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• The Election Commission of India (EC) began its defence of the ongoing special 
intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls before the Supreme Court on Tuesday by 
dismissing claims that it is conducting a “parallel” National Register of Citizens (NRC) 
as sheer “rhetoric”.

• The poll body maintained that it has the “constitutional power, even a constitutional 
duty” to ensure that not a single foreigner, as far as possible, occupies space in the 
nation’s electoral rolls.

• The SIR kicked off in Bihar last year and expanded to cover 12 more States and Union 
Territories in the ongoing second phase.



• The Election Commission of India (ECI) is an autonomous constitutional authority 
responsible for administering Union and State election processes in India.

• It was established in accordance with the Constitution on 25th January 1950 
(celebrated as National Voters' Day). The secretariat of the commission is in New 
Delhi.

• The body administers elections to the Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, and State Legislative 
Assemblies in India, and the offices of the President and Vice President in the 
country.

• It is not concerned with the elections to panchayats and municipalities in the states. 
For this, the Constitution of India provides for a separate State Election Commission.



• Part XV (Article 324-329): It deals with elections and establishes a commission for 
these matters.

• Article 324: Superintendence, direction and control of elections to be vested in an 
Election Commission.

• Article 325: No person to be ineligible for inclusion in, or to claim to be included in a 
special, electoral roll-on grounds of religion, race, caste or sex.

• Article 326: Elections to the House of the People and to the Legislative Assemblies of 
States to be based on adult suffrage.

• Article 327: Power of Parliament to make provision with respect to elections to 
Legislatures.

• Article 328: Power of Legislature of a State to make provision with respect to 
elections to such Legislature.

• Article 329: Bar to interference by courts in electoral matters.



• Originally the commission had only one election commissioner but after the Election Commissioner 
Amendment Act 1989, it was made a multi-member body.

• The Election Commission shall consist of the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and such number of 
other election commissioners, if any, as the President may from time-to-time fix.

• Presently, it consists of the CEC and two Election Commissioners (ECs).
• At the state level, the election commission is helped by the Chief Electoral Officer.

Appointment & Tenure of Commissioners:
• The President appoints CEC and Election Commissioners as per the CEC and Other ECs (Appointment, 

Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023.
• They have a fixed tenure of six years, or up to the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier.
• The salary and conditions of service of the CEC and ECs will be equivalent to that of the Supreme 

Court Judge.

• Removal:
• They can resign anytime or can also be removed before the expiry of their term.
• The CEC can be removed from office only through a process of removal similar to that of a SC judge by 

Parliament, while ECs can only be removed on the recommendation of the CEC.



Anoop Baranwal vs Union of India Case, 2023

• A five-judge bench of the Supreme Court (SC) unanimously ruled that the 
appointment of the Chief Election Commissioner and the Election Commissioners 
shall be made by the President on the advice of a Committee consisting of the Prime 
Minister, the Leader of the Opposition of the Lok Sabha and Chief Justice of India 
(CJI).

• The Parliament passed the Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election 
Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Act, 2023, in 
response to the directive of the Supreme Court in the Anoop Baranwal v Union of 
India case, 2023.



Q. Consider the following statements: (2017)

1. The Election Commission of India is a five-member body.
2. The Union Ministry of Home Affairs decides the election schedule for the conduct of 

both general elections and bye-elections.
3. Election Commission resolves the disputes relating to splits/mergers of recognised 

political parties.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 3 only



Which of the following special powers have been conferred on the Rajya Sabha by the 
Constitution of India?

(a) To change the existing territory of a State and to change the name of a State

(b) To pass a resolution empowering the Parliament to make laws in the State List and 
to create one or more All India Services

(c) To amend the election procedure of the President and to determine the pension of 
the President after his/her retirement

(d) To determine the functions of the Election Commission and to determine the 
number of Election Commissioners



Mains Question

Election Commission of India plays a pivotal role in ensuring free, fair, and credible elections in the world’s 
largest democracy.
Critically examine the constitutional mandate, powers, and functions of the Election Commission of India. 
In light of recent debates, discuss the challenges related to its autonomy, neutrality, and accountability, and 
suggest measures to strengthen its institutional independence.
(250 words | 15 marks)

“भारत का निर्ााचि आयोग भारत के लोकताांत्रिक ढाांचे में स्वतांि, निष्पक्ष एवां पारदर्शी चुिाव सुनिश्चचत 
करिे में कें द्रीय भूममका निभाता है।
इसके सांवैधानिक प्रावधािों, र्शश्ततयों एवां कायों की समालोचिात्मक वववेचिा कीश्िए। साथ ही, हाल के वर्षों 
में इसके स्वायत्तता, निष्पक्षता एवां िवाबदेही से िुड ेमुद्दों पर चचाा करते हुए इसकी सांस्थागत स्वतांिता 
को सुदृढ़ करिे हेतु उपाय सुझाइए।
(250 र्शब्द | 15 अांक)
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• On the second anniversary of India’s maiden solar mission Aditya-L1 reaching the Lagrangian 
point (L1), the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) on Tuesday made the 
Announcement of Opportunity (AO) soliciting proposals for the first AO cycle observations.

• The Aditya-L1 spacecraft reached the L1 point on January 6, 2024, 127 days after it was 
launched on September 2, 2023, and since then has been making continuous and 
comprehensive observations of the Sun from the Sun–Earth L1 point.

• According to ISRO, scientific data from the mission are regularly released in public domain 
for global scientific utilisation.

• It added that this L1 point, located approximately 1.5 million kilometers away from Earth, 
offers the unique advantage of continuous, uninterrupted observation of the Sun, free from 
eclipses or occultation.



• Aditya-L1 was launched by ISRO using Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) XL.

• It will collect data for five years by continuously observing the Sun.

• ISRO will become the third space agency after NASA and the European Space Agency 
(ESA) to place an observatory at the L1 point between the Earth and the Sun.

• To study the solar atmosphere, which includes corona, chromosphere, and 
photoshere.

• To examine solar emissions, including solar winds, flares, and Coronal Mass Ejections 
(CMEs), and see how they drive space weather.





Solar Atmosphere
• Corona: It is the outermost layer of the Sun’s atmosphere. It is a distinctive atmosphere of plasma 

that surrounds the Sun.
• Chromosphere: It is just below the corona. It is a relatively thin layer of burning gases.
• Photosphere: It is the lowest layer of the solar atmosphere and the Sun’s visible surface. The bright 

outer layer of the Sun emits most of the radiation.

Solar Emissions
• Solar winds: They are streams of plasma particles ejected from the Sun’s outermost atmosphere.
• The Sun’s magnetic field causes them.
• They can cause auroras and geomagnetic storms.

• Coronal mass ejections (CMEs): They are large expulsion of plasma and magnetic fields from the Sun’s 
outermost atmosphere.

• They can cause geomagnetic storms and damage the Earth’s magnetic field.
• Solar flares: They are intense eruptions of electromagnetic radiation in the Sun’s atmosphere caused 

by the release of magnetic energy from sunspots.
• They can be damaging to satellites and electronics on Earth.



• A Lagrange point is a point in space where the gravitational forces of two large 
bodies (such as the Sun and the Earth) balance the centrifugal force experienced by a 
smaller object (such as a satellite), allowing it to remain ‘fixed’ in relation to the 
larger bodies.

• For any two celestial bodies, there are five Lagrange points (L1 to L5).

• Of the five Lagrangian points between the Earth and the Sun, there are:

• Three unstable points (L1, L2, & L3): If disturbed, objects placed at these points will 
drift away and require constant adjustments to stay in position.

• Two stable points (L4 & L5): Objects at these points orbit around these points; do 
not drift away.



The term 'Goldilocks Zone' is often seen news in the context of

(a) the limits of habitable zone above the surface of the Earth

(b) regions inside the Earth where shale gas is available

(c) search for the Earth-like planets in outer space

(d) search for meteorites containing precious metals
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• In the digital age, our greatest tools of productivity — the smartphone, the laptop, the 
instantaneous email — have become our silent, 24X7 taskmasters. 

• They have eroded the vital boundary between professional life and personal well-being, 
turning evenings, weekends, and even holidays, into extensions of the workday. 

• This culture of constant availability is not a badge of dedication; it is a creeping sickness, and 
its diagnosis is writ large across the face of the Indian workforce. 

• The time has come for India to officially legislate a fundamental right for its citizens: the 
right to disconnect.

• As the proposer of a Private Member’s Bill advocating this very measure, I believe that this 
is not merely a piece of progressive labour reform.



• The names of 10.56 lakh voters have been deleted on the draft electoral rolls of 
Assam which were published on Saturday after a house-to-house verification of the 
voter lists during the special revision exercise conducted by the Election Commission 
in the State from November 22 to December 20.

• According to the International Labour Organization (ILO), a staggering 51% of India’s 
workforce works more than 49 hours per week, placing the country second globally 
for extended working hours. 

• This is an unsustainable pace. The human cost of this relentless cycle is even more 
alarming: 78% of employees in India report experiencing job burnout, leading 
inevitably to physical and emotional exhaustion.



• This crisis of perpetual availability is not a matter of feeling fatigued; it translates 
directly into severe health conditions. The lack of a proper work-life balance 
contributes significantly to lifestyle diseases such as hypertension, diabetes, anxiety 
and depression. 

• These are not just individual tragedies; they are a societal burden that drains our 
health-care system and severely impairs organisational productivity. A fatigued 
worker is less creative, more prone to error, and, ultimately, less productive. 

• The Occupational Safety, Health, and Working Conditions Code, 2020, sets a 
maximum limit on working hours for traditional “workers”, but critically, it often fails 
to extend the same protection to all “employees”, particularly contractual, freelance, 
and gig workers.



• France, a pioneer in this area, introduced the “right to disconnect” as far back as 
2017. Since then, Portugal, Italy, Ireland, and Australia have followed suit, 
embedding similar protections into their labour codes.

• The right to disconnect is an investment. 

• It is an acknowledgment that well-rested minds are sharper, more innovative and 
more committed in the long run. 

• By allowing employees to genuinely recharge and recover, we are not simply 
reducing working hours. We are dramatically enhancing the quality of those hours 
spent on the job.



With reference to the Parliament of India, consider the following statements:

1. A private member’s bill is a bill presented by a Member of Parliament who is not 
elected but only nominated by the President of India.

2. Recently, a private member’s bill has been passed in the Parliament of India for the 
first time in its history

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2



Mains Question

In the era of digitalisation and remote working, the boundaries between professional and personal life are 
increasingly getting blurred.
In this context, discuss the concept of the Right to Disconnect. Examine its significance for workers’ mental 
health, work-life balance, and labour rights in India. Should India consider a statutory framework to 
recognise this right? Give reasons in support of your answer.
(250 words | 15 marks)

“डिश्िटलीकरण, वका -फ्रॉम-होम और गगग अथाव्यवस्था के दौर में कायास्थल और व्यश्ततगत िीवि के बीच 
की सीमाएँ लगातार धुांधली होती िा रही हैं।
इस सांदभा में ‘डिस्किेक्ट होिे के अधिकार (Right to Disconnect)’ की अवधारणा को स्पष्ट कीश्िए। भारत 
में श्रममकों के मािमसक स्वास््य, काया-िीवि सांतुलि तथा श्रम अगधकारों की सुरक्षा के मलए इसकी 
प्रासांगगकता का परीक्षण कीश्िए। तया भारत में इसे कािूिी मान्यता दी िािी चाहहए? तका  सहहत उत्तर 
दीश्िए।
(250 र्शब्द | 15 अांक)
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• Iran must initiate reforms and re-engage with the world

• While the government has promised to address the economic grievances of the traders, it 
has also warned of a harsh response to “rioters”. At least 12 people have been killed in the 
past week with the protests spreading. 

• This renewed cycle of unrest comes amid the deepening economic vulnerabilities and 
political risks confronting Iran’s theocratic state, just six months after it survived a fierce 12-
day war with Israel. 

• What makes the protests challenging for Iran’s rulers is the perceived involvement of foreign 
powers.

• On January 2, U.S. President Donald Trump, who had ordered strikes on Iranian nuclear 
facilities during the June 2025 war between Iran and Israel, threatened Iran that the U.S. 
was “locked and loaded” to use force if protesters were killed.



• In October, food inflation hit 64%, the second highest after South Sudan. The rial has 
lost 60% of its value since the June war, while oil exports in 2025 fell by about 7% 
from its 2024 average. Power outages have become a daily reality. 

• Washington’s policy of economic squeeze and threats is deepening the suffering of 
ordinary Iranians while turning the regime more paranoid. 

• If the U.S. genuinely seeks to resolve the Iran problem, it should engage with and 
empower Mr. Pezeshkian, rather than threatening Tehran on Israel’s behalf. 

• Iran’s rulers should also be open for reforms. The regime’s default response to any 
crisis has been to blame external forces, but it ignores a more fundamental reality. 



Mains Question

Iran has emerged as a key geopolitical actor in West Asia, influencing regional stability, energy security, and 
global power dynamics.
Critically analyse Iran’s regional and global role in the context of its nuclear programme, international 
sanctions, and evolving geopolitics of West Asia. Examine the implications of these developments for 
India’s strategic, economic, and energy interests.
(250 words | 15 marks)

“ईराि पश्चचम एमर्शया की भू-राििीनत में एक महत्वपूणा र्शश्तत के रूप में उभरा है, श्िसकी भूममका ऊिाा 
सुरक्षा, के्षिीय सांघर्षों और वैश्चवक र्शश्तत सांतुलि को प्रभाववत करती है।
इस सांदभा में, ईराि की क्षेिीय एवां वैश्चवक भूममका का समालोचिात्मक ववचलेर्षण कीश्िए। साथ ही, ईराि 
पर लगे अांतरराष्रीय प्रनतबांधों, परमाणु कायाक्रम तथा पश्चचम एमर्शया में बदलते भ-ूराििीनतक पररदृचय के 
भारत के हहतों पर पडिे वाले प्रभावों की चचाा कीश्िए।
(250 र्शब्द | 15 अांक)
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• It is axiomatic that Article 2(4) of the United Nations Charter proscribes the use of 
force in international relations.

• Article 2(4) permits only two narrow exceptions: force may be used in self-defence 
or with the authorisation of the UN Security Council. None is present in the extant 
case.

• The other legal issue this case has thrown up is the treatment of President Maduro. 

• As the International Court of Justice held in the Arrest Warrant Case (Democratic 
Republic of the Congo vs Belgium), heads of state enjoy inviolability and immunity 
ratione personae (personal immunity) from the criminal jurisdiction of a foreign 
court. 



• Accordingly, the U.S. courts lack jurisdiction to try President Maduro for the alleged 
criminal activities. 

• The argument that Mr. Maduro is not the legitimate President of Venezuela because 
he came to office through rigged elections in 2024, or that the U.S. does not 
recognise Mr. Maduro as a legitimate President, cuts no ice under international law.

• Article 2(4) of the UN Charter is one of them. Authoritarian regimes will continue to 
assault these norms and treat international law with utter derision.





Page No. 14, GS 1



• Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan on Tuesday officially released 55 volumes of 
literary works in classical Indian languages such as Kannada, Odia, Telugu, Malayalam, and 
Tamil, along with a sign-language series of the Tirukkural by Tamil poet Thiruvalluvar.

• A government statement said that of these literary works, 41 were brought out by the 
Centres of Excellence for Classical Languages under the Central Institute of Indian Languages 
(CIIL). 

• In addition, 13 books and the sign language series of Tirukkural have been brought out by 
the Central Institute of Classical Tamil.

• In one such post in Tamil, the Union Minister said that the released books had six 
Malayalam translations of Sangam-period works such as Purananooru, Pathitrupathu, and 
Pathuppattu, and later period works such as Nanmanikkatigai, Nanarpattu, and 
Muthollayiram. A Telugu translation of Silappathikaram, one of the five great epics, is also 
included in this.



• In another post about the works released in Odia, Mr. Pradhan said this was a “proud 
moment for the world of Odia literature and culture”. He noted how works such as 
Charyapada and Madalapanji would create a “new introduction to the rich vocabulary of the 
Odia language”, also mentioning how the English and Hindi translations would “help bring 
Odisha’s history closer to non-Odia readers.”

• In 2004, the Indian government began designating languages as "Classical Languages" to 
acknowledge and preserve their ancient legacy. 

• The 11 classical languages of India serve as custodians of the nation's rich cultural heritage, 
representing key historical and cultural milestones for their communities. 

• Other than 6 languages, Marathi, Pali, Prakrit, Assamese, and Bengali have been included in 
the prestigious category.





• Criteria: It was revised in 2005 and 2024 on the recommendations of Linguistic Experts Committees 
(LEC) under Sahitya Akademi.

• Revised criteria in 2005 are as follows:

• High Antiquity:  Early texts and recorded history spanning 1,500–2,000 years.
• Ancient Literature: Possession of a body of ancient literature/texts considered valuable heritage by 

generations.
• Knowledge Texts: Presence of an original literary tradition not borrowed from another speech 

community.
• Distinct Evolution: The classical language and literature are distinct from modern, there can also be a 

discontinuity between the classical language and its later forms or its offshoots.

• In 2024, criteria for declaring a language as classical were revised.
• Under which “Knowledge Texts: Presence of an original literary tradition not borrowed from another 

speech community” was replaced by “Knowledge texts, especially prose texts in addition to poetry, 
epigraphical and inscriptional evidence”.



Benefits: 

• Languages designated as 'classical' receive various government benefits aimed at 
promoting their study and preservation. 

• Two international awards are given annually to scholars who have made notable 
contributions to the research, teaching, or promotion of classical Indian languages.  

• These are the Presidential Award of Certificate of Honour and the Maharshi 
Badrayan Samman Award. 

• The University Grants Commission (UGC) supports the creation of Professional Chairs 
in central universities and research institutions to focus on classical Indian 
languages. 

• To safeguard and promote these linguistic treasures, government established the 
Center of Excellence for Studies in Classical Languages at the Central Institute of 
Indian Languages (CIIL) in Mysore.



Q. Consider the following languages: (2014)

1. Gujarati 
2. Kannada
3. Telugu
Which of the above has/have been declared as ‘Classical Language/Languages’ by the 
Government? 

(a) 1 and 2 only  
(b) 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only  
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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• Competition Commission of India (CCI) is a statutory body of the Government of India responsible for 
enforcing the Competition Act, 2002, it was duly constituted in March 2009.

• The Monopolies and Restrictive Trade Practices Act, 1969 (MRTP Act) was repealed and replaced by 
the Competition Act, 2002, on the recommendations of the Raghavan committee.

Composition:
• The Commission consists of one Chairperson and six Members who shall be appointed by the Central 

Government.

• The Chairperson and every other Member shall be a person of ability, integrity and standing and who, 
has been, or is qualified to be a judge of a High Court, or, has special knowledge of, and professional 
experience of not less than fifteen years in international trade, economics, business, commerce, law, 
finance, accountancy, management, industry, public affairs, administration or in any other matter 
which, in the opinion of the Central Government, may be useful to the Commission.



Somnath Temple



• Prime Minister of India highlighted the thousand-year survival of the Somnath 
Temple, marking 1,000 years since the 1026 attack by Mahmud of Ghazni.

• The Somnath Temple is one of the 12 sacred Jyotirlingas of Lord Shiva, revered 
across Hindu tradition. It is often called the “Eternal Shrine” due to its repeated 
destruction and reconstruction over centuries.

• Location:

• Prabhas Patan, near Veraval, in the Saurashtra region of Gujarat

• Situated on the Arabian Sea coast, at the confluence (Triveni Sangam) of the Kapila, 
Hiran, and Saraswati rivers



History of the temple:

• Ancient origins: References in the Shiva Purana and inscriptions suggest worship 
since antiquity, with multiple pre-medieval reconstructions.

• 1026 CE: Attacked and plundered by Mahmud of Ghazni, marking the most cited 
historical rupture.

• Medieval period: Rebuilt several times by rulers such as Kumarapala (12th century) 
and Chudasama kings, and destroyed again under Sultanate invasions.

• Repeated cycle: Historical records indicate the temple was destroyed six times and 
rebuilt each time, reinforcing its symbolic resilience.



• Key architectural features:

• Built in the Chaulukya (Solanki) style of temple architecture
• Features a lofty shikhara, intricate stone carvings, and a grand garbhagriha housing the 

Jyotirlinga
• A notable inscription states that from the temple’s southern arrow, there is no landmass till 

the South Pole, symbolising cosmic alignment
• Modern reconstruction:

• Post-Independence revival (1947–51): Initiated by Vallabhbhai Patel, who viewed 
reconstruction as a civilisational duty.

• Executed by architect Prabhashankar Sompura using traditional methods.
• Inaugurated on 11 May 1951 by Rajendra Prasad, despite political differences of the time.
• Today, the temple is managed by the Somnath Trust, chaired by the Prime Minister of India.
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