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U.S. ‘allows’ India to buy
Russian oil for 30 days

Analysts say the move can help India mitigate price and supply shocks; however, Russian oil may
no longer come at a discount, with China also competing for supplies, say government sources

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

he U.S. Treasury
T Department on Fri-
day issued an order

that would “allow” India to
import Russian oil for 30
days, U.S. Treasury Secre-
tary Scott Bessent said
while sharing the order on
X.

Analysts say this will
help mitigate the spike in
the price of oil and delays
in oil shipments to import-
dependent India.

However, government
sources confirmed that
Russian oil may no longer
come at a discount and
that China was also com-
peting for it. The govern-
ment is currently studying
the legal order, they
added.

Mr. Bessent said the U.S.
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was granting India this re-
prieve to “alleviate pres-
sure caused by Iran’s at-
tempt to take global energy
hostage™.

“This deliberately short-
term measure will not pro-
vide significant financial

benefit to the Russian go-
vernment as it only author-
ises transactions involving
oil already stranded at
sea,” Mr. Bessent said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

Cong. slams govt.
over U.S. remark

NEW DELHI

Criticising the Centre over U.5.
remarks, Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge alleged that
India’s strategic autonomy and
national sovereignty are under
threat “because PM is getting
blackmailed on Epstein files
and Adani case”. » PAGE 14

Use cooking fuel
Judiciously: govt.

CHENNAI

With restrictions placed on LPG
supplies, the public has been
advised to use the fuel
judiciously. Sources said
commercial consumers using
19 kg cylinders were told

they will not be given

supplies. » PAGE 15




The U.S. Treasury Department on Friday issued an order that would “allow” India to

import Russian oil for 30 days, U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said while
sharing the order on X.

e Analysts say this will help mitigate the spike in the price of oil and delays in oil
shipments to import-dependent India.

eHowever, government sources confirmed that Russian oil may no longer come at a

discount and that China was also competing for it. The government is currently
studying the legal order, they added.

eMr. Bessent said the U.S. was granting India this reprieve to “alleviate pressure
caused by Iran’s attempt to take global energy hostage”.
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Mains Question
India remains one of the largest importers of crude oil in the world. Examine the
challenges posed by India’s high dependence on oil imports and discuss the measures

required to ensure long-term energy security.
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Karnataka, A.P. set to ban social media use by minors

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Karnataka and Andhra Pra-
desh are set to ban social
media for children to pre-
vent the adverse effects of
increasing mobile phone
use.

Karnataka Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah made an
announcement in this re-
gard on Friday, during the
presentation of the State
Budget. He did not spell
out a road map for the im-
plementation of the ban.

While Karnataka said it
proposes to ban social me-
dia for children under 16,
Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister N. Chandrababu Nai-
du said the government
would impose the restric-
tion on children below 13.

90-day window

Speaking in the Assembly,
Mr. Naidu said the ban is
likely to be in place within
the next 90 days. He added
that the government is also
examining possible regula-
tions for children in the 13-

A.P. govt. said social media will be prohibited for children below 13
years, the Karnataka govt.’s ban will apply for those under 16. pTI

16 age group.

It was during a recent
meeting with the Vice-
Chancellors of State public
universities chaired by the
Governor, that Mr. Siddara-
maiah had proposed a mo-
bile ban for schoolchildren
and sought opinion from
all stakeholders.

There has been a public
debate on this issue since,
and experts are divided on
the impact and feasibility
of a blanket ban.

A similar ban on social
media for children below
the age of 16 was made into

a law in Australia in De-
cember 2025.

The law forces social
media platforms to restrict
access to children below 16
years of age and violations
can attract very high penal-
ties up to $32 million for se-
rious and  repeated
violations.

Reacting to Karnataka’s
proposal, A.P. Minister for
IT and Education Nara Lo-
kesh stated in an X post:
“Imitation is the sincerest
form of flattery” and said
he was pleased to see Kar-
nataka considering restric-

tions on social media for
young users.

He noted that Andhra
Pradesh had earlier pro-
posed similar measures
aimed at protecting young
minds from the darker side
of the digital world, and
wished the Karnataka go-
vernment success in imple-
menting the idea.

Responding to queries
on how the ban will be reg-
ulated in schools, colleges
or at home, Mr. Siddara-
maiah said, “We will for-
mulate a programme for
that. Once the programme
is finalised, we will inform
you.” In January, State Mi-
nister for Electronics, IT/
BT Priyank Kharge had in-
formed the Assembly that
the government was hold-
ing consultations regarding
the measures.

The move aimed at pre-
venting adverse effects on
children drew encourage-
ment as well as scepticism.

‘Blanket ban not ideal’
Dr. Rakshay Shetty, Clinical
Director, Pediatric Services

Head, Pediatric Intensive
Care Services, Rainbow
Children’s Hospital, said
that while there are a lot of
disadvantages of excessive
use of mobile devices by
children, considering their
ill effects on children’s psy-
chology, at the same time,
they provide a lot of practi-
cal utility for parents,
teachers and children.

“We need to look at a ba-
lanced solution because a
blanket ban can be coun-
terproductive — imple-
menting it is not practical,
and it might remain a pap-
er tiger — a rule but no one
follows it. Instead, giving
guidelines on how to use
mobile devices and limit
excessive use would be
more practical,” he said.

BJP Rajya Sabha mem-
ber from Karnataka Lahar
Singh Siroya welcomed the
move on X, stating that he
had raised this issue via a
special mention  in
Parliament.

SEE ALSO
» PAGE 12




eKarnataka and Andhra Pradesh are set to ban social media for children to prevent
the adverse effects of increasing mobile phone use.

eKarnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah made an announcement in this regard on

Friday, during the presentation of the State Budget. He did not spell out a road map
for the implementation of the ban.

eWhile Karnataka said it proposes to ban social media for children under 16, Andhra

Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu said the government would impose
the restriction on children below 13.

eSpeaking in the Assembly, Mr. Naidu said the ban is likely to be in place within the

next 90 days. He added that the government is also examining possible regulations
for children in the 13-16 age group.




There has been a public debate on this issue since, and experts are divided on the impact and
feasibility of a blanket ban.

A similar ban on social media for children below the age of 16 was made into a law in Australia in
December 2025.

The law forces social media platforms to restrict access to children below 16 years of age and
violations can attract very high penalties up to $32 million for serious and repeated violations.

Butthese may runintoa well-recognised barrier as regulating the internet is the exclusive domain of
the Union government.

“India’s digital and intermediary framework has largely been structured through Central law,
including the IT Act and the IT Rules,” Garima Saxena, an analyst at the think tank The Dialogue,
which works with tech firms.




Mains Question

While social media provides opportunities for expression and connectivity, its excessive
use among youth may lead to addiction, cyberbullying, and declining attention spans.
Critically examine.
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LS to debate resolution
on removal of Om Birla
as Speaker on Monday

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

With the Lok Sabha to de-
bate an Opposition-spon-
sored resolution seeking
Speaker Om Birla’s remo-
val from office, both the
Congress and the BJP have
issued whips directing
their members to be pre-
sent in the House from
March 9 to 11 during the se-
cond part of the Budget
Session, which commenc-
es on Monday. The resolu-
tion has been listed in the
agenda for Lok Sabha on
Monday. Rules permit Mr.

Birla to sit in the House. He
can vote on the motion
too, except if there is a tie.
Sources said that BJP MP
Jagdambika Pal, who is the
most senior among the pa-
nel of chairpersons, is
most likely to chair the
session.

A total of 118 Lok Sabha
MPs signed the resolution.
The Trinamool Congress
was the only major Opposi-
tion party not to sign, say-
ing that the Opposition
should have escalated the
issue step-by-step, allowing
Mr. Birla a chance to de-
fend himself.




Article 94 of the Constitution specifies the circumstances in which the Speaker or
Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha vacates office.

Under Article 94(a), they automatically cease to hold office if they stop being a
member of the Lok Sabha.

Article 94(b) allows them to resign at any time by submitting a written resignation.

Under Article 94(c), they may be removed by a resolution passed by a Majority of all

the then members of the House.
This provision applies exclusively to the Lok Sabha and not the Rajya Sabha.




Procedural Requirements: The specific steps are governed by Rules 200-203 of the
Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha.

14-Day Notice: A resolution for removal can only be moved after giving at least 14
days' notice.

The notice must be given in writing to the Secretary-General of the Lok Sabha,
signed by at least one member.

Admission of Motion: The motion is entered in the List of Business if it is in order.
The Presiding Officer reads the notice to the House, for the motion to be admitted
for discussion, at least 50 members must rise in support of it in the House.

If fewer than 50 members rise, the motion fails to get the "leave of the House" and
is dropped.

Strict Guidelines for the Motion: The charges in the resolution must be specific,
clearly expressed, and precise.




Passing the Resolution: For the removal to be successful, the resolution must be passed by a

majority ofallthethenmembersoftheHouse.ThisistechnicallyknownasanEffective
Majority.

Outcome: If the resolution is passed by the Effective Majority, the Speaker is removed from

officeimmediately.

Notably, the Speaker does not vacate his office upon the dissolution of the Lok Sabha. The
Speaker continues until immediately before the first meeting of the newly elected Lok
Sabha.

However, in the case of removal by resolution, the vacation is immediate.

Speaker’s Role During Proceedings: The Speaker cannot preside over the House while a
resolution for their removal is under consideration (Article 96).

The Speaker has the right to speak and take part in the proceedings. They can vote in the
first instance (as an ordinary member) but cannot exercise a casting vote in the case of an
equality of votes (tie).




Mains Question
The Speaker of the Lok Sabha is expected to act as a neutral and impartial authority.
However, questions are often raised regarding the neutrality of the office. Critically

examine.
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The second part of a selection of articles on the Editorial and Opinion pages, curated for International Women'’s Day on March 8

Rights, justice, action for India’s women farmers

n March 8, 2026, women and girls
around the world will demand equal
rights, and equal justice to enforce,
exercise, and enjoy them, to mark
International Women's Day. The theme aligns
closely with 2026 also being observed as the
International Year of the Woman Farmer.

Legal reforms, including equal inheritance
rights for daughters, have not translated into
matching gains on the ground. In most rural
households, land and property remain registered
in men’s names. Social norms, patrilineal
inheritance practices, limited legal awareness and
administrative hurdles keep women’s names off
land records. The woman who manages daily
farm operations and negotiates with input dealers
and labourers often does so without the legal
standing that a land title would confer.

Without titles or formal recognition as farmers,
women face systemic barriers to accessing
institutional credit, crop insurance, irrigation
schemes, agricultural extension services,
climate-resilient technologies and many flagship
programmes that hinge on documentation. When
eligibility is linked to assets they do not own,
exclusion is built into the design.

Given that women's access to and control over
cultivable land remains abysmally low due to a
combination of social, legal and cultural factors,
their labour and centributions remain invisible
and undervalued. This disparity between the
substantial contributions by women to agri-food
systems and their lack of formal recognition as
“farmers” underscores a structural disconnect at
the core of their systemic exclusion.

Feminisation of agriculture without security
As migration by men accelerates, agriculture is
increasingly being “feminised”: women take on
greater responsibility for cultivation, risk
management and household food provisioning.
While, in theory, the expanded role of women in
agriculture could improve women’s nutritional
outcomes, in practice, heavy agricultural
workloads, poor access to drudgery-reduction
technologies, and the absence of a supportive
care ecosystem place immense pressure on them
to balance both productive and reproductive
responsibilities.

Studies show that resource-poor women who
experience huge work burdens, especially during
peak agricultural seasons, experience severe
health issues and micronutrient deficiency. India
still carries an unacceptably high burden of
malnutrition among women and girls.
Persistently high anaemia rates among women of
reproductive age, combined with widespread
micronutrient deficiencies, amount to a silent
eMergency.

These nutritional deficits in women have
intergenerational consequences. Maternal
undernutrition and anaemia contribute to low
birth weight, stunting and impaired development

2
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Elisabeth Faure
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the World Food
Programme in India
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can drive
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in children. Diets in many rural households
remain cereal-heavy and low in pulses, fruits,
vegetables and animal-source foods. The paradox
is stark: women who help feed the nation are
unable to secure a diverse, nutritious diet for
themselves and their children.

Over the last decade, India has put in place an
ambitious right-to-food framework, anchored in
the National Food Security Act. The law
guarantees subsidised cereals, supplementary
nutrition for pregnant and lactating women and
young children, and maternity entitlements.
Several States have added local foods, millets and
fortified staples to their diets. Yet, improvements
in women’s nutrition have been uneven, and
anaemia trends are deeply worrving.

Entitlements halt at the threshold

Progress toward bridging the gap between law
and lived reality requires gender-transformative
approaches. The status of women in agri-food
systems depends on addressing systemic
inequalities.

Secure land rights, access to inputs,
labour-saving technologies, credit, resources,
extension services and decision-making empower

nfluence agricultural
practices, enhance diets and food
security, and strengthen their agency.
Improving women's agricultural
entitlements promotes equity, health,
and nutrition.

Prof. M.5. Swaminathan emphasised
women’s control over conservation,

cultivation, consumption, and INTERMATIONAL  services to strengthen their agency and

agricultural labourers, sharecroppers, tribal and
forest gatherers, and those involved in related
agricultural work. Second, women's rights to land
and to productive resources such as water and
credit must be strengthened. This requires
accelerating the implementation of equal
inheritance provisions, promoting joint spousal
titles, providing incentives to register land and
housing in women's names, ensuring
gender-sensitive revenue registration processes,
and strengthening their role in the management
of commeon lands and water resources.
Embedding land and asset questions within
women's collectives — can enhance collective
bargaining power.

Keeping nutritional objectives in focus
Third, it is essential to ensure that food systems
and safety nets are closely aligned with
nutritional objectives. Public procurement
policies and agricultural support measures
should promote the cultivation of nutri-cereals,
pulses, fruits, and vegetables by small-scale and
women farmers, and effectively distribute these
products through public distribution channels,
Anganwadis, and school meal programmes.
Community-driven approaches such as
kitchen gardens, women's seed banks,
and localised food planning, can
significantly enhance women's roles in
transforming dietary patterns and
production practices.
Fourth, women farmers must have
access to technologies and extension

commercialisation in agri-food chains. WOMEN’S DAY decision-making. Labour-saving tools

However, programme designs often

remain piecemeal: food transfers through Public
Distribution Systems are cereal-centric, with
uneven integration of pulses, millets, and
nutrient-dense foods. Frontline workers,
overburdened, impact programme quality and
community literacy. Digitalisation offers benefits
but can exclude those with poor connectivity,
documentation or digital skills. The result is a
limited right to feod. Many women, especially
women farmers, cannot fully claim, control, or
benefit from them.

From the vantage points of the M.S.
Swaminathan Research Foundation (MSSRF) and
the World Food Programme (WFP) in India, four
priorities merit urgent attention if the 2026
theme is to have substantive content.

First, the visibility of women farmers in law,
data, and policy. This can be achieved only if
granular, gender-disaggregated data are collected
and made available. All agricultural policies and
schemes must draw on the definition of a farmer
set out in the National Policy for Farmers, which
delinks a farmer's identity from land ownership
and emphasises the activities they perform. This
acknowledges the contributions of women
landowners, landless cultivators, tenants,

ease drudgery, reduce time poverty,
and protect women'’s health. Equitable access to
extension services ensures that women receive
timely information, training and market insights
tailored to their needs. When equipped with
knowledge and appropriate technologies, women
can make informed choices about crop selection,
sustainable farming practices, and resource
management, enhancing productivity, resilience,
and household nutrition outcomes.

The MSSRF's experience shows that when
women gain knowledge, rights and institutional
backing, they become the drivers of
climate-resilient, biodiversity-rich and
nutrition-sensitive agriculture. The WFP's work in
India and globally demonstrates that placing
women at the centre of food security and social
protection programmes improves outcomes not
only for them but also for entire communities.

On this International Women's Day, the call for
“Rights. Justice. Action. For All women and girls”
should go beyond mere symbolism. Recognising
women as farmers, ensuring their rights to land
and productive resources, and allowing them to
claim their right to food and nutrition are crucial
steps toward creating a more equitable, resilient,
and nourished India.




On March 8, 2026, women and girls around the world will demand equal rights, and
equal justice to enforce, exercise, and enjoy them, to mark International Women’s
Day. The theme aligns closely with 2026 also being observed as the International
Year of the Woman Farmer.

Legal reforms, including equal inheritance rights for daughters, have not translated

into matching gains on the ground. In most rural households, land and property

remain registered in men’s names.

Social norms, patrilineal inheritance practices, limited legal awareness and

administrative hurdles keep women’s names off land records.

The woman who manages daily farm operations and negotiates with input dealers
and labourers often does so without the legal standing that a land title would confer.




eWithout titles or formal recognition as farmers, women face systemic barriers to

accessing institutional credit, crop insurance, irrigation schemes, agricultural
extension services, climate-resilient technologies and many flagship programmes
that hinge on documentation. When eligibility is linked to assets they do not own,
exclusion is built into the design.

eGiven that women’s access to and control over cultivable land remains abysmally
low due to a combination of social, legal and cultural factors, their labour and
contributions remain invisible and undervalued.

This disparity between the substantial contributions by women to agri-food systems
and their lack of formal recognition as “farmers” underscores a structural disconnect

at the core of their systemic exclusion.




As migration by men accelerates, agriculture is increasingly being “feminised”: women take
on greater responsibility for cultivation, risk management and household food provisioning.
India still carries an unacceptably high burden of malnutrition among women and girls.
Persistently high anaemia rates among women of reproductive age, combined with
widespread micronutrient deficiencies, amount to a silent emergency.

These nutritional deficits in women have intergenerational consequences. Maternal
undernutrition and anaemia contribute to low birth weight, stunting and impaired
development in children.

Dietsinmanyruralhouseholdsremaincereal-heavyandlowinpulses,fruits,vegetablesand
animal-source foods. The paradox is stark: women who help feed the nation are unable to
secure a diverse, nutritious diet for themselves and their children.




First, the visibility of women farmers in law, data, and policy.

Second, women’s rights to land and to productive resources such as water and credit must be
strengthened.

Third, it is essential to ensure that food systems and safety nets are closely aligned with nutritional

objectives.

Fourth, women farmers must have access to technologies and extension services to strengthen their
agency and decision-making.

On this International Women’s Day, the call for “Rights. Justice. Action. For All women and girls”

should go beyond mere symbolism. Recognising women as farmers, ensuring their rights to land and
productive resources, and allowing them to claim their right to food and nutrition are crucial steps
toward creating a more equitable, resilient, and nourished India.




Mains Question

Women play a crucial role in India’s agricultural sector, yet their contributions often
remain under-recognized. Discuss the role of women farmers in Indian agriculture and
the challenges they face.
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Balancing innovation with women’s digital safety

he conversation around artificial
T intelligence (Al) has taken centre stage,

and after the India Al Impact Summit
2026, in February, India’s engagement with Al
has heightened. While there is enough to
appreciate how the world has transformed in
terms of technology and innovation, on the
occasion of International Women’s Day 2026
(March 8), the need is to focus on “ethical AI” and
women'’s digital safety.

With a steady rise in accessible Internet,
women are continuously bearing the brunt of
digital threats and humiliation. About 16%-58% of
women have faced online harassment and abuse,
a number that could rise further. Even as one in
three women face physical or sexual violence,
abuse against women has now crossed physical
boundaries and geographies.

In the physical world, women can take a
“degree of precaution”, though never foolproof,
to protect themselves. But in the digital world,
protecting oneself from harm, doxxing and abuse
is significantly difficult. This is driven by
technology’s deep integration into daily life and
the anonymity that the digital world affords the
perpetrators of abuse.

This is the deepfake era
The rise of deepfakes and the recent Grok Al
issue are a case in point. Deepfakes are digitally
altered images, audio, or videos created using Al
that appear as though someone has said or done
something they never actually did. Grok Al an Al
chatbot developed by xAl, is being used to
generate non-consensual sexualised images of
women.

In India, women endure deep inequalities and
widespread violence. With the use of Al and

Prachi Dutta

is a corporate lawyer
licensed in New York
and India, advises
companies and funds,
and serves as an
Adjunct Professor at
Jindal Global Law
School and Shiv
Nadar University

Ensuring the
digital safety

of women must
guide Al
development
and its

ethical use

access to deepfake technologies, the traditional
and societal restraints of unacceptable behaviour
melt away due to online anonymity. While one is
not denouncing the use of Al and technology, the
dialogue around the ethical use of Al is
paramount now more than ever.

No women developers
One of the major concerns about Al and a lack of
women’s digital safety is the lack of
representation of women at the stage of designing
Al tools. According to a report by UN Women,
many deepfake tools — mostly built by men -
rarely work on images of men. According to the
United Nations Development Programme,
women make up only 22% of Al
professionals and below 14% work at
senior levels.

This lack of women'’s representation
at the stage of Al development leads to
fewer diverse viewpoints shaping
innovation. Research suggests that with
more women and diversity in Al
development teams, the overall
effectiveness and applicability of Al
increases. It has been proposed by UN Women
that if there are more women researchers in Al,
then the unique lived experiences of women can
“profoundly shape the theoretical foundations of
technology” and open new applications of the
technology”. When this is achieved and diverse
expertise is integrated in Al development, the
hope is that Al supports and weaves in women as
equal stakeholders in the digital world. This
should help in creating safer online spaces and
technologies, including swiftly removing harmful
content and responding effectively to abuse at the
source.

INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN’S DAY

Stronger laws to ensure prompt investigations
into the unethical use of Al are key to ethical Al
use. While Indian legislation attempts to do its bit
to address online abuse, implementation is far
from prompt.

The new notification introduced by the
Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology directs that online intermediaries
must take down reports of deepfakes within three
hours of receiving a takedown notice.
Notwithstanding the criticism of the new
guidelines and the strong review process, the
hope is that these guidelines are a step towards
strengthening legislation to protect women from
irreparable harm caused by unethical Al-like

deepfakes.

Start young

A third way to address the unethical
use of Al is to address the issue at the
ground level. As one in three Internet
users are children, one must accept
that they are “digital natives” who are
dependent on the web. Therefore, the
emphasis on digital safety being taught
at an elementary level to children is more crucial
than ever. Children and young adults must be
sensitised to the issue of digital abuse and Al
misuse as seriously as the issue of sexual and
physical abuse.

Resisting technological change, especially to
Al is futile and is not a sustainable solution as its
integration into daily life is inevitable. However,
on the occasion of International Women'’s Day
2026, prioritising women'’s digital safety and
ethical Al use is essential so that women are not
left bearing the brunt of advancement and
technology.




* The conversation around artificial intelligence (Al) has taken centre stage, and after
the India Al Impact Summit 2026, in February, India’s engagement with Al has
heightened.

eWhile there is enough to appreciate how the world has transformed in terms of
technology and innovation, on the occasion of International Women’s Day 2026
(March 8), the need is to focus on “ethical Al” and women’s digital safety.

e Withasteadyriseinaccessiblelnternet, womenarecontinuously bearing thebrunt

of digital threats and humiliation.

About 16%-58% of women have faced online harassment and abuse, a number that
e could rise further. Even as one in three women face physical or sexual violence,

abuse against women has now crossed physical boundaries and geographies.




The rise of deepfakes and the recent Grok Al issue are a case in point. Deepfakes are
digitally altered images, audio, or videos created using Al that appear as though
someone has said or done something they never actually did. Grok Al, an Al chatbot
developed by xAl, is being used to generate non-consensual sexualised images of
women.

No women developers

AccordingtoareportbyUNWomen,manydeepfaketools—mostlybuiltbymen—
rarely work on images of men.

According to the United Nations Development Programme, women make up only

22% of Al professionals and below 14% work at senior levels.
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Values are not what humanity is, but what humanity ought to be
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Best for an individual is not necessarily best for the society
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Courage to accept and dedication to improve are two keys to success










