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NCERT book ban – Page No.6 , GS 2
No end to suffering – Page No. 6, GS 2
Fire and more fire – Page No.6 , GS 3
Demographic challenges – Page No. 7, GS 1
Question Hour – Page No.10 , GS 2
Guillotine – Page No.10 , Prelims
Child mortality – Page No.12 , Prelims
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Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla on Wednesday expressed displeasure over the absence
of a senior Minister during the Question Hour when questions about his Ministry
were being asked.
Though the Speaker did not name anyone, the question was regarding the Postal
Department which comes under Communication Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia.
“Where has the Minister gone,” Mr. Birla asked when the question was being fielded
by Minister of State for Communication Chandra Sekhar Pemmasani.

 
“important meeting”, Mr. Birla said, “The Question Hour is important, not meeting.”

• Whenthe MinisterofState repliedthat the seniorMinisterhadgoneforan



•It is a one-hour time period provided to MPs to ask questions to the minister and 
hold them accountable for the functioning of their ministries.
•When in session, Lok Sabha generally starts with Question Hour.
•In Rajya Sabha it is held from 11 am to 12 noon (since 2014).
•Prior to Independence, the first question asked of government was in 1893.
•MPs can submit their question notices in two ways:
•Through online ‘Member’s Portal,’ using their ID and password.
•Fill out printed forms obtainable from the Parliamentary Notice Office.

• Presiding officers of the two houses are the final authority with respect to the 
conduct of Question Hour.



It is governed by:
•
•

Rules 32 to 54 of the “Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in LS”
Directions 10 to 18 of the “Directions by the Speaker, LS“

•To ask a question, an MP has to give a notice to the Secretary-General of LS.
•Usually questions must usually be notified at least 15 days in advance.



 
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

The Parliament of India exercises control over the functions of the Council of Ministers
through
1.Adjournment motion

2. Question hour
3.Supplementary questions
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 only



Mains Question
“Question Hour is considered the most effective mechanism for ensuring executive 
accountabilityinaparliamentarydemocracy.”Criticallyexamineitssignificanceandthe
challenges affecting its functioning in India.
"प्रश्नकाल को संसंदीय लोकतंत्र में कायपयाललका की जवाबदेेही सुनुनश्श्ित करनेे का सबसेे
प्रभावी माध्यम माना जाता हैै। भारत में इसकेे  महत्व एवं इसकेे  संिंालन में आनेे वाली
िुनौनतय� का समा�लोनात्मक परीक्षण क�श्जए।"
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government can continue its work without any delay.

The term guillotine originally referred to an apparatus designed for executions by
beheading.
It was introduced in France during the French Revolution to make capital
punishment more reliable and less painful.

In legislative parlance, guillotine means to bunch together and fast-track the passage 
of financial business. It is a fairly common procedural exercise in Lok Sabha during 
the Budget Session.

Once the guillotine is applied, any remaining demands for grants are put to vote 
without further discussion.

• Thisensuresthatthebudgetispassedwithintheallocated time, and the 
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An estimated 4.9 million children died before their fifth birthday in 2024 worldwide, including
2.3 million newborns, according to the latest estimates released by a UN report on child
mortality. The report, released on Wednesday, said that most of these deaths were
preventable with proven, low-cost interventions, and access to quality healthcare. The report
titled “Levels and Trends in Child Mortality” added that under-five deaths globally have fallen
by more than half since 2000. However, since 2015, this pace has slowed by more than 60%.
 

through sustained public health efforts.
The latest United Nations Inter-Agency Group for Child Mortality Estimation (UNIGME) Report,
2025 states that the status of neonatal mortality rate reduction in India has shown progress.

However,Indiaisamongthecountriesdemonstratingsteadyprogressinreducingchildmortality •
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•

•

• “This sharp reduction is due to targeted public health interventions, improved
institutional delivery systems, and expanded immunisation coverage,” the Ministry 
said.

The Union Health Ministry added that India, over the past two decades, has played a
pivotal role in reducing child mortality in the South Asia region.
The Ministry, in its release, said that the Neonatal Mortality Rate (NMR) recorded a
decline since 1990. In 1990, India had an NMR of 57 per 1,000 live births, which fell
to 17 in 2024.
Also, the Under-5 Mortality Rate (U5MR) witnessed a sharp fall — in 1990, the 
U5MR stood at 127 per 1,000 live births, while in 2024, it declined to 27.
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in endemic areas of sub-Saharan Africa.

Mortality data also frequently fail to capture severe acute malnutrition as an underlying cause of 
death, suggesting theburdenislikely substantially underestimated.Some ofthecountries with the
highest numbers of direct deaths from severe acute malnutrition include Pakistan, Somalia, and
Sudan.
Newborn deaths account for nearly half of all under-five deaths. Leading causes of newborn deaths 
werecomplicationsfrom preterm birth(36%),andcomplicationsduring labour anddelivery(21%).
Beyond the first month, infectious diseases, including malaria, diarrhoea, and pneumonia were major 

The UN report found that an estimated 2.1 million children, adolescents, and youth – in the age group 
of5-24 – died in 2024.Infectiousdiseasesand injuriesremain leading causes amongyounger
children, while self-harm is the leading cause among girls aged 15 to 19, and road traffic injuries
among boys.

killers. Malaria remained thesingle largest killer in this age group (17%), with most deaths occurring 
•



 
survival.
कुु पोषण भारत में बाल मृतृ्यु दर का एक प्रमुुख कारण बना हुुआहैै। पोषण, स्वास्य् सेेवाओं
ंकी उपलब्धता तथा बाल जीववतता केे  बीिसंबंधों की ििाय
कीश्जए।

Mains Question
Malnutrition remains a critical factor contributing to child mortality in India. 

Discussthe interlinkages between nutrition, healthcare access, and child 
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Located in: Fujairah Emirate, United Arab Emirates (UAE) on the eastern coast.

 
diversification strategy.
Gradually expanded into one of the largest oil storage and bunkering hubs globally.

Directly opens into the Gulf of Oman / Arabian Sea, bypassing the Strait of Hormuz.

A major deep-water, multipurpose port and global oil storage/bunkering hub serving
as a critical export outlet for UAE’s hydrocarbons.

Sea Open to:

Construction began in 1978; became operational in 1983 as part of UAE’s economic
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In February this year, the Supreme Court of India, faulting what it felt as selective
reference to corruption within the judiciary, directed “a complete blanket ban”on a
Class eight social science textbook published by the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT).
The three-judge Bench, presided over by the Chief Justice of India, further alluded to
“an underlying agenda to undermine the institutional authority and demean the
dignity of the judiciary”.
The Court subsequently ordered that the persons responsible for preparing the
passages should be ‘disassociated’ from future projects by governments and public
universities. The Court thus instantly punished them, without due process or
hearing. The prohibition by the Court is problematic as it sends critical signals about
the shape of India’s democracy today.
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the court or prejudices or interferes with judicial proceedings or the administration of justice, as
defined under Section 2(c) of the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971. 

By itself, a book ban is the most egregious form of censorship. Such a move directly impacts the right
to freedom of speech under Article 19, a solemn promise in the Constitution. 

This right could be restricted only by a law made by the state on grounds expressly provided under 
Article 19(2), such as “the sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the state, friendly 
relations with foreign states, public order, decency or morality, or in relation to contempt of court, 
defamation, or incitement to an offence”. 
There is no law made by the state to justify the ban on the book in question. Judicial orders or 
judgments do not come under the realm of ‘law’ made by the state, as understood in the context of 
Article 19 (Naresh Shridhar Mirajkar vs State of Maharashtra, 1966).

• Foranacttoamounttocontemptofcourt,theremustbematerialthatscandalisestheauthorityof 



•

 
the judiciary — is acknowledging it.

In K. Veeraswami vs Union Of India And Others (1991), the Court categorically held that 
judgesof the High Courts and the Supreme Court fallwithin the definitionof “public
servant” for the purposes of prosecution under the Prevention of Corruption Act, while also
cautioning against the potential for misuse of this provision by the executive.
Therefore, the need to eradicate corruption and delay is also in the best interest of the
judiciary.
In the interim order directing the book ban, the Court also pointed out that the “book also
chooses not to delve into any of the transformative initiatives and measures pioneered by
this Court towards overhauling legal aid mechanisms and streamlining the ease of access to
justice”.

Thefirststepinfightingsystemicproblems such as corruption — whether in the executive or 

•

•

•
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A new report by the International Institute of Migration and Development and the
Population Foundation of India titled ‘Unravelling India’s Demographic Future:
Population Projections for States and Union Territories, 2021-2051’, underscores the
demographic risks that are beginning to surface nationwide.
India’s population is projected to increase from 1,355.8 million in 2021 to 1,590.1
million in 2051, with an average annual increase of 0.5%, suggesting a prolonged 
period of slower population expansion.
The projections point out that the pre-primary school-going population (0-4 years) is
expected to dwindle from 113.5 million in 2021 to 8.6 million by the middle of this 
century.



•

•

•
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As the demographic dividend largely depends on the working age population (15-
59), a relatively higher proportion of this specific group can lead to faster economic
growth, a dynamic evident in the development phases of several countries, including
China, Japan, and South Korea. 

India has one of the world’s largest workforces, rising from 833.8 million (65.2%) in 
2021 to a projected peak level of 1,009.0 million (65.5%) in 2041, before declining to 
998.1 million (62.8%) by 2051. 

There is an impending concern that the demographic dividend window will close 
after 2041, highlighting the urgency of leveraging it before its contribution to 
economic growth starts to diminish. 

Nevertheless, close to six out of every 10 persons in the country are expected to be 
part of the workforce by 2051, which is an encouraging sign.



•

•

•

 
healthcare system to rationalise the use of resources and offer better quality care. 

Though fertility levels have been falling, continued investments are required for 

familyplanningandtopreventunintendedpregnancies,aswellasreduceinfertility 

and ensure the reproductive rights of women.

However, India’s population is ageing. In 2021, India’s elderly population (60+) stood
at 130.5 million or 9.62% of the population. By 2051, this number is projected to
touch 325.3 million (20.5%), highlighting that there will be a profound increment in
the ageing population.
The declining child population is expected to offer a better teacher-pupil ratio and
expand infrastructural facilities in schools. 

• Further, declining birth rates reduce demand for maternity care, allowing the
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India must enlist more support against Pakistan’s bombing of Afghanistan
On Tuesday, Pakistani airstrikes tragically killed at least 400 Afghans at a drug treatment and
rehabilitation centre. Pakistan, which has accused the Taliban administration of harbouring the 

 
accusations, claiming that its strikes had only targeted “military installations”.
Despite the denial, it is clear from visuals that the Omid Rehabilitation Facility in Kabul was
destroyed. In an extremely strong statement, India condemned what it called Pakistan’s “cowardly”
targeting of a hospital, rejecting its denial as a cover-up for a “massacre”, and called for an
international inquiry. 

The Pakistan-Afghanistan conflict, which has been simmering for over a year, escalated in February 
when the Pakistan Air Force struck Taliban bases in Kabul, Kandahar, and Paktia in what it called 
Operation Ghazab Lil Haq (Righteous Fury). 

•

•

TehreekeTalibanPakistan(TTP) and supporting its terrorattackson Pakistan, denied Afghanistan’s 



•

•

Pakistan has also been angered by closer India-Afghanistan ties and New Delhi’s
hosting of Taliban ministers, accusing the Taliban of turning Afghanistan into an
“Indian colony” — a turnaround from its support in 2021, for the Taliban’s rise to
power in Kabul. 

 
Pakistan possibly benefits from the global focus on the U.S.-Israel war with Iran.
The U.S.’s actions here and its statement expressing support for Pakistan’s “right to
defend itself against Taliban attacks”, has also imbued Pakistan’s generals with a
sense of impunity to strike targets in Afghanistan at will.

Apart from its continued tensions and hatred of India, and now Afghanistan,•
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trained in their safe handling. State-of-the-art medical equipment comes with advanced electronics
and variable frequency drives that generate what are called “harmonic currents”. 
These currents flow within circuits and typically have no safety devices such as circuit breakers. 
Harmonics create silent, persistent overheating and insulation degradation and are a severe fire
hazard. 

India must treat hospital fire safety as an issue of criminal accountability
In 2016, 22 people died in a fire at a private hospital ICU in Bhubaneswar, which did not have the
mandatory fire safety clearance.
Last October, six patients were killed in an ICU fire in Rajasthan. In 2024, newborns died in an ICU fire 
inJhansi, UttarPradesh. Twosimilaraccidentswere reportedin Maharashtrain 2021.
ICUs have intrinsic safety risks, as their oxygen-rich environment can turn even a spark into an 

•

•

inferno.ICUsarealsopackedwith electrical equipment, and the personnel are not always well 


	Important Issues of the Day
	Page No.10 , GS 2
	“important meeting”, Mr. Birla said, “The Question Hour is important, not meeting.”
	Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla on Wednesday expressed displeasure over the absence of a senior Minister during the Question Hour when questions about his Ministry were being asked. Though the Speaker did not name anyone, the question was regarding the Postal Department which comes under Communication Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia. “Where has the Minister gone,” Mr. Birla asked when the question was being fielded by Minister of State for Communication Chandra Sekhar Pemmasani.
	Presiding officers of the two houses are the final authority with respect to the  conduct of Question Hour.
	It is governed by:
	Rules 32 to 54 of the “Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in LS” Directions 10 to 18 of the “Directions by the Speaker, LS“
	The Parliament of India exercises control over the functions of the Council of Ministers through 1.Adjournment motion
	2.
	Question hour
	3.Supplementary questions Select the correct answer using the code given below:
	(a) 1 only
	(b) 2 and 3 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
	Mains Question “Question Hour is considered the most effective mechanism for ensuring executive  accountabilityinaparliamentarydemocracy.”Criticallyexamineitssignificanceandthe challenges affecting its functioning in India. "प्रश्नकाल को संसंदीय लोकतंत्र में कायपयाललका की जवाबदेेही सुनुनश्श्ित करनेे का सबसेे प्रभावी माध्यम माना जाता हैै। भारत में इसकेे महत्व एवं इसकेे संिंालन में आनेे वाली िुनौनतयों का समालोिनात्मक परीक्षण कीश्जए।"
	Page No.10 , GS 2
	Thisensuresthatthebudgetispassedwithintheallocated time, and the
	government can continue its work without any delay.
	The term guillotine originally referred to an apparatus designed for executions by beheading. It was introduced in France during the French Revolution to make capital punishment more reliable and less painful. In legislative parlance, guillotine means to bunch together and fast-track the passage  of financial business. It is a fairly common procedural exercise in Lok Sabha during  the Budget Session. Once the guillotine is applied, any remaining demands for grants are put to vote  without further discussion.
	Page No.12 , GS 2
	An estimated 4.9 million children died before their fifth birthday in 2024 worldwide, including 2.3 million newborns, according to the latest estimates released by a UN report on child mortality. The report, released on Wednesday, said that most of these deaths were preventable with proven, low-cost interventions, and access to quality healthcare. The report titled “Levels and Trends in Child Mortality” added that under-five deaths globally have fallen by more than half since 2000. However, since 2015, this pace has slowed by more than 60%.
	through sustained public health efforts. The latest United Nations Inter-Agency Group for Child Mortality Estimation (UNIGME) Report, 2025 states that the status of neonatal mortality rate reduction in India has shown progress.
	However,Indiaisamongthecountriesdemonstratingsteadyprogressinreducingchildmortality
	“This sharp reduction is due to targeted public health interventions, improved institutional delivery systems, and expanded immunisation coverage,” the Ministry  said.
	The Union Health Ministry added that India, over the past two decades, has played a pivotal role in reducing child mortality in the South Asia region. The Ministry, in its release, said that the Neonatal Mortality Rate (NMR) recorded a decline since 1990. In 1990, India had an NMR of 57 per 1,000 live births, which fell to 17 in 2024. Also, the Under-5 Mortality Rate (U5MR) witnessed a sharp fall — in 1990, the  U5MR stood at 127 per 1,000 live births, while in 2024, it declined to 27.
	killers. Malaria remained thesingle largest killer in this age group (17%), with most deaths occurring
	in endemic areas of sub-Saharan Africa.
	The UN report found that an estimated 2.1 million children, adolescents, and youth – in the age group  of5-24 – died in 2024.Infectiousdiseasesand injuriesremain leading causes amongyounger children, while self-harm is the leading cause among girls aged 15 to 19, and road traffic injuries among boys.
	Mortality data also frequently fail to capture severe acute malnutrition as an underlying cause of  death, suggesting theburdenislikely substantially underestimated.Some ofthecountries with the highest numbers of direct deaths from severe acute malnutrition include Pakistan, Somalia, and Sudan. Newborn deaths account for nearly half of all under-five deaths. Leading causes of newborn deaths  werecomplicationsfrom preterm birth(36%),andcomplicationsduring labour anddelivery(21%). Beyond the first month, infectious diseases, including malaria, diarrhoea, and pneumonia were major
	Mains Question Malnutrition remains a critical factor contributing to child mortality in India.
	Discussthe interlinkages between nutrition, healthcare access, and child
	survival. कुुपोषण भारत में बाल मृतृ्यु दर का एक प्रमुुख कारण बना हुुआहैै। पोषण, स्वास्य् सेेवाओं ंकी उपलब्धता तथा बाल जीववतता केे बीिसंबंधों की ििाय कीश्जए।
	Port of Fujairah
	Located in: Fujairah Emirate, United Arab Emirates (UAE) on the eastern coast.
	Sea Open to:
	Directly opens into the Gulf of Oman / Arabian Sea, bypassing the Strait of Hormuz.
	Construction began in 1978; became operational in 1983 as part of UAE’s economic
	diversification strategy. Gradually expanded into one of the largest oil storage and bunkering hubs globally.
	A major deep-water, multipurpose port and global oil storage/bunkering hub serving as a critical export outlet for UAE’s hydrocarbons.
	Page No.6 , GS 2
	In February this year, the Supreme Court of India, faulting what it felt as selective reference to corruption within the judiciary, directed “a complete blanket ban”on a Class eight social science textbook published by the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT). The three-judge Bench, presided over by the Chief Justice of India, further alluded to “an underlying agenda to undermine the institutional authority and demean the dignity of the judiciary”. The Court subsequently ordered that the persons responsible for preparing the passages should be ‘disassociated’ from future projects by governments and public universities. The Court thus instantly punished them, without due process or hearing. The prohibition by the Court is problematic as it sends critical signals about the shape of India’s democracy today.
	Foranacttoamounttocontemptofcourt,theremustbematerialthatscandalisestheauthorityof
	the court or prejudices or interferes with judicial proceedings or the administration of justice, as defined under Section 2(c) of the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971.
	By itself, a book ban is the most egregious form of censorship. Such a move directly impacts the right to freedom of speech under Article 19, a solemn promise in the Constitution.  This right could be restricted only by a law made by the state on grounds expressly provided under  Article 19(2), such as “the sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the state, friendly  relations with foreign states, public order, decency or morality, or in relation to contempt of court,  defamation, or incitement to an offence”.  There is no law made by the state to justify the ban on the book in question. Judicial orders or  judgments do not come under the realm of ‘law’ made by the state, as understood in the context of  Article 19 (Naresh Shridhar Mirajkar vs State of Maharashtra, 1966).
	the judiciary — is acknowledging it.
	In K. Veeraswami vs Union Of India And Others (1991), the Court categorically held that  judgesof the High Courts and the Supreme Court fallwithin the definitionof “public servant” for the purposes of prosecution under the Prevention of Corruption Act, while also cautioning against the potential for misuse of this provision by the executive. Therefore, the need to eradicate corruption and delay is also in the best interest of the judiciary. In the interim order directing the book ban, the Court also pointed out that the “book also chooses not to delve into any of the transformative initiatives and measures pioneered by this Court towards overhauling legal aid mechanisms and streamlining the ease of access to justice”.
	Thefirststepinfightingsystemicproblems such as corruption — whether in the executive or
	Page No.7 , GS 1
	A new report by the International Institute of Migration and Development and the Population Foundation of India titled ‘Unravelling India’s Demographic Future: Population Projections for States and Union Territories, 2021-2051’, underscores the demographic risks that are beginning to surface nationwide. India’s population is projected to increase from 1,355.8 million in 2021 to 1,590.1 million in 2051, with an average annual increase of 0.5%, suggesting a prolonged  period of slower population expansion. The projections point out that the pre-primary school-going population (0-4 years) is expected to dwindle from 113.5 million in 2021 to 8.6 million by the middle of this  century.
	As the demographic dividend largely depends on the working age population (15- 59), a relatively higher proportion of this specific group can lead to faster economic growth, a dynamic evident in the development phases of several countries, including China, Japan, and South Korea.  India has one of the world’s largest workforces, rising from 833.8 million (65.2%) in  2021 to a projected peak level of 1,009.0 million (65.5%) in 2041, before declining to  998.1 million (62.8%) by 2051.  There is an impending concern that the demographic dividend window will close  after 2041, highlighting the urgency of leveraging it before its contribution to  economic growth starts to diminish.  Nevertheless, close to six out of every 10 persons in the country are expected to be  part of the workforce by 2051, which is an encouraging sign.
	Further, declining birth rates reduce demand for maternity care, allowing the
	healthcare system to rationalise the use of resources and offer better quality care.  Though fertility levels have been falling, continued investments are required for  familyplanningandtopreventunintendedpregnancies,aswellasreduceinfertility  and ensure the reproductive rights of women.
	However, India’s population is ageing. In 2021, India’s elderly population (60+) stood at 130.5 million or 9.62% of the population. By 2051, this number is projected to touch 325.3 million (20.5%), highlighting that there will be a profound increment in the ageing population. The declining child population is expected to offer a better teacher-pupil ratio and expand infrastructural facilities in schools.
	Page No. 6, GS 2
	India must enlist more support against Pakistan’s bombing of Afghanistan On Tuesday, Pakistani airstrikes tragically killed at least 400 Afghans at a drug treatment and rehabilitation centre. Pakistan, which has accused the Taliban administration of harbouring the
	TehreekeTalibanPakistan(TTP) and supporting its terrorattackson Pakistan, denied Afghanistan’s
	accusations, claiming that its strikes had only targeted “military installations”. Despite the denial, it is clear from visuals that the Omid Rehabilitation Facility in Kabul was destroyed. In an extremely strong statement, India condemned what it called Pakistan’s “cowardly” targeting of a hospital, rejecting its denial as a cover-up for a “massacre”, and called for an international inquiry.  The Pakistan-Afghanistan conflict, which has been simmering for over a year, escalated in February  when the Pakistan Air Force struck Taliban bases in Kabul, Kandahar, and Paktia in what it called  Operation Ghazab Lil Haq (Righteous Fury).
	Pakistan has also been angered by closer India-Afghanistan ties and New Delhi’s hosting of Taliban ministers, accusing the Taliban of turning Afghanistan into an “Indian colony” — a turnaround from its support in 2021, for the Taliban’s rise to power in Kabul.
	Apart from its continued tensions and hatred of India, and now Afghanistan,
	Pakistan possibly benefits from the global focus on the U.S.-Israel war with Iran. The U.S.’s actions here and its statement expressing support for Pakistan’s “right to defend itself against Taliban attacks”, has also imbued Pakistan’s generals with a sense of impunity to strike targets in Afghanistan at will.
	Page No. 6, GS 3
	inferno.ICUsarealsopackedwith electrical equipment, and the personnel are not always well
	trained in their safe handling. State-of-the-art medical equipment comes with advanced electronics and variable frequency drives that generate what are called “harmonic currents”.  These currents flow within circuits and typically have no safety devices such as circuit breakers.  Harmonics create silent, persistent overheating and insulation degradation and are a severe fire hazard.
	India must treat hospital fire safety as an issue of criminal accountability In 2016, 22 people died in a fire at a private hospital ICU in Bhubaneswar, which did not have the mandatory fire safety clearance. Last October, six patients were killed in an ICU fire in Rajasthan. In 2024, newborns died in an ICU fire  inJhansi, UttarPradesh. Twosimilaraccidentswere reportedin Maharashtrain 2021. ICUs have intrinsic safety risks, as their oxygen-rich environment can turn even a spark into an

