted to banning social media platforms 
citing concerns related to national security, public order and misinformation. Critically 
examine the constitutional, democratic and governance implications of social media bans 
in India.
(150 words / 10 marks)

हाल के वर्षों में अनेक सरकारों ने राष्ट्रीय सुरक्षा, साववजननक व्यवस्था तथा दषु्ट्रचार के 
आधार पर सोशल मीडिया प्लेटफॉमव पर रनतबंध लगाए हैं। भारत में सोशल मीडिया 
रनतबंधों के सवंैधाननक, लोकतांत्रिक तथा शासन सबंंधी रभावों की आलोचनात्मक वववेचना 
कीजजए।
(150 शब्द / 10 अकं)
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• In an unusual departure from established parliamentary convention, the Lok Sabha 
adopted the motion of thanks to the President’s address to Parliament without the 
Prime Minister’s reply to the debate on February 5. 

• The explanation by the Lok Sabha Speaker, Om Birla, for the PM not replying to the 
discussion on the motion raised more questions than it answered. 

• Mr. Birla said that he had concrete information about Opposition Members of 
Parliament (MP) planning something “unexpected”, obliquely suggesting that they 
may have caused harm to the PM inside the House. 

• It is bizarre to assume that the Leader of the House — the Prime Minister — avoids 
speaking in the House fearing harm from fellow MPs. 



We adopted parliamentary democracy based on the British model, but how does our 
model differ from that model?

1. As regards legislation, the British Parliament is supreme or sovereign but in India, 
the power of the Parliament to legislate is limited.

2. In India, matters related to the constitutionality of the Amendment of an Act of the 
Parliament are referred to the Constitution Bench by the Supreme Court.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2



A Parliamentary System of Government is one in which

(a) all political parties in the Parliament are represented in the Government

(b) the Government is responsible to the Parliament and can be removed by it

(c) the Government is elected by the people and can be removed by them

(d) the Government is chosen by the Parliament but cannot be removed by it before 
completion of a fixed term



Mains Question

“Parliamentary proceedings are essential for ensuring accountability of the executive to 
the legislature.” Examine the significance of parliamentary proceedings in strengthening 
India’s democratic framework.
(150 words / 10 marks)

“ससंदीय कायववाहहयााँ ववधानयका के रनत कायवपाललका की जवाबदेही सुननजचचत करने में 
महत्वपूर्व भूलमका ननभाती हैं।” भारत के लोकतांत्रिक ढााँचे को सुदृढ़ करने में ससंदीय 
कायववाहहयों के महत्व की वववेचना कीजजए।
(150 शब्द / 10 अकं)
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• The Supreme Court of India, last week, sharply questioned Meta Platforms LLC and 
its messaging platform WhatsApp, in an appeal rooted in updates it made in 2021 
around user data sharing with other Meta services such as Instagram and Facebook. 

• The Court underscored the power that WhatsApp holds in India’s messaging 
ecosystem: it is practically impossible to reach everyone with a smartphone, 
coordinate groups, and undertake business communications without being on 
WhatsApp. 

• The precise background of the litigation that reached the Court is an appeal against a 
₹213.14 crore penalty issued by the Competition Commission of India (CCI) for 
abruptly amending its privacy policy, allowing the firm to share user data across its 
sister concerns, Facebook and Instagram. Users were prompted at that time to 
accept the terms or cease using the service. 



• Nobody argues that WhatsApp must not earn money for a service that has been 
transformative for communications in India. 

• Owing to its parent’s massive scale of operations, WhatsApp has been able to offer 
messaging, multimedia sharing, telephony — services that were until 2016 
prohibitively priced by telecom operators — for free, with only an Internet 
connection and a phone number as a pre-requisite. 

• Allowing users to “opt out” of data sharing is an inappropriate remedy for services at 
WhatsApp’s scale, because the power of the default option at that scale leaves far 
too many with no real, informed choice in the matter. 

• As India approaches a billion Internet users, that law is needed to protect and foster 
a healthy digital marketplace.



Which of the following adopted a law on data protection and privacy for its citizens 
known as General Data Protection Regulation’ in April 2016 and started 
implementation of it from 25th May, 2018?

(a) Australia

(b) Canada

(c) The European Union

(d) The United States of America
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• Five years after the February 1, 2021 coup, Myanmar’s military sought to manufacture 
political normalcy through elections held in three phases between late December 2025 and 
January 2026.

• Polling was largely confined to urban wards, as most rural areas remain under resistance 
influence. 

• The junta claimed an overall voter turnout of around 55% — roughly 13.14 million of 24 
million eligible voters. 

• This sharp decline, from the roughly 70% turnout recorded in 2015 and 2020, reflects not 
voter apathy, but widespread rejection of a military-scripted political exercise.

• Since the coup, at least 7,738 people, including activists, journalists, and civilians, have been 
killed, while over 30,000 have been arrested.



• For India, Myanmar is both a strategic neighbour and a gateway to Southeast Asia, crucial for its Act 
East Policy. 

• The elections, therefore, continue to pose a long-standing dilemma for New Delhi’s security and 
connectivity interests, without legitimising a deeply contested political mechanism.

• In repeated statements in December 2025 and January 2026, External Affairs Ministry spokesperson 
Randhir Jaiswal has reiterated that India supports Myanmar’s democratic transition and that any 
electoral process must be free, fair and inclusive, with the participation of all political stakeholders.

• Myanmar shares a 1,643-kilometre border with four of India’s northeastern States, making instability 
across the frontier inseparable from India’s internal security. 

• Violence and state collapse have already triggered refugee inflows into the nation. India currently 
hosts 90,100 displaced Myanmar nationals in Mizoram and Manipur.



• Indian-backed projects, including the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project and the 
India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway, have faced repeated delays due to insecurity in 
conflict-affected regions. 

• The junta’s claims of post-election normalisation will be difficult to translate into improved 
implementation conditions, forcing New Delhi to reassess timelines, risk exposure and 
engagement strategies.

• Moreover, transnational security threats — for instance, the proliferation of narcotics and 
human trafficking networks — have accelerated amid weakened border controls and 
fragmented authority.

• As western and regional blocs such as the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
refuse to recognise the election outcomes for now, it becomes essential for India to 
maintain its balanced approach. 



• Founded: By signing the ASEAN Declaration (Bangkok Declaration) (1967)

• Founding Members: Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Thailand

• Secretariat: Indonesia, Jakarta

• Chairmanship: Rotates annually

• Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and 
Vietnam

• East Timor (Timor-Leste) has officially become the 11th member of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) after a 14-year wait.

• The formal induction took place at a ceremony in Kuala Lumpur, marking ASEAN’s first expansion 
since the 1990s.



Mains Question

Q. “Access to safe and clean drinking water is not merely a welfare issue but a foundational 
requirement for public health, economic productivity, and social equity.”
In this context, examine the challenges faced by India in ensuring universal access to clean 
drinking water. Suggest policy and institutional measures to achieve sustainable water security.
(250 Words | 15 Marks)

प्र. “सुरक्षक्षत एवं स्वच्छ पेयजल तक पहुाँच केवल एक कल्यार्कारी ववर्षय नहीं, बजल्क साववजननक 
स्वास््य, आर्थवक उत्पादकता और सामाजजक समानता की आधारलशला है।”
इस संदभव में भारत में सभी के ललए स्वच्छ पेयजल उपलब्ध कराने में आने वाली चुनौनतयों का 
ववचलेर्षर् कीजजए। सतत जल सुरक्षा राप्त करने हेतु उपयुक्त नीनतगत एवं संस्थागत उपाय 
सुझाइए।
(250 शब्द | 15 अंक)



Mount Aconcagua



• Mount Aconcagua is the highest mountain in South America and the Western 
Hemisphere, and the tallest peak outside Asia. With an elevation of about 22,831 
feet (6,959 m), it is one of the most challenging non-technical climbs among the 
Seven Summits.

• Located in: Argentina
• Situated in western Mendoza Province, near the Argentina–Chile border
• Part of the Southern Andes mountain range

• Volcanic origin, though it is not an active volcano.

• Highest point in the Western Hemisphere and Southern Hemisphere.
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