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• When welfare measures to uplift underprivileged sections are deployed as a political 
tool in an election year it raises the question whether it is an instance of affirmative 
action or merely a cynical device that plays out as a poll-eve incentive. 

• Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin’s surgical action of crediting ₹5,000 each in the 
bank accounts of over 1.31 crore women beneficiaries of the Kalaignar Magalir 
Urimai Thittam (KMUT), triggers exactly this uncomfortable thought. 

• The KMUT, in operation since September 2023, envisages a monthly direct transfer 
of ₹1,000 “rights grant” recognising the dignity and contribution of women heads of 
families. Notably 32% of its beneficiaries are SC/STs.

• The Election Commission of India (ECI) has not been consistent in its interpretation 
of what constitutes a violation of the Model Code of Conduct.



• The MCC is a consensus document. The political parties have themselves agreed to 
keep their conduct during elections in check and to work within the Code.

• It helps the EC in keeping with the mandate it has been given under Article 324 of 
the Constitution, which gives it the power to supervise and conduct free and fair 
elections to the Parliament and State Legislatures.

• The MCC is operational from the date on which the election schedule is announced 
until the date of the result announcement.

• The government cannot announce any financial grants, promise construction of 
roads or other facilities, and make any ad hoc appointments in government or public 
undertaking during the time the Code is in force.



• Though the MCC does not have any statutory backing, it has come to acquire strength in the past 
decade because of its strict enforcement by the EC.

• Certain provisions of the MCC may be enforced by invoking corresponding provisions in other statutes 
such as the Indian Penal Code (IPC) 1860, Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) 1973, and 
Representation of Peoples’s Act (RPA) 1951.

• Kerala was the first state to adopt a code of conduct for elections. In 1960, before the Assembly 
elections in the state, the administration prepared a draft code covering important aspects of 
electioneering such as processions, political rallies, and speeches.

• In 1974, the ECI released a formal MCC. It also set up bureaucratic bodies at the district level to 
oversee its implementation. Before 1977, MCC guided only political parties and candidates.

• In 1979, the Election Commission learned of ruling parties misusing power like monopolising public 
spaces and using public money for advertisement. The Election Commission revised MCC to include 
ruling political parties.



Consider the following statements:

1. In the election for Lok Sabha or State Assembly, the winning candidate must get at least 50 percent 
of the votes polled, to be declared elected.

2. According to the provisions laid down in the Constitution of India, in Lok Sabha, the Speaker’s post 
goes to the majority party and the Deputy Speaker’s to the Opposition.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2



Mains Question

“The Model Code of Conduct is a moral instrument without statutory backing, yet it 
significantly shapes India’s electoral democracy.”
Critically examine the constitutional basis, enforceability, and challenges associated with 
the Model Code of Conduct. (250 words)

“मॉडल आचार सहंिता एक गरै-सांविधिक नैततक सािन िै, फिर भी यि भारत के चुनािी 
लोकतंत्र को गिराई से प्रभावित करती िै।”
मॉडल आचार सहंिता के सवंैधानिक आधार, प्रवतति क्षमता तथा उससे जडु़ी चुिौनतयों का 
समालोचिात्मक परीक्षण कीजजए। (250 शब्द)
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• As part of his continuing assault on science, U.S. President Donald Trump revoked a foundational 
guideline of the American environment regulator that allowed it to control the transportation sector’s 
emission of greenhouse gases. 

• The repeal of the ‘endangerment finding’ was the final, formal blow following a series of actions by 
the U.S.’s Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in weakening Obama-era administration fuel 
economy and greenhouse gas (GHG) standards for vehicle model years 2021-26 and loosening fuel 
efficiency norms. 

• The ‘endangerment finding’ emerged after the US Supreme Court’s 2007 decision, in Massachusetts 
vs EPA, which held that greenhouse gases qualify as “air pollutants” and required the EPA to 
determine whether they endanger public health or welfare. 

• In December 2009, the EPA concluded that six greenhouse gases — including carbon dioxide and 
methane — “may reasonably be anticipated to endanger” health and welfare, drawing heavily on 
assessments by the IPCC and U.S. scientific bodies. 



• The EPA’s action had a seismic impact on the American automotive industry, setting in motion the 
first federal greenhouse gas standards, set in 2010, for cars and light trucks (2012-16), later extended 
through 2025. 

• Manufacturers accelerated fuel-efficiency improvements, invested in hybrid systems, lightweight 
materials, and, eventually, battery-electric vehicles. Regulatory credit markets emerged, benefiting 
firms such as Tesla, Inc. and resulting in the popularity of electric vehicles globally, including in India.

• Though indirect, the stricter greenhouse gas emission norms also influenced a world-wide shift away 
from the ‘small car’ to the mid-sized Sport Utility Vehicles (SUV) with car markers improving the SUV’s 
emissions profile. 

• Mr. Trump seems to believe that doing away with the EPA regulations will revive America’s ‘gas 
guzzler’ era, boost American manufacturing jobs, and somehow tie in with his administration’s 
rediscovery of Venezuelan oil. 
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• India’s post-Independence service rules were designed to ensure stability through generalist 
administrators — an approach that was essential for nation-building. However, governance has since 
become increasingly shaped by science, technology, and environmental challenges.

• Scientific inputs in policymaking are often commissioned for immediate needs — such as legal cases 
or regulatory decisions — making research time-bound and narrow. 

• A stronger approach would support continuous, long-term research that anticipates emerging 
challenges, allowing decisions to be guided by evidence and foresight rather than urgency.

• As India’s responsibilities expanded into technically intensive sectors, environmental protection, 
climate change, oceans and coasts, public health, disaster management, nuclear safety, 
biotechnology, space science, and artificial intelligence, scientists became indispensable to 
government functioning.



• Many countries, which includes France, Germany, Japan, the United Kingdom and the United 
States have created distinct scientific cadres within government, with tailored service rules, 
career paths, and professional protections. 

• These systems strengthen governance by ensuring transparent, independent scientific input 
into policymaking. 

• For example, U.S. Scientific Integrity Policies protect scientists from political interference, 
require transparent documentation of advice, and prevent suppression or alteration of 
research findings, ensuring that policies are guided by credible evidence rather than political 
convenience.

• India’s situation is distinctive. Despite strong scientific institutions and highly trained 
professionals, government scientists often have limited institutional authority relative to 
their expertise. 



• The creation of an Indian scientific services, or ISS, offers a constructive way forward. The 
ISS could function as a permanent, all-India scientific cadre working alongside existing civil 
services. 

• Scientists would be recruited through rigorous national-level selection and peer evaluation 
and placed within ministries and regulatory institutions as integral participants in decision-
making. 

• Separate scientific service rules would protect professional integrity, enable transparent 
recording of scientific assessments, and clarify the distinction between scientific advice and 
policy decisions. 

• The ISS is not intended to replace administrative systems, but to complement them. 
Administrators ensure coordination and execution; scientists contribute evidence, risk 
assessment, and long-term perspective.
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• Something remarkable has happened in the economic relationship between India 
and the United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

• When the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) was signed in 
2022, both sides had set a target of $100 billion in bilateral trade by 2030. 

• That milestone was reached five years ahead of schedule. In January this year, 
leaders set a new target of $200 billion by 2032. 

• Non-oil trade between the two countries grew nearly 20% last year to reach $65 
billion, demonstrating that this partnership has moved well beyond its energy 
origins. 

• UAE entities have invested over $22 billion into India since 2000, while Indian 
companies have invested more than $16 billion into the UAE. 



• Nearly five million Indian nationals live and work in the Emirates, forming its largest diaspora 
community and the human backbone of a corridor that now supports over 1,200 flights a week 
between the two countries — one of the busiest air routes on earth.

• Bharat Mart, currently under construction in the UAE, will serve as a wholesale hub for Indian goods 
targeting Africa, West Asia and Eurasia, aiming to help double India’s exports to these regions. 

• India and the UAE are also exploring joint digital infrastructure and capacity-building initiatives across 
Africa. The corridor is becoming a platform not just for bilateral exchange but also for global reach.

• Artificial intelligence (AI) is emerging as the next major frontier for this corridor. India this week hosts 
the AI Impact Summit in New Delhi (February 16-20, 2026) — the first global AI summit held in the 
Global South. It is a powerful statement of India’s growing role in shaping how this technology 
develops and is governed.
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• Global tech leaders Sundar Pichai and Sam Altman and leaders of about 20 
countries, including Brazil and France, are among those from about 100 countries 
expected to attend the Artificial Intelligence (AI) Impact Summit this week. 

• The event kicks off on Monday with Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurating the 
“India AI Impact Expo 2026”, which includes pavilions from 13 other countries.

• The event is being hosted from February 16 to 20 at the Bharat Mandapam complex 
in Delhi where the G-20 Summit was hosted first in 2023. 

• It marks the fourth AI Summit after summits in the U.K., South Korea, and France. 
Officials said it would be showcased as the first time the summit on the 
transformative effect and challenges from AI is hosted in a Global South country.



• The heads of 18 other countries are attending. They range from European countries such as 
Switzerland, Spain, Serbia, Slovakia, Croatia, Estonia, Netherlands, Finland and Greece, to Mauritius, 
Bhutan and Sri Lanka in the neighbourhood and Kazakhstan, two countries from South America 
(Bolivia and Guyana) and one from Africa (Seychelles), a list provided by the External Affairs Ministry 
said.

• Crown princes of Liechtenstein and the UAE will also attend as heads of their delegations as will some 
prominent former leaders such as former British Prime Ministers Tony Blair and Rishi Sunak. 
Ministerial delegations from over 45 countries would participate, officials said.

• UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, whose tenure ends this year, will also attend. Officials said 
that big tech leaders such as Google’s Sundar Pichai and Open AI CEO Sam Altman will “headline” 
sessions as will Demis Hassabis (CEO of DeepMind Technologies), Dario Amodei (Anthropic CEO) and 
Brad Smith (Microsoft president). NVIDIA CEO Jensen Huang, who was to be a key speaker, pulled out 
on Saturday “due to unforeseen circumstances”.



Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA)



• APEDA is a statutory export promotion authority established under the APEDA Act, 
1985 (Act 2 of 1986) to promote the export of agricultural and processed food 
products from India. It replaced the Processed Food Export Promotion Council 
(PFEPC).

Established In:

• Act passed: December 1985

• Came into effect: 13 February 1986

• Administrative Ministry: Functions under the Ministry of Commerce & Industry, 
Government of India.



Key Functions of APEDA:

• Export Promotion & Market Development: Provides financial assistance, market 
intelligence, and global branding support to boost agri-exports.

• Registration of Exporters (RCMC): Registers exporters of scheduled products and 
ensures compliance with export norms.

• Quality Standards & Certification: Fixes export standards and monitors quality, 
including inspection of meat and processed products.

• Packaging & Value Addition Support: Promotes improved packaging, labeling, and 
value-added processing to enhance global competitiveness.

• National Programme for Organic Production (NPOP): Acts as Secretariat for 
certification and regulation of organic exports.

• Data Collection & Trade Statistics: Collects and publishes export data to support 
policy formulation and trade planning.



Exercise Vayushakti-26



•  Exercise Vayushakti-26:

• A biennial firepower demonstration exercise by the Indian Air Force to display 
combat capability, precision strike ability, and multi-domain dominance.

Host & Location:

• Hosted by the Indian Air Force.
• Conducted at Pokhran Air-to-Ground Range, Jaisalmer (Rajasthan).
• Nation Involved: Solely conducted by the Indian Air Force (India).

• Participation of platforms: Rafale, Tejas, Su-30MKI, Mirage-2000, Jaguar, MiG-29, C-
130J, C-17, Apache, Chinook, LCH, RPAs.

• Advanced weapons: Akash, SpyDer, SRLM, CUAS.
• Demonstrates day, dusk & night strike missions.
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