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•The U.S. Treasury Department on Friday issued an order that would “allow” India to 
import Russian oil for 30 days, U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said while
sharing the order on X.

•Analysts say this will help mitigate the spike in the price of oil and delays in oil 
shipments to import-dependent India.

•However, government sources confirmed that Russian oil may no longer come at a 
discount and that China was also competing for it. The government is currently
studying the legal order, they added.

•Mr. Bessent said the U.S. was granting India this reprieve to “alleviate pressure 
caused by Iran’s attempt to take global energy hostage”.





Mains Question
India remains one of the largest importers of crude oil in the world. Examine the
challenges posed by India’s high dependence on oil imports and discuss the measures
required to ensure long-term energy security.
भारत विश्ि केे सबसेे बडे ◌ेकच्चेे तेल आयातक� म� सेे एक हैै। तेल आयात पर भारतक�
उच्च निभरभता सेे उत्पन्ि �चुौनतय� का परीक्षण क��जए तथा द�क� भाललक �ऊा भसुरुक्षा
सुनुिजश्चत करिेे केे  ललए �आश्यक उपाय� पर चचा भक��जए।



Page No.1 , GS 2,4



•Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh are set to ban social media for children to prevent 
the adverse effects of increasing mobile phone use.

•Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah made an announcement in this regard on 
Friday, during the presentation of the State Budget. He did not spell out a road map
for the implementation of the ban.

•While Karnataka said it proposes to ban social media for children under 16, Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu said the government would impose
the restriction on children below 13.

•Speaking in the Assembly, Mr. Naidu said the ban is likely to be in place within the 
next 90 days. He added that the government is also examining possible regulations
for children in the 13-16 age group.



•

 
the Union government.
“India’s digital and intermediary framework has largely been structured through Central law,
including the IT Act and the IT Rules,” Garima Saxena, an analyst at the think tank The Dialogue,
which works with tech firms.

There has been a public debate on this issue since, and experts are divided on the impact and 
feasibility of a blanket ban.
A similar ban on social media for children below the age of 16 was made into a law in Australia in
December 2025.
The law forces social media platforms to restrict access to children below 16 years of age and
violations can attract very high penalties up to $32 million for serious and repeated violations.

Butthese may runintoa well-recognised barrier as regulating the internet is the exclusive domain of 

•

•

•

•



Mains Question
While social media provides opportunities for expression and connectivity, its excessive
use among youth may lead to addiction, cyberbullying, and declining attention spans.
Critically examine.
यद्यवप सोशल मी�डया अलभव्यजतत और संपंकभ केे �असर प्र�दा करता हैै, ककंंतु �युाओं म�
इसकेे  अत्यधिक उपयोग सेे लत, साइबर बुललंगं तथा ��या क� क्षमता म�कमी ि◌ैसैी
समस्याएँ उत्पन्ि हो सकती ह�। समालो�चात्मक परीक्षण क��जए।
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Article 94 of the Constitution specifies the circumstances in which the Speaker or
Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha vacates office. 

Under Article 94(a), they automatically cease to hold office if they stop being a 
member of the Lok Sabha. 
Article 94(b) allows them to resign at any time by submitting a written resignation.

Under Article 94(c), they may be removed by a resolution passed by a Majority of all 
the then members of the House. 
This provision applies exclusively to the Lok Sabha and not the Rajya Sabha. 

•



•

•

•

•
•
•
•

Procedural Requirements: The specific steps are governed by Rules 200–203 of the
Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha.
14-Day Notice: A resolution for removal can only be moved after giving at least 14
days' notice.
The notice must be given in writing to the Secretary-General of the Lok Sabha,
signed by at least one member.
Admission of Motion: The motion is entered in the List of Business if it is in order.
The Presiding Officer reads the notice to the House, for the motion to be admitted
for discussion, at least 50 members must rise in support of it in the House.
If fewer than 50 members rise, the motion fails to get the "leave of the House" and
is dropped.
Strict Guidelines for the Motion: The charges in the resolution must be specific,
clearly expressed, and precise. 



•

•
•

Outcome: If the resolution is passed by the Effective Majority, the Speaker is removed from 
officeimmediately.
Notably, the Speaker does not vacate his office upon the dissolution of the Lok Sabha. The
Speaker continues until immediately before the first meeting of the newly elected Lok
Sabha.
However, in the case of removal by resolution, the vacation is immediate.
Speaker’s Role During Proceedings: The Speaker cannot preside over the House while a
resolution for their removal is under consideration (Article 96).
The Speaker has the right to speak and take part in the proceedings. They can vote in the
first instance (as an ordinary member) but cannot exercise a casting vote in the case of an
equality of votes (tie). 

Passing the Resolution: For the removal to be successful, the resolution must be passed by a 
majority ofallthethenmembersoftheHouse.ThisistechnicallyknownasanEffective
Majority. 

•
•

•



Mains Question
The Speaker of the Lok Sabha is expected to act as a neutral and impartial authority.
However, questions are often raised regarding the neutrality of the office. Critically
examine.
लोकसभा अध्यक्ष सेे �नष्पक्ष और तटस्थ भू�मका �न�भाेे क� अपेेक्षा क� जाती हैै, क�क�तु अक्सर
इस पद की �नष्पक्षता पर प्रश्ि उठाए जाते ह�। �सालो�चात्िक परीक्षण क�जजए।
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On March 8, 2026, women and girls around the world will demand equal rights, and
equal justice to enforce, exercise, and enjoy them, to mark International Women’s
Day. The theme aligns closely with 2026 also being observed as the International
Year of the Woman Farmer.

Legal reforms, including equal inheritance rights for daughters, have not translated 
into matching gains on the ground. In most rural households, land and property 
remain registered in men’s names. 

Social norms, patrilineal inheritance practices, limited legal awareness and 
administrative hurdles keep women’s names off land records. 

 
and labourers often does so without the legal standing that a land title would confer.

• The woman who manages daily farm operations and negotiates with input dealers



•

•Without titles or formal recognition as farmers, women face systemic barriers to 
accessing institutional credit, crop insurance, irrigation schemes, agricultural
extension services, climate-resilient technologies and many flagship programmes
that hinge on documentation. When eligibility is linked to assets they do not own,
exclusion is built into the design.

•Given that women’s access to and control over cultivable land remains abysmally 
low due to a combination of social, legal and cultural factors, their labour and 
contributions remain invisible and undervalued.
This disparity between the substantial contributions by women to agri-food systems
and their lack of formal recognition as “farmers” underscores a structural disconnect 
at the core of their systemic exclusion.



•

•

•

 
animal-source foods. The paradox is stark: women who help feed the nation are unable to
secure a diverse, nutritious diet for themselves and their children.

As migration by men accelerates, agriculture is increasingly being “feminised”: women take
on greater responsibility for cultivation, risk management and household food provisioning.
India still carries an unacceptably high burden of malnutrition among women and girls.
Persistently high anaemia rates among women of reproductive age, combined with
widespread micronutrient deficiencies, amount to a silent emergency.
These nutritional deficits in women have intergenerational consequences. Maternal
undernutrition and anaemia contribute to low birth weight, stunting and impaired
development in children. 

• Dietsinmanyruralhouseholdsremaincereal-heavyandlowinpulses,fruits,vegetablesand 



•
•

•

First, the visibility of women farmers in law, data, and policy. 
Second, women’s rights to land and to productive resources such as water and credit must be
strengthened. 
Third, it is essential to ensure that food systems and safety nets are closely aligned with nutritional 

objectives.

Fourth, women farmers must have access to technologies and extension services to strengthen their 
agency and decision-making. 
On this International Women’s Day, the call for “Rights. Justice. Action. For All women and girls” 
should go beyond mere symbolism. Recognising women as farmers, ensuring their rights to land and 
productive resources, and allowing them to claim their right to food and nutrition are crucial steps 
toward creating a more equitable, resilient, and nourished India.

•

•



Mains Question
Women play a crucial role in India’s agricultural sector, yet their contributions often
remain under-recognized. Discuss the role of women farmers in Indian agriculture and
the challenges they face.
भारत केे  कृृ�व �ेत्र म� महहलाओं क� महत्िपूण भभूलूमका हैै, �कर भी �उकेे योग�दा को
अतसर उधचत मान्यता िहींं लमलती। भारतीय कृृ�व म� महहला कक�सा� क� भूलूमका तथा
उिकेे  सामिेे आिेे िाली �चुौनतय� क� चचा भक��जए।
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• The conversation around artificial intelligence (AI) has taken centre stage, and after
the India AI Impact Summit 2026, in February, India’s engagement with AI has
heightened. 

•While there is enough to appreciate how the world has transformed in terms of
technology and innovation, on the occasion of International Women’s Day 2026
(March 8), the need is to focus on “ethical AI” and women’s digital safety.

 
of digital threats and humiliation.
About 16%-58% of women have faced online harassment and abuse, a number that
could rise further. Even as one in three women face physical or sexual violence,
abuse against women has now crossed physical boundaries and geographies.

• WithasteadyriseinaccessibleInternet, womenarecontinuously bearing thebrunt



•

•
•

•

No women developers

 
rarely work on images of men. 

According to the United Nations Development Programme, women make up only 

22% of AI professionals and below 14% work at senior levels.

The rise of deepfakes and the recent Grok AI issue are a case in point. Deepfakes are
digitally altered images, audio, or videos created using AI that appear as though
someone has said or done something they never actually did. Grok AI, an AI chatbot
developed by xAI, is being used to generate non-consensual sexualised images of 
women.

AccordingtoareportbyUNWomen,manydeepfaketools—mostlybuiltbymen— 








