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Child marriage



• The Government of India has intensified efforts to eliminate child marriage through 
the Bal Vivah Mukt Bharat (BVMB) campaign, aiming to reduce prevalence by 10% 
by 2026 and make India child marriage-free by 2030.

• Child marriage refers to any marital union where the female is below 18 years or the 
male below 21 years of age.

• India’s fight against child marriage dates back to 19th-century social reform 
movements led by Raja Rammohan Roy, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, and Jyotirao 
Phule.

• Age of Consent Act, 1891: First legal attempt to address early marriage.

• Child Marriage Restraint Act (Sarda Act), 1929: Set minimum marriage age at 14 for 
girls and 18 for boys.



• Amendments (1948 & 1978): Raised age to 18 for girls and 21 for boys.
• Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (PCMA), 2006: Shifted focus from restraint to 

prohibition, protection, and punishment.

• Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006: Declares child marriages voidable (and void 
in cases of force, trafficking, or deceit); provides for Child Marriage Prohibition 
Officers (CMPOs).

• Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023: Sexual relations with a wife below 18 years 
constitute rape.

• POCSO Act, 2012: Treats sexual assault within child marriage as aggravated 
penetrative sexual assault.



• Reduce prevalence by 10% by 2026.

• Eliminate child marriage by 2030, in line with SDG 5.3.

• Achieve district- and panchayat-level “child marriage-free” status through 
community-driven enforcement and awareness.

Current trends in India:

• Prevalence: NFHS-5 (2019–21) shows 23% of women aged 20–24 were married 
before 18, a decline from previous decades but still significant.

• Regional concentration: Higher prevalence in states like West Bengal, Bihar, Uttar 
Pradesh, and parts of central and eastern India.



Mains Question

Q. “Child marriage is not merely a violation of individual rights but a structural challenge 
to India’s human capital development.”
Examine the statement by linking child marriage with outcomes in health, education, 
gender equality, and demographic transition in India.
(250 words | 15 marks)

“प्रश्न. “बाल वििाह केिल व्यक्तिगि अधिकारों का उल्लघंन नह ं है, बक्ल्क भारि के 
मानि प ंजी विकास के ललए एक सरंचनात्मक चुनौिी है।”
इस कथन की भारि के सदंभभ में स्िास््य, लिक्षा, लैंधगक समानिा िथा जनसांक्ययकीय 
सकं्रमण से जोड़िे हुए समीक्षा कीक्जए।
(250 िब्द | 15 अकं)
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• Attorney-General R. Venkataramani has said in a written opinion that the Digital Personal 
Data Protection Act, 2023 did not “dilute” the Right to Information Act, 2005, a government 
source said.

• Civil society groups and transparency advocates have argued that the Act’s amendment of 
Section 8(1)(j), turning a partial exemption for government bodies to turn over “personal” 
information into a total exemption, undermined transparency.

• “Section 8(2) of the RTI Act, 2005 mandates disclosure of exempted information whenever 
public interest outweighs harm,” the opinion said. Mr. Venkataramani declined to confirm 
authorship of the opinion when contacted by The Hindu.

• “There is no dilution of accountability and transparency due to [the] DPDP Act. It only 
provides a legal framework to ensure balance between privacy and transparency, as 
mandated by the Supreme Court in the Puttaswamy case judgment.”



• The earlier language of Section 8(1)(j) exempted from providing “information which 
relates to personal information the disclosure of which has no relationship to any 
public activity or interest, or which would cause unwarranted invasion of the privacy 
of the individual unless the Central Public Information Officer or the State Public 
Information Officer or the appellate authority, as the case may be, is satisfied that 
the larger public interest justifies the disclosure of such information,” with a proviso 
that information that cannot be denied to Parliament cannot be denied to citizens. 

• The Centre, which notified the RTI amendment in November 2025, even as other 
parts of the DPDP Act were given a 12-18 month implementation timeline, has made 
a similar argument. 

• Section 8(1) of the RTI Act lists out exemptions where “there shall be no obligation 
to give any citizen” information in response to a request.



Under which of the following Articles of the Constitution of India, has the Supreme 
Court of India placed the Right to Privacy?

(a) Article 15

(b) Article 16

(c) Article 19

(d) Article 21



‘Right to Privacy’ is protected under which Article of the Constitution of India?

(a) Article 15

(b) Article 19

(c) Article 21

(d) Article 29



‘Right to Privacy’ is protected under which Article of the Constitution of India?

(a) Article 15

(b) Article 19

(c) Article 21

(d) Article 29



Right to Privacy is protected as an intrinsic part of Right to Life and Personal Liberty. 
Which of the following in the Constitution of India correctly and appropriately imply 
the above statement?

(a) Article 14 and the provisions under the 42nd Amendment to the Constitution.

(b) Article 17 and the Directive Principles of State Policy in Part IV.

(c) Article 21 and the freedoms guaranteed in Part III.

(d) Article 24 and the provisions under the 44th Amendment to the Constitution.
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• The Enforcement Directorate (ED)’s searches on January 8, in Kolkata, at locations 
linked to the Indian Political Action Committee (I-PAC), are a development set to be 
repeated in the run-up to the West Bengal Assembly election. 

• I-PAC is a political consultancy firm that spearheaded the ruling Trinamool Congress 
(TMC)’s election campaign in 2021. 

• The ED said the searches were part of an ongoing money laundering investigation, 
unrelated to the election, and aimed at tracing the proceeds of the crime. 

• Regardless of the merits of the case, the ED’s action and its timing bring into the 
spotlight several issues related to the fairness and integrity of the electoral process, 
Centre-State relations, and election funding. 



• The Enforcement Directorate is a multi-disciplinary organisation mandated to 
investigate offences of money laundering and violations of foreign exchange laws.

• It was established in the year 1956 as an ‘Enforcement Unit’ under the Department 
of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance.

• Later, in 1957, this Unit was renamed as ‘Enforcement Directorate’ & administrative 
control transferred to the Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance.

• Headquarters: New Delhi | Five regional offices located in Mumbai, Chennai, 
Chandigarh, Kolkata, and Delhi.

• Headed by: Director of Enforcement.
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• President Donald Trump’s urgency to push the Russia Sanctions Bill through 
Congress, granting him the power to impose tariffs of up to 500% on nations buying 
oil from Moscow, is officially framed as a punitive measure to weaken Russia’s war 
economy. 

• This twin focus on Russian sanctions and Venezuelan oil assets suggests that both 
measures are less about geopolitical ‘penalisation’ and more about protecting the 
petrodollar’s dominance at a time when its hegemony is eroding. 

• For decades, oil has been priced and largely settled in U.S. dollars. 

• That system underpinned the dollar’s centrality in global finance for much of the late 
20th century.



• But since the sanctions on Russia following its 2014 annexation of Crimea, and, more 
vigorously, after the Ukraine invasion in 2022, major consumers such as China and India 
have deepened trading arrangements that circumvent the dollar. 

• India, for instance, imported substantial volumes of Russian crude since 2022, accounting for 
more than 20% of Russia’s war-period crude exports. 

• China’s purchases were even larger, reflecting its strategy to secure energy at a discount and 
experiment with non-dollar settlement mechanisms.

• China’s use of the yuan in energy trade has significantly enhanced the internationalisation of 
the renminbi. 

• India has also reportedly begun paying for some Russian crude in yuan, signalling small but 
telling shifts in how global energy commerce is conducted.



• Meanwhile, the oil market is evolving with the global energy transition — electric vehicles sales, led 
by China, are reshaping demand patterns. 

• Mr. Trump’s “return to oil” rhetoric and policy thrust must thus be read in the context of this 
transition. 

• China’s dominance in the EV ecosystem represents a structural challenge not just to oil firms but also 
to the broader economic and financial architectures that supported U.S. dominance for decades. 

• In this light, it is not far-fetched to argue that America’s aggressive moves in Venezuela and its 
hardline strategy against Moscow on oil (and not much else) are aimed more at curtailing China’s 
expanding influence — both in energy markets and in pushing alternatives to the petrodollar — than 
at addressing geopolitical grievances. 

• Moreover, the spectre of a parallel currency arrangement contemplated by BRICS as a challenge to 
the ‘mighty dollar’ further unsettles traditional dollar-centric financial orders. 



• The petrodollar is any U.S. dollar paid to oil-exporting countries in exchange.

• The 1944 Bretton Woods conference established the U.S. dollar as the world's 
reserve currency After World War II, the United States held most of the world's 
supply of gold.

• This term emerged in the early 1970s when the US and Saudi Arabia struck a deal to 
stabilize the oil market after the US went off the gold standard.

• While China has made significant strides in expanding its global influence, the U.S. 
dollar continues to hold sway due to the robust economic and political foundations 
of the United States. 



Mains Question

Q. The growing discourse on de-dollarisation reflects both economic aspirations and 
geopolitical contestations in the global order. Critically examine the drivers behind de-
dollarisation efforts by various countries. What are the implications of this trend for global 
financial stability and India’s economic and strategic interests?

(250 words | 15 marks)

“प्रश्न. डी-डॉलराइजेिन पर बढ़िी िैक्विक चचाभ, िैक्विक व्यिस्था में आधथभक आकांक्षाओं 
और भ -राजनीतिक प्रतिस्पिाभओं दोनों को प्रतिबबबंबि करिी है।
विलभन्न देिों द्िारा डी-डॉलराइजेिन के प्रयासों के पीछे के कारणों का समालोचनात्मक 
पर क्षण कीक्जए। िैक्विक वित्तीय क्स्थरिा िथा भारि के आधथभक एिं रणनीतिक हहिों पर 
इसके प्रभािों की चचाभ कीक्जए।
(250 िब्द | 15 अकं)
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• The new criminal laws are said to be pro-women in their scope, but the suicide of a young 
lady doctor in Phaltan, in Satara district, Maharashtra, in October 2025, was a wake-up call 
that much needs to be done still. 

• The doctor had written a note on the palm of her hand that alleged rape and harassment by 
a police official and another man.

• Her passing highlights the first crime, which is the failure of administrative systems that 
purportedly disregarded her pleas for help. The second crime is derived from this, which is 
the public character assassination that follows when a victim’s family begin their quest for 
justice.

• This secondary victimisation by society was evident in the comments made by the 
Chairperson of the Maharashtra State Commission for Women, who, in public statements, 
had details about the victim’s private communication and relationships. 



• The core of the legal mandate to protect a victim’s dignity lies in the Criminal Law 
(Amendment) Act, 2013, often called the “Nirbhaya Act”. These amendments were 
legislative acts of conscience, specifically designed to dismantle the very foundation 
of character assassination in rape trials, often used in the public sphere.

• The addition of Section 53A of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, now Section 50 of the 
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA), 2023, legally implies that a woman’s personal 
life, her friendships, messages or habits cannot be used by the defence to argue that 
she “deserved it” or that her consent should be presumed.

• The amendment to Section 146, Indian Evidence Act (Section 48 of BSA) is to prohibit 
questions being put to a victim during cross-examination regarding her “general 
immoral character or previous sexual experience”. 



• In The State Of Punjab vs Gurmit Singh & Ors. (1996), the Court emphatically stated 
that the victim’s testimony should not be viewed with suspicion simply because she 
is a woman. It warned against dismissing a victim’s evidence based on a perception 
of “loose morals”, stating that every woman, regardless of her character, has the 
right to refuse sexual intercourse.

• Second, insult to injury. The Court has repeatedly observed, under wider scope, that 
subjecting a victim to intense scrutiny, searching for minor discrepancies, and casting 
aspersions on her character only add “insult to injury” — a clear condemnation of 
the very essence of victim-blaming. In the Phaltan case, the victim’s family had to 
face this.

• Third, the ban on identity disclosure (Section 228A of the Indian Penal Code, now 
Section 72 of the BNS).



Consider the following statements regarding ‘Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam’:

1. Provisions will come into effect from the 18th Lok Sabha.
2. This will be in force for 15 years after becoming an Act.
3. There are provisions for the reservation of seats for Scheduled Castes Women 

within the quota reserved for the Scheduled Castes.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1, 2 and 3
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1 and 3 only



Mains Question

Q. Character assassination of women, especially in public and digital spaces, reflects deep-rooted 
patriarchal attitudes and weak accountability mechanisms.
Critically examine the social, psychological, and institutional factors that enable character assassination of 
women in India. Discuss the role of law, media, and civil society in preventing and addressing this 
phenomenon.
(250 words | 15 marks)

“प्रश्न. वििेषकर सािभजतनक और डडक्जटल मंचों पर महहलाओं का चररत्र हनन गहर  जड़ें जमाए 
वपिसृत्तात्मक सोच और कमजोर जिाबदेह  िंत्र को दिाभिा है।
भारि में महहलाओं के चररत्र हनन को बढ़ािा देने िाले सामाक्जक, मनोिैज्ञातनक िथा संस्थागि कारकों का 
समालोचनात्मक विवलेषण कीक्जए। इस समस्या की रोकथाम एिं समािान में कान न, मीडडया िथा 
नागररक समाज की भ लमका की चचाभ कीक्जए।
(250 िब्द | 15 अंक)
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• Israel’s decision, in December 2025, to recognise Somaliland as an independent sovereign 
state marks a significant diplomatic rupture in the Horn of Africa. 

• For Beijing, Somaliland sits at the intersection of three core interests: safeguarding the “One 
China” principle, securing the Red Sea corridor, and controlling the intensifying great-power 
competition in Africa.

• From that perspective, Beijing’s response has been predictable. 

• China has condemned Israel’s decision as an endorsement of separatism, reiterating that 
Somaliland is an “inseparable part” of Somalia. 

• In 2020, Somaliland decided to establish official ties with Taipei, which directly challenged 
the “One China” principle.



• The Bab el-Mandeb Strait, linking the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden, is a critical choke 
point for Chinese trade and energy flows under the Maritime Silk Road. 

• Beijing has repeatedly described the route as a “jugular vein” for global commerce. 

• Its first overseas military base in the neighbouring Djibouti was established in 2017 
precisely to protect these interests and ensure a sustained Chinese security presence 
near this choke point.

•  Beijing may resort to hybrid warfare, which will include economic coercion against 
Somaliland, lobbying political elites, as well as targeted information campaigns. 





PANKHUDI portal



• Union Minister has launched PANKHUDI, an integrated digital portal to enhance ease 
of living for women and children by streamlining CSR partnerships and stakeholder 
collaboration.

• A single-window, integrated digital platform that facilitates CSR and voluntary 
partnerships for women and child development, enabling transparent contributions, 
proposal tracking, and outcome monitoring across priority social sectors.

• Ministry: Ministry of Women and Child Development

• Aim: To strengthen coordination, transparency, and structured participation among 
government, citizens, NRIs, NGOs, and corporates, thereby improving service 
delivery and outcomes for women and children nationwide.



Key features:

• Unified CSR interface: One platform for individuals, NRIs, NGOs, corporates, and 
government agencies.

• Priority themes: Nutrition, health, Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), child 
welfare & protection, and women’s safety & empowerment.

• Flagship mission support: Digitally strengthens implementation of Mission Saksham 
Anganwadi & Poshan 2.0, Mission Vatsalya, and Mission Shakti through defined 
workflows.

• End-to-end transparency: Online registration, proposal submission, approvals, and 
real-time tracking; non-cash contributions only to ensure traceability.

• Scale of impact: Improves infrastructure and services across 14+ lakh Anganwadi 
Centres, ~5,000 Child Care Institutions, ~800 One Stop Centres, ~500 Shakhi Niwas, 
and ~400 Shakti Sadan.



UPSC Essay

• Girls are Weighed Down by Restrictions, Boys With Demands — Two Equally Harmful 
Disciplines
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