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• When Parliament passed the Women’s Reservation Act in September 2023, millions 
of Indian women believed that their moment had finally arrived. One-third of all Lok 
Sabha and State Assembly seats would be reserved for them. 

• The legislation was hailed as a historic victory for gender justice, ending decades of 
parliamentary stalemate. 

• But the Act contains a clause that changes everything: reservation will begin only 
“after the first Census taken after the year 2026” and the subsequent delimitation of 
constituencies. 

• Thus, on the Act’s own terms, implementation in 2029 is constitutionally impossible.



• The Act mandates two sequential steps: first, a national Census; second, a 
delimitation exercise based on that Census data. Both are constitutionally required. 
Neither can be bypassed.

• The next Census is scheduled for 2027. After enumeration, the data must be verified, 
compiled, and officially published — a process that, historically, has taken between 
12 to 18 months. 

• Only after official publication can the President of India constitute a Delimitation 
Commission under Article 82.

• That Commission then faces an unprecedented task: redrawing 543 parliamentary 
constituencies and over 4,000 State Assembly constituencies. 



• Even on the most optimistic timeline — Census completed in 2027, data published 
by early 2029, the Commission working with unusual speed — delimitation cannot 
conclude before 2032 or 2033.

• The first Women’s Reservation Bill was introduced in 1996. It was debated, 
amended, reintroduced, and blocked repeatedly. The Bill lapsed with successive Lok 
Sabhas. It passed the Rajya Sabha in 2010 but never came to a vote in the Lok Sabha.

• Above all, Parliament must recognise one principle: representation delayed is 
representation denied.

• India cannot afford another historic law that waits endlessly to take effect. If 
reservation is a constitutional promise — and the 2023 Act declares that it is — then 
it must now become a constitutional reality. Not in 2034. 



Mains Question

“Political empowerment of women is the key to inclusive governance and sustainable 
development.”
Examine this statement in the context of India’s parliamentary democracy.

“महिलाओं का राजनीतिक सशक्तिकरण समावेशी शासन और सिि ववकास की कजं जी ि। ”
भारिीय ससंदीय लोकिंत्र के सदंभभ में इस कथन की परीक्षा कीक्जए 
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• What were once known as captive centres are now Global Capability Centres (GCCs), which 
are sophisticated hubs that do not merely support the parent company but also define its 
future. 

• This transition from cost-cutting centres to global growth engines marks a watershed 
moment in India’s economic history.

• For multinational corporations (MNCs), the Indian GCC offers a unique competitive 
advantage: access to a multi-dimensional talent pool at a scale found nowhere else. 

• With India housing over 1,800 GCCs and employing nearly two million professionals, 
companies can now drive faster innovation cycles through a follow-the-sun model. 

• Beyond technology, these centres have become global “Centres of Excellence” (CoEs) for 
finance, legal, and human resources, allowing parent companies to centralise their most 
critical functions in a high-skill, high-efficiency environment.



• Global Capability Centers (GCCs), also known as Global In-House Centers (GICs), are 
strategic outposts established by multinational corporations (MNCs) in countries 
around the world.

• Operating as internal entities within the global corporate framework, these centres 
offer specialised capabilities including IT services, research and development, 
customer support, and various other business functions.

• General Electric (GE) has a large GCC in Bangalore, focused on R&D and engineering 
for its aviation and healthcare businesses.

• Nestle has established a GCC in Lausanne, Switzerland, dedicated to product 
development and innovation for its food and beverage brands.
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• Article 105 of the Constitution.

• Of the voters whose names were deleted, almost 4.79 lakh are dead, over 5.23 lakh 
have shifted, and 53,619 were found to have duplicate entries.

• An MP has the right to speak freely in the House and to have their remarks entered 
into the official records of the House. 

• If the speech is not recorded, is partially recorded, or if many portions are arbitrarily 
deleted, the MP’s right under Article 105 is infringed. 

• Of course, Rule 380 permits the Speaker to expunge words if they are 
unparliamentary, defamatory, indecent, or undignified. But it permits the Speaker to 
expunge only the offending word and not sentences or paragraphs from the speech.



• The Constitution adopted freedom of speech as the main privilege of MPs. 

• Only the free, frank, and fearless expression of members’ views enables the 
Legislature to perform its role effectively. If the rule on expunction is applied 
mindlessly to speeches made in the House, it will stifle the freedom of speech.

• Article 121 says no discussion can be held in Parliament on the conduct of a judge of 
the Supreme Court or of a High Court except when the House considers a motion for 
the removal of that judge.

• The Parliament of the day seems to be losing this perspective. Ours is perhaps the 
only Parliament in the democratic world where a leader of the Opposition is 
effectively prevented from speaking in the House and against whom a motion is 
brought to have him disqualified for life. 



With reference to the Constitution of India, prohibitions or limitations or provisions 
contained in ordinary laws cannot act as prohibitions or limitations on the 
constitutional powers under Article 142. It could mean which one of the following?

(a) The decisions taken by the. Election Commission of India while discharging its duties 
cannot be challenged in any court of law.

(b) The Supreme Court of India is not constrained in the exercise of its powers by the 
laws made by Parliament.

(c) In the event of grave financial crisis in the country, the President of India can declare 
Financial Emergency without the counsel from the Cabinet.

(d) State Legislatures cannot make laws on certain matters without the concurrence of 
Union Legislature.



With reference to the Parliament of India, consider the following statements:

1. A private member’s bill is a bill presented by a Member of Parliament who is not elected but only 
nominated by the President of India.

2. Recently, a private member’s bill has been passed in the Parliament of India for the first time in its 
history

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
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• India’s entry into the Pax Silica alliance represents a strategic manoeuvre to secure 
its technological future by aligning with a U.S.-led coalition focused on the 
infrastructure for Artificial Intelligence (AI) and critical minerals. 

• Its membership could boost domestic industrial goals by complementing initiatives 
such as India Semiconductor, IndiaAI, and National Critical Mineral Missions. 

• By joining this ecosystem, India will aim to secure raw materials supply and 
advanced equipment, attract investment, and influence global tech and security 
standards. 

• India does not currently possess significant capacity in processing critical minerals 
nor does it extract them in large quantities. 



Aim:

• To create resilient and diversified global supply chains for critical minerals, 
semiconductors and AI-related technologies.

• To deepen economic partnerships among like-minded countries and reduce risks 
from coercive or monopolistic supply

Participants:

• Signatories include: Australia, Greece, Israel, Japan, Qatar, Republic of Korea, 
Singapore, UAE, United Kingdom, India (new entrant).

• Non-signatory participants: Canada, European Union, Netherlands, OECD, Taiwan.



Key Features:

• Supply chain security focus: Promotes diversification of electronics and critical 
mineral supply chains to reduce excessive concentration risks.

• AI and technology collaboration: Encourages cooperation across AI systems, 
semiconductors, data infrastructure and advanced manufacturing ecosystems.

• Critical minerals partnership: Supports coordinated refining, processing and access 
to rare-earth and strategic minerals needed for future technologies.

• Investment and infrastructure cooperation: Promotes shared investments and 
incentives to strengthen trusted industrial and technology networks.

• Trusted innovation ecosystem: Builds collaboration among governments, industries 
and innovators to create secure and reliable technology stacks.
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• In a major blow to a central pillar of U.S. President Donald Trump’s foreign policy, 
the country’s Supreme Court (SCOTUS) has ruled by a 6-3 margin that his use of the 
International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA) to impose tariffs on numerous 
countries is not in accordance with law and must be struck down.

• Mr. Trump reacted angrily on social media, posting that he would be raising his 
global tariff rate to 15%, after initially suggesting that it would be imposed at 10%, 
under the authority conferred to the White House for 150 days under Section 122 of 
the Trade Act of 1974. 

• Tariffs imposed under laws other than the IEEPA, including those on aluminium and 
steel under Section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962, are unaffected by this 
ruling although Mr. Trump would face challenges in bringing fresh tariff rounds 
under this umbrella.



Cybercrime in India



• Data from the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) revealed a 24% spike in cybercrime 
cases during 2025, with Indians losing ₹22,495 crore.

• The report highlights a shift toward highly organized investment scams, which 
accounted for over 75% of total financial losses.

• Cybercrime refers to criminal activities carried out using computers, networks, or 
digital devices.

•  In the Indian context, it has evolved from simple phishing to sophisticated digital 
arrests, sextortion, and AI-driven fraud.

• It targets individuals, businesses, and critical infrastructure, threatening both 
economic stability and personal privacy.



Reasons for the Rise in Cybercrime:

• Increased Internet Penetration: With over 86% of households connected by 2025, 
the attack surface for criminals has expanded into rural India.

• E.g. Fraudsters are now targeting first-time digital users in Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities 
who are less familiar with digital hygiene.

• Desire for Easy Money: High inflation and the allure of quick wealth drive people 
toward fraudulent high-return schemes.

• E.g. The massive rise in fake stock market trading scams in 2025 was fueled by 
citizens seeking to replicate legitimate market gains through unverified expert apps.

• Adoption of AI and Deepfakes: Criminals are using Generative AI to create hyper-
realistic voices and videos for impersonation.



Challenges Associated with Cybercrime:

• Low FIR Conversion: Many victims report to portals, but very few cases translate into 
formal police investigations.

• E.g. In 2025, while 28 lakh cases were reported, only 55,484 FIRs were filed, often 
due to the jurisdictional complexity of the crimes.

• Anonymity and Technical Sophistication: Cybercriminals use VPNs and encrypted 
layers, making it difficult for local police to trace them.

• E.g. Investigating ransomware attacks on Indian hospitals in 2025 was stalled 
because the attackers operated through decentralised Ransomware-as-a-Service 
models.

• Jurisdictional Hurdles: Crime committed in one state often uses bank accounts in a 
second state and mobile numbers from a third.



Mains Question

Cybercrime has emerged as a serious threat to national security and individual privacy. 
Examine the major types of cybercrimes in India and suggest preventive measures.

साइबर अपराध राष्ट्रीय सजरक्षा और व्यक्तिगि गोपनीयिा के ललए गभंीर खिरा बन चजका 
ि।  भारि में साइबर अपराधों के प्रमजख प्रकारों का उल्लेख कीक्जए िथा उनके तनवारण के 
उपाय सजझाइए 
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