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• A Bench of the National Green Tribunal (NGT) on Monday cleared the way for the ₹92,000-
crore Great Nicobar Island mega-infrastructure project, noting that “considering the 
strategic importance” of it and “other relevant considerations”, “we do not find any good 
ground to interfere”.

• It disposed of applications related to the environment clearance (EC) for the project, with a 
direction to authorities “to ensure full and strict compliance of EC conditions”.

• The project includes a transshipment port, an airport, a power plant, and a township.

• The Bench was hearing a batch of applications related to the EC, which was granted in 2022. 

• An earlier NGT Bench had in 2023 called for the formation of a high-powered committee 
(HPC) to address certain issues concerning the protection of coral reef colonies, nesting sites 
of leatherback turtles, and the allegation that parts of the project are located in ecologically 
protected zones.



• The GNI Project, conceived by NITI Aayog and launched in 2021, aims to build an 
International Container Transshipment Terminal (ICTT), a greenfield international airport, a 
township, and a gas–solar power plant.

• It is implemented by Andaman and Nicobar Islands Integrated Development Corporation 
(ANIIDCO). 

• It aligns with India’s Maritime Vision 2030 and is one of the key projects under the Amrit 
Kaal Vision 2047.

• Transshipment Hub: The ICTT reduces India’s reliance on foreign ports like Singapore and 
Colombo, integrating India into global supply chains.

• Greenfield Airport: Enhances civilian connectivity, tourism, and dual-use defence capability.
• Strategic Positioning Advantage: Nicobar’s location near the Malacca, Sunda, and Lombok 

Straits allows India to monitor vital sea lanes for global trade and energy supply.





• The Andaman and Nicobar Islands comprise 836 islands, divided by the Ten Degree 
Channel into the Andamans (north) and Nicobars (south). 

• Great Nicobar, the largest Nicobar island (910 sq km of rainforest). It hosts Indira 
Point, India’s southernmost tip, just 90 nautical miles from Sumatra (Indonesia).

• Great Nicobar has two national parks, a biosphere reserve, small populations of the 
Shompen and Nicobarese tribal peoples, and a few thousand non-tribal settlers.

• Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve was included in the list of Man and Biosphere 
(MAB) Program of UNESCO in 2013.





IUCN status: Vulnerable

• The largest of the seven species of sea turtles on the planet and also the most long-
ranging, Leatherbacks are found in all oceans except the Arctic and the Antarctic.

• Within the Indian Ocean, they nest only in Indonesia, Sri Lanka and the A&N Islands.

• They are also listed in Schedule I of India’s Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, according it 
the highest legal protection.

• The population in A&N Islands is among the most important colonies of the 
Leatherback globally.



Mains Question

Q. The Great Nicobar Island Development Project has been described as a 
transformative infrastructure initiative with strategic, economic and ecological 
implications.
Critically examine the project in the context of India’s maritime security, sustainable 
development, and environmental governance. (250 words, 15 marks)

प्रश्न: Great Nicobar Island विकास परियोजना को एक परिवर्तनकािी अवसिंचना पहल 
माना जा िहा है, जजसके सामरिक, आर्थतक र्था पारिजथथतर्क प्रभाव हैं।
भािर् की समदु्री सिुक्षा, सर्र् ववकास र्था पर्ातविणीर् शासन के सदंभत में इस 
परिर्ोजना का समालोचनात्मक पिीक्षण कीजजए। (250 शब्द, 15 अकं)
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• The Supreme Court on Monday agreed to refer to a Constitution Bench a series of 
petitions arguing that India’s new digital personal data law delivers a “body blow” to 
citizens’ right to a transparent and accountable government under the Right to 
Information (RTI) Act.

• Section 44(3) of the Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act of 2023 imposes a 
“blanket ban” on the RTI Act applicants, preventing them from seeking disclosure of 
‘personal information’, the petitioners said. They submitted that the provision 
cynically uses the right to privacy to cripple the citizens’ right to information.

• Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, heading a three-judge Bench, refused a plea to pass 
an interim order to stay the implementation of Section 44(3), though the top judge 
said that the petitions raised a “complex, slightly sensitive and really interesting” 
question of law.



• Ms. Grover argued that Section 44(3) introduced by the DPDP Act has accorded the government 
“unguided discretion to deny personal information, which is unconstitutional”. In fact, the 
fundamental right to privacy has been extended to the State.

• The petitioners argued that Section 44(3) has amended Section 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act.

• Originally, the RTI provision had exempted authorities from disclosing personal information to an 
applicant if the details sought had no relationship to any public activity or if disclosure would amount 
to unwarranted invasion of privacy. Even then, the government had to disclose if public interest 
outweighed privacy. The decision whether or not to reveal ‘personal information’ was taken by a 
Public Information Officer or the First Appellate Authority under the RTI Act after thoroughly 
weighing privacy and transparency concerns.

• “Section 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act had struck the right balance between the right to privacy and the right 
to information,” advocates Prashant Bhushan and Rahul Gupta, appearing for the National Campaign 
for People’s Right to Information, submitted.



Mains Question

Q. The tension between the Right to Information under the Right to Information Act, 
2005 and the Right to Privacy affirmed in the Justice K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India 
reflects the evolving nature of constitutional governance in India.
Discuss how transparency and privacy can be balanced in a democratic state. Suggest 
institutional safeguards to reconcile these competing rights. (250 words, 15 marks)

प्रश्न: सचूना का अधिकाि अधिननयम, 2005 के अरं्र्तर् पािदर्शतर्ा के अर्िकाि औि 
न्यायमनूत ि के.एस. पुट्टस्िामी बनाम भाित सघं में थथावपर् तनजर्ा के अर्िकाि के बीच 
उत्पन्न र्नाव भािर् में सवैंिातनक शासन के ववकर्सर् होरे् थवरूप को दशातर्ा है।
लोकर्ांत्रिक व्र्वथथा में पािदर्शतर्ा औि तनजर्ा के बीच सरं्ुलन कैसे थथावपर् ककर्ा जा 
सकर्ा है? प्रतर्थपिी अर्िकािों के सामजंथर् हेर्ु सथंथार्र् उपार् सझुाइए। (250 शब्द, 
15 अकं)
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• The Constitution of India, while federal in structure, was designed with a 
pronounced centralising bias. 

• Drawing heavily from the Government of India Act, 1935, it concentrated significant 
authority in New Delhi while assigning a comparatively modest sphere to the States. 

• Through successive constitutional amendments, expansive Union legislation in 
Concurrent List subjects, conditional Finance Commission transfers, and centrally 
sponsored schemes with rigid templates, the balance of power has tilted even 
further toward the Union. 

• In S.R. Bommai vs Union of India (1994), the Supreme Court of India declared 
federalism part of the Constitution’s Basic Structure and affirmed that States are not 
mere appendages of the Centre but are supreme within their allotted spheres.



Constitutional government means

(a) a representative government of a nation with federal structure

(b) a government whose Head enjoys nominal powers

(c) a government whose Head enjoys real powers

(d) a government limited by the terms of the Constitution



Which one of the following in Indian polity is an essential feature that indicates that it 
is federal in character?

(a) The independence of judiciary is safeguarded.

(b) The Union Legislature has elected representatives from constituent units.

(c) The Union Cabinet can have elected representatives from regional parties.

(d) The Fundamental Rights are enforceable by Courts of Law.



Mains Question

Q. Indian federalism has been described as ‘quasi-federal’ with a strong unitary bias, yet 
recent political and fiscal developments indicate a shift toward competitive and 
cooperative federalism.
Examine the evolving nature of Indian federalism in the light of constitutional provisions 
and contemporary Centre–State relations. (250 words, 15 marks)

प्रश्न: भािर्ीर् सघंवाद को प्रार्ः ‘अित-सघंीर्’ र्था एकात्मक झकुाव वाला माना र्र्ा है, 
ककन्र्ु हार्लर्ा िाजनीतर्क एवं ववत्तीर् परिवर्तनों से प्रतर्थपिी एवं सहकािी सघंवाद की 
प्रववृत्त भी उभिकि सामने आई है।
सवंैिातनक प्राविानों र्था समकालीन कें द्र–िाज्र् सबंंिों के सदंभत में भािर्ीर् सघंवाद की 
बदलर्ी प्रकृतर् का पिीक्षण कीजजए। (250 शब्द, 15 अकं
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• The government’s updated ‘Urban Challenge Fund’ has rendered the attention of urban local 
bodies (ULB) an even more precious resource as they struggle to complete unfinished work 
under other schemes, including AMRUT, Swachh Bharat Mission Urban 2.0, ‘Smart Cities’, 
and Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, which also suffer from chronic underutilisation. 

• The government has pitched the fund as a move towards “market-linked, reform-driven and 
outcome-oriented” urban infrastructure, with the Centre covering 25% of project cost if 
cities raise at least 50% through bonds, loans, and PPPs. 

• This is an attempt to incorporate fiscal discipline in a system that has never properly 
devolved fiscal powers to ULBs. 

• Many Indian cities cannot credibly borrow without first fixing the political economy of local 
taxes and transfers, which are shaped by State-level issues and under-investment in 
municipal capacity.



• Requiring cities to “earn” their growth risks sidelining weaker ones and shifting the 
focus from services such as formalising settlements to developing monetisable 
assets. 

• The ₹5,000 crore guarantee may ease borrowing for smaller cities, but proper 
accounting and administrative capacity are essential. 

• When a Parliamentary Standing Committee asked about the Fund’s eligibility criteria 
and application process, the Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry said that it was still 
“under examination”, a possible recipe for politically coloured spending.

• Across sectors, the Centre has, since 2014, increasingly reduced the share of public 
support while asking public systems to fill the gap using private finance. 



• Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) was launched on 
25th June 2015 in 500 selected cities across the country, covering around 60% of the 
urban population.

• The mission targets enhancing basic infrastructure and implementing urban reforms 
for selected cities, encompassing water supply, sewerage, drainage, green spaces, 
non-motorised transport, and capacity building.

• The scheme was launched on 1st October 2021, subsuming AMRUT 1.0 for the 
period of 5 years i.e. from the financial year (FY) 2021-22 to the FY 2025-26.

• Its objective are universal coverage of water supply from 500 cities to about 4,900 
statutory towns in the country and coverage of sewerage/septage management in 
500 cities covered in the first phase of the AMRUT scheme.
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• The international rules-based order “no longer exists”, Germany’s Chancellor 
Friedrich Merz said at the annual Munich Security Conference. 

• French President Emmanuel Macron called for greater European “military 
autonomy”, arguing that the continent must become a stronger pillar within NATO. 

• While these remarks reflected Europe’s growing anxiety over the U.S.’s receding 
security commitments, U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio promised a path of 
cooperation. 

• He advocated a stronger alliance rooted in shared history and Christian cultural 
linkages rather than shared strategic interests. 

• The speeches by European and American officials underscored both the strains in 
transatlantic ties and Europe’s mounting challenges.



• Today’s Europe faces a trifecta of challenges. First, the largest land conflict since the 
end of the Second World War has been raging on its eastern flank for four years. 
Europe’s principal response has been to arm Ukraine and hurt Russia through 
sanctions, but this has not produced decisive results on the battlefield. 

• Second, Europe has relied on the U.S. for its security since the Second World War, a 
dependence that deepened after the Cold War. This lopsided partnership is no 
longer sustainable as the U.S., where a new far-right movement seeks to recast 
transatlantic ties, appears increasingly less committed to European security. Mr. 
Trump’s remarks about taking control of Greenland risk undermining the alliance’s 
collective defence principle. 

• Third, resurgent far-right movements across Europe are challenging the idea of an 
inclusive European Union.



Page No. , GS 2



• India’s path to net-zero emissions by 2070 will depend heavily on how quickly it 
scales production and consumption of green steel, as steel remains one of India’s 
largest industrial sources of emissions. The materials we use to build our future must 
strengthen our progress, not undermine it.

• With this in mind, the Ministry of Steel constituted 14 task forces bringing together 
industry leaders and technical experts to systematically map the sector’s 
decarbonisation levers.

• Steel typically accounts for about 18% of large infrastructure projects, which form 
the bulk of public sector capex in India. 

• As a result, even a 30% premium on green steel, and exclusive use of green steel by 
public sector infrastructure, translates into an increase of roughly 5.5 % in overall 
project costs. 



• India possesses a window of opportunity: the technology exists, the green premium 
is manageable, and the market is ready. 

• A practical strategy is to launch focused pilots through centralised purchasers such as 
the Indian Railways. The procurement scale can create a living lab for green steel. 

• Now, the Ministries of Steel, Finance, and Environment must coordinate to link 
climate ambition with financial and procurement power.

• our Production Linked Incentives and green hydrogen missions must be aligned with 
procurement tenders. If the state is subsidising the production of green steel, it must 
also act as the anchor customer for that output. This alignment ensures that private 
incentives are harmonised with the public for good.
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