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• The Iranian military on Sunday threatened to completely shut down the strategic 
Strait of Hormuz and attack U.S. infrastructure, including energy facilities in the Gulf, 
if U.S. President Donald Trump acts on threats to target the country’s power plants.

• Mr. Trump on Saturday threatened to “obliterate” Iran’s power plants if Tehran did 
not fully reopen the Strait of Hormuz within 48 hours, suggesting a significant 
escalation barely a day after he talked about “winding down” the war, now in its 
fourth week.

• Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent said that the U.S. may need to “escalate” its attacks 
against Iran to be able to wind down the war. Asked if Mr. Trump was winding down 
or escalating the war, he said: “They’re not mutually exclusive. Sometimes you have 
to escalate to de-escalate.”





• Geographical Location: The Strait of Hormuz is a narrow chokepoint (55–95 km wide) 
and strategically crucial maritime passage between Iran to the north and Oman and 
the UAE to the south. 

• It links the oil-rich Persian Gulf (West) with the Gulf of Oman and the Arabian Sea 
(East). It acts as the only sea passage from the Persian Gulf to the open ocean.

• Global Energy Security: It is a vital artery for international trade, with approximately 
20% of the world's oil and gas supplies transiting through its narrow shipping lanes.

• Major exporters such as Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, UAE, and Qatar depend on 
this route, with over 80% of the oil headed toward Asian markets, especially India, 
China, Japan, and South Korea.

• Impact on India: The economic stakes for India are immense, as nearly 50% of India’s 
crude oil and around 60% of its natural gas imports pass directly through this specific 
strait.
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• One such phrase is the “double-engine sarkar”. At first hearing, it sounds harmless, 
even cute: two governments working in tandem to accelerate development.

• The idea is simple: if the same party governs both the Union and the State, 
development will move faster because the two governments will work in harmony. 

• During election campaigns the message is often made quite explicit: elect the party 
ruling at the Centre so that your State can benefit from faster development. If you 
do not, you will be starved of funds. This is where the constitutional difficulty 
begins.

• India’s Constitution does not envisage a system where State governments depend on 
the goodwill, or charity, of the ruling party at the Centre.



• It creates a federal structure in which the Union and the States are partners within 
their respective spheres. The Union government represents the Republic as a whole, 
not merely those States governed by the party in power in New Delhi.

• Public money collected through national taxation belongs to the Union of India, not 
to the ruling party. Taxes are collected in the name of the Republic, from citizens of 
every State regardless of how they vote. The distribution of these resources cannot 
depend on which party governs a State.

• Issues raised by States, federal friction

• Federal friction is visible not only in financial matters but also in the legislative 
process. In recent years, Governors in some States have sat for long periods over 
Bills passed by elected legislatures, effectively using the constitutional office as an 
instrument of political sabotage. 



• Such delays have drawn judicial attention. In State of Punjab vs Principal Secretary to the 
Governor of Punjab (2023), the Supreme Court of India made it clear that a Governor cannot 
use inaction to stall the legislative process. The Court emphasised that the Governor’s office 
is not meant to function as a parallel political authority over an elected legislature.

• More recently, in State of Tamil Nadu vs Governor of Tamil Nadu (2025), the Court observed 
that prolonged inaction by a Governor in assenting to Bills is constitutionally impermissible. 
These rulings together signal a firm judicial commitment to protecting the legislative 
sovereignty of elected State assemblies.

• Development cannot depend on political alignment. It must rest on rules and institutions 
that treat every State, and every citizen, with equal fairness. That constitutional balance, 
not the number of engines pulling the same train, is the only engine India’s federal 
democracy truly needs.



Mains Question

Federalism in India is often described as ‘cooperative as well as competitive’. 
In this context, examine the evolving nature of Indian federalism and the 
challenges it faces in maintaining a balance between the Union and the 
States.

भारत में संघवाद को अक्सर ‘सहकारी तथा प्रततस्पर्धी संघवाद’ के रूप में 
वर्णित ककया जाता है। इस संदभि में भारतीय संघवाद की बदलती प्रकृतत का 
परीक्षण कीजजए तथा कें द्र और राज्यों के बीच संतुलन बनाए रखने में 
उत्पन्न चुनौततयों का ववश्लेषण कीजजए।
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• A decade-long trend in digital governance in India crescendoed last week when a 
slew of social media accounts operated by independent activists and journalists 
were blocked apparently for criticising the Union government and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi over his government’s West Asia policies and the LPG crisis. 

• In seven years, from 2014 to 2021, the number of URLs, posts, and accounts blocked 
ballooned from 470 to 9,800; since then, there is evidence that entire accounts, 
especially if they were publishing politically unfavourable comments, were being 
blocked.

• Similarly, the government used emergency powers under the IT Rules to block links 
to a BBC documentary in 2023, which also expanded the definition of what 
constituted a “threat to public order”. 



• In Shreya Singhal (2015), the Supreme Court of India upheld Section 69A of the IT Act 2000 
precisely because of its procedural safeguards, including requiring reasoned orders and 
judicial review. 

• In practice, however, the government has been diluting the safeguards through an expansive 
use of Rule 16 of the 2009 Blocking Rules, which requires blocking proceedings to be 
confidential. 

• When this stipulation is invoked to withhold blocking orders or their reasons from affected 
parties, it undermines their ability to challenge the action in court, eroding the very 
safeguards that justified the constitutionality of Section 69A. 

• The 2009 Rules also require blocking orders to be reviewed by a committee composed under 
the IT Rules 2009, yet this is an entirely executive body and has never overturned a 
government blocking order. 



• In effect, the government is openly and systematically bypassing the right to be 
heard and violating the doctrine of proportionality. 

• Rule 16 is a procedural rule, yet the government is using it to override the 
constitutional right to free speech while shielding itself from judicial review. 

• A person’s entire account being blocked amounts to a digital exile, removing the 
person from the public square, which is a hallmark of an authoritarian government 
rather than of a liberal democracy. 

• The government’s plan to decentralise blocking powers to multiple Ministries could 
effectively create a regime of arbitrary censorship, where any department can 
silence a critic without the specialised oversight, however flawed, of the IT Ministry.



Mains Question

The increasing regulation of digital platforms has raised concerns regarding digital 
censorship and freedom of expression. Discuss the challenges in balancing national 
security, misinformation control, and the protection of fundamental rights in the digital 
space.

डिजजटल प्लेटफामों के बढ़ते ववतनयमन ने डिजजटल सेंसरशिप और अशभव्यजक्त की 
स्वतंत्रता को लेकर चचतंाएँ उत्पन्न की हैं। डिजजटल क्षेत्र में राष्ट्रीय सरुक्षा, गलत सचूना 
के तनयंत्रण तथा मौशलक अचर्धकारों की सरुक्षा के बीच सतंुलन स्थावपत करने की 
चुनौततयों पर चचाि कीजजए।
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• The 2026-27 Union Budget and India’s new Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with the European Union (EU) 
signals Ayurveda’s ambitious leap into the global mainstream. The Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, 
Unani, Siddha, and Homoeopathy (AYUSH) Ministry’s budget has nearly doubled in the past five 
years, reaching ₹4,408 crore this year. 

• Further, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has announced three new All-India Institutes of 
Ayurveda, aiming to set top standards for traditional medicine, similar to how AIIMS leads modern 
medicine in India. 

• These institutes will not just treat patients, they will teach and conduct advanced research as well. 
The Budget also turbo-charges the National AYUSH Mission, raising its funding by 66% to modernise 
dispensaries, establish AYUSH clinics inside government hospitals, and upgrade drug-testing 
laboratories.

• Together, these measures reflect an effort to bring traditional medicine into the mainstream health 
ecosystem rather than treat it as an alternative silo.



• If the Budget gives Ayurveda depth within India, the India-EU FTA gives it global 
reach. In EU countries that don’t specifically regulate traditional medicine, the trade 
deal allows Indian AYUSH practitioners to provide their services using qualifications 
obtained in India. 

• It guarantees that Indian companies can open Ayurvedic clinics across Europe 
without the fear of sudden policy reversal.

• For Ayurveda and other AYUSH systems to enter the global mainstream credibly, 
they must submit to rigorous, independent, and transparent scientific evaluation 
conducted by third-party research organisations.

• Therefore, public investment should fund intellectual openness and scientific 
freedom. Global ambition will be sustained not by assertion, but by evidence, 
transparency and the courage to be rigorously examined.
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• The ongoing conflict in West Asia has disrupted global trade, leading to LPG shortages and a 
surge in crude oil prices. 

• Data show that the crisis could also affect India’s supply of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG), 
putting at risk the production of urea, a key fertilizer in the country’s majorly agrarian 
economy.

• The conflict has already started to impact India’s urea supply. 

• As of Sunday, industry sources told PTI that the country’s urea plants are running at half 
capacity, with Petronet LNG Ltd, which operates India’s largest liquefied natural gas 
receiving terminal, declaring force majeure amid disruptions to cargoes. 

• The move triggered supply curtailments by state-owned gas distributors GAIL (India) Ltd, 
Indian Oil Corporation Ltd and Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd.



• India is heavily dependent on imports for its LNG supply, exposing many of its sectors to global shocks 
such as the U.S.-Israel attacks on Iran. Data show that in 2025, India bought more than 50% of its 
natural gas from the international market

• In fact, India is the fourth largest buyer of natural gas in the world, with an imported supply of 261 
lakh metric tonnes in 2025.

• A majority of these imports — more than 40% of it — are tied to long-term contracts with suppliers in 
Qatar.

• This supply may be in jeopardy as Qatar’s LNG cargoes pass through the Strait of Hormuz, which has 
now become a central chokepoint in the Iran-Israel conflict. 

• The UAE and Oman also ship LNG along this route, and both countries contribute to India’s imported 
LNG supply. Overall, more than 60% of India’s imported LNG could be affected by the closure of the 
Strait.



• In India, natural gas is primarily used to produce ammonia, which in turn is used to produce 
fertilizers. In FY26, about 30% of India’s LNG supply was used for the production of fertilizers

• Demand also comes from industry and gas-fired power and city gas networks which supply to 
households and vehicles.

• LNG is the main feedstock for the production of urea, which is the most widely used fertilizer in India. 

• Many urea plants use naphtha or fuel oil — both derived from crude oil – as their main input. 

• However, as urea production is a highly energy-intensive process, these plants have switched to 
natural gas, which produces fewer emissions.

• National urea consumption hit 387 lakh metric tonnes in 2025, following a decade of steady growth. 



• While domestic production has also been increasing (India produced about 306 lakh metric tonnes of 
urea in 2025), it does not cover the country’s demand. Due to this, India also relies on imports of 
urea.

• Data indicate that the West Asian conflict threatens both domestic urea production and the stability 
of its supply chain. In 2025, India’s urea imports exceeded 2,300 lakh metric tonnes, with a staggering 
71% of these imports coming from West Asia.

• This total comprises 45% from Oman and a combined 26% from Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and the UAE, all 
of which rely on the Strait of Hormuz for transit.

• Amidst this scenario, the Government of India issued the Natural Gas (Supply Regulation) Order, 
2026, officially including the fertilizer sector in its priority list.

• The government also stated that as of March 10, India’s urea reserves have reached 61.51 lakh metric 
tonnes, about 10 lakh more than last year, ahead of the Kharif sowing season.



Ras Laffan and South Pars



• The West Asian conflict has escalated significantly following Israeli strikes on Iran’s 
South Pars gas field and retaliatory Iranian missile attacks on Qatar’s Ras Laffan LNG 
facilities.

• Ras Laffan is the world’s largest Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) export hub, housing 
major liquefaction plants and export terminals.

• Located in: Northeastern Qatar, along the Persian Gulf coast

Origin:

• Ras in Arabic means headland or cape, indicating its coastal geographic position
• Developed as a strategic LNG export hub by QatarEnergy



Key Features:

• Global LNG hub: Accounts for nearly 20% of global LNG supply.
• Integrated infrastructure: Houses liquefaction plants, storage tanks, export 

terminals.
• QatarEnergy base: Core operational center for Qatar’s LNG exports.
• High export capacity: Over 77–80 million tonnes per annum LNG production.

Importance:

• Critical supplier of LNG to countries like India, Japan, Europe.
• Key node in global gas supply chains.
• Supplies ~40% of India’s LNG imports.



About South Pars Gas Field:

• The world’s largest natural gas field, shared between Iran (South Pars) and Qatar 
(North Field).

Located in:
• Beneath the Persian Gulf, shared by:
• Iran (South Pars)
• Qatar (North Field)

• South Pars refers to the southern portion of the larger gas reservoir located in 
Iranian territory

• Pars is derived from Persia (ancient Iran)



Key Features:

• Largest gas reserve: Holds one of the world’s biggest proven natural gas reserves.

• Shared resource: Divided between Iran (South Pars) and Qatar (North Field).

• Offshore extraction: Consists of multiple offshore platforms and processing units.

• Energy backbone: Central to Qatar’s LNG dominance and Iran’s gas economy.
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