


Important Issues of the Day

• Unsafe water – Page No. 1, GS 2
• India’s space programme – Page No. 10, GS 3
• Special Intensive Revision – Page No. 10, GS 2
• The U.S. tariff shock – Page No. 10, GS 3
• Road accidents – Page No. 11, GS 3
• Pralay missiles – Page No.16 , GS 3
• Nimesulide – Page No. 16, GS 2
• Copper – Prelims Fact



Page No.1 , GS 2



• An official was dismissed from service and two others suspended even as the death 
toll climbed to 10 in Indore city of Madhya Pradesh where more than 2,000 people 
have fallen ill after consuming contaminated water supplied by the municipal 
corporation, officials said on Wednesday. 

• A three-member panel has also been formed to investigate the incident.

• The deceased include a six-month-old child, who passed away on Wednesday, and 
six women. 

• More than 100 people from Indore’s Bhagirathpura area have been admitted to 
hospitals in the past one week after drinking water from a municipal supply line.



• “A main leakage from a toilet drainage over the main supply line has been repaired and the 
toilet has been dismantled. Various other leakages were also found and repaired. We will 
test the water supply tomorrow and check for any leakages and water quality. The supply 
will be resumed once everything is fine,” Mr. Yadav said.

• Naturally Occurring Contaminants: High levels of arsenic, fluoride, iron, and uranium exist 
naturally in some geological formations, contaminating groundwater.

• In terms of arsenic and iron pollution, West Bengal and Assam are the worst affected states 
respectively.

• Agriculture: Excessive use of fertilisers, pesticides, and herbicides leach harmful chemicals 
into the water table.

• Industrial Waste: Untreated industrial effluents often find their way into groundwater 
sources, introducing heavy metals and other toxins.



• Urbanisation: Leaky sewage systems and improper waste disposal in urban areas contribute to 
groundwater pollution.

• Saltwater Intrusion: In coastal areas, over-pumping of groundwater can cause saltwater from the 
ocean to infiltrate freshwater aquifers, rendering the water unusable for drinking or irrigation.

• Rajasthan has the highest number of rural habitations affected by (salinity) contamination.

Central Ground Water Authority
• About: The authority has been constituted under Section 3 (3) of the Environment (Protection) Act, 

1986 to regulate and control the development and management of groundwater resources in the 
country.

• Major Functions:
• To regulate, control, manage and development of groundwater in the country and to issue necessary 

regulatory directions for the purpose.
• Exercise of powers under section 4 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 for the appointment of 

officers.



• Launched on 15th August 2019, the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) aims to provide tap water to every rural 
household by 2024 (extended till 2028), targeting 55 liters per person per day. It is a Centrally 
Sponsored Scheme, implemented by the Ministry of Jal Shakti. 

• T – Target Every Rural Household: Provide Functional Household Tap Connections (FHTC) to all rural 
households. 

• A – Areas of Priority: Focus on quality-affected, drought-prone, desert regions, and Sansad Adarsh 
Gram Yojana (SAGY) villages. 

• P – Public Places: Ensure taps in schools, Anganwadi centers, gram panchayats, and community 
buildings. 

• Drinking water is a state subject and the power to plan, approve and implement drinking water 
supply schemes is vested in the State Government. 

• In 2019, only 3.23 crore rural households (17%) had tap water; by 2025, coverage rose to 15+ crore 
households (80%). 



Which of the following can be found as pollutants in the drinking water in some parts 
of India? (2013)

1. Arsenic
2. Sorbitol
3. Fluoride
4. Formaldehyde
5. Uranium
Select the correct answer using the codes given below.

a) 1 and 3 only 
b) 2, 4 and 5 only 
c) 1, 3 and 5 only 
d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5



Which one of the following ancient towns is well known for its elaborate system of 
water harvesting and management by building a series of dams and channelizing water 
into connected reservoirs? (2021)

(a) Dholavira 
(b) Kalibangan 
(c) Rakhigarhi
(d) Ropar



Mains Question

• Access to safe and clean drinking water is fundamental to public health, human dignity, and sustainable 
development.
In this context, critically examine the challenges faced by India in ensuring universal access to safe and 
clean water. Discuss the role of government initiatives, technological interventions, and community 
participation in achieving water security.
(250 words | 15 marks)

• सुरक्षित और स्वच्छ पेयजल तक पहुुँच साववजनिक स्वास््य, मािव गररमा तथा सतत ववकास की 
आधारशिला है।
इस संदर्व में, र्ारत में सर्ी के शलए सुरक्षित और स्वच्छ जल उपलब्ध करािे में आिे वाली चुिौनतयों 
का समालोचिात्मक ववश्लेषण कीजजए। जल सुरिा प्राप्त करिे में सरकारी पहलों, तकिीकी हस्तिेपों 
तथा सामुदानयक र्ागीदारी की र्ूशमका पर चचाव कीजजए।
(250 िब्द | 15 अंक)
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• India’s space journey has evolved beyond a string of spectacular missions.

• India’s lunar programme has been truly path breaking: Chandrayaan-1 (2008) 
confirmed the presence of water molecules; Chandrayaan-2 (2019) mapped the 
moon with high precision and prepared the ground for Chandrayaan-3 (2023), which 
achieved the world’s first soft landing near the south pole. 

• When the Vikram lander and Pragyan rover explored the lunar surface for a full 
moon day, this led children to draw depictions of lunar landscapes in notebooks, it 
left researchers feeling vindicated, and inspired citizens who saw India’s story in 
space as also their own future.

• India has become a trusted global partner in space. Over 400 foreign satellites have 
been launched aboard Indian rockets.



• In 2014, India became the first Asian nation and only the fourth in the world to reach Mars 
orbit — and on its maiden attempt, with the Mars Orbiter Mission (Mangalyaan). 

• The Aditya-L1 mission (2023), built through multi-institutional collaboration, is providing 
unprecedented insights into the sun’s corona and its impact on space weather. 

• XPoSat (2024) is studying black holes, while SpaDeX (2024) has demonstrated in-orbit 
docking for future space stations and lunar missions.

• The road map is bold: continuation of the Gaganyaan programme for human spaceflight, 
Chandrayaan-4 and 5 for deeper lunar exploration, a dedicated Venus mission, a Bharatiya 
Antariksh Station (BAS) by 2035, and an Indian human landing on the Moon by 2040. These 
are not distant dreams but national goals, aligned with the spirit of Amrit Kaal.



• The transformation of India’s space sector is deliberate and ambitious. The opening of the 
field to private players, creating a thriving ecosystem of more than 350 startups building 
satellites, launch vehicles, and ground systems. 

• The South Asia Satellite has provided neighbours with communication capacity, while during 
India’s G-20 Presidency in 2023, India announced a “G20 satellite” for climate and 
environmental monitoring with data shared with all nations. 

• Collaborative missions such as NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar (NISAR) with the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), Thermal infraRed Imaging Satellite 
for High-resolution Natural resource Assessment (TRISHNA) with CNES (French space 
agency), Lunar Polar Exploration (LUPEX) with Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA), 
and India’s participation in the European Space Agency (ESA)’s Proba-3 demonstrate India’s 
rise as a global partner, guided by the ethos of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (‘the world is one 
family’).



Which one of the following is a reason why astronomical distances are measured in 
light-years?

(a) Distances among stellar bodies do not change.

(b) Gravity of stellar bodies does not change.

(c) Light always travels in straight line.

(d) Speed of light is always same.



The Mangalyaan launched by ISRO

1. is also called the Mars Orbiter Mission
2. made India the second country to have a spacecraft orbit the Mars after USA
3. made India the only country to be successful in making its spacecraft orbit the Mars 

in its very first attempt
Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3



Mains Question

• India’s space journey has emerged as a symbol of technological self-reliance and 
global stature.
In this context, examine the major milestones in the evolution of India’s space 
programme and analyze its socio-economic, strategic, and scientific significance. Also 
discuss the emerging challenges and future prospects of India’s space sector.
(250 words | 15 marks)

• भारत की अतंररक्ष यात्रा आत्मनिभभरता, तकिीकी क्षमता और वैश्ववक प्रनतष्ठा का 
प्रतीक बिकर उभरी है।इस सदंभभ में, भारत के अतंररक्ष कायभक्रम के ववकास की प्रमखु 
उपलश्धियों पर प्रकाश डालते हुए, इसके सामाश्िक-आर्थभक, सामररक तथा वैज्ञानिक 
प्रभावों का वववलेषण कीश्िए। साथ ही, भारत के अतंररक्ष क्षेत्र के समक्ष उभरती 
चुिौनतयों और भववष्य की सभंाविाओं पर चचाभ कीश्िए।(250 शधद | 15 अंक)
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• The Election Commission of India (ECI)’s Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral 
rolls across 12 States and Union Territories (UT) is fast descending into a farce. 

• Take the case of West Bengal, where furore over elderly residents having to attend 
eligibility hearings in remote locations even after submitting their enrolment forms 
forced the ECI to order home verification. 

• Or, the fact that it had to conditionally halt hearings of “unmapped” voters (those 
whose names or parents’ names were not mapped with the 2002 SIR). 

• Summons were in the form of software notices, but this software was not used in 
Bihar.



• The procedural chaos could have been avoided had the ECI not rushed into the SIR 
just before Assembly elections in States/UTs such as West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala 
and Puducherry. 

• Its ad hoc use of software — the ECI junked its de-duplication software in Bihar and 
told the Supreme Court why it was not using it, but reportedly used it alongside 
another software to flag “unmapped” voters without proper protocol — is creating 
confusion and distress. 

• There are inconsistencies and anomalies in the draft electoral rolls, many of which 
have been flagged by The Hindu’s data-driven investigations. 

• The over 6.5 crore deletions, according to provisional numbers, suggest 
methodological problems in and poor implementation of the exercise. 



Consider the following statements:

1. According to the Constitution of India, a person who is eligible to vote can be made 
a minister in a State for six months even if he/she is not a member of the 
Legislature of that State.

2. According to the Representation of People Act, 1951, a person convicted of a 
criminal offence and sentenced to imprisonment for five years is permanently 
disqualified from contesting an election even after his release from prison.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2



Consider the following statements:

1. The Election Commission of India is a five-member body.
2. Union Ministry of Home Affairs decides the election schedule for the conduct of 

both general elections and bye-elections.
3. Election Commission resolves the disputes relating to splits/mergers of recognised 

political parties.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 3 only
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• In September 2025, U.S. President Donald Trump’s sweeping announcement imposing a 
100% tariff on branded and patented pharmaceutical imports from October 1, 2025, saw 
India’s pharmaceutical industry, which has long been hailed as the “pharmacy of the world”, 
standing at a crossroads. 

• The U.S.’s move, ostensibly aimed at bolstering domestic manufacturing, threatens to 
disrupt supply chains that have saved the U.S. health-care system billions of dollars while 
also fuelling India’s export-led growth.

• Yet, as tariffs ripple through global markets, India’s dominance in generics offers a vital 
buffer, even as it underscores the urgent need for diversified partnerships and domestic 
reforms. 

• With pharma exports to the U.S. alone reaching close to $9 billion in fiscal 2025 — a 14.29% 
surge year-on-year — the stakes could not be higher for India’s $50 billion pharmaceutical 
sector, which contributes nearly 1.72% to the nation’s GDP.



• Global pharmaceutical exports, valued at over $850 billion in 2024, thrive on aging populations, 
chronic diseases, and post-COVID-19 pandemic innovation. 

• Germany ($119.85 billion), Switzerland ($99.08 billion), and the U.S. ($90.30 billion) were lead 
exporters in 2023-24, while the U.S. ($212.67 billion in imports in 2024), Switzerland, Germany, 
Belgium, and China top importers. 

• The European Union (EU)’s €313.4 billion in medicinal exports in 2024, up 13.5%, reflects resilience 
amid geopolitical tensions. 

• India, the third-largest exporter by volume, shipped $27 billion in 2023, rising to $30.47 billion in 
FY25.

• Generics dominate, with 70% of exports to the U.S. and Europe. However, $5 billion in annual 
imports, mainly active pharmaceutical ingredients (API) from China (72% share), exposes supply chain 
risks.



• Tariffs threaten affordability, with U.S. cancer therapy costs potentially rising $8,000-
$10,000 for a 24-week course, mirroring India’s 60% out-of-pocket burden. 

• Generics, 80% cheaper, enable 20 million treatments yearly, though quality concerns 
and disruptions risk delaying surgeries by 15%-20%. 

• U.S. tariffs risk causing shortages if India’s 40% generic supply frays. India must 
leverage MoUs, invest $10 billion in APIs via PLI 2.0, and push WTO reforms. 

• With global pharma eyeing $450 billion for India by 2047, collaboration in the form 
of east-west hybrids, innovation, and equitable access is key. Policymakers must 
diversify boldly, reform swiftly, and secure India’s pharma supremacy.



• Tariffs threaten affordability, with U.S. cancer therapy costs potentially rising $8,000-
$10,000 for a 24-week course, mirroring India’s 60% out-of-pocket burden. 

• Generics, 80% cheaper, enable 20 million treatments yearly, though quality concerns 
and disruptions risk delaying surgeries by 15%-20%. 

• U.S. tariffs risk causing shortages if India’s 40% generic supply frays. India must 
leverage MoUs, invest $10 billion in APIs via PLI 2.0, and push WTO reforms. 

• With global pharma eyeing $450 billion for India by 2047, collaboration in the form 
of east-west hybrids, innovation, and equitable access is key. Policymakers must 
diversify boldly, reform swiftly, and secure India’s pharma supremacy.



• With an objective of making quality generic medicines available at affordable prices to all, Pradhan 
Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) was launched by the Department of 
Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers, Government of India in November, 2008. 

• Under the scheme, dedicated outlets known as Janaushadhi Kendras are opened to provide generic 
medicines at affordable prices. 

• As on 11.06.2025 more than 16000 Janaushadhi Kendras are functional across the country. 

• Product basket of PMBJP comprises 2047 drugs and 300 surgical items. 

• The Scheme is implemented by a society registered under the Societies Registration Act, viz., Pharma 
& Medical Bureau of India (PMBI) [erstwhile Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI)].



Mains Question

• India’s pharmaceutical sector plays an important role in ensuring affordable 
medicines and supporting economic growth.Discuss the key strengths and 
challenges of India’s pharmaceutical industry. Suggest measures to strengthen its 
global competitiveness.(250 words | 15 marks)

• भारत का औषर्ि (फामाभ) क्षेत्र सस्ती दवाओं की उपलधिता और आर्थभक ववकास में 
महत्वपूणभ भमूमका निभाता है।भारत के औषर्ि क्षेत्र की प्रमखु शश्ततयों और चुिौनतयों 
पर चचाभ कीश्िए। इसकी वैश्ववक प्रनतस्पिाभत्मकता को मिबूत करिे के उपाय 
सझुाइए।(250 शधद | 15 अकं)
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• A doctor and a homemaker may lose their lives in the same accident, yet the law 
values their absence differently. 

• The doctor’s family receives several lakhs of rupees more than the vendor’s, and the 
homemaker’s loss is often measured in token figures. 

• The problem lies not in the intent of the law but in its method. A welfare statute 
that was meant to bring relief has quietly absorbed the habits of the marketplace, 
where worth is measured by earning, not by being.

• Section 168 of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988, empowers tribunals to award 
compensation that “appears to be just.”



• To bring consistency, the Supreme Court in Sarla Verma v. DTC and later in National 
Insurance Co. v. Pranay Sethi introduced the multiplier method. 

• The formula multiplies a victim’s annual income by an age-based factor and adds 
fixed sums under standard categories such as loss of consortium, loss of estate, and 
funeral costs. The goal was fairness through uniformity.

• In practice, uniformity has produced hierarchy. When a victim has no formal income, 
tribunals assign a “notional income,” often a symbolic amount detached from real 
contribution. 

• Children, homemakers, and informal workers are thus treated as marginal lives in 
the eyes of arithmetic. 



• Article 14 of the Constitution promises equality before the law, yet a system that 
compensates the salaried more generously than the self-employed or the unwaged 
risks violating that promise. Equality cannot depend on economic visibility. 

• Article 21, which protects the right to life with dignity, faces a similar tension. 
Dignity is intrinsic, not conditional. When compensation fluctuates with income, 
dignity becomes a privilege rather than a principle. 

• The contrast with other modes of transport is revealing. Under the Railways Act, 
1989, the death of any passenger attracts a fixed sum of ₹8 lakh. 

• Under the Carriage by Air Act, 1972, airlines pay a uniform amount for every 
deceased passenger. On the road, however, the law insists on knowing one’s income 
before assigning value to one’s life.
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• The Defence Research & Development Organisation (DRDO) carried out a salvo 
launch of two indigenous Pralay missiles from the same launcher on Wednesday. 
The test was held at around 10.30 a.m. off the coast of Odisha. 

• The flight-tests were conducted as part of user evaluation trials. 

• According to the Ministry of Defence, both missiles followed the intended trajectory 
and met all mission objectives, as confirmed by tracking sensors deployed by the 
Integrated Test Range (ITR), Chandipur. 

• Terminal events were validated through telemetry systems on ships positioned near 
the designated impact points.



• Pralay is an indigenously developed solid propellant quasi-ballistic missile with 
advanced guidance and navigation systems for pinpoint accuracy. 

• Pralay is a short-range surface-to-surface missile, with a payload capacity of 500 to 
1,000 kg, and has a range of 150 to 500 km.  

• The missile can carry multiple types of warheads and strike varied targets, enhancing 
flexibility and deterrence. 

• Pralay was developed by Research Centre Imarat (Hyderabad) with major support 
from Pune-based DRDO labs. 

• Quasi-ballistic missiles differ from traditional ballistic missiles by flying at lower 
altitudes and performing in-flight maneuvers, making them harder to intercept.





Q. With reference to Agni-IV Missile, which of the following statements is/are correct? 
(2014)

1. It is a surface-to-surface missile.
2. It is fuelled by liquid propellant only.
3. It can deliver one-tonne nuclear warheads about 7500 km away.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
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• The Union Health Ministry has banned oral formulation of nimesulide above 100 mg 
in immediate release form.

• “Strengths below 100 mg or strengths above 100 mg in other types of release (such 
as sustained release, extended release) are not under this ban. Non-oral 
formulations like topical gels/creams or suppositories are also not banned,” a senior 
Ministry official said.

• Nimesulide is a non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drug used for its pain-relieving, anti-
inflammatory, and fever-reducing effects. 

• It is a prescription medication primarily intended for short-term, second-line 
treatment (when other medicines have failed) due to concerns over potential liver 
toxicity.



• The Ministry has banned the manufacture, sale and distribution of the oral 
formulations citing serious risks to health, the official notification, issued earlier this 
week, said.

• “The Central government is satisfied that the use of all oral formulations containing 
nimesulide above 100 mg in immediate release dosage form is likely to involve risk 
to human beings and that safer alternatives to the said drug are available,” the 
notification said.

• “Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by Section 26A of the Drugs 
and Cosmetics Act, 1940 and after consultation with the Drugs Technical Advisory 
Board, the Centre, hereby prohibits the manufacture, sale and distribution of the 
drug, with immediate effect,” the notification said.



Copper



• opper prices touched a record high of over USD 12,000 per tonne in 2025, driven by 
US tariff uncertainty, global supply disruptions and surging demand from AI, clean 
energy and EVs.

• Copper (Cu) is a naturally occurring metallic element (Atomic number: 29) known for 
its excellent electrical and thermal conductivity.

• It is among the oldest metals used by humans and is central to modern industrial, 
digital and green economies.

• Symbol: Cu and Atomic weight: 63.546 amu
• High resistance to corrosion and oxidation
• Forms important alloys such as brass (Cu+Zn) and bronze (Cu+Sn)



• Physical characteristics:
• Excellent electrical and thermal conductivity (second only to silver)
• Ductile and malleable, enabling easy wiring and shaping
• Naturally reddish-brown; one of the few coloured metals

• Unique properties:
• 100% recyclable without loss of quality
• Antimicrobial in nature, useful in healthcare settings
• Enhances energy efficiency, reducing CO₂ emissions over product life cycles

• India and Copper: Current Status
• India is recognised copper as a critical mineral under its resource strategy.
• Over 90% dependence on imported copper concentrate
• Major producers across globe: Chile, Peru, DR Congo, China, USA



• Applications of Copper:

• Energy and power sector: Used extensively in power grids, transformers, renewable 
energy systems, and battery storage.

• Electric vehicles (EVs): EVs use over twice the copper of conventional vehicles due to 
motors, batteries and wiring.

• Digital and AI infrastructure: Data centres, especially hyperscale AI facilities, require 
massive copper volumes for cooling and power transmission.

• Construction and manufacturing: Plumbing, roofing, industrial machinery and 
electronics rely heavily on copper.

• Defence and healthcare: Used in defence electronics, ammunition and antimicrobial 
medical surfaces.
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