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• India on Thursday skipped the U.S. President Donald Trump-led “Board of Peace” 
charter announcement held in Davos, although the government is said to be still 
discussing the invitation to Prime Minister Narendra Modi to join it. 

• The Board of Peace is part of the Trump administration’s Phase 2 of the Gaza Peace 
Proposal, which is meant to oversee security, humanitarian assistance, 
reconstruction in the Gaza strip, and pursue a path to resolving the Israel-Palestine 
conflict through talks on a two-state solution.

• This was cleared unanimously by the UN Security Council (Russia and China 
abstained) last month, after Israel and Hamas agreed to a ceasefire and all living 
Israeli hostages were returned home.





• The proposal has been welcomed by many countries, not the least because it paused 
Israel’s relentless bombing campaign and ground operations in which more than 
70,000 Palestinians have been killed including 20,000 children, in retaliation for 
Hamas-led terror strikes in October 2023. 

• There are some reasons for India to seriously consider joining the BoP, as about 20 
other countries already have. India has been a principled supporter of the 
Palestinian cause, and a consistent provider of humanitarian assistance including 
through the UN agency UNRWA, and this could be an opportunity to help the 
brutalised Palestinian population directly and help rebuild their land. 

• The decision by regional powers UAE, Saudi Arabia, Israel and Turkiye to join may 
put pressure on the Modi government to follow suit. 



• Neither pragmatism nor principle dictates taking such a decision in haste, however, 
and a country of India’s standing cannot act based on the fear of missing out on a 
position of influence, or fear of punishment by the US.

• Mr. Trump has appointed himself as Chairman, with personal friends and family on 
the Executive board

• For India, Pakistan’s decision to join the board is a red-flag, particularly if Mr. Trump 
decides to include the Kashmir dispute to peace plans the BoP will seek to resolve. 





Mains Question

In the context of the ongoing Israel–Palestine conflict and rising instability in West Asia, 
examine India’s role in promoting world peace through diplomacy, strategic autonomy, 
and humanitarian engagement. What challenges does India face in balancing its national 
interests with its commitment to global peace?
(250 words | 15 marks)

इज़राइल–फिललस्तीन सघंर्ष तथा पश्चिम एलिया में बढ़ती अश्स्थरता के सदंर्ष में, 
कूटनीतत, रणनीततक स्वायत्तता और मानवीय सहायता के माध्यम से वैश्चवक िांतत को 
बढ़ावा देने में र्ारत की रू्लमका का परीक्षण कीश्िए। राष्ट्रीय हहतों और वैश्चवक िांतत के 
प्रतत प्रततबद्धता के बीि सतुंलन बनाने में र्ारत को फकन िुनौततयों का सामना करना 
पड़ता है?
(250 िब्द | 15 अकं)
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• In a move that brings a sense of relief to European nations and NATO members, U.S. 
President Donald Trump, in a speech at the World Economic Forum at Davos, 
appeared to back down from the possibility of the use of force to acquire Greenland, 
an autonomous Arctic territory administered by Denmark. 

• Simultaneously, he hit out at world leaders, including from friendly countries such as 
Canada, France and Switzerland. 

• His remarks came after weeks of rising tension over his earlier proposal to impose 
on eight European countries a 10% tariff on “any and all goods” beginning on 
February 1, which was then set to increase to 25% on June 1 until an agreement was 
reached for the U.S. to purchase or otherwise acquire Greenland. 



• The names of 10.56 lakh voters have been deleted on the draft electoral rolls of 
Assam which were published on Saturday after a house-to-house verification of the 
voter lists during the special revision exercise conducted by the Election Commission 
in the State from November 22 to December 20.

• Given the broader context of the Trump administration using military force to kidnap 
Venezuelan President Nicolás Maduro to the U.S. and it hinting publicly at similar 
interventions in the affairs of Colombia, Cuba, Iran and Mexico, European nations 
came close to retaliating with an anti-coercion instrument that is a counter-tariff 
facility targeting the business of major U.S. tech firms in the EU.

• Hinting that the time frame of such a deal would be “infinite”, Mr. Trump also 
indicated that additional discussions on Greenland are ongoing, relating to the $175 
billion Golden Dome missile defence plan, to position U.S. weapons in space.



• The names of 10.56 lakh voters have been deleted on the draft electoral rolls of Assam 
which were published on Saturday after a house-to-house verification of the voter lists 
during the special revision exercise conducted by the Election Commission in the State from 
November 22 to December 20.

• U.S. President Donald Trump's plan for a “Golden Dome” to protect the United States from 
long-range missiles was at least partly inspired by Israel's multitiered missile defences.

• Mr. Trump announced the $175 billion concept in the Oval Office on Tuesday (May 20, 
2025), saying it would put the U.S. weapons in space for the first time and would be “fully 
operational” by the end of his term in early 2029, though a U.S. official familiar with the 
programme said it could take longer time.

• Israel's multilayered defences, often collectively referred to as the “Iron Dome," have played 
a key role in defending it from rocket and missile fire from Iran and allied militant groups in 
the conflict unleashed by Hamas' October 7, 2023, attack.







Which one of the following countries has its own Satellite Navigation System?

(a) Australia

(b) Canada

(c) Israel

(d) Japan



Mains Question

India’s mineral strategy has emerged as a critical pillar of economic security and strategic 
autonomy in the context of energy transition and global supply chain disruptions. 
Critically examine the objectives of India’s mineral strategy and assess the challenges in 
ensuring sustainable, resilient, and equitable mineral resource management.
(250 words | 15 marks)

ऊिाष सकं्रमण और वैश्चवक आपूततष शंखला में व्यवधान के सदंर्ष में र्ारत की खतनि 
रणनीतत आर्थषक सुरक्षा और रणनीततक स्वायत्तता का एक महत्वपूणष स्तंर् बनकर उर्री 
है। र्ारत की खतनि रणनीतत के उद्देचयों का समालोिनात्मक परीक्षण कीश्िए तथा 
सतत, सुदृढ़ और न्यायसगंत खतनि ससंाधन प्रबंधन सुतनश्चित करने में आने वाली 
िुनौततयों का आकलन कीश्िए।
(250 िब्द | 15 अकं)
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• In 2025, which saw nearly 331 days of near-continuous climate impacts, the human cost was 
staggering: over 4,000 deaths attributed to climate-induced disasters in 2025 alone, with Himachal 
Pradesh and Uttarakhand bearing the heaviest toll. 

• Towns such as Dharali, Harsil, Uttarkashi, Chamoli, Kullu, Mandi and Kishtwar were ravaged by 
sudden cloudbursts, landslides, and avalanches that morphed into deadly flash floods, obliterating 
lives and livelihoods.

• The Devdar (Deodar) forests are crucial ecological assets in the delicate Himalayan landscape. Their 
extensive root systems stabilise slopes, prevent landslides and serve as natural barriers against 
avalanches and glacial debris flows, safeguarding downstream communities. 

• These forests are also essential for the water quality of the Ganga. This is important as they are 
situated within the Bhagirathi Eco-Sensitive Zone, a nearly 4,000-square-kilometre buffer that was 
established in 2012 to protect the river’s last pristine stretch.



• The unique antimicrobial qualities of Devdar trees (from terpenoids, essential oils, and phenolic 
compounds found in the wood, bark and resin) fundamentally influence river ecology. 

• As leaf litter and organic material enter mountain streams, they inhibit harmful bacteria while 
promoting the development of beneficial microbial communities, resulting in a naturally regulated, 
biologically active river system, especially in the upper reaches where industrial pollution remains 
limited.

• These forests also maintain cooler microclimates, regulate water temperature in snowmelt-fed 
streams, and help sustain dissolved oxygen levels essential for aquatic life. 

• Deforestation would trigger warmer air and water, reduced oxygen, diminished bacteriophage 
activity, and an irreversible shift in the river’s ecological character. This is why the Supreme Court, in 
its judgment, discouraged the felling of precious deodar trees in the area.

• However, recent proposals by forest departments suggest “translocating” these ancient trees — an 
ecologically flawed notion. Uprooting centuries-old Devdars is tantamount to cutting them down.



• This is evident in the bypassing of a comprehensive Environmental Impact 
Assessment, through project fragmentation, the adoption of an incorrect road-width 
standard contrary to its own mandate, the destabilising practice of vertical hill-
cutting on fragile slopes, and the indiscriminate dumping of muck in vital water 
sources.

• These are the consequences — along the nearly 700 kilometres of widened road, 
over 800 active landslide zones have emerged. Key border routes have been closed 
for extended periods, and the government’s touted “all-weather road” is now 
derisively called an “all-paidal (all-pedal”) road by locals.

• To prevent such damage, the government needed only to regulate road width and 
prioritise stability over excessive widening, as warned by experts. 



• The Union Government’s current developmental initiatives directly contradict a key 
policy framework: the National Mission for Sustaining the Himalayan Ecosystem 
(NMSHE). 

• Approved in 2014 under the National Action Plan on Climate Change, the NMSHE 
was established to protect the fragile Himalayan ecology. 

• Its mandate includes monitoring glaciers and biodiversity, mitigating natural hazards 
and securing sustainable livelihoods for Himalayan communities. It was designed to 
build scientific capacity and guide policymakers toward genuinely sustainable 
development.

• If border security, connectivity and national interest are our true objectives, then 
disaster resilience must take precedence over disaster-prone infrastructure. This is 
not a matter of ideology; it is a scientific, ecological, and economic necessity.



Mains Question

The Himalayan ecosystem is ecologically fragile yet central to India’s water security, 
biodiversity, and disaster resilience. Examine the impact of developmental activities such 
as hydropower projects, road construction, and tourism on the Himalayan region. How 
can India achieve a balance between ecological conservation and sustainable 
development in the Himalayas?
(250 words | 15 marks)

हहमालयी पाररश्स्थततकी तंत्र पाररश्स्थततक दृश्ष्ट्ट से अत्यंत सवेंदनिील होने के साथ-साथ 
र्ारत की िल सुरक्षा, िवै ववववधता और आपदा सहनिीलता के ललए र्ी अत्यंत 
महत्वपूणष है। िलववद्युत पररयोिनाओं, सड़क तनमाषण और पयषटन िसैी ववकासात्मक 
गततववर्धयों के हहमालयी क्षेत्र पर प्रर्ावों की ििाष कीश्िए। हहमालय क्षेत्र में पयाषवरण 
सरंक्षण और सतत ववकास के बीि सतुंलन र्ारत कैसे स्थावपत कर सकता है?
(250 िब्द | 15 अकं)
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• The next BRICS Summit will be held in India this year. Having hosted the G-20 (2023), infrastructure 
and organisational processes are in place, but India must quickly hone in on the Summit’s focus. This 
should obviously resonate with India and BRICS, but critically be an issue that is of vital importance 
for the Global South.

• Given its vastly increased vulnerabilities to climate change, resilience is a top priority for the South, 
and also underscores India’s and Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s global leadership on an inclusive 
green agenda.

• In the Trump polar world, collaborative multilateralism is under immense stress, with climate change 
being particularly singled out by the United States and being called a hoax along with a visible push 
for more fossil fuel use. 

• The Donald Trump administration has said that it will withdraw the U.S. from 66 international 
organisations, which includes the India-helmed International Solar Alliance. In fact, the U.S. stayed 
away from the COP30 in Belém, Brazil, in November 2025 — something that possibly ensured a 
continuation of the COP process.



• At the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the old 
grouping of BASIC (Brazil, South Africa, India, China) has been useful and will 
continue to have its role but a larger grouping of major developing country players 
may add greater heft. 

• This was seen in Belém to ensure that the handling of fossil fuels did not stymie 
development imperatives of developing countries. 

• Climate impacts, while varying in form and intensity, are a common concern across 
BRICS, ranging from risks to infrastructure, health, livelihoods and ecosystems 
arising from permafrost thaw, pressures on the Amazon and the Himalayas, and 
growing vulnerabilities in coastal and riverine regions. 

• It is in their own interest to collectively advance a stronger international agenda on 
adaptation, resilience, equity and sustainable development.



• A major outcome of the July 2025 BRICS Summit in Rio de Janeiro was BRICS Leaders’ 
Framework Declaration on Climate Finance, a matter where India has been strong in 
articulating the demands of the Global South.

• With finance being the key enabler for climate action, there is a need to include the World 
Bank and International Monetary Fund chiefs in the BRICS Summit.

• As the helmsman of BRICS this year, India is in a pivotal position to push for collaborative 
global action, at least as among much of the world that will join, on resilience and an 
inclusive green agenda. This will be in its interest as well as a critical imperative for the 
Global South.

• Moreover, geopolitically for India, a BRICS push keeps Chinese ambitions on global 
leadership on a green agenda in check. India’s green agenda focusing on resilience at the 
BRICS Summit 2026 would also resonate with Ethiopia, the host of COP32 in 2027.



In which one of the following groups are all the four countries members of G20?

(a) Argentina, Mexico, South Africa and Turkey

(b) Australia, Canada, Malaysia and New Zealand

(c) Brazil, Iran, Saudi Arabia and Vietnam

(d) Indonesia, Japan, Singapore and South Korea



National Legislative Index (NLI)



• At the 86th All India Presiding Officers Conference, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla 
announced the initiation of a National Legislative Index (NLI) to objectively assess 
and compare the performance of legislatures.

• The National Legislative Index is a proposed performance-evaluation framework to 
objectively measure and compare the functioning of Parliament and State 
Legislatures using predefined indicators.

Aim:
• To promote healthy competition among legislatures.
• To enhance efficiency, accountability, and quality of legislative deliberation.
• To make legislatures more people-centric and outcome-oriented.



Key features:

• Objective performance metrics: Assesses legislatures on measurable parameters 
such as number of sittings, legislative output, committee work, and utilisation of 
House time, reducing subjective political judgement.

• Comparative and competitive framework: Enables comparison across Parliament 
and State Legislatures to foster healthy competition and best-practice sharing.

• Accountability & transparency focus: Encourages discipline, quality debate, and 
citizen-centric law making by linking performance with public scrutiny.

Significance:
• Discourages disruptions and improves deliberative quality, reinforcing legislatures as 

core pillars of constitutional democracy.
• Aligns institutional performance with long-term national development goals by 

making legislatures more efficient and outcome-oriented.
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