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• Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro was held in a New York prison on Sunday to face 
criminal charges after being captured in a nighttime military operation done without 
approval from the U.S. Congress, even as the South American country’s top court appointed 
Vice-President Delcy Rodríguez as interim leader.

• Mr. Maduro and his wife, Cilia Flores, were taken from their home in a military base by U.S. 
forces on Saturday — an act that Mr. Maduro’s government called “imperialist”. The couple 
faces U.S. charges of participating in a narco-terrorism conspiracy.

• In Venezuela, the Supreme Court ordered on Saturday that Ms. Rodríguez assume the role of 
Acting President in the absence of Mr. Maduro.

• U.S. President Donald Trump on Sunday said Ms. Rodríguez may pay a bigger price than Mr. 
Maduro “if she does not do what is right,” according to an interview with The Atlantic 
magazine.





Consider the following statements:

Statement-I: Recently, Venezuela has achieved a rapid recovery from its economic crisis 
and succeeded in preventing its people from fleeing/emigrating to other countries.
Statement-II: Venezuela has the world's largest oil reserves

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?

(a) Both Statement-1 and Statement-II are correct and Statement-II explains Statement-
I
(b) Both Statement-I and Statement-II are correct, but Statement-II does not explain 
Statement-I
(c) Statement-I is correct, but Statement-II is incorrect
(d) Statement-I is incorrect, but Statement-II is correct



Mains Question

The repeated inability of international institutions to prevent conflicts, manage humanitarian 
crises, and enforce international norms has highlighted the limitations of global governance.
Discuss the major reasons for the failure of global governance mechanisms and suggest measures 
to improve their effectiveness in the present global order.
(250 words | 15 marks)

संघर्षों की रोकथाम, मानवीय संकटों के प्रबंधन तथा अंतरराष्ट्रीय ननयमों के प्रभावी क्रियान्वयन 
में अंतरराष्ट्रीय संस्थाओं की ववफलता ने वैश्ववक शासन की सीमाओं को उजागर क्रकया है।
वैश्ववक शासन तंत्र की ववफलता के प्रमुख कारणों पर चचाा कीश्जए तथा वतामान अंतरराष्ट्रीय 
व्यवस्था में इसे अधधक प्रभावी बनाने हेतु आववयक सुधार सुझाइए।
(250 शब्द | 15 अंक)
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• India’s Russian oil imports rose to a six-month high in terms of volume and value in November 2025, 
with its share in India’s overall oil imports rising to 35%, latest data show.

• This comes at a time when there has been little progress in finalising a trade deal with the U.S. 

• However, India had also increased its purchases of American oil, which jumped to a seven-month high 
in November, accounting for nearly 13% of India’s oil imports that month. Together, Russia and the 
U.S. accounted for nearly half of India’s oil imports in November 2025.

• The data from the Ministry of Commerce and Industry showed that India imported 7.7 million tonnes 
of oil from Russia in November, accounting for 35.1% of the country’s total oil imports that month. 

• This was also nearly 7% higher than the volume imported in November 2024 and the highest since 
May 2025. 

• In value terms, India imported $3.7 billion worth of Russian oil in November 2025, constituting 34% of 
its oil import bill.



• In FY22, Russia accounted for only 2.1% of India’s oil imports. By FY25, this jumped 
to 35.1%, making Russia the top supplier, ahead of West Asian sources (Qatar, UAE). 

• India imports over 85% of its oil needs, and Russian crude has been a key source 
since 2022.  

• Excluding Russia, which supplies 10% of global oil, could raise prices to USD 130 per 
barrel, causing spikes and hurting consumers. 

• Increase investment in domestic oil and gas fields through policy support and public-
private partnerships. Scale up ethanol blending, biofuels, and hydrogen production 
to reduce crude oil reliance. 



Consider the following statements with regard to BRICS:  

I. The 16th BRICS Summit was held under the Chairship of Russia in Kazan.  

II. Indonesia has become a full member of BRICS.  

III. The theme of the 16th BRICS Summit was Strengthening Multiculturalism for Just 
Global Development and Security.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

(a) I and II            
(b) II and III  
(c) I and III          
(d) I only 



Recently, India signed a deal known as ‘Action Plan for Prioritization and 
Implementation of Cooperation Areas in the Nuclear Field’ with which of the following 
countries?

(a) Japan

(b) Russia

(c) The United Kingdom

(d) The United States of America



Mains Question

India remains heavily dependent on imported crude oil to meet its growing energy needs.
Discuss the economic and strategic implications of India’s oil import dependence. What 
measures can India adopt to reduce its vulnerability arising from such dependence?
(250 words | 15 marks)

भारत अपनी बढ़ती ऊजाा आववयकताओं की पूनत ा के ललए आयानतत कच्चे तेल पर 
अत्यधधक ननभार है।
भारत की तेल आयात ननभारता के आधथाक तथा सामररक ननहहताथों पर चचाा कीश्जए। इस 
ननभारता से उत्पन्न सवेंदनशीलता को कम करने के ललए भारत कौन-से उपाय अपना 
सकता है?
(250 शब्द | 15 अकं)
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• As 2026 begins, China presents a paradox: a nation wrestling with economic 
challenges yet projecting strategic confidence; a leadership tightening political 
control domestically while expanding its diplomatic and institutional reach abroad; 
and a system that is both anxious and assertive.

• China’s expanding influence in the Global South, its deepening alignment with 
Russia, and its ability to stabilise key relationships — with the notable exception of 
Japan — without altering core positions.

• China’s 2025 economic growth was weaker than official figures (about 5%) suggest. 
Domestic demand remained weak, and the overbuilt property sector continued to 
weigh on confidence.



• Instead of boosting consumption, Beijing reinforced a state-led model, prioritising 
advanced manufacturing, semiconductors, Artificial Intelligence (AI), green energy, 
and dual-use technologies. 

• Massive industrial policy support aims for “whole-chain breakthroughs” and the 
15th Five-Year Plan (2026-30) underscores technological self-reliance and supply 
chain insulation.

• China’s trade surplus crossed $1 trillion in the first 11 months of 2025. It is 
increasingly dominating global value chains in manufacturing across high-tech 
industries such as electric vehicles, batteries, solar panels and industrial machinery.

• The Trump-Xi meeting in Busan in October produced de-escalation, including modest 
tariff adjustments and a selective easing of export controls. 



Which one of the following statements best reflects the issue with Senkaku Islands, 
sometimes mentioned in the news?

(a) It is generally believed that they are artificial islands made by a country around 
South China Sea.

(b) China and Japan engage in maritime disputes over these islands in East China Sea.

(c) A permanent American military base has been set up there to help Taiwan to 
increase its defence capabilities.

(d) Though International Court of Justice declared them as no man's land, some South-
East Asian countries claim them.



Consider the following:

1. Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank

2. Missile Technology Control Regime

3. Shanghai Cooperation Organisation

India is a member of which of the above?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3



Mains Question

India–China relations are marked by cooperation, competition, and conflict, particularly in the 
context of border disputes, economic engagement, and regional influence.
Critically examine the major challenges and opportunities in India–China relations. How should 
India manage this relationship to protect its national interests in a changing regional and global 
order?
(250 words | 15 marks)

भारत–चीन संबंध सीमावती वववादों, आधथाक सहभाधगता तथा क्षेत्रीय प्रभाव के संदभा में सहयोग, 
प्रनतस्पधाा और संघर्षा के लमश्रण से धचश्ननत हैं।
भारत–चीन संबंधों में प्रमुख चुनौनतयों एवं अवसरों का समालोचनात्मक परीक्षण कीश्जए। बदलते 
क्षेत्रीय एवं वैश्ववक पररदृवय में भारत को अपने राष्ट्रीय हहतों की रक्षा के ललए इस संबंध का 
प्रबंधन क्रकस प्रकार करना चाहहए?
(250 शब्द | 15 अंक)
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• The day after the strike by a lakh or so gig workers across India on December 31, the CEO of 
one platform commended police intervention to help the platform meet demand. 

• This backdrop was unmissable shortly after the Labour Ministry had published draft Rules to 
operationalise the refreshed labour codes for public consultation. 

• According to the Rules, these workers will be inducted into the new framework only on 
social security, not on wages or working conditions, rendering their strike more urgent. 

• While the Code on Wages will apply across sectors and job categories, it excludes gig work 
from an ‘employment’ relationship for wage purposes. 

• Instead, it is being treated as distinct and the platform is only obligated to make a gross 
contribution to a social security fund. 



• The workers’ demands, including over algorithmic rate cuts and opaque incentive 
structures, thus remain unaddressed. Similarly, the OSH&WC (Central) Rules are 
built around employer compliance via the Shram Suvidha Portal, but this is a 
conventional model that does not address concerns of app-mediated work. 

• Only the social security changes are concrete. 

• The draft Rules here require gig workers to register on a portal and every aggregator 
to upload details of engaged workers and update them every quarter. 

• The Centre may also notify additional eligibility conditions; in any case, a worker 
must have engaged for at least 90 days with an aggregator or 120 cumulative days 
across aggregators in the financial year.



• The Rules should also specify what benefits exist, how disputes will be resolved, the 
minimum benefits the Social Security Fund will support, and a time-bound claims 
and appeals process not dependent on platforms’ goodwill. 

• Finally, aggregators should give every worker a periodic statement of jobs, hours 
logged, earnings and deductions, and workers must be able to contest irregular data. 

• Without these changes, the new regime will leave the insecurity that produced the 
strikes structurally intact.



Consider the following statements: 

Statement I: Circular economy reduces the emissions of greenhouse gases.   

Statement II: Circular economy reduces the use of raw materials as inputs.   

Statement III: Circular economy reduces wastage in the production process.   

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?   

(a) Both Statement II and Statement III are correct and both of them explain Statement I   
(b) Both Statement II and Statement III are correct but only one of them explains Statement I   
(c) Only one of the Statements II and III is correct and that explains Statement I   
(d) Neither Statement II nor Statement III is correct 



Consider the following statements: 

I. Capital receipts create a liability or cause a reduction in the assets of the 
Government.  

II. Borrowings and disinvestment are capital receipts.  

III. Interest received on loans creates a liability of the Government.   

Which of the statements given above are correct?   

(a)I and II only 
(b) II and III only 
(c) I and III only 
(d) I, II and III 
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• Emerging Asian economies that comprise India, China, and the ASEAN-11, face an escalating 
threat from natural disasters that are growing in both frequency and intensity. 

• Over the past decade, the region has had an average of 100 disasters annually, impacting 
approximately 80 million people. 

• The nature of these threats varies by geography: while floods and storms are the primary 
drivers of risk in India, tropical cyclones frequently batter the Philippines and Vietnam. 

• Meanwhile, China and Indonesia contend with significantly higher seismic risks . 

• The human and economic toll of this vulnerability has been punctuated by several landmark 
catastrophes.



• As the scale of economic loss escalates , disaster risk finance has moved to the forefront of 
regional policy. 

• To design an effective response, governments must first establish a data-driven foundation. 
From 1990 to 2024, India sustained average annual disaster-related losses equivalent to 
0.4% of GDP . 

• The composition of these losses is geographically distinct. India’s vulnerability is primarily 
hydrological (non-storm-related floods and landslides), whereas Myanmar’s losses are 
predominantly meteorological (extreme temperatures and cyclonic storms).

• The regional risk framework also includes climatological factors (drought and wildfire), and 
geophysical hazards (seismic activity and volcanic eruptions) too. 

• Among the Asian economies analysed, India ranks second only to the Philippines in the 
World Risk Index.



• The Climate Risk Index, published annually by the environmental think tank 
Germanwatch since 2006, tracks the human and economic impacts of extreme 
weather events worldwide.  

• Indicators: The index uses six key indicators, including fatalities, economic losses, 
and the number of people affected by climate-related disasters. 

• The top 10 CRI countries are all in the Global South, highlighting unequal climate 
vulnerability.  

• High-risk countries like Dominica, Myanmar, Honduras, and Libya have faced 
extreme events, e.g., Cyclone Nargis (2008) in Myanmar killed around 1,40,000 
people. 
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• Union Minister of Power and Housing and Urban Affairs Manohar Lal on Sunday 
directed sediment removal at the Salal Power Project in Jammu and Kashmir to 
ensure maximum utilisation of water resources, in the wake of the Indus Waters 
Treaty being kept in abeyance between India and Pakistan.

• He also toured power projects in Kishtwar amid an ongoing controversy.

• While visiting the Salal Power Project, operated by the National Hydroelectric Power 
Corporation, Mr. Lal called for “expediting the sediment removal operations of the 
Salal reservoir”.

• The reservoir is located on the Chenab river in Reasi district. 





Prelims Fact





• Under emergency procurement powers, the Indian Army has signed a ₹293- crore 
contract with the private defence manufacturer NIBE Ltd., in collaboration with 
Israel, for the supply of an advanced long-range rocket launcher system with strike 
capabilities of 150 km and 300 km.

• The acquisition will significantly enhance the Army’s deep-strike artillery firepower 
and operational reach.

• The development was confirmed by the Pune-based NIBE Ltd. in a letter to the 
Bombay Stock Exchange and National Stock Exchange on Friday.

• The system, Suryastra, is India’s first Made in India universal multi-calibre rocket 
launcher, capable of executing precision surface-to-surface strikes at ranges up to 
300 km.



• Designed to engage multiple targets simultaneously at varying ranges, the system achieves a high 
degree of accuracy with a circular error probable (CEP) of less than five metres during trials.

• In July 2025, the defence manufacturer has signed a Technology Collaboration Agreement (TCA) with 
Israeli defence major Elbit Systems to manufacture the advanced universal rocket launcher system 
(SURYA) in India.

• This marks the first time a high-precision rocket launcher system with strike capability up to 300 km is 
being produced domestically.

• On December 26, the Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) of the Defence Ministry cleared a proposal to 
allow defence forces to sign contracts under emergency procurement (EP) powers till January 15. 

• Under the EP provisions, the armed services can procure weapons systems worth up to ₹300 crore on 
an urgent basis without any further clearances.



PRAGATI



• Pro-Active Governance and Timely Implementation (PRAGATI)

• PRAGATI is a centralised, ICT-enabled governance platform for grievance redressal, 
programme implementation, and project monitoring, enabling real-time review of 
projects of national importance.

• Established in: Launched on 25 March 2015 by the Government of India, under the 
Prime Minister’s leadership.

• Ensure timely implementation of infrastructure and development projects.
• Resolve inter-ministerial and Centre–State coordination issues.
• Promote e-transparency, accountability, and outcome-based governance.



The Red Sea
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