


Important Issues of the Day

• The new world disorder – Page No. 8, GS 2
• Package labelling – Page No. 8, GS 2
• India’s aviation – Page No. 8, GS 3
• Lower beedi taxes – Page No. 9, GS 2,3
• Loggerhead Turtles – Prelims
• Bharat-VISTAAR – Prelims



Loggerhead Turtles



• A long-term study published in Animals (2026) shows that loggerhead turtles are 
shrinking in size and producing fewer eggs due to warming oceans and declining 
marine productivity.

• The Loggerhead sea turtle is a large marine turtle known for its massive head and 
strong jaws. It is one of the most widely distributed sea turtles in temperate and 
subtropical oceans.

• Scientific Name: Caretta caretta

• Global Distribution – Found in the Atlantic, Pacific, and Indian Oceans, and the 
Mediterranean Sea.

• Nesting Beaches – Prefers sandy, high-energy, sloped beaches for egg-laying.
• Major Nesting Sites – Florida (USA), Oman, Cabo Verde, Japan, and Australia.



• IUCN Status: Vulnerable (IUCN Red List)

Key Characteristics:

• Physical Features:
• Large Head & Powerful Jaws – Crush hard-shelled prey like mollusks and 

crustaceans.
• Reddish-Brown Carapace – Slightly heart-shaped upper shell.
• Long Lifespan – Can live 70–80 years or more.

Reproductive Traits:
• Delayed Maturity – Females mature around 30–35 years of age.
• Temperature-Dependent Sex Determination – Warmer sand produces more females.



Bharat-VISTAAR



• The Union Agriculture Minister launched Bharat-VISTAAR, an AI-powered 
multilingual advisory platform announced in the Union Budget 2026-27.

• Bharat-VISTAAR is an AI-driven multilingual Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) 
platform for agriculture.

• It provides farmers with personalised, real-time information through voice, chat, and 
mobile access.

• It functions as a single digital gateway for agricultural schemes, advisories, markets, 
and grievance redressal.

• Organisations Involved: Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare is implementing 
authority.



Aim:

• Provide customised AI-based advisory to farmers: Delivers crop, weather, and 
market advice tailored to individual farm profiles using AI.

• Improve access to scheme eligibility and benefit tracking: Enables farmers to check 
eligibility, application status, and benefits in one place.

Key Features:
• Multilingual & Voice-Based Access
• Available initially in Hindi and English: Ensures wider early adoption among major 

language groups.
• Expansion to 11 languages in phases: Promotes inclusivity across diverse regional 

farmers.
• Toll-free helpline 155261 with AI assistant “Bharati”: Allows farmers to receive 

advice through simple voice calls.
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• Analysts often perceive U.S. President Donald Trump’s foreign policy posture as one 
that treats international rules much as Italian drivers treat red traffic lights, less as 
binding commitments and more as optional tools — useful when they serve your 
interests, dispensable when they do not. 

• But the open embrace of a “might is right” sensibility marks a shift from hypocrisy 
(which at least paid tribute to norms even while betraying them) to indifference 
(which does not give a damn about norms). 

• When a major power signals that sovereignty is negotiable, others take note.

• This erosion is compounded by the retreat from multilateralism.



• The Trump administration’s declared withdrawal from dozens of international organisations and 
agreements — ranging from UNESCO to WHO to environmental and arms-control frameworks — 
signals a deeper scepticism about the very idea of shared governance. 

• When the world’s most powerful state steps back from collective action, the vacuum does not remain 
empty. 

• Others — most notably China — step in, shaping institutions, norms and standards in ways that 
reflect their own preferences. The result is not simply a shift in influence but a fragmentation of 
global governance itself.

• And yet the question is not whether the old order survives intact; it has already been hollowed out, 
its norms and institutions subverted. 

• The question is what replaces it: a Sino-centric architecture, a world of competing blocs, a patchwork 
of issue-based coalitions, or a return to unmediated anarchy?



Mains Question

“The emerging Sino-centric global order challenges the post-1945 liberal international 
system.” Critically examine.

“उभरती हुई चीन-केन्द्रित वैन्द्ववक व्यवस्था (Sino-centric global order) 1945 के बाद 
स्थापित उदार अतंरराष्ट्रीय व्यवस्था को चुनौती देती है।” समालोचनात्मक िरीक्षण 
कीन्द्िए।
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• In a further instalment of its continuing engagement with regulating processed food 
products, the Supreme Court of India has, once again, staked out for the right of 
citizens to health. 

• In a recent judgment, a Bench directed the Food Safety and Standards Authority of 
India (FSSAI) to consider introducing mandatory front-of-package warning labels on 
packaged food products high in sugar, salt and saturated fat. 

• Justices J.B. Pardiwala and K.V. Viswanathan directed the FSSAI to file its response to 
the proposal within four weeks. 

• There is adequate evidence available to associate these sugar, salt and saturated fat 
additives in processed foods with non-communicable diseases, including diabetes, 
hypertension, and cardiovascular diseases, all of which are inching up their way up 
to epidemic proportions in India.



• Earlier, in 2025, the Court had directed an expert committee under the FSSAI to submit its 
recommendations on the amendments required to be made to the Food Safety and Standards 
(Labelling and Display) Regulations, 2020, to implement front-of-package labelling. 

• The Court’s persistent intervention on the issue of front-of-package labelling should lean on the 
massive ultra-processed food industry to implement these universally endorsed safeguards, to inform 
consumers of the content and additives in the packaged food, to guide choices, ultimately. 

• Non-communicable diseases have already swept through vast swathes of the population in the 
country: the 2023 ICMR-INDIAB study found that 101 million people in India (11.4% of the 
population) have diabetes, with an additional 136 million suffering from prediabetes. 

• Other concomitant factors including hypertension (35.5% national average), abdominal obesity 
(39.5%) and high cholesterol (24%) were also estimated to be high. 

• Introducing front-of-package labelling is an essential part of establishing a continuum of care that 
begins with prevention.



• Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) is an autonomous statutory 
body established under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 (FSS Act).

• Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India is the administrative 
Ministry of FSSAI.

• Headquarters: Delhi.

• Framing of regulations to lay down the standards and guidelines of food safety.

• Granting FSSAI food safety license and certification for food businesses.
• Laying down procedure and guidelines for laboratories in food businesses.
• To provide suggestions to the government in framing the policies.
• To collect data regarding contaminants in foods products, identification of emerging 

risks and introduction of rapid alert system.



Mains Question

Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) have emerged as the leading cause of mortality in 
India. Examine the socio-economic determinants of NCDs and evaluate the effectiveness 
of government interventions.

असंक्रामक रोग (Non-Communicable Diseases) भारत में मतृ्यु के प्रमखु कारण के रूि में 
उभरे हैं। इनके सामान्द्िक-आर्थिक ननर्ािरकों का िरीक्षण कीन्द्िए तथा सरकारी हस्तक्षेिों 
की प्रभावशीलता का मलूयांकन कीन्द्िए।
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• IndiGo, India’s largest airline, faced an operational crisis in December 2025, leading 
to a surge in fares across the country. This episode underscored a broader issue: 
India is becoming the world’s third-largest aviation market without building the data 
systems required to oversee it.

• In this case, regulators quickly stepped in to protect consumer interests. The 
Ministry of Civil Aviation imposed temporary price caps on domestic flights and the 
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), prompted by the Competition 
Commission of India, requested average fare data from IndiGo, Air India, SpiceJet 
and Akasa between December 1-15, 2025, to investigate potential abuse of market 
dominance.

• While this reactive approach protects air passengers in the short term, it highlights a 
larger regulatory gap.



• These events are an opportunity to shift the DGCA’s role from crisis response to 
steady oversight by learning from examples of the more mature airline market in the 
United States. Specifically, the way the U.S. Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS) 
collects and publishes airline data.

• The BTS maintains the Airline Origin and Destination survey, more commonly known 
as the DB1B database. Unlike the DGCA, which primarily tracks passenger volumes 
and freight traffic, the DB1B database publishes ticket-level data, including fares, for 
a 10% random sample of all domestic tickets sold each quarter since 1995.

• For India, adopting a similar 10% sampling framework would signal a new era of 
transparency, expanding the DGCA’s role from tracking volumes to monitoring 
market behaviour. Much like a speed camera on a highway, the objective is not 
necessarily to issue penalties, but to encourage long-term compliance and maintain 
market hygiene.



• The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) is a specialized UN agency 
established by the Chicago Convention in 1944 to regulate global civil aviation.  

• It sets international standards and procedures for the safe, secure, efficient, and 
environmentally sustainable development of air transport. 

• Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA):

• The DGCA is India’s statutory civil aviation regulator responsible for ensuring 
aviation safety, airworthiness, and compliance with global standards.

• Originally created in 1927 (as a government organization)
• Became a statutory body in 2020 under the Aircraft (Amendment) Act.

• Functions under the Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA).
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• If increasing cigarette taxes is a public health measure to discourage smoking, then 
lowering beedi taxes to ‘protect’ rural workers ignores the long-term cost to their 
lives. 

• While most tobacco products are taxed at the highest Goods and Services Tax (GST) 
slab of 40%, beedis are taxed at just 18%, making them significantly cheaper than 
cigarettes and other forms of tobacco. The latest tax rates became effective this 
month.

• Several government reports affirm that beedis are no less lethal than cigarettes. 

• In fact, studies quoted in reports suggest that cancer incidence is often higher 
among beedi smokers. Given that cancer treatment costs three times more than 
other ailments — even in public hospitals — capping beedi taxes is a short-sighted 
subsidy.



• A critical distinction between beedi and cigarette consumption lies in demographics. 
Data suggest that there is a substantial overlap between the labour force that rolls 
beedis and the primary consumer base. 

• While cigarette smokers lack a defining demographic profile, beedi consumption is 
confined to a much more specific socio-economic segment.

• Data from the National Family Health Survey show that beedi smoking is most 
pronounced among older rural men from the poorest 20% of the population. 

• So, keeping beedi taxes low may enable workers to save a few coins in their youth, 
only for those savings to be eroded by the exorbitant cost of healthcare in later 
years.



• Tobacco use in India is overwhelmingly concentrated among men. As of 2019-21, 
about 13.3% of men smoked cigarettes, while 7.8% smoked beedis. 

• Among women, smoking rates were around 0.1% or lower. Beedi smoking was 
almost twice as prevalent in rural areas (8.3%) compared to urban areas (4.5%) 
among men

• The economic disparity in tobacco choice is stark: while wealth has little impact on 
cigarette consumption, it is the primary driver of beedi use. 

• Among India’s poorest households, the share of beedi and cigarette smokers is 
nearly identical (around 14-15%). However, as household wealth increases, beedi 
consumption plummets. In the richest households, while cigarette use remains 
steady at 11.5%, beedi consumption drops to just 2.1% 
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