


Important Issues of the Day

• Judicial drift – Page No. 6, GS 2
• CPI base revision – Page No. 6, GS 3
• Religious disputes – Page No. 7, GS 2
• Have States gained – Text and Context
• Vande Mataram – Page No. 14, GS 1
• Corruption Perceptions Index – Prelims



Mains



• The Constitution in Article 270 provides for the scheme of distribution of net tax 
proceeds collected by the Central government between the Centre and the States.

• With respect to the demands regarding vertical devolution, the FC opined that under 
the present constitutional scheme, it is neither permissible nor desirable to fix a cap 
on cess and surcharge or for their inclusion in the divisible pool.

• In its approach for horizontal devolution, the FC was guided by two principles. 

• First, changes to each State’s share in the portion of divisible pool should be gradual. 

• Second, due recognition should be given to efficiency and especially the States’ 
contributions to growth.





With reference to the Fourteenth Finance Commission, which of the following 
statements is/are correct?

1. It has increased the share of States in the central divisible pool from 32 percent to 
42 percent.

2. It has made recommendations concerning sector-specific grants.
Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2



Mains Question

Examine the criteria used by the recent Finance Commissions for horizontal devolution 
among states. What are the associated challenges?

हाल के वित्त आयोगों द्िारा राज्यों के बीच क्षैतिज कर-वििरण हेि ुअपनाए गए मानदंडों 
का परीक्षण कीजजए। इससे जडुी चुनौतियााँ क्या हैं?
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• The Union Government has issued fresh guidelines mandating the singing of all six 
stanzas of ‘Vande Mataram’ at official functions. The order coincides with the 150th 
anniversary of the song’s creation.

• The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has notified the official version of ‘Vande 
Mataram’, requiring that all six stanzas of the original composition by Bankim 
Chandra Chatterjee be sung at specified government functions.

• The directive formalises the complete rendition of the national song and prescribes 
the protocol for its performance.

• Ministry Involved: Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), Government of India



Official Version & Duration:
• All six stanzas must be sung as the official version.
• Total duration prescribed: 3 minutes and 10 seconds.

Mandatory Occasions at the Union Level:
• To be played at civil investiture ceremonies and official state functions.
• To be played upon arrival and departure of the President of India.
• Before and after the President’s address broadcast on Akashwani and Doordarshan.

• To be played during arrival and departure of Governors or Lieutenant Governors at 
official state functions.

• Mandatory group singing at cultural events and occasions involving flag hoisting.
• Morning assemblies of all schools must incorporate group singing.





Protocols During Rendition:

• Audience must stand in attention posture when the song is played.
• Exception: Not mandatory in cinema halls when played as part of films or newsreels.
• A drumroll (mridang/trumpet) to precede the song.
• In marching drills, seven preparatory steps before commencement.

Informal Events:

• May be sung at informal functions attended by ministers.

• The Union government has said in a set of instructions to the States and government 
bodies that the National Song, Vande Mataram, should be sung or played before the 
National Anthem, Jana Gana Mana, when both the songs are played at an event.



The Partition of Bengal made by Lord Curzon in 1905 lasted until

(a) the First World War when Indian troops were needed by the British and the 
partition was ended.

(b) King George V abrogated Curzon’s Act at the Royal Durbar in Delhi in 1911.

(c) Gandhiji launched his Civil Disobedience Movement.

(d) the Partition of India in 1947 when East Bengal became East Pakistan.



The 1929 Session of Indian National Congress is of significance in the history of the 
Freedom Movement because the

(a) attainment of Self-Government was declared as the objective of the Congress

(b) attainment of Poorna Swaraj was adopted as the goal of the Congress

(c) Non-Cooperation Movement was launched

(d) decision to participate in the Round Table Conference in London was taken



The staple commodities of export by the English East India Company from Bengal in the 
middle of the 18th century were:

(a) Raw cotton, oil-seeds and opium

(b) Sugar, salt, zinc and lead

(c) Copper, silver, gold, spices and tea

(d) Cotton, silk, saltpetre and opium



Mains Question

How did the Swadeshi Movement mark a turning point in the Indian national 
movement?

स्वदेशी आंदोलन ने भारतीय राष्ट्रीय आंदोलन में किस प्रिार एि महत्वपूर्ण 
मोड़ प्रस्तुत किया?



Corruption Perceptions Index



• India has climbed to the 91st position on the global Corruption Perceptions Index 
(CPI), reflecting a slight improvement from its 96th rank in the previous year.

• Despite this five-place rise, India’s score of 39 remains below the global average, 
highlighting that corruption is still viewed as a deep-rooted structural challenge.

• The Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI), released annually by Transparency 
International, ranks 182 countries and territories based on perceived levels of public 
sector corruption.

• It uses a scale from 0 (highly corrupt) to 100 (very clean). India’s rank of 91st with a 
score of 39 indicates that while digitalization and reforms have prevented a decline, 
the country still struggles with bureaucratic opacity and weak enforcement.



• The index evaluated 182 countries based on perceived public sector corruption, 
using a scale from zero (highly corrupt) to 100 (very clean).

• Denmark, maintaining its eight-year streak, tops the CPI 2025 with the highest score 
of 89, followed closely by Finland (88) and Singapore (84).

• South Sudan and Somalia, both scoring 9, tied at rank 181. 

• Venezuela ranks slightly higher at 180 with a score of 10, placing these three nations 
at the bottom of the index.



Mains Question

Examine the role of transparency and digital governance in reducing corruption 
perception in India.

भारत में भ्रष्ट्टाचार िी धारर्ा िो िम िरने में पारदर्शणता एवं डिजिटल शासन िी 
भूर्मिा िा परीक्षर् िीजिए।
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• The Consumer Price Index (CPI) captures this reality by tracking the prices of goods 
and services that households regularly consume, turning everyday experiences into 
an official measure of inflation. 

• For the common man, the CPI is like a quiet mirror of daily life capturing, inter alia, 
the changing cost of basic needs such as food on the plate, rent for the roof over the 
head, and fuel for the journey to work.

• CPI-based inflation is also the primary indicator for the Reserve Bank of India to help 
guide it in decisions such as interest rates and inflation control. 

• India’s ongoing CPI base updation from the year 2012 to 2024 must be seen.



• The CPI 2024 series has, therefore, been updated using the latest Household 
Consumption Expenditure Survey of 2023-24. 

• As people’s preferences and expenses changed over time, the importance 
(weightage) given to different goods and services in the CPI has also been adjusted.

• Items on which households now spend more have been given greater weight, with 
less weight for those that account for a smaller share of spending. 

• This ensures that the CPI measures price changes that really affect household 
budgets. 

• The consumption basket has also been updated to reflect emerging trends, such as 
growing spending on services, driven by rising incomes and changing lifestyles.



With reference to inflation in India, which of the following statements is correct?

(a) Controlling the inflation in India is the responsibility of the Government of India 
only

(b) The Reserve Bank of India has no role in controlling the inflation

(c) Decreased money circulation helps in controlling the inflation

(d) Increased money circulation helps in controlling the inflation



Consider the following statements:

1. Inflation benefits the debtors.
2. Inflation benefits the bondholders.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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• Among other things, these petitions questioned the constitutionality of the SIR itself. 
Months have passed, with SIRs announced in multiple States, and the challenges have 
multiplied.

• It is worth remembering that in a constitutional democracy, the Court’s primary role is to 
ensure that other state organs comply with the Constitution, and not to transform itself into 
an administrator. 

• However, the Court’s conduct in the SIR case is not new: while the constitutionality of the 
Aadhaar programme was challenged in 2012, it was only in 2018 that a final judgment was 
passed, by which time Aadhaar had effectively become a fait accompli, too big to be 
undone. 

• In the intervening six years, the Court had passed various orders about where and how 
Aadhaar could be used or demanded, but had not touched the constitutional challenge 
before it.



• the ongoing SIRs amount to an exercise where the entire populations of States are called upon to 
freshly establish their citizenship and their right to vote, without any pre-existing cause for 
suspicion. 

• The constitutional question then turns upon whether the ECI can simply operate on this mass 
presumption of non-citizenship, and force people to prove their rights from scratch.

• In 1995, in Lal Babu Hussein and Others vs Electoral Registration Officer and Others, the Court 
had held that it could not. There again, the ECI had sought to effect large-scale removal of names 
from the voter rolls, acting on the suspicion that in certain constituencies there were many non-
voters on the rolls.

• Finally — and this was something highlighted by the West Bengal Chief Minister as well — in a 
country with vast material inequalities, and disparities in access to the State, documentation 
requirements operate asymmetrically, and, in particular, impact the vulnerable and the 
marginalised (people at the intersection of the axes of caste, poverty and gender).
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• First, it tells us that courts have a constitutional role in deciding religious disputes. 

• Second, it demolishes the argument that temples are private spaces where the court 
or the state cannot intervene. 

• Given the growing number of such cases, the law around religion has taken centre 
stage like never before.

• All this changed when the Constitution was adopted in 1950, which introduced 
fundamental rights to practise religion. 

• The freedom of worship rights in Articles 25 and 26 to worship were made applicable 
to individuals as well as religious denominations. 



• The constitutional court then undertakes the task of finding out whether such custom or 
practice is protected by the essential religious practice test. 

• A creation of the Supreme Court, this test is to determine whether a particular custom or 
practice is essentially integral to the religion. 

• Those not essentially religious were, interestingly, deemed to be “secular” and open to 
judicial guidance. Therefore, if a practice fails this test, then the court typically proceeds to 
issue directions in consonance with settled constitutional principles.

• In Indian Young Lawyers Association and Ors vs State of Kerala (2018) (Sabarimala temple 
case), this approach underwent a significant consolidation when the Supreme Court held 
that even those practices considered essential to the religion cannot be shielded from 
judicial scrutiny if they are inconsistent with constitutional morality. 
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