


Important Issues of the Day

• FAO Food Price Index - Prelims
• Stagflation - Prelims
• National Green Tribunal (NGT) – Page No. 1, GS 2
• Dignity and mental health – Page No.8 , GS 2
• Climate change – Page No. 8, GS 2,3
• Arrest the grief – Page No.8 , GS 3
• Illogical acts – Page No. 8, GS 2
• CEC’s removal – Page No.12 , GS 2
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• Rajya Sabha Chairman C. P. Radhakrishnan and Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla have 
rejected a notice submitted by 193 Opposition MPs across both Houses seeking the 
removal of Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar. No specific reasons 
were cited for the rejection.

• The notice, submitted on March 12, was signed by 63 Rajya Sabha members and 130 
Lok Sabha members. The 10-page document accused the CEC of being “subservient” 
to the executive and alleged the “deliberate abuse of power and position of a 
constitutional office”, among other charges.

• The Chairs cited Section 3 of the Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968. Section 3 empowers the 
Speaker and the Rajya Sabha Chair, after “due consultation” and “consideration of 
available material,” to either admit or refuse such a motion.



• The CEC can be removed only in the same manner and on the same grounds as a 
Supreme Court judge, and service conditions cannot be altered to his disadvantage 
after appointment. 

• Other Election Commissioners or Regional Commissioners can be removed only on 
the recommendation of the CEC. 

• Grounds for Removal: The Constitution limits the grounds for the removal of a 
Supreme Court Judge (and by extension, the CEC) to only two specific charges: 
"proved misbehaviour or incapacity." 

• The removal of the CEC follows a quasi-judicial procedure similar to that for 
removing a Supreme Court judge, governed by the Judges Inquiry Act, 1968. 



• Initiation of the Removal Motion:  A removal motion stating the grounds for removal 
can be introduced in either House of Parliament. 

• It must be signed by 100 members in the Lok Sabha or 50 members in the Rajya 
Sabha. 

• The signed motion is then submitted to the Presiding Officer of the respective House 
(the Speaker in the Lok Sabha or the Chairman in the Rajya Sabha). 

• Admission & Investigation: The Speaker/Chairman may admit or refuse the motion.  

• If admitted, a three-member committee (SC judge, HC Chief Justice, distinguished 
jurist) is formed to investigate charges. 



• Report Submission: The committee investigates, and the CEC 
has the right to defend themselves. 

• Voting in Parliament: To pass, the motion must be supported by 
a Special Majority in both Houses of Parliament during the 
same session.  

• A Special Majority means a majority of the total membership of 
that House, and a majority of not less than two-thirds of the 
members present and voting. 



Consider the following statements regarding the removal of the Chief Election 
Commissioner (CEC) and Election Commissioners (ECs):
1. The Chief Election Commissioner can be removed from office in a manner similar to 

that of a judge of the Supreme Court. 
2. An Election Commissioner can be removed from office only on the recommendation 

of the Chief Election Commissioner. 
3. The Constitution explicitly lays down the procedure for removal of Election 

Commissioners. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
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• The National Green Tribunal (NGT) on Monday ruled that the National Highway 
Authority of India (NHAI) violated environmental rules in the construction of a 
section of the Urban Extension Road-II (UER-II), as it encroached upon a wetland in 
Goyla Khurd village in south-west Delhi.

• On August 17 last year, Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the UER-II, aimed 
at reducing travel time, easing traffic congestion, and improving connectivity across 
the National Capital Region, along with the Delhi stretch of the Dwarka Expressway, 
vowing to transform the national capital into a “world-class city”.

• “The Wetland Authority of Delhi in its reply has clarified that the water body of 
Village Goyla Khurd is a listed wetland and is required to be protected... Thus, it is 
clear that the NHAI by constructing 8 pillars has encroached upon an area of 2.36 
sqm. of the pond, which comes to around 0.23% area of the pond,” read the order.



• The National Green Tribunal is a specialised judicial body established for the effective and 
expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental protection, forest conservation and 
enforcement of environmental rights in India. It functions as a dedicated environmental court to 
ensure sustainable development and ecological justice.

Establishment and Legal Basis
• The tribunal was established under the National Green Tribunal Act, 2010.

• It was created to provide a faster and more specialised mechanism than conventional courts for 
resolving environmental disputes.

Objectives
• Provide speedy environmental justice
• Reduce the burden of environmental cases on higher judiciary
• Ensure implementation of environmental laws
• Uphold the principle of sustainable development



The tribunal consists of:
• A Chairperson
• Judicial Members
• Expert Members
• The inclusion of expert members ensures scientific and technical expertise in environmental decision-

making.

Jurisdiction
• The NGT has jurisdiction over civil cases relating to substantial environmental questions under key 

environmental legislations, including:

• Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974
• Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981
• Environment (Protection) Act, 1986
• Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980
• Biological Diversity Act, 2002
• It can provide relief, compensation and restitution for environmental damage.



• The Principal Bench is located in New Delhi.

• Regional benches are located in Bhopal, Pune, Kolkata and Chennai to ensure wider 
accessibility.

Powers

• Can issue directions for environmental restoration
• Can impose penalties and compensation
• Can order closure or regulation of polluting industries
• Appeals against NGT decisions lie directly with the Supreme Court



FAO Food Price Index



• The FAO Food Price Index increased in March 2026, mainly due to rising energy costs 
linked to the West Asia conflict, which pushed up global food prices.

• Measures monthly change in global food prices
• Tracks international food commodity prices
• Published by Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

The index includes five commodity groups:
• Cereals
• Vegetable oils
• Dairy
• Meat
• Sugar



• Base period: 2014–2016 = 100

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

• Specialized agency of United Nations

• Established: 1945
• Headquarters: Rome, Italy
• Members: 195
• 194 countries
• European Union



Stagflation



• Stagflation is a rare and challenging economic condition characterized by the 
simultaneous occurrence of stagnant economic growth (or recession), high 
unemployment, and high inflation.

• The term, coined by British politician Iain Macleod, describes the worst of both 
worlds, where prices rise rapidly even as the economy shrinks or stalls.

Factors Impacting Stagflation:

• Energy Supply Disruptions: Sudden stoppages in oil or gas (e.g., closure of the Strait 
of Hormuz) create sudden stops in industrial activity.

• Input Cost Surges: Rapid increases in the price of raw materials, petrochemical 
feedstocks, and fertilizers (crucial for modern Indian agriculture).
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• When we talk about climate change, the conversation almost always veers toward rising sea levels or 
extreme weather events. Some may even talk about the economic disruption that these natural 
disasters can and do cause. 

• However, few, if any, touch upon another dimension of climate change: the broad-spectrum medical 
crisis that changing planetary patterns can trigger, as climate change intensifies every disease we 
already know and opens the door to those we have yet to face.

• Increasingly frequent and severe waterlogging due to excess rain in cities such as Mumbai is creating 
ideal conditions for waterborne infections including cholera, typhoid, hepatitis A and leptospirosis. 
Recurrent waterlogging overwhelms sanitation infrastructure, contaminates clean water supplies, 
and leaves urban populations exposed to serious illnesses.

• Conversely, drought-prone regions are facing worsening water scarcity, forcing communities to rely on 
unsafe water sources, thereby increasing the burden of diarrhoeal diseases as well as chronic 
dehydration.



• Meanwhile, shifting seasonal patterns are driving a rise in infections, allergies and 
vector-borne diseases, as changing temperatures and rainfall cycles disrupt 
established trends and prolong pollen seasons. Disease windows are expanding, and 
their geographic reach is steadily widening, quietly accelerating climate-driven 
spread. 

• The impact on dengue patterns is already measurable in Delhi-NCR. The number of 
cases traditionally peaked in September but now peaks in November, as warmer and 
rainier conditions sustain mosquito populations for longer periods.

• Malaria, once largely confined to endemic pockets of the Gangetic Plains and the 
warm, humid regions of central India, is now being reported in cooler areas such as 
Himachal Pradesh, where it historically had minimal presence.



• Climate change also triggers rising air pollution. As summers become increasingly hotter, greater 
reliance on air conditioning drives higher energy use and greenhouse gas emissions. 

• These emissions contain elevated levels of PM2.5 — microscopic pollutants that penetrate deep into 
the lungs and bloodstream — exerting widespread effects across multiple organs in the body, 
particularly the lungs, heart and kidneys.

• Fine particulate matter penetrates deep into the lungs, causing inflammation, reduced lung function, 
and exacerbating respiratory conditions such as asthma and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease.

• These particulates can also damage blood vessels, accelerate atherosclerosis, and increase the risk of 
hypertension, heart attack and stroke. The kidneys are equally vulnerable, and chronic exposure can 
impair kidney function, reduce filtration efficiency, and contribute to the progression of chronic 
kidney disease.

• Impact on food security



Mains Question

“Climate change is emerging as one of the biggest threats to public health in 
the 21st century.”
Discuss with reference to India. (250 words)

“जलवायु परिवर्तन 21व ीं सदी में सावतजननक स्वास््य के ललए सबसे बड े
खर्िों में से एक बनकि उभि िहा है।”
भािर् के सींदभत में चचात कीजजए। (250 शब्द)
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• The National Chambal Gharial Sanctuary in central India protects a lotic ecosystem across an 
area straddling three States. 

• Its existence is crucial for the critically endangered gharial, the red-crowned roofed turtle 
and the endangered Ganges river dolphin. 

• All three species depend on sand to survive, especially the river’s sandbars and sandbanks. 
Yet, organised crime and state paralysis have been stealing away just that sand, prompting 
the Supreme Court of India to call the local sand-mining mafia “modern dacoits”. 

• The mafia erupted to meet the demand for sand during North India’s construction boom, 
and has been able to exploit gaps in jurisdiction among the three States — Rajasthan, 
Madhya Pradesh, and Uttar Pradesh — despite the Court and the National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) banning the activity.



• The police reported that miners had also begun using local villagers to track the movement of patrol 
vehicles using mobile apps and GPS. By 2023, reports indicated that mining syndicates in the Gwalior-
Chambal region were using semi-automatic weapons, often outgunning the local forest departments.

• The National Chambal Sanctuary, also known as the National Chambal Gharial Wildlife Sanctuary, is 
one of India's most ecologically significant riverine protected areas. It is the first and only tri-state 
protected area (Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, and Uttar Pradesh) in the country, spanning 
approximately 5,400 sq km along a 600 km stretch of the Chambal River (960-km). 

• Biodiversity: It harbors nearly 90% of the world's remaining wild Gharial population and a significant 
number of endangered Ganges River Dolphins. Other key species are Marsh crocodile (mugger), Red-
crowned roof turtle, Smooth-coated otter, striped hyena, and over 330 bird species e.g., Indian 
skimmer. 

• It forms part of India's Project Crocodile initiative launched in 1975 to address the severe decline of 
crocodilian populations. 



• Conservation Status: It is recognized as an Important Bird Area (IBA). It is a proposed 
Ramsar Site, a candidate for UNESCO World Heritage Site status, and classified as an 
IUCN Category IV protected area (habitat/species management area).  

• Ecological Uniqueness: The Chambal River remains one of India's cleanest and most 
unpolluted rivers, creating a unique lotic ecosystem of deep channels, sandbanks

• Threats and Challenges: Critical threats include illegal sand mining, which, which 
degrades nesting grounds for sand-nesting species such as the gharial and certain 
turtles, alongside water extraction and illegal fishing that diminish both water levels 
and available prey. 
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• The gherao of seven judicial officers in Malda on April 1 by a mob marks a disturbing 
escalation in what has been a fevered election season in West Bengal. 

• The Supreme Court of India condemned it as a “calculated” attempt to disrupt the 
adjudication process. 

• The ECI has referred the probe to the National Investigation Agency, and the incident 
has become a flashpoint in the confrontation between the Trinamool Congress 
(TMC)-led State government and the ECI over the Special Intensive Revision exercise 
and its aftermath.

• The Court has allowed appellate tribunals for persons whose names have been 
rejected, but there is uncertainty over whether these will conclude before polling. 
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• The Transgender Amendment Bill threatens welfare access and instils fear and 
humiliation for an already vulnerable population

• In 2014, the Supreme Court of India delivered a historic judgment in NALSA vs Union 
of India, recognising transgender persons as a legitimate gender identity. 

• This principle is rooted not only in human dignity and autonomy but also in 
constitutional morality under Articles 14 (Equality before Law), 15 (non-
discrimination), 19 (Freedom of Expression) and 21 (Right to Life and Personal 
Liberty).

• In 2019, Parliament passed the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act.



• The amendment to the 2019 Act — which was notified in the Gazette on March 30, 
2026 — fundamentally reverses the NALSA judgment. It replaces self-identification 
with medical and bureaucratic gatekeeping, redefining who is ‘allowed’ to call 
themselves transgender. 

• Under this amendment, a transgender person must appear before a medical board; 
undergo an assessment to ‘prove’ their gender identity; wait while the board 
forwards its recommendation to the District Magistrate, and obtain a certificate 
declaring them transgender.

• There is no medical or evaluative biomarker for gender identity.

• Mental health fallout, crisis in the making



Mains Question

Discuss the impact of urbanization, social media, and changing family 
structures on mental health in India. (150 words)

भािर् में शहिीकिण, सोशल म डिया औि बदलर्े पारिवारिक ढाींचे का 
मानलसक स्वास््य पि प्रभाव की चचात कीजजए। (150 शब्द)
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