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• Authorities swung into action on Sunday following the death of two children due to 
Guillain-Barré Syndrome (GBS) in Madhya Pradesh’s Neemuch district. Eighteen 
cases have been detected over the past few days, officials said.

• According to officials, Sonu Soni, 15, and Keshav Detwal, 6, residents of Neemuch’s 
Manasa area, died due to the immunological nerve disorder while nine confirmed 
cases and nine suspected cases are receiving treatment at hospitals.

• GBS is an autoimmune disorder where the immune system attacks peripheral 
nerves, causing muscle weakness and, in severe cases, paralysis.

• It is rare, affecting 1–2 per 100,000 people annually.





• It is more common in adults and males.
• It is often triggered by viral or bacterial infections, especially Campylobacter jejuni (a 

cause of gastroenteritis), influenza, Epstein-Barr virus, Zika virus, or, in rare cases, 
vaccinations.

Its Symptoms: 

• Early signs: Tingling, weakness in legs spreading to the upper body, pins-and-needles 
sensation, back pain.

• Severe cases: Paralysis, breathing difficulties, loss of speech, vision problems.

• Complications: Can affect the autonomic nervous system, leading to irregular 
heartbeat, blood pressure fluctuations, and potential respiratory failure.



• Plasma Exchange (Plasmapheresis): Removes harmful antibodies attacking 
nerves.

• Intravenous Immunoglobulin (IVIG) Therapy: Injects healthy antibodies to 
counteract immune attacks.

• Supportive care: Some patients require ventilator support, physical 
therapy, and months to years of rehabilitation.



In the context of vaccines manufactured to prevent COVID-19 pandemic, consider the 
following statements:

1. The Serum Institute of India produced COVID-19 vaccine named Covishield using 
mRNA platform.

2. Sputnik V vaccine is manufactured using vector-based platform.
3. COVAXIN is an inactivated pathogen-based vaccine.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3



Mains Question

Q. “Access to safe and clean drinking water is not merely a welfare issue but a foundational 
requirement for public health, economic productivity, and social equity.”
In this context, examine the challenges faced by India in ensuring universal access to clean 
drinking water. Suggest policy and institutional measures to achieve sustainable water security.
(250 Words | 15 Marks)

प्र. “सुरक्षित एवं स्वच्छ पेयजल तक पहुुँच केवल एक कल्याणकारी ववषय नहीं, बल्ल्क साववजननक 
स्वास््य, आर्थवक उत्पादकता और सामाल्जक समानता की आधारशिला है।”
इस संदर्व में र्ारत में सर्ी के शलए स्वच्छ पेयजल उपलब्ध कराने में आने वाली चुनौनतयों का 
ववश्लेषण कील्जए। सतत जल सुरिा प्राप्त करने हेतु उपयुक्त नीनतगत एवं संस्थागत उपाय 
सुझाइए।
(250 शब्द | 15 अंक)
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• The Trump administration has vowed to slap a raft of European countries with a 10% 
tariff on “any and all goods” beginning on February 1 which is then set to increase to 
25% on June 1, until an agreement is reached on the U.S. demand to purchase or 
otherwise acquire the Denmark-administered Arctic territory of Greenland. 

• The latest round of tariffs will add to existing 15% U.S.-imposed trade duties on the 
countries targeted by the White House, which include Denmark, Finland, France, 
Germany, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, and the United Kingdom. 

• While French President Emmanuel Macron described the U.S. action as 
“unacceptable”, U.K. Prime Minister Keir Starmer said the move was “completely 
wrong”. 





• The targeted nations have sent a small number of troops to Greenland for what they 
have called a reconnaissance mission, essentially for military exercises that signal 
and reinforce Europe’s collective commitment to defending the autonomous Arctic 
territory. 

• Such emphasis by the European Union (EU) clearly reflects concern stemming from 
the fact that American troops recently entered Venezuela and kidnapped and 
transported its President Nicolás Maduro to the U.S., and Mr. Trump has since gone 
on record effectively warning that he might consider intervention — for different 
purposes and in different circumstances — in Colombia, Cuba, Mexico and Iran next.



Which one of the following statements best describes the 'Polar Code'?

(a) It is the international code of safety for ships operating in polar waters.

(b) It is the agreement of the countries around the North Pole regarding the 
demarcation of their territories in the polar region.

(c) It is a set of norms to be followed by the countries whose scientists undertake 
research studies in the North Pole and South Pole.

(d) It is a trade and security agreement of the member countries of the Arctic Council.
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• In an ongoing case relating to student suicides, the Supreme Court of India has 
issued nine directions to Central and State governments. 

• Recognising the massification of higher education front-ended by privatisation 
without a commensurate boost in quality, the Court has taken note of student 
distress covering financial, social, social injustice and academic issues. 

• The Court has invoked Article 142 of the Constitution and seven of the nine 
directions relate to record-keeping, reporting, and tracking suicides in higher 
education institutions (HEI) separately. 

• Two directives order the filling of the posts of Registrars and Vice-Chancellors as well 
as all vacant faculty positions. Evidently, the Court sees these steps as critical to 
student well-being.



• Across India, ground reportage shows that many public HEIs, especially universities, report 50% 
vacancies. The University of Madras is a case study as it is the premier State-administered HEI 
in Tamil Nadu — a State which leads the nation in enrolment in higher education and with a 
stellar record in women’s education. 

• With such a storied legacy, the university was known for quality research besides awarding 
degrees in affiliated colleges through examinations. Teaching became an important component 
in the late 1970s, but in the last decade, its decline has been pronounced. 

• No new faculty appointments have been made and the teaching strength is half of the 
sanctioned strength. 

• The university’s research component is just about functional. It boasts of centres for advanced 
studies such as in philosophy, botany and mathematics, but these are a shadow of their 
original selves. 



With reference to the Constitution of India, prohibitions or limitations or provisions contained in 
ordinary laws cannot act as prohibitions or limitations on the constitutional powers under Article 142. It 
could mean which one of the following?

(a) The decisions taken by the. Election Commission of India while discharging its duties cannot be 
challenged in any court of law.

(b) The Supreme Court of India is not constrained in the exercise of its powers by the laws made by 
Parliament.

(c) In the event of grave financial crisis in the country, the President of India can declare Financial 
Emergency without the counsel from the Cabinet.

(d) State Legislatures cannot make laws on certain matters without the concurrence of Union Legislature.



Mains Question

Q. “India’s demographic dividend can turn into a liability without an inclusive, equitable, and 
quality education system.”
In this context, critically examine the major challenges faced by India’s education sector. Suggest 
reforms required to make the education system more responsive to future workforce and societal 
needs.
(250 Words | 15 Marks)

प्र. “समावेिी, समान और गुणवत्तापूणव शििा व्यवस्था के बबना र्ारत का जनसांल्ययकीय लार्ांि 
एक बोझ में बदल सकता है।”
इस संदर्व में र्ारत की शििा प्रणाली के समि मौजूद प्रमुख चुनौनतयों का समालोचनात्मक 
ववश्लेषण कील्जए। र्ववष्य की कायवबल आवश्यकताओं और सामाल्जक जरूरतों के अनुरूप शििा 
व्यवस्था को सिम बनाने हेतु आवश्यक सुधार सुझाइए।
(250 शब्द | 15 अंक)
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• On January 13, a two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court of India, comprising Justice B.V. Nagarathna 
and Justice K.V. Viswanathan, delivered a split verdict on the challenge to the constitutional validity 
of Section 17A of the Prevention of Corruption (PC) Act, 1988 (“the section”), in The Centre for Public 
Interest Litigation (CPIL) vs Union of India.

• The case had challenged the constitutionality of the section that effectively provided that no police 
officer would conduct any inquiry or investigation into any offence alleged to have been committed 
by a public servant regarding any recommendation made or decision taken in the discharge of official 
functions, without the prior sanction of the appropriate government.

• The judgment came in the backdrop of the N.N. Vohra Committee (1993) that presented the 
frightening criminal nexus between highly-placed politicians, high-ranking bureaucrats, and criminal 
elements. 

• The Court held that equality before the law under Article 14 and the rule of law itself could only be 
preserved if investigative agencies are insulated from political, executive and bureaucratic 
interference.



•  When a Single Directive (a consolidated set of instructions issued to the Central Bureau of 
Investigation, or CBI, by various Ministries/Departments), requiring prior sanction of the 
designated authority before initiating investigation against certain categories of public 
servants, was issued, its legality was challenged.

• In Vineet Narain vs Union of India (1998) 1 SCC 226, the Court had quashed the Single 
Directive and held that the final opinion whether to investigate or not has to be made by the 
CBI and not by anyone else. 

• The executive on its own cannot foreclose inquiry into any allegation of corruption as that 
would be entering the domain of the investigative agency.

• To bypass the judgment in Vineet Narain, the central government enacted the Central 
Vigilance Commission Act, 2003. Here it introduced Section 6A to the Delhi Special Police 
Establishment Act (DSPE) Act, effectively reintroducing the Single Directive.



• The core disagreement between the two judges is on how to strike a constitutional 
balance between protecting honest decision-making public servants and ensuring an 
efficient anti-corruption regime. 

• There is partial agreement between the two judges on the provision being 
unconstitutional if the power of granting sanction for investigation was left with the 
government. 

• There remains disagreement on whether prior approval before inquiry or 
investigation by a police officer is an impermissible barrier (making the Section 
unconstitutional) or whether having an independent agency such as the Lokpal as a 
filter to prevent abuse would overcome this barrier (thereby upholding the Section’s 
constitutionality).



Consider the following organizations/bodies in India:

1. The National Commission for Backward Classes
2. The National Human Rights Commission
3. The National Law Commission
4. The National Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission
How many of the above constitutional bodies?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) Only three

(d) All four
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• Excavators discovered the Piprahwa Relics in 1898 at the Piprahwa Stupa in Uttar 
Pradesh, believed to be ancient Kapilavastu, the birthplace of Lord Buddha. 

• The relics include bone fragments, crystal caskets, gold ornaments, and other ritual 
offerings. 

• An inscription in Brahmi script on one casket links the relics directly to Lord Buddha, 
stating they were deposited by the Sakya clan. 

• India classifies the relics as ‘AA’ antiquities, granting them the highest level of legal 
protection under national law. 

• Indian law prohibits their sale or export, making any attempt to auction or remove 
them illegal. 

• While most relics were handed to the Indian Museum, Kolkata in 1899, descendants 
of British excavator William Claxton Peppé retained some relics, now surfacing in the 
auction market. 



• After the Buddha’s death (Mahaparinirvana), his cremated relics were divided 
among 8 kingdoms and a Brahmin named Drona, who coordinated their distribution.

• Each recipient built a Stupa to enshrine their share of the relics, creating important 
pilgrimage sites and early centers of Buddhist worship.

• The 9 stupas were located in Rajagriha, Vaishali, Kapilavastu, Allakappa, 
Ramagrama, Vethadipa, Pava, Kushinagar, and Pippalivana.

• Emperor Ashoka (3rd century BCE) redistributed the relics from these stupas into 
thousands of new stupas across his empire.

• The stupa at Ramagrama is unique because it is believed to remain untouched and 
still holds the original relics.
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• United States President Donald Trump has invited India to be a part of the Board of Peace 
for Gaza, sources in New Delhi said on Sunday.

• U.S. Ambassador Sergio Gor also shared a letter on social media from Mr. Trump to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi inviting India.

• The Board of Peace for Gaza comprises a group of countries that are being invited by the 
U.S. to provide a governance structure for the Gaza Strip, as Hamas is being pressured to 
give up its governance role in the territory as part of Mr. Trump’s peace plan.

• Officials unwilling to be named said that India has the “invite in hand”, though New Delhi 
has not responded as yet. This comes three days after Mr. Trump announced on social media 
that the Board of Peace had been formed and that its members would be announced 
“shortly”.



• The Trump peace plan for Gaza was first floated on September 29, 2025, when the 
U.S. President hosted Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at the White 
House. Following the announcement, Hamas agreed to return all 48 remaining 
hostages who were being held in Gaza in exchange for Palestinian prisoners in Israeli 
jails and Gaza detainees.

• As per the plan, Gaza will be administered by the “temporary transitional 
governance of a technocratic apolitical Palestinian committee”, which will consist of 
Palestinian and international experts. This transitional outfit will be supervised by 
the Board of Peace, to be headed by Mr. Trump and include “other members and 
heads of state”, as well as the United Kingdom’s former Prime Minister Tony Blair. 

• The Board of Peace is expected to handle funding for the “redevelopment of Gaza” 
till the Palestinian Authority has completed a “reform programme”.



• The U.S. is expected to work with international partners to develop a “temporary” 
International Stabilisation Force (ISF) to be deployed in Gaza soon. The U.S. has been in talks 
with multiple countries across the world for troops to participate in the ISF.

• Officials here have maintained that India would not be part of the ISF as it is not a 
peacekeeping force under the aegis of the United Nations.

• On October 9, 2025, however, Mr. Modi had welcomed the Trump peace plan in a post on X.

• “We welcome the agreement on the first phase of President Trump’s peace plan. This is also 
a reflection of the strong leadership of PM Netanyahu,” he said.

• Jordan, Greece, Cyprus, and Pakistan also said on Sunday they had received invitations.





Turkey is located between

(a) Black Sea and Caspian Sea

(b) Black Sea and Mediterranean Sea

(c) Gulf of Suez and Mediterranean Sea

(d) Gulf of Aqaba and Dead Sea



Which one of the following countries of South-West Asia does not open out to the 
Mediterranean Sea?

(a) Syria

(b) Jordan

(c) Lebanon

(d) Israel



Sammakka–Saralamma Jatara



• Telangana is preparing for the biennial Sammakka–Saralamma Jatara beginning 28 
January 2026, alongside a large-scale redevelopment of the sacred precinct at 
Medaram.

• A biennial tribal spiritual festival honouring Sammakka and Saralamma, revered as 
ancestral goddesses of the Koya Adivasi community.

• Recognised as Asia’s largest tribal festival and one of the largest human 
congregations in the world.

• Celebrated at Medaram village in Mulugu district, Telangana, located inside the 
Eturnagaram Wildlife Sanctuary, part of the Dandakaranya forest belt.

• Conducted during the full moon of the Hindu month of Magh.



• Rooted in Koya tribal history and legend, centred on Sammakka, a forest-born woman 
adopted by tribals, and her daughter Saralamma.

• According to tradition, they resisted the Kakatiya rulers’ tax oppression, attained 
martyrdom, and are remembered as symbols of tribal resistance and sacrifice.

• The deities are not worshipped permanently in temples; instead, they are symbolically 
brought from the forest to stay with the people for a few sacred days.

• Rituals are conducted exclusively by Koya tribal priests, following indigenous customs.
• Devotees offer “Bangaram” (jaggery) instead of gold or money, symbolising equality and 

agrarian life.
• Worship centres around sacred trees, bamboo totems, flags (dalgudda) and clan symbols 

rather than idols.
• Attracts over one crore devotees, second only to the Kumbh Mela in scale within India.



Dugongs



• The Union government’s Expert Appraisal Committee (MoEFCC) has asked Tamil 
Nadu to revise the design of the proposed International Dugong Conservation Centre 
at Manora (Thanjavur).

• Dugong is a large, slow-moving marine mammal, commonly called a “sea cow”, that 
feeds exclusively on seagrass.

• It is a keystone species, playing a vital role in maintaining healthy seagrass 
meadows.

• Found in warm, shallow coastal waters of the Indian and western Pacific Oceans.
• Lives mainly in seagrass meadows, estuaries, lagoons, and nearshore areas.
• Unlike manatees, dugongs are strictly marine and do not enter freshwater.



• IUCN status: Vulnerable.

• Key characteristics of dugong:

• Large, plump body with paddle-like flippers and a whale-like tail fluke.
• Grows up to 3 metres in length and can weigh 400 kg or more.
• Gentle, herbivorous grazer that feeds almost continuously on seagrass.
• Acts as an ecosystem engineer, helping seagrass regenerate and supporting marine 

biodiversity.
• Holds cultural significance for many coastal and indigenous communities and is 

linked to ancient mermaid legends.
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