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• U.S. President Donald Trump on Tuesday threatened that “a whole civilisation will 
die” if Iran does not accept his deal and reopen the Strait of Hormuz before his 8 
p.m. Eastern Time (5.30 a.m. on Wednesday in India) deadline. Tehran, in turn, 
issued a warning that its response would deprive the U.S. and its allies of oil and gas 
for years.

• U.S. Vice-President J.D. Vance, who is in Hungary, said his country has “tools in our 
toolkit that we so far haven’t decided to use” against Iran, without elaborating 
further. The White House later said Mr. Vance did not mean use of the nuclear 
weapons. 

• Responding to a post on X that said Mr. Vance implies the President would use 
nuclear weapons, the White House Rapid Response said: “Literally nothing @VP said 
here ‘implies’ this, you absolute buffoons”.



• To give the devil its due, Pakistan’s Chief of Defence Forces Field Marshal Asim 
Munir’s recent diplomatic avatar has shown a sense of anticipation of the incipient 
conflict and hyperactivity in its wake. 

• He was everywhere: soothsaying Trump 2.0, at the signing of Pakistan’s Strategic 
Mutual Defence Agreement (SDMA) with Saudi Arabia, and selling weapons to the 
Libyan warlord and the Sudanese Army Chief.

• But his most ambitious rainbow chase has been the self-proclaimed role of an 
indispensable mediator in Iran’s war with the United States/Israel. 



With reference to the geographical location of Iran, consider the following countries:
1. Azerbaijan 
2. Armenia 
3. Afghanistan 
4. Syria 

Which of the above share a land border with Iran?
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 1 and 4 only
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4





Mains Question

“Pakistan’s mediation in the ongoing conflict between United States and Iran reflects 
evolving regional geopolitics in West Asia.”
Critically examine Pakistan’s role as a mediator and analyse its implications for India’s 
strategic, economic, and diplomatic interests. (15 Marks, 250 words)

“सयंुक्त राज्य अमेररका और ईरान के बीच चल रहे सघंर्ष में पाककस्तान की मध्यस्थता 
पश्चचम एशिया की बदलती भ-ूराजनीतत को दिाषती है।”
पाकिस्तान िी मध्यस्थ िी भमूमिा िा समालोचनात्मि विश्लेषण िीजिए तथा भारत िे 
रणनीतति, आर्थिि एिं िूटनीतति हितों पर इसिे प्रभािों िा मलूयािंन िीजिए। (15 
अिं, 250 शब्द)
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• Justice B.V. Nagarathna, the sole woman judge in the Supreme Court and part of the 
Constitution Bench hearing a reference spurred by a 2018 judgment upholding the 
right of women of menstruating age to enter the Sabarimala shrine in Kerala, said on 
Tuesday that social ills cannot be branded and passed off as ‘essential religious 
practices’.

• The Union government, which holds the position that the Sabarimala judgment was 
an intrusion into free exercise of religious freedoms and denominational rights, said 
the legislature, not courts, drives reform in religion, if need be.

• “If social evils are given a religious colour, then the courts can intervene to 
distinguish [between] the two,” Justice Nagarathna said.



• Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta, who opened the arguments before the nine-judge Bench headed 
by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, said the Preamble to the Constitution champions liberty of 
thought, expression, belief, faith, and worship.

• The exchange marked the first day of hearing of a reference to evolve a ‘judicial policy’ for 
constitutional courts while dealing with questions of right to religious freedom enshrined in 
Article 25 and a denomination’s privilege to manage its own religious affairs under Article 26 of 
the Constitution.

• In a 4:1 judgment, 5-membered constitution bench of Supreme Court, in Indian Young Lawyers 
Association vs. the State of Kerala, has allowed women of all ages to worship in Sabarimala 
Temple.

• In its judgment, SC stated that 'devotion cannot be subjected to gender discrimination'.
• Chief Justice Dipak Misra, Justice RF Nariman, Justice AM Khanwilkar and Justice DY 

Chandrachud constituted the majority, while the lone woman judge on the Bench, Justice Indu 
Malhotra dissented.



• Essential Religious Practice (ERP): ERP refers to practices integral to a religion's 
doctrine, protected under Article 25. The judiciary determines ERP based on 
religious tenets. 

• Santhara (Sallekhana): In 2015, the Rajasthan High Court ruled Santhara as non-
essential to religion, but the Supreme Court stayed the order, allowing the practice 
to continue. 

• Triple Talaq Case: The SC invalidated instant triple talaq, ruling it was not an 
essential Islamic practice and violated women's rights. 



With reference to the “Doctrine of Essential Religious Practices” in India, consider the 
following statements:

1. It is explicitly mentioned in the Constitution of India. 
2. It is used by courts to determine whether a practice is protected under religious 

freedom. 
3. It originated from judicial interpretation by the Supreme Court. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3



Mains Question

“The Doctrine of Essential Religious Practices has been central to the adjudication of 
religious freedom in India, yet it raises concerns regarding judicial overreach.”
Critically examine the doctrine in the light of constitutional provisions and recent judicial 
pronouncements. (15 Marks, 250 words)

“भारत में धाशमषक स्वतंत्रता के तनधाषरण में ‘आवचयक धाशमषक प्रथाओं का शसदधांत’ कें द्रीय 
रहा है, ककन्तु यह न्यातयक अततक्रमण (judicial overreach) की चचतंाएँ भी उत्पन्न करता 
है।”
सिंैधातनि प्रािधानों तथा िाल िे न्यातयि तनणियों िे सदंभि में इस मसदधांत िा 
समालोचनात्मि परीक्षण िीजिए। (15 अिं, 250 शब्द)
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• India is one of the few countries in the world with a long experience of developing 
nuclear technologies, including the generation of nuclear power. 

• This includes a mastery over the pressurised heavy water reactor (PHWR) 
technology, or reactors that use natural uranium as fuel and heavy water (deuterium 
oxide) as coolant and moderator. 

• These reactors now comprise the bulk of India’s installed atomic power capacity of 
8,180 MWe (megawatt electric), alongside some imported light water reactors 
(LWRs) units.

• Two other technologies are a work-in-progress: atomic reactors called fast breeders 
and a longstanding project that aims at eventually fabricating thorium-based nuclear 
reactors. 



• This programme envisages a pathway to utilising India’s abundant thorium reserves – found in 
coastal and inland placer sands on the beaches of Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, 
Maharashtra and Gujarat, and in the inland riverine sands of Jharkhand and West Bengal – to 
generate electricity.

• The vital second stage of India’s three-stage nuclear programme got a boost Monday with the 
country’s first indigenous Fast Breeder Reactor (FBR) at Kalpakkam in Tamil Nadu attaining 
criticality. 

• Attaining criticality, or going critical, means the initiation of a self-sustaining nuclear fission 
reaction that will eventually lead to the generation of power by the 500-megawatt electric 
(MWe) FBR. 

• Attaining criticality is a key milestone before full power generation, indicating that the reactor 
core is functioning as designed and that each fission event in the core now releases a sufficient 
number of neutrons to sustain an ongoing series of reactions.



• A Fast Breeder Reactor is an advanced nuclear reactor that generates more fissile 
material (fuel) than it consumes while producing electricity. 

• Fuel: It uses a Uranium-Plutonium Mixed Oxide (MOX) fuel.

• The Breeding Process: The reactor core is surrounded by a blanket of fertile material 
(Uranium-238). When these U-238 atoms capture fast neutrons, they undergo 
transmutation to become Plutonium-239, which is a high-grade nuclear fuel.

• Coolant: Instead of water, it uses Liquid Sodium as a coolant because sodium does 
not slow down neutrons, allowing the fast reaction necessary for breeding.

• Heat Exchange: The heat generated by fission is transferred to the liquid sodium, 
which then heats water to produce steam to turn turbines.









Q. In India, why are some nuclear reactors kept under “IAEA safeguards” while others 
are not? (2020)

(a) Some use uranium and others use thorium 

(b) Some use imported uranium and others use domestic supplies 

(c) Some are operated by foreign enterprises and others are operated by domestic 
enterprises 

(d) Some are State-owned and others are privately owned 
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• In September 2023, Parliament passed the Constitution (One Hundred and Sixth 
Amendment) Act, 2023, or the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, which commits to reserving 
one-third of seats in the Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabhas for women, including in 
constituencies already earmarked for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 

• However, this potentially transformative measure falls short of immediacy: its 
implementation is deferred until after the next Census and the subsequent delimitation 
exercise.

• Recent reports suggest that the government now plans to amend the Women’s Reservation 
Act, 2023 by initiating a delimitation exercise based on the 2011 Census, rather than waiting 
for a fresh Census and a subsequent delimitation process tied to it. 

• At the same time, the size of the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies may be expanded by 
nearly 50%, increasing the Lok Sabha’s strength from 543 to 816 seats.



• Delimitation, however, remains contentious, questioning whether representation 
should be based solely on population or also consider economic, social, and 
demographic factors. 

• A strictly population-based approach would strengthen the parliamentary power of 
northern States where fertility rates remain relatively high, while reducing the 
relative influence of southern and peninsular states that have stabilised population 
growth and significantly drive India’s economy and employment. 

• A further concern is the lack of clarity on how women’s reservation will operate in 
practice. 

• While the amendment mandates a one-third quota, it defers critical details, 
especially the rotation of reserved constituencies. 



Page No. 8, GS 2,4



• Delivery of justice to hapless victims of police brutality requires a combination of an actively 
engaged judiciary, the courage of victims and witnesses to speak out against the khaki 
fraternity, and a determined investigation to assemble irrefutable evidence. 

• All these factors perfectly aligned to uncover the truth behind the custodial killing of an 
innocent trader, Jayaraj, and his son Benicks, who were tortured at the Sattankulam police 
station in Thoothukudi, Tamil Nadu, six years ago. 

• Relying on the CBI’s scientific evidence, despite early attempts to destroy it, a trial court in 
Madurai has now convicted all nine policemen arraigned in the case.

• The police picked up Jayaraj on false charges of violating lockdown conditions during the 
pandemic, and Benicks was detained later when he confronted them for assaulting his 
father. The two men were stripped, brutally beaten overnight, and even forced to clean their 
own blood with their clothes.



• In 2020, SC in Paramvir Singh Saini vs. Baljit Singh directed the Centre to install CCTV 
cameras and recording systems in all police stations to deter custodial torture. 

• Custodial violence: It is not defined in any Indian statute. The term combines 
custody (meaning lawful detention or safekeeping) with violence, referring to 
physical or psychological harm inflicted on a person in police or judicial custody. 

• Under Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023, custody is classified into 
police custody (up to 15 days for interrogation) and judicial custody (detention in 
prison until bail or completion of sentence). 

• Custodial violence includes torture, assault, harassment, humiliation, rape, and even 
deaths that occur while a person is under official custody. 



• Article 21: Guarantees the right to life and personal liberty, which includes the 
freedom from torture and other cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or 
punishment.  

• Article 20(1): It states that no person can be convicted for an act that was not an 
offence under the law at the time it was committed, thereby prohibiting excessive or 
retrospective punishment.  

• Article 20(3): Protects an individual from being compelled to self-incriminate, 
safeguarding the accused from coerced or forced confessions through torture or 
pressure. 

• Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (2023): It penalizes those who intentionally cause hurt or 
grievous hurt to extract confessions, information, through violence or coercion. 



• United Nation Charter, 1945: It mandates that prisoners be treated with dignity, 
affirming that their fundamental rights and freedoms remain protected under the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (India ratified the ICCPR in 1979).  

• Law Commission of India:  In its 273rd Report (2017), urged India to ratify UNCAT 
and enact a dedicated law criminalising torture. 

•  India must clearly define “custodial violence” in law and ratify the UN Convention 
Against Torture (CAT)., which it signed in 1997 but has not yet ratified. 



Mains Question

“Custodial deaths strike at the core of the right to life and dignity guaranteed under the 
Constitution of India.”
Examine the causes of custodial deaths in India and evaluate the effectiveness of existing 
legal and institutional safeguards to prevent them. (15 Marks, 250 words)

“हहरासत में मतृ्यु (Custodial Death) भारत के सवंवधान दवारा प्रदत्त जीवन और गररमा के 
अचधकार के मलू को प्रभाववत करती है।”
भारत में हिरासत में मतृ्यु िे िारणों िा परीक्षण िीजिए तथा उन्िें रोिने िे मलए 
उपलब्ध िानूनी एिं ससं्थागत उपायों िी प्रभािशीलता िा मलूयांिन िीजिए। (15 अिं, 
250 शब्द)



Indian Softshell Turtles



• Police in Greater Noida rescued 16 Indian Softshell turtles from a smuggler during a 
routine check.

• The turtles, native to the Ganga river system and protected under Schedule I of the 
Wildlife Protection Act, were being illegally transported.

• The Indian Softshell Turtle (Nilssonia gangetica), also known as the Gangetic 
Softshell Turtle, is a large freshwater reptile. 

• Unlike most turtles that have a hard, bony scute, these belong to the family 
Trionychidae, characterized by a leathery shell that lacks a traditional keratinized 
cover.



• IUCN Red List: Endangered.
• Wildlife Protection Act (1972): Schedule I (India’s highest level of legal protection, 

equivalent to that of the Tiger).
• CITES: Appendix I.

Habitat and Distribution:

• Primary Range: Found predominantly in the Ganges, Indus, and Mahanadi river 
systems.

• Environment: They prefer deep, turbid rivers, streams, large canals, lakes, and ponds 
with mud or sand bottoms where they can easily bury themselves.

• Geographic Spread: Distributed across India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Nepal.



• Soft Shell: It has a flat, oval, and leathery carapace (upper shell) that is olive-green or 
dull green in color.

• Distinct Head: The head is large with a distinctive snout-like proboscis (pointed nose) 
that allows it to breathe while remaining submerged.

• Size: They are massive, with the carapace length reaching up to 94 cm.

• The 20-Claw Myth: Poachers specifically target individuals with 20 claws (five on 
each limb), as they are falsely believed to bring good luck or have higher medicinal 
value in the black market.

• Diet: They are omnivorous scavengers, feeding on fish, mollusks, frogs, and 
occasionally rotting vegetation or carcasses.
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