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•Hours after U.S. President Donald Trump announced on social media about the 
conditional temporary ceasefire in West Asia, the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC)
unanimously voted to hold the repo rate at 5.25%. It also decided to continue with
the neutral stance.

Later, addressing a press conference, Reserve Bank of India Governor Sanjay 
Malhotra said that the ceasefire, to some extent, has been taken into account in the 
monetary policy decision.

•

•Mr. Malhotra said that despite the impact of the conflict in West Asia, there was a 
possibility of having low interest rates in the short to medium term in the country.



•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

 
RBI Governor as its ex officio chairperson,
Deputy Governor in charge of monetary policy,
An officer of the Bank to be nominated by the Central Board,

 

Under Section 45ZB of the amended (in 2016) RBI Act, 1934, the central government
is empowered to constitute a six-member Monetary Policy Committee (MPC).
Objective: Further, Section 45ZB lays down that “the Monetary Policy Committee
shall determine the Policy Rate required to achieve the inflation target”.
The decision of the Monetary Policy Committee shall be binding on the Bank.

Three persons to be appointed by the central government.

Composition: Section 45ZB says the MPC shall consist of 6 members:



Which of the following statements is/are correct regarding the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC)? (2017)
1.It decides the RBI’s benchmark interest rates.
2.It is a 12-member body including the Governor of RBI and is reconstituted every 

year.
3.It functions under the chairmanship of the Union Finance Minister.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 3 only

 (d) 2 and 3 only





 
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Q. If the RBI decides to adopt an expansionist monetary policy, which of the following
would it not do? (2020)
1.Cut and optimise the Statutory Liquidity Ratio
2.Increase the Marginal Standing Facility Rate

3. Cut the Bank Rate and Repo Rate
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only
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• The report stated that 4,651 objects were launched to orbits and 1,911 re-entered the
atmosphere with a net annual growth of 74.5%.

The launch date of the first uncrewed mission of Gaganyaan will be announced soon, Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) Chairperson V. Narayanan said on Wednesday.
The HLVM3 G1/OM1 mission, which is the first uncrewed mission of Gaganyaan, was scheduled
to be launched in the first quarter of 2026. However, it has been delayed. “Before going for the
crewed mission, three uncrewed missions are targeted. Right now, we are working on the first 
uncrewed mission. All activities are going well,” he said.
The year 2025 saw 315 successful space launches globally, with about 4,651 objects placed in
orbit. According to the Indian Space Situational Assessment Report (ISSAR) for 2025 released on 
Wednesday, a maximum number of payloads were deployed during 2025.



•With regard to the Indian space assets in 2025, eight satellites were launched and 
four rocket bodies were placed in orbit. The report said that 12 Indian objects re-
entered the atmosphere.
In total, there are 86 Indian satellites in orbit of which 27 are operational, 23 are
defunct (still in orbit), and 36 decayed.•

•Among the Indian rocket bodies, three Launch Vehicle Mark-3 (LVM-3) are still in
orbit and five are decayed; four Small Satellite Launch Vehicles are decayed; four
Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicles (GSLV) are in orbit and 10 have decayed,
and 42 Polar Satellite Launch Vehicles (PSLV) are in orbit and 19 have decayed.



 
Elaborate.
“आर्भयट्ट उपग्रह सेे लेेकर मानव अंतंररक्ष ममशन तक, भारत कीअंतंररक्ष 
र्ा�ा तकनीक� आत्मननभरयता क� कहानी हैै।”

Mains Question
“From Aryabhata satellite to human spaceflight missions, India’s space 

journey isa story of technological self-reliance.”

 व्र्ा�्ा क��जए।
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But besides viewership and athletes, the sports ecosystem comprises several key
players that keep the growth engine running. One such important, but rather
overlooked, component is that of sports goods manufacturing.
Sports equipment manufacturing, a highly labour-intensive sector, plays a significant
role in the economics of sport.
NITI Aayog and the Foundation for Economic Development (FED) have recently
released a report on ‘Realising the export potential of the sports equipment
manufacturing market in India’ that details the state of affairs.
Culturally, India interacts heavily with sports, but the country contributes only about 
0.5% to the nearly $50 billion global trade in sports equipment.



•

•

•

 
extremely high logistics costs when exporting goods through distant ports.

India’s manufacturing footprint in sports equipment is geographically concentrated
and operationally fragmented.
Production still primarily hinges on old, well-established centres such as Jalandhar
(Punjab) and Meerut (Uttar Pradesh), which together hold more than an 80% share
of domestic output.
The sports equipment industry in India is small in terms of production volume and is
largely dominated by micro, small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs) engaged in
labour-intensive segments such as stitched balls, cricket gear, protective accessories
and entry-level fitness equipment.

•ManufacturingismainlyconcentratedinthenorthernpartsofIndia,whichleads to 



Mains Question
“Sports in India is not merely a recreational activity but a tool for social inclusion
and nation-building.”
Elaborate with suitable examples.

“भारत में खेेल केे वल मनोरंंिन का साधन नह ंं बजकक सामाजिक समावेेशन और 
राष्ट्र-ननमाणय का माध्र्म हैै।”
उदाहरण सहहत स्पष्ट्ट क��जए।
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•After demanding Iran’s unconditional surrender and threatening to erase its 
civilisation, U.S. President Donald Trump, on April 8, agreed to a two-week ceasefire
and to hold direct talks with Tehran on the basis of its 10-point peace formula.
Iran has said that it will honour the truce and allow the “safe passage” of vessels
through the Strait of Hormuz.
This war need not have been launched in the first place. The U.S. and Iran had held
multiple rounds of talks and Omani and British officials said that a deal was within
reach.

•

•

•Mr. Trump gravely miscalculated Iran’s response; it regionalised the conflict by 
attacking U.S. bases across the Gulf and dragged the global economy into it by taking
control of the Strait. 
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emerged as a core element of India’s reform agenda.
Excessive criminalisation of technical and procedural lapses had created compliance
anxiety, discouraged entrepreneurship, and diverted administrative and judicial
resources from more serious violations.

The passage of the Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Bill, 2026 by Parliament
reflects a conscious and forward-looking policy choice by the Government of India to
recalibrate the balance between enforcement and facilitation, and to embed trust as a
central pillar of the regulatory framework. The reform signals a clear departure from
over-reliance on criminal sanctions toward a more proportionate, predictable, and
facilitative approach to compliance.

• In recent years, the decriminalisation of minor business-related offences has



•

•

•

• It also rationalises the statute book by removing obsolete and redundant offences,
thereby strengthening the coherence and credibility of India’s overall regulatory 
architecture.

This reform journey began with the Jan Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Act,
2023, which decriminalised minor offences by amending 183 provisions across 42
Central Acts administered by 19 Ministries and Departments.
Building on this foundation, the 2026 Bill, commonly referred to as the Jan Vishwas
2.0, represents a decisive scale-up of this reform effort.
The Bill proposes amendments to 784 provisions across 79 Central Acts administered 
by 23 Ministries and Departments, including the decriminalisation of 717 provisions.
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due to heat stress

India is currently winning the global trade shuffle. As political instability rocks
traditional hubs such as Bangladesh, international buyers are pivoting toward Indian
textile clusters.

 
and as she does not have any sick leaves or cooling breaks, she also loses 50% of her
day’s wages. 

 
‘efficient.’ However, the biology of labour is hitting a wall, and India’s textile industry
is quietly cracking under the weight.

•

•

•

She absorbs the cost of a warming planet so that global supply chains remain

Between2001and2020, India lost an estimated 259 billion labour hours annually 

A textile worker in Tamil Nadu loses 50% of her work capacity on a 40°C afternoon;



•

•

•

The productivity crisis is no longer a theoretical risk; it is a mechanical and biological reality
crippling India’s industrial heartlands.
In the manufacturing hubs of Palghar, Maharashtra, factory owners report production
capacity dropping by up to 50% as extreme heat triggers hazardous conditions that
jeopardise both man and machine. Intense temperatures often restrict operations to just
four hours daily, as heat becomes unbearable for the workforce.
As per research published in the Journal of Political Economy in 2021, annual output falls by
2% per degree Celsius. 

 
million people and controls 39% of global cotton cultivation, this crisis has led to operational
collapse.

• On individual hot days, the decline reaches 4%. For India’s textile industry, which employs 45



•
•

•

 
systems, water management, and heat-resilient technologies. 

Fourth, labour protection codes must be strengthened to address heat stress explicitly. 

 
heat-tolerant cotton varieties, and energy-efficient manufacturing processes.

Second, industrial clusters must adopt mandatory heat-action plans with enforceable temperature 
thresholds,coolingbreaks,andworkerhealthassessments.
Third, financing mechanisms must be reformed. Banks must incorporate climate risk into loan 

India has a choice. It can either continue to externalise the cost of a warming planet onto workers, or 
the country cansystematicallytransit to a climate-smartsupply chain.
This requires action on five fronts: first, policymakers must recognise heat stress as a supply chain risk
and integrate climate-heat projections into industrial policy and trade agreements. 

Fifth,innovationmustbe driven through targetedR&D grantsfor wearablecooling technologies, 

assessments,andgovernmentsmust offerconcessional creditlines supporting investments in cooling 
•

•

•



Mount Semeru



 
subducts beneath the Sunda plate (which is part of Eurasian Plate).

•Mount Semeru, also known as Mahameru (The Great Mountain), is an active
stratovolcano (composite volcano). It is characterized by its steep profile and
periodic, explosive eruptions. It is the highest peak on the island of Java and a sacred
site in local culture.

Location:

• Island: East Java, Indonesia.

•Geographic Coordinates: It is part of the Tengger Massif, a volcanic complex that 
includes the famous Mount Bromo.

• TectonicSetting:LocatedonthePacificRingofFire,wheretheIndo-Australian Plate 



•

•

•

•

•

Pyroclastic Flows: The volcano often generates hot avalanche clouds which are fast-
moving currents of hot gas and volcanic matter that can reach speeds of over 100
km/h.
Height: Rising 3,676 metres above sea level, it dominates the landscape of East Java.

Summit: The highest point is called Mahameru. The active crater, Jonggring Seloko, is
located southeast of the summit.
Eruption Style: It is known for its Vulcanian and Strombolian activity, frequently
emitting small ash explosions every 15–30 minutes, interspersed with massive,
deadly eruptions.
Lahar Risk: Due to high rainfall in Indonesia, the accumulated ash on its slopes often 
mixes with water to create lahars (volcanic mudflows) that race down river channels.
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