


Important Issues of the Day

• Israel and Iran – Page No.1 , GS 2
• Sixteenth Finance Commission – Page No. 6, GS 

2,3
• Selective outrage – Page No.6 , GS 2
• Skill India – Page No. 6, GS 3
• MPLADS funds – Page No. 7, GS 2



Page No. 1, GS 2





• Iran vowed revenge on Sunday after the killing of its Supreme Leader, and traded 
strikes with Israel as part of a widening war prompted by a U.S. and Israeli 
bombardment a day earlier.

• U.S. President Donald Trump warned that any retaliation would only lead to further 
escalation. He said he would “be talking” to Iranian leaders but was vague on the 
timing and noted that much of the country’s leadership was dead. “They want to 
talk, and I have agreed to talk, so I will be talking to them. They should have done it 
sooner,” he was quoted as saying by The Atlantic.

• Blasts in Tehran sent a huge plume of smoke into the sky in an area where there are 
government buildings. Iranian state television said that it had been targeted by 
strikes.



• Iranian authorities say more than 200 people have been killed since the start of the 
U.S. and Israeli strikes that killed Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and other senior leaders.

• Earlier, Iran fired missiles at an ever-widening list of targets in Israel and Gulf Arab 
states in retaliation while Israel pledged “non-stop” strikes against Iran’s leaders and 
military.

• In Israel, loud explosions caused by missile impacts or interceptions could be heard 
in Tel Aviv.

• Israel’s rescue services said nine people were killed and 28 wounded in a strike that 
hit a synagogue in the central town of Beit Shemesh, bringing the overall death toll 
in the country to 11. The U.S. military said three service members have been killed 
and five seriously wounded in the Iran operation.



• The launch of what the Pentagon called Operation Epic Fury.

• The Israeli government has publicly named its offensive “Operation Roar Of 
The Lion". 

• Iran’s first wave of ballistic missiles launched toward Israel in retaliation has 
been tied to an operation name —“True Promise 4".



The term “two-state solution” is sometimes mentioned in the news in the 
context of the affairs of (UPSC CSE 2018)

(a) China

(b) Israel

(c) Iraq

(d) Yemen



What is the importance of developing Chabahar Port by India? (UPSC CSE 2017)

(a) India’s trade with African countries will increase enormously.

(b) India’s relations with oil-producing Arab countries will be strengthened.

(c) India will not depend on Pakistan for access to Afghanistan and Central Asia.

(d) Pakistan will facilitate and protect the installation of a gas pipeline between 
Iraq and India.



Mains Question

Energy security, diaspora protection and maritime trade routes are central to India’s 
engagement with West Asia. Critically evaluate India’s approach towards ensuring long-
term strategic stability in the region.

ऊर्जा सुरक्षज, प्रवजसी भजरतीयों की सुरक्षज तथज समुद्री व्यजपजर मजर्ा पश्चिम एशियज में 
भजरत की नीतत के प्रमुख आयजम हैं। क्षेत्रीय श्थथरतज सुतनश्चित करने की दििज में भजरत 
की रणनीतत कज समजलोिनजत्मक मूलयजांकन कीश्र्ए।
(250 िब्ि)
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• The Sixteenth Finance Commission had significant flexibility in determining its 
approach and methodology, as its terms of reference followed directly from 
constitutional provisions, unlike earlier commissions that operated under detailed 
central directives. 

• This Commission, as before, addressed the two key dimensions of fiscal transfers — 
namely the vertical and the horizontal.

• The Commission took note of the increase in the share of States in the divisible pool 
of central taxes from 32% to 42% by the Fourteenth Finance Commission. 

•  The subsequent reduction to 41% was due to the change in the status of Jammu and 
Kashmir. The Sixteenth Finance Commission noted the Centre’s concern about the 
reduction in its fiscal space. 



• The Sixteenth Finance Commission introduced a new criterion of contribution to 
reflect an efficiency consideration. But it measured it through the share of a State’s 
Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) in an all-State GSDP.

• There is a need, however, to differentiate the efficiency of the production system 
from that of the fiscal system. In the production system, the inter-State distribution 
of GSDP depends on many factors which includes the inter-State movement of 
financial and human resources.

• In the devolution formula, the weights of some of the other criteria have also been 
changed. These are purely judgemental. Dropping the tax effort/fiscal discipline 
criterion, which was a fiscal efficiency criterion is not consistent with the 
Commission’s own narrative.









Mains Question

While fiscal discipline is essential for macroeconomic stability, excessive central control 
over finances may weaken sub-national governance. Critically analyse this statement in 
the context of India’s fiscal federal framework.

यद्यपप पवत्तीय अनुिजसन व्यजपक आर्थाक श्थथरतज के शलए आवचयक है, परांतु अत्यर्िक 
कें द्रीय तनयांत्रण उप-रजष्ट्रीय िजसन को कमर्ोर कर सकतज है। भजरत की रजर्कोषीय सांघीय 
व्यवथथज के सांिभा में इस कथन कज समजलोिनजत्मक पवचलेषण कीश्र्ए।
(250 िब्ि)
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• A once-in-a-lifetime opportunity requires a herculean effort. India’s demographic dividend, 
that ends by 2040, is one such opportunity. 

• Several European Union countries and China have successfully financed skill systems. In 
these countries, approximately 50% of secondary-level students are enrolled in vocational 
education streams. 

• In India that share is 1.3%, reflective of an educational system that neglected school 
education till 1990, and vocational education till 2006.

• However, in 2020, India’s National Education Policy (NEP) said: “By 2025, 50% learners will 
be exposed to vocational education.” “Exposed” still reveals an attitudinal problem among 
policy designers. 

• Vocational education in most countries is around 2% of the education budget. For China and 
Germany it is 11%.



• The herculean task of making India “the skill capital of the world” is inconsistent 
with “Galgotian” blunders. Issues of financing skills are crucial. 

• The Comptroller and Auditor General of India (CAG) in 2025 audited the flagship Skill 
India scheme, Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY)-2015-22. 

• Ten years ago, it had similarly looked at compliance and oversight issues of skill 
institutions.

• Both reports raise issues of financial impropriety. In 2015, the CAG dealt with 
financial reporting delays and unclear accountability of disbursed funds. 

• In 2025, the report mentions that 94.5% of bank accounts were invalid and 
approximately 41% of trainees in short-term training achieved placement.



Mains Question

Demographic dividend without skill dividend may turn into a demographic burden. 
Critically analyse this statement in the context of regional disparities, female labour force 
participation and informal employment in India.
(250 Words)

यदि र्नसजांश्ययकीय लजभजांि के सजथ कौिल लजभजांि न हो तो यह र्नसजांश्ययकीय बोझ में 
पररवततात हो सकतज है। भजरत में क्षेत्रीय असमजनतजओां, मदहलज श्रम बल भजर्ीिजरी तथज 
अनौपिजररक रोर्र्जर के सांिभा में इस कथन कज समजलोिनजत्मक पवचलेषण कीश्र्ए।
(250 िब्ि)
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• Judiciary seems quick to take offence only when it sees itself under attack

• The textbook, for instance, said, “People do experience corruption at various levels 
of the judiciary” and went on to describe complaints and redress mechanisms. 

• But, such critical references had been used in chapters dealing with the government 
or the political executive as well. 

• The chapter on elections had a picture of currency notes apparently found in the car 
of a candidate. 

• The textbook writers probably aimed to spark critical awareness, not offer bland 
tutorials in civic studies. But as with other textbooks, there are problematic 
passages. 
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• Twenty-one MPs recommended works outside the State or constituency they were elected from or 
are associated with, using their Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme (MPLADS) 
funds, an analysis by The Hindu has found. 

• And of the more than ₹18 crore spent on works which were completed based on these 
recommendations, the vast majority — 84% — went to districts in Uttar Pradesh.

• An elected Lok Sabha MP can generally recommend works in the district(s) their constituency 
encompasses. 

• An elected Rajya Sabha MP can recommend works only within the State they are elected from, while 
nominated MPs can recommend works anywhere in the country. 

• There are also limited exceptions: MPs can recommend up to ₹50 lakh in a financial year outside their 
usual region (raised from ₹25 lakh after April 2023) and can also contribute up to ₹1 crore per annum 
for rehabilitation and reconstruction in areas affected by natural “calamities of severe nature”, as 
declared by the Government of India, subject to additional scrutiny.



• MPLAD is a Central Sector Scheme, launched in 1993, which enables Member of Parliament 
(MPs) to recommend developmental works in their constituencies, focusing on durable 
community assets based on local needs. 

• Rajya Sabha MPs may recommend works in any district(s) of their state of election, while 
nominated MPs can choose any district(s) in any one state of the country. 

• Implementation: The state nodal department supervises the scheme, while district 
authorities are responsible for project sanction, fund allocation and execution. 

• Funding Allocation: Each MP is allocated Rs 5 crore per year since 2011-12, released by the 
Ministry of Statistics and Program Implementation (MoSPI) to district authorities in two 
installments of Rs 2.5 crore. 

• This fund is non-lapsable and can be carried forward if not utilised in a given year.  
• MPs must allocate a minimum of 15% and 7.5% of their funds to create assets for Scheduled 

Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs), respectively. 



Q. With reference to the funds under the Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme 
(MPLADS), which of the following statements are correct? (2020)

1. MPLADS funds must be used to create durable assets like physical infrastructure for health, 
education, etc.  

2. A specified portion of each MP’s fund must benefit SC/ST populations.  
3. MPLADS funds are sanctioned on a yearly basis and the unused funds cannot be carried forward to 

the next year.  
4. The district authority must inspect at least 10% of all works under implementation every year.  
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 3 and 4 only  

(c) 1, 2 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 4 only 
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