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• The Union government has notified amendments to the Information Technology Act, 
2021, requiring photorealistic AI-generated content to be prominently labelled. 

• The changes, which will come into force on February 20, also significantly shorten 
timelines for takedown of illegal material.

• Under the new rules, social media platforms will now have between two and three 
hours to remove certain categories of unlawful content, a sharp reduction from the 
earlier 24-36 hours. 

• Content deemed illegal by a court or an “appropriate government” will have to be 
taken down within three hours, while sensitive content, featuring non-consensual 
nudity and deepfakes, must be removed within two hours.



• The Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) 
Amendment Rules, 2026, defines synthetically generated content as “audio, visual or 
audio-visual information which is artificially or algorithmically created, generated, 
modified or altered using a computer resource, in a manner that such information 
appears to be real, authentic or true and depicts or portrays any individual or event 
in a manner that is, or is likely to be perceived as indistinguishable from a natural 
person or a real-world event.” 

• The final definition is narrower than the one released in a draft version of these 
rules in October 2025. 

• As with the existing IT Rules, failure to comply with the rules could result in loss of 
safe harbour, the legal principle that sites allowing users to post content cannot 
automatically be held liable in the same way as a publisher of a book or a periodical 
can.
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• World leaders must, however, wake up to this new reality, and come to terms with a 
phenomenon in which Open AI is beginning to consume the world.

• All this, however, is but a precursor to what the real potential and danger posed by 
AI in the world of tomorrow are.

• In its present form, AI is already enabling the replication of speech and language, 
vision and reasoning, but what is little realised is that it is set to achieve new and 
dangerous heights of capabilities. 

• Need for effective oversight



In which of the following areas can GPS technology be used?

1. Mobile phone operations
2. Banking operations
3. Controlling the power grids
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3



The terms 'WannaCry, Petya and Eternal Blue' sometimes mentioned in the news 
recently are related to

(a) Exoplanets

(b) Cryptocurrency

(c) Cyber attacks

(d) Mini satellites



Mains Question

Artificial Intelligence promises efficiency, innovation, and growth, but it also raises 
serious concerns related to ethics, employment, privacy, and human autonomy.
Critically examine the major concerns associated with Artificial Intelligence and discuss 
how a responsible governance framework can address these challenges.
(250 words)

कृत्रिम बुद्धिमत्ता (Artificial Intelligence) दक्षता, नवाचार और ववकास की सभंावनाएँ 
प्रस्तुत करती है, लेककन इसके साथ नैततकता, रोजगार, तनजता और मानव स्वायत्तता से 
जडुी गभंीर धचतंाएँ भी उभरती हैं।
कृत्रिम बुद्धिमत्ता से सबंंधित प्रमखु धचतंाओं का आलोचनात्मक ववश्लेषण कीजजए तथा 
चचाा कीजजए कक उत्तरदायी शासन ढाँचा इन चुनौततयों से कैसे तनपट सकता है।
(250 शब्द)
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• Opposition parties belonging to the Indian National Developmental, Inclusive Alliance 
(INDIA) on Tuesday submitted a notice to the Secretary-General of the Lok Sabha, seeking 
the removal of Speaker Om Birla for allegedly conducting the business of the House in a 
“blatantly partisan” manner.

• The notice to bring a resolution for the removal of the Speaker cited four specific reasons, 
including not allowing Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi to complete his speech on the 
Motion of Thanks to the President on February 2. “This is not an isolated instance. The 
Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha is almost invariably not allowed to speak,” the 
notice said.

• Under Article 94C of the Constitution, the Speaker can be removed from office by a 
resolution passed by the House through a simple majority. 

• Article 96 of the Constitution allows the Speaker to respond to the notice for removal but 
the charges against her/him will have to be specific.



• According to practices and procedures governing the conduct of legislative business in the 
House, the Speaker or the Deputy Speaker can be removed from office by a resolution of 
Lok Sabha passed by a majority of all the then members of the House. 

• This is procedurally possible under Article 94 (c) of the Constitution. 

• Article 94, per se, provides for the vacation, resignation and removal of those occupying the 
offices of Speaker and Deputy Speaker; the rules in this regard, however, are stringent.

• as per 94 (a), they cease “to be a member of the House of the People”, according to 94 (b), 
may at any time “by writing under his hand addressed” resign office and, per 94 (c), be 
removed “by a resolution of the House of the People passed by a majority of all the then 
members of the House”.



• A member wishing to give notice of a resolution for the removal of the Speaker or the 
Deputy Speaker has to do it in writing to the Secretary-General of the Lok Sabha. 

• This notice may be given by two or more members jointly – but no resolution for the 
removal of such officials moved under clause (c) can be moved unless at least fourteen days’ 
notice has been given of the intention to move the resolution.

• Yes, thrice in the past in the years 1954, 1966 and 1987. 

• Such a motion requires to be backed by at least two Members of the House of the People, or 
the Lok Sabha and “50 members have to stand up” in its favour, that is, the quorum of the 
House has to be fulfilled for the procedure to take place. 

• The process is governed by Rules 200 to 203 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of 
Business in Lok Sabha.



• According to Rule 200A, such a resolution needs to be “specific with respect to 
charges”, “be clearly and precisely expressed” and “shall not contain arguments, 
inferences, ironical expressions, imputations or defamatory statements.” 

• The other points which such a motion needs to adhere to include “no speech” by the 
Member(s) who submitted it after it is admitted for discussion.

• The Speaker has the right to speak as well as to take part in the proceedings of Lok 
Sabha while any resolution for their removal from office is under consideration in 
the House. 

• They are entitled to vote only in the first instance on such a resolution or any other 
matter during such proceedings but not in the case of an equality of votes.



Consider the following statements: 

I. On the dissolution of the House of the People, the Speaker shall not vacate his/her office until 
immediately before the first meeting of the House of the People after the dissolution.   

II. According to the provisions of the Constitution of India, a Member of the House of the People on 
being elected as Speaker shall resign from his/her political party immediately.   

III. The Speaker of the House of the People may be removed from his/her office by a resolution of the 
House of the People passed by a majority of all the then Members of the House, provided that no 
resolution shall be moved unless at least fourteen days’ notice has been given.   

Which of the statements given above are correct?
a. I and II only 
b. II and III only 
c. I and III only 
d. I, II and III 



With reference to the Speaker of the Lok Sabha, consider the following statements:

While any resolution for the removal of the Speaker of the Lok Sabha is under consideration

1. He/She shall not preside.
2. He/She shall not have the right to speak
3. He/She shall not be entitled to vote on the resolution in the first instance.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3



Mains Question

The Speaker of the Lok Sabha is expected to act as the impartial guardian of 
parliamentary democracy. In recent times, questions have been raised regarding the 
neutrality of the Speaker.
Examine the constitutional position, powers, and responsibilities of the Speaker of the 
Lok Sabha, and critically analyze the challenges to the office’s impartiality.
(250 words)

लोकसभा अध्यक्ष से अपेक्षा की जाती है कक वह ससंदीय लोकतंि के तनष्पक्ष सरंक्षक के 
रूप में काया करे। हाल के समय में अध्यक्ष की तनष्पक्षता को लेकर प्रश्न उठाए गए हैं।
लोकसभा अध्यक्ष की सवंैिातनक जस्थतत, शजततयों एवं दातयत्वों की वववेचना कीजजए तथा 
इस पद की तनष्पक्षता से जडुी चुनौततयों का आलोचनात्मक ववश्लेषण कीजजए।
(250 शब्द)
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• On February 5, 2026, the ‘New’ Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) expired. 

• A symbol of an older era in global geopolitics, where the U.S. and the then Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics were engaged in an escalating spiral of one-upmanship such as ‘testing’ 
mammoth nuclear weapons and space races, START represented a pivotal shift in how they 
approached nuclear competition — from unlimited accumulation towards negotiated 
reduction. 

• It emerged from decades of arms control efforts and altered the trajectory of the Cold War’s 
final years. 

• The nuclear arms race that dominated the Cold War saw both superpowers accumulate 
massive arsenals. By the 1980s, they each possessed over 10,000 strategic nuclear warheads 
— the U.S. with a lopsided advantage.



• START I negotiations began in 1982 and proved complex. The treaty was not signed 
until July 1991, just months before the Soviet Union’s collapse. It represented the 
first agreement between the superpowers to actually reduce strategic nuclear 
arsenals rather than merely limit their growth. 

• The treaty required each side to cut strategic warheads to 6,000 and reduce delivery 
systems proportionally. 

• This was a significant symbolic and practical achievement — each country would 
have roughly 30% fewer warheads than existing agreements permitted. 

• Later agreements built on START’s framework and reduced deployable warheads to 
1,700-2,200 a side, and the New START Treaty (2010) limited each side to 1,550 
deployed strategic warheads. 



• The New START, with its 15-year lifespan, ought to have been replaced with more 
ambitious outcomes. 

• But given that global geopolitics seems to be receding into imperialist structures — 
mercantilist tariff systems and a craving for territories — it is unsurprising that arms-
race doctrines too will be resuscitated. 

• U.S. President Donald Trump has stated that any future arms control must include 
China, given its growing nuclear stockpile, signalling that the U.S. will not be bound 
by limits if other major powers (such as China) are free to build up theirs. 

• The end of START may have serious consequences for global agreements, such as the 
Non-Proliferation Treaty and the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty. 
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• An air force requires three verticals to operate in synchrony for its operational punch — a weapons 
inventory more potent than its adversary’s, professional personnel to operate those weapon systems, 
and a dependable supply chain to provide the systems in time and of requisite quality.

• The fighter aircraft portfolio of the Indian Air Force is a mix of Russian and western machines, with 
the indigenous Tejas built by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) a new entrant. 

• The repair and overhaul of every fighter jet, irrespective of its origin, is also done by HAL, making the 
task of India’s sole aircraft manufacturer immense.

• media reports that the development contract for five prototypes of India’s Advanced Medium 
Combat Aircraft (AMCA) would be awarded to one of three private players (HAL has been left out) — 
thereby creating a second aircraft manufacturer — should be welcome news except that there are 
some serious professional issues that need to be thought through while the decision-making is 
ongoing.



Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL): Key Facts

• HAL was founded in 1940 in Bangalore as Hindustan Aircraft Limited, merging with 
Aeronautics India Limited in 1964 to become HAL.

• It is a state-owned company under the Ministry of Defence.
• Headquarters are in Bengaluru, Karnataka.
• Operates 20 production and R&D centers across India, including Bangalore, Nashik, 

Koraput, and Lucknow.

• Focuses on design, development, manufacture, and maintenance of aircraft, 
helicopters, engines, avionics, and aerospace equipment.

• Produces fighter aircraft like Tejas LCA, Sukhoi Su-30MKI, Jaguar, and Hawk.
• Manufactures helicopters including Dhruv ALH, Rudra, Cheetah, Chetak, and LCH.



Mains Question

Indigenisation of defence production is central to India’s strategic autonomy and national 
security. Despite policy initiatives such as ‘Make in India’ and ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’, India 
continues to face structural and technological challenges in defence manufacturing.
Critically examine the status of defence production in India and suggest measures to strengthen 
indigenous capabilities.
(250 words)

रक्षा उत्पादन का स्वदेशीकरण भारत की रणनीततक स्वायत्तता एवं राष्रीय सुरक्षा के ललए अत्यंत 
महत्वपूणा है। ‘मेक इन इंडिया’ और ‘आत्मतनभार भारत’ जैसी नीततगत पहलों के बावजूद भारत 
को रक्षा ववतनमााण में संरचनात्मक एवं तकनीकी चुनौततयों का सामना करना पड रहा है।
भारत में रक्षा उत्पादन की जस्थतत का आलोचनात्मक परीक्षण कीजजए तथा स्वदेशी क्षमताओं को 
सुदृढ़ करने के उपाय सुझाइए।
(250 शब्द)



Network Readiness Index



• India improved its rank to 45th (4 places improvement) in the Network Readiness 
Index (NRI) 2025, while also increasing its score to 54.43/100, reflecting stronger 
digital and network preparedness.

• The Network Readiness Index (NRI) is a global assessment that evaluates how 
effectively countries use information and communication technologies (ICTs) to 
promote economic growth, innovation, governance quality and social development.

• Published by: Prepared by the Portulans Institute, an independent, non-profit 
research and educational institute based in Washington, DC.

• To measure a country’s readiness to leverage digital networks and technologies.
• To assess how ICT adoption translates into inclusive growth, innovation, governance 

efficiency and societal impact.



• Covers 127 economies worldwide.

• Based on 4 pillars:

• Technology – digital infrastructure, access and future technologies
• People – skills, digital inclusion and workforce readiness
• Governance – regulation, trust, security and policy environment
• Impact – economic, social and environmental outcomes

• Uses 53 indicators including broadband penetration, AI research output, digital 
trade, legislation and market scale.

• India climbed 4 places to 45th globally, with its score improving from 53.63 (2024) to 
54.43 (2025).
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