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Force Majeure 



•Major Gulf energy producers like Qatar, Kuwait, and Bahrain have invoked force 
majeure on oil and gas exports due to shipping disruptions and infrastructure attacks
linked to the 2026 Iran vs. US-Israel conflict.

•Force majeure is a legal clause included in contracts that allows a party to suspend 
or terminate its obligations without penalty when an extraordinary, unforeseeable
event makes fulfillment impossible. It essentially pauses the contract because the
circumstances are beyond the control of the parties involved.

Origin:
•The term is French, literally translating to superior force. It is rooted in civil law but is 

now a standard feature in international commercial contracts and maritime law
worldwide.



• Aim: The primary goal is to provide legal protection to businesses or governments. It
ensures they aren’t sued for breach of contract or forced to pay massive late fees
when Acts of God (like earthquakes) or Acts of Man (like war) prevent them from 
delivering goods or services.
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provided. Some 22 Indian-flagged ships are still stranded west of the strait.

The Indian Navy has deployed warships to escort Indian-flagged merchant vessels
transiting through the Persian Gulf region, according to official sources.
Three Indian Navy ships have escorted the Indian-flagged merchant ships Shivalik,
Nanda Devi, and Jag Laadki from the Gulf of Oman after they crossed the Strait of
Hormuz. The warships ensured the safe transit of vessels through vulnerable waters.
Though the conflict has been intense in the Persian Gulf west of Strait of Hormuz,
the Gulf of Oman, east of the strait, has also seen attacks. Jag Laadki, carrying more
than 80,000 tonnes of crude oil, left Fujairah terminal in the UAE on Sunday. The
vessel had a narrow escape when the terminal was attacked while it was loading.

SourcessaidthatnavalshipescorttoIndianmerchantshipswillcontinuetobe •
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Mundra Port on Tuesday.

 
to ensure there was no delay in discharging the cargo.
Nanda Devi, another LPG carrier, is expected to reach Kandla port on Tuesday. Individually, the
vessels are holding 46,000 tonnes of cargo, cumulatively, 92,172 tonnes. “Seafarers on board are all 

 
critical sea lanes, and saw action, including during the Houthi attacks.
Meanwhile, LPG carrier Shivalik reached the Mundra Port on Monday evening, the government
confirmed. Earlier in the day, Rajesh Kumar Sinha, Special Secretary at the Shipping Ministry, told 

While officials declined to disclose the names of the naval ships involved, a senior official confirmed 
thatthewarshipswere operating in theregion under Operation Sankalp, a missionaimedat
safeguarding merchant shipping and protecting India’s maritime interests in the region.

safeand wouldreaching tomorrow at Mundra port,” Mr. Sinha said. Jag Laadki will be arriving at the 

reportersin aninter-ministerial briefing that priority berthing and documentation had been arranged 

Launchedin June2019, Operation Sankalpensuresthe safepassageof Indian-flagged vessels through •

•
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“For several years now, the USCIRF has persisted in presenting a distorted and selective 
pictureof India, relyingonquestionablesourcesandideologicalnarrativesratherthan
objective facts. 

The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), in its latest report, has 
presented a “distorted and selective picture of India”, the External Affairs Ministry said on
Monday.

•

‘Needs attention’

• “Growing intolerance and intimidation of members of the Indian diaspora in the United
States merit serious attention,” Mr. Jaiswal added.
There have been several incidents of violence against individuals belonging to the Indian
community in the U.S. as well as members of the Indian diaspora in the U.S. in recent years.•



•

 
freedom conditions and recommend countries for designation as “Countries of
Particular Concern” (CPC) or for inclusion on the “Special Watch List” (SWL).

This includes assessing violations based on international human rights standards,
particularly Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

•Monitoring Religious Freedom: The USCIRF is tasked with monitoring the universal 

 
President, Secretary of State, and Congress regarding actions to address violations of
religious freedom.

right to freedom of religion or belief (FoRB) in countries outside the U.S.

Policy Recommendations: USCIRF provides policy recommendations to the

AnnualReports:Thecommissionproducesannualreportsthatevaluatereligious •
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Central Western Ghats.

The study documents the first instance of gynandromorphy (a rare condition in 

which individuals exhibit both male and female characteristics) in Vela carli. This

phenomenon is rare in crustaceans and has never before been reported in the 
freshwater crab family Gecarcinucidae, according to the researchers.

A tiny crab displaying both male and female biological traits on the same body has
been discovered in the Western Ghats. Discovered from the forests of the Silent
Valley National Park, this freshwater crab belongs to the species Vela carli and is
both male and female at the same time.
The dual-sex condition was observed in three crabs found in tree holes in Silent
Valley.

• Velacarliisanendemicfreshwatercrabfoundonlyintheforestsandstreamsofthe 



Page No. 6, GS 2



•

•

Approximately 25 million South Asians live and work in West Asia, including 10 million Indians, five 
millionPakistanis, betweenfive tosix millionBangladeshis,twomillionNepalis,andsignificant
numbers from Sri Lanka, Bhutan, and the Maldives.
Afghans — between five to eight million — are refugees in Iran.
In addition, Indians make up about 15% of the population of seafarers, or crew aboard merchant
ships worldwide, along with other South Asians, all of whom are at risk of harm, particularly those
positioned around the Strait of Hormuz, where Iran has weaponised access.
India’s traditional position, of building strong bilateral ties with every country in West Asia, without 
taking sides in regionalfaultlineshas always keptitin a position oftrustand goodwill;this was
proven during Mr. Modi’s outreach to Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian for the passage of Indian
ships in the Strait of Hormuz.

•

•



• Going forward, India must reassure its neighbours — other than Pakistan, which it 
has norelationship withatpresent— that itremainscognisant oftheir concerns. As
energy shortages deepened, New Delhi received requests for petrol and diesel from
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and the Maldives; landlocked Nepal and Bhutan may follow suit
if the situation worsens. India must plan ahead to avoid a repeat of 2021, when it had
to halt vaccine supplies to its neighbourhood for several critical weeks to deal with the
crisis caused by the spread of the delta variant of SARS-CoV-2. Subsequently, India’s
“Vaccine Maitri” programme did much to ease those memories, and enforced the
need for an “all of region” approach to such situations.

•

•

•
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BRICS Summit in 2026 — while bringing current rivals and BRICS members Iran and
the United Arab Emirates to the table may be difficult given current tensions, New
Delhi’s diplomatic skills must be exerted in forging consensus for a BRICS statement
that also highlights South Asia’s economic and security concerns.
Having momentarily abandoned its balancing act between the U.S.-Israel and Iran, it
is time for India to restore the balance in its West Asia policy. 

On the global stage, India’s position as Chair of the Quad requires it to host a summit
this year — when U.S. President Donald Trump is to visit India. 

• On the other side of the global North-South divide, India is also due to convene the



Mains Question
Discuss how the growing influence of China in India’s neighbourhood poses
strategic challenges for India. Suggest measures to counter these challenges.

भारत केे पड़ोसी देेश� म� चीन केे बढ़ते प्रभाव सेे भारत केे सामने उत्पन्न 
रणनीततक चुुनौततयों पर चचा ाकीजिए। इन चुुनौततयों सेे तनपटने केे  उपाय 
सुुझाइए।
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That said, these elections are the second set of polls being held in States/Union
Territories (UT) where the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) process has been
completed. 

The ECI has yet to provide satisfactory explanations for the anomalies that arose 
during the SIR. 
These include a lowered gender ratio in most States except Tamil Nadu and an 
abnormally high number of deletions compared to the estimated adult population. 
The deletions are expected to affect short-term migrants and married women. 

Questions on the SIR



Mains Question

 
while also posing concerns related to exclusion of eligible voters.

 SIR) 

DiscusshowSpecialIntensiveRevision(SIR)contributestoelectoral integrity 

ववशेषे गहनपुनरीक्षण(

चचा ◌ाक��जए।

ककसप्रकारचुुनावीशुचचताक़ोबढ़ावा देेता हैै,
 साथहीपात्रमतदाताओं ◌ंकेेबहहष्करण सेे ि◌ुडुी चचंतंाएँभँीउत्पन्नकरता
 
हैै? 
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The climate summit that was held in Belém, Brazil in November 2025, refocused renewed global 
attention toadifficult butunavoidabletruth:protectingtropical forests requiresmorethan ambitious
pledges — it requires a fundamental shift in who holds power over those forests. 

As reported, the Fund has already secured more than $5.5 billion in initial commitments, including a 
$3 billion pledge from Norway. Unlike many past funds, it is not structured purely as a donation
vehicle. 

Rather, itis setuptogenerate returnsand rewardlong-termforestconservation.Critically,atleast

 
Forever Facility (TFFF), or a finance mechanism presented as a paradigm shift in global conservation.
The TFFF proposes to compensate countries for maintaining standing forests, not just for avoiding
deforestation. 

 
20% of its performance-based payments are reserved for indigenous peoples and local communities, 

whose daily stewardshipplays anoutsize roleinkeepingforestsintact.

Asworld leadersgatheredinthe Amazoncity, thesignature initiativewas Brazil’sTropicalForest•

•

•



•

•
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turning promises into lasting protection. 

A future of genuine conservation will depend on whether global finance strengthens 

community rights instead of replicating old patterns of exclusion.

Ahead of COP30, the Forest and Climate Leaders’ Partnership (FCLP) renewed its
Forest and Land Tenure Pledge, committing $1.8 billion from 2026 to 2030 to support
indigenous, local and Afro-descendant communities.
The TFFF’s launch in Belém is a major step, but its credibility depends on whether it
actually transfers power to forest communities rather than reinforcing old
hierarchies. For indigenous peoples, forests are home and survival. 

• The real challenge is in ensuring that finance reaches them in forms they control,
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Sexuality, intimacy, and mental health are closely linked yet heavily stigmatised,
resulting in a culture of silence; shame and fear surrounding sex and intimacy can
exacerbate mental health issues.
The WHO has stated that “immense suffering can occur when people lack bodily
autonomy, control over their fertility or the freedom to experience safe, consensual
and satisfying sexual relationships”. 

 
programmes in order to promote open discussions about intimacy and sexual health.

Addressing sensitive topics such as mental health, violence, and intimacy in higher 

educational settings comes with particular challenges.

• In 2024, the Supreme Court emphasised the need for comprehensive sex education



•

•

 
young people, who face immense pressure from family expectations, societal
demands, and the weight of multiple global crises. 

 
transgender-inclusive comprehensive sexuality education into school curricula.

Education should harness the diversity within classrooms and transcend mere
knowledge transfer and workforce training, aiming instead to cultivate critical
thinking and awareness. This is particularly urgent in today’s context, where anti-
democratic movements seek to erase and marginalise the experiences of LGBTQ+
individuals, promoting a narrow and exclusionary view of sexuality and intimacy. 

•

•

Furthermore,itiscrucialtoaddressthegrowingmentalhealthconcernsaffecting 

In2025,theSupremeCourtsoughtresponsesfromthegovernmentonintegrating 
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